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SUGYOS from the PARSHA

Rabbi Moshe Wolvovsky

The Mitzvah to Tefillah

Rambam: 2 Sources
Laws of Tefillah, Perek 1
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Itis a positive Torah commandment to pray every day, as [Exodus 23:25] states: "You shall serve God,

your Lord."
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Tradition teaches us that this service is prayer, as [Deuteronomy 11:13] states: "And serve Him with

all your heart" and our Sages said: Which is the service of the heart? This is prayer...

e Kesef Mishna:

Question - Why do we need the 1st Pasuk?

Kiryas Sefer: Daily Tefillah

Ibid.
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Lechem Mishna: Daily Needs

Ibid.
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e 2 sources, 2 ideas




The Order of the Three Tefillos

Mishna: Shachris, Mincha, Ma’ariv

Berachos, Perek 4, Mishna 1
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e Pnei Yehoshua:
Question — Why this order?

e Note: Especially according to the opinion that the Mishna follows the order of creation

Gemarah: The Order of Shema

Berachos, Perek 1, Mishna 1
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e PneiYehoshua:

Answer — According to both opinions regarding the sources for 3 Tefillos, they begin with
Shachris

e Question:

The Gemarah seems to imply otherwise (2 references):

(1) Gemarah: Hashlama

Berachos, 26a
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e Note: Even according to the conclusion of the Gemarah




(2) Gemarah: Separate Timing

Berachos, 31a
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Two Separate Orders

Gemarah: Rule of Thumb

Chulin, 83a
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e 2 elementsin Tafillah: (1) Related to creation, (2) Related to holiness

(1) The source of the Mitzvah of Tefillah

Gemarah: Service of the Heart

Ta’anis 2a
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(2) The meaning of “Tefillah”
e 2 distinct elements:

(1) Onone hand -

Mishna: A Complete Hour

Berachos, 30b
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Tur: An Escape from the Physical

Orach Chaim, Siman 96
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Shulchan Aruch: The Feelings of Davening

Shulchan Aruch Harav, Hilchos Talmud Torah, 4:5
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When personal needs are trivial
(2) On the other hand -

Personal needs

e The Halacha:

Tefillah is a matter “related to creation”

e The explanation:

The “object” of Tefillah vs. the “position” of Tefillah

e The 2 sources of the Rambam:

Rambam: 2 Sources
Laws of Tefillah, Perek 1
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It is a positive Torah commandment to pray every day, as [Exodus 23:25] states: "You shall serve God,

your Lord."
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Tradition teaches us that this service is prayer, as [Deuteronomy 11:13] states: "And serve Him with

all your heart" and our Sages said: Which is the service of the heart? This is prayer...




o These 2 elements are reflected in the order of the Davening (Shmonah Esre)

Rambam: The Order of Davening

Laws of Tefillah, Perek 1
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... This commandment obligates each person to offer supplication and prayer every day and utter
praises of the Holy One, blessed be He; then petition for all his needs with requests and
supplications; and finally, give praise and thanks to God for the goodness that He has bestowed

upon him; each one according to his own ability.

What we learn from each Pasuk -

e “Va'avaditem...” — The “object” of Tefillah itself (Chefiza)

e “Bichol Livavchem” — The “position” of the person during Tefillah (Gavra)




Nefesh Hahalacha

o The deeper understanding why “in matters of Kodshim we begin with day”
From light to greater light (self-nullification)
e The deeper understanding why “in matters of creation we begin with night”

From darkness to light

Birchas Kriyas Shema: Two Directional

Berachos 11b
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e 2 elements of every Tefillah:
(1) Revealing the Neshama, (2) Verbal expression
e 2 orders of daily Tefillah:
(1) Revealing the Neshama -
Begins with Shachris, concludes with Ma’ariv

Note: Similar to Ya’akov being the “chosen of the Avos”

(2) Verbal expression (Halacha) -
Begins with Ma’ariv, concludes with Shachris

e Our purpose and objective is - to bring “light” to this “dark” world
e Note: This advantage is expressed most in Tefillah of Mincha — in middle of the workday

e Eliyahu Hanovi’s special connection to Teffilas Mincha




