
  

 

 

 
 

Temple Shalom, Naples, Fla. - Journey to Israel  
December 16 - 27, 2023 

(Draft itinerary – updated 8 Feb  2023-  subject to change) 
 

 
 
Sunday, Dec. 17 - Arrival in Israel/Orientation 

● 4:00pm - Arrive in Israel, transfer to Tel Aviv, Check-in to our hotel. 
● Dinner at the hotel, followed by an opening arrival ceremony in Tel Aviv.  

Overnight:  Tel Aviv (D)  
  
Monday, Dec. 18 - Tel Aviv, Israel’s Cultural and Financial Capital 

● 7:30am Breakfast, followed by a City Tour of Tel Aviv - walk along the streets of Tel Aviv, 
hear about the history of the first Hebrew speaking modern city and the founding of the 
State. Spend time on hip and historic Rothschild Blvd., and go to Rabin Square, for a 
discussion of the Oslo Accords and unsuccessful Israel /Palestinian peace initiatives.  Are 
there possible scenarios for resolution? 

● Lunch on your own in Tel Aviv. 
● 2:00pm - Visit the new Anu Museum of the Jewish People 

● Night out in Tel Aviv: Port, First Station, Jaffa. Dinner on own 

  Overnight: Tel Aviv (B)  
 
Tuesday, Dec. 19 - The People of Tel Aviv 

● 8:30am Visit the Orchard of Abraham’s Children, an Arab-Jewish kindergarten in Jaffa, 
and meet with founders Ora and Ihab Balha  

● Tour Old Jaffa, then have lunch on your own in the Carmel Market, free time 
● 3:00pm Visit the Ayalon Institute in Rehovot to learn about the efforts to win the War of 

Independence and create the Jewish State. 
● 6:00pm The Changing Map of Israel and the Middle East - An introduction to the history 

of the Middle East, its current geopolitical situation, and an orientation to our trip, with 
educators Joe Perlov and Rabbi Shimon Felix. 

● Night out and dinner on own 
● Overnight: Tel Aviv (B) 

 
Wednesday, Dec. 20 - The Galilee 

● After breakfast, check out and drive up the coast to Caesarea, and view the extensive 
remains of this ancient Roman/Jewish port city.  

● Drive to historic Zichron Yaakov for wine tasting and lunch. Rothschild Gardens.  
● Check into your hotel, dinner, and a night out on the shores of the Kineret  

Overnight: The Galilee (B,L,D) 
 
Thursday, Dec. 21 - The North: Geopolitics & Strategic Borders 

● 8:30am After breakfast, leave for a tour of the Golan Heights  
● Visit Mt. Bental and learn about the security situation in the North.  
● Make your own chocolates in a boutique chocolatier workshop.    
● 4:30pm Travel along the Sea of Galilee and then visit the ancient and contemporary 

mystical city of Zfat (Safed).  
● Return to the hotel, dinner 
● Overnight: The Galilee (B,D) 

 
 
 



  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Friday, Dec. 22 - The People of the Galilee 

● 7:30am Breakfast, followed by hotel check out. 
● 9:30am Visit  Shfar'am, for an interaction with Arab Israelis, and a tour of the City; visit a 

Mosque, a Church, and a Synagogue. OR: 
● Visit the ancient Roman/Jewish city of Zippori. Donkey rides in the Mishnaic Village for 

children.  
● Drive to Jerusalem. Time permitting, arrive at the Haas Promenade for an overview of 

East and West Jerusalem and an orientation to the Old City, Green Line, the West Bank, 
and Jordan. 

● Check into your hotel, then go to the Western Wall for Shabbat Eve services, followed by 
Shabbat dinner 

Overnight: Jerusalem (B,D)  
 
Saturday, Dec. 23 - The Story of Jerusalem  

● 9:00am After breakfast go to the Old City for a tour of the four quarters, including visits 
to the Western Wall and other Jewish holy and historical sites, and the Muslim and 
Christian Quarters.  

● 1:30pm - Lunch in the hotel, free time OR go to the Israel Museum. 
● 5:30pm - Havdalah ceremony followed by dinner. 
● Western Wall Tunnels guided night tour.  

            Overnight:  Jerusalem (B,L,D)  

 

           Sunday, Dec. 24 - Yad Vashem and Mt. Herzl 

● 7:30am Breakfast, then visit Yad Vashem, Israel's national memorial to the victims of the 

Holocaust, followed by the Mt. Herzl National Cemetery.  Children will have alternative 

activities: the Jerusalem Biblical Zoo, Time Elevator, or Israel Museum  

● In the afternoon, explore historic and contemporary downtown Jerusalem: the Mahane 

Yehuda outdoor market for lunch on your own, historic Jaffa Road, the King David Hotel 

area, Yemin Moshe, and more. 

● Return to your hotel for dinner.   

● Tower of David Night Light Show  

 Overnight:  Jerusalem (B,D)  

 
Monday, Dec. 25 -  The Dead Sea and Masada 

● After an early breakfast, we drive to Masada, which we can ascend by cable car, or hike 
up the snake path.  and tour the site of Herod’s palace and the last stand of the rebels 
against Rome. Continue to the Dead Sea, the lowest spot in the world, for lunch and a 
float in the Sea.    Ascend to Jerusalem, stopping at Genesis Land, dinner desert feast, 
camel rides, and a visit to Abraham’s tent.  

● Evening return to Jerusalem  
Overnight:  Jerusalem (B,L,D)  

 
 
 
 



  

 

 

 
 
 
 
Tuesday, Dec. 26  – Dig for a Day, The Bedouin of the Negev,  and the Gaza Border 

● After breakfast, check-out, and travel to Beit Guvrin, in the southern Judean lowlands, 
and participate in an archaeological dig.  

● 1:00pm - Continue south to the Negev to the Bedouin city of Rahat and meet with local 
residents to learn about and discuss some of the issues of this interesting, challenged, 
and challenging society. Meet women who work towards women’s empowerment in the 
Bedouin society and have a delicious traditional Bedouin lunch at the home of Jumalat 
Abu-Mousa, a local businesswoman.  

● 3:30pm – Depart for Beer Sheva, capital of the Negev.  
● 4:30pm check-in at Beer Sheva hotel.  
● 5:30pm    Meet Gabe Axler, a Beer Sheva entrepreneur, educator and community 

organizer, based in the Lauder Center, and head of the Eretz-Ir organization, an Israeli 

non-profit dedicated to the promotion of community development in peripheral cities 

through encouraging activism.   
● Dinner in a Beer Sheva Ethiopian restaurant with local community organizer Naftali 

Aklum, himself an Ethiopian immigrant and leader in that community.  
Overnight Leonardo Negev Hotel Beersheva  (B,L,D) 

  
Wednesday, Dec. 27 - The Gaza Border, and Farewell  

● After breakfast and checkout, we travel to the Western Negev, bordering the Gaza 

Strip.  For the past 20 years, this region has been regularly attacked by the Hamas terror 

organization and the Israeli residents, farms, and businesses have lived under periodic 

incoming rocket and mortar fire, from the Gaza Strip. Visit the JNF Indoor Playground in 

Sederot, and see this amazing city, where resilience is a way of life. 
● Visit Netiv Ha’Asara, an Israeli village, to hear from local women residents about 

bringing up their children and running businesses and farms on the Gaza Strip 

border.  View the Peace Wall on the Gaza Border, hear about residents’ hopes for peace, 

and engage with Israel’s humanitarian endeavor.  
● Continue north along the coast.  Check into our hotel for short-term-use rooms, have a 

final farewell dinner together, and drive to the airport for late night departure.  (B,L,D)  
 
 

 


