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I. Meeting Dovid in Tanach 

1. Shmuel I, 16:1-23  (occurs just after incident with Agag, King of Amalek) 

(1) And the Lord said unto Samuel: 'How long wilt thou mourn for Saul, seeing 

I have rejected him from being king over Israel? fill thy horn with oil, and go, I 

will send thee to Jesse the Bethlehemite; for I have provided Me a king among 

his sons.' (2) And Samuel said: 'How can I go? if Saul hear it, he will kill me.' 

And the Lord said: 'Take a heifer with thee, and say: I am come to sacrifice to 

the Lord. (3) And call Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will tell thee what thou shalt 

do; and thou shalt anoint unto Me him whom I name unto thee.' (4) And 

Samuel did that which the Lord spoke, and came to Bethlehem. And the elders 

of the city came to meet him trembling, and said: 'Comest thou peaceably?' (5) 

And he said: 'Peaceably; I am come to sacrifice unto the Lord; sanctify 

yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.' And he sanctified Jesse and his 

sons, and called them to the sacrifice. (6) And it came to pass, when they were 

come, that he beheld Eliab, and said: 'Surely the Lord's anointed is before 

Him.' (7) But the Lord said unto Samuel: 'Look not on his countenance, or on 

the height of his stature; because I have rejected him; for it is not as man 

seeth: for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on 

the heart.' (8) Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. 

And he said: 'Neither hath the Lord chosen this.' (9) Then Jesse made 

Shammah to pass by. And he said: 'Neither hath the Lord chosen this.' (10) 

And Jesse made seven of his sons to pass before Samuel. And Samuel said unto 

Jesse: 'The Lord hath not chosen these.' (11) And Samuel said unto Jesse: 'Are 

here all thy children?' And he said: 'There remaineth yet the youngest, and, 

behold, he keepeth the sheep.' And Samuel said unto Jesse: 'Send and fetch 

him; for we will not sit down till he come hither.' (12) And he sent, and 

brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and withal of beautiful eyes, and goodly to 

look upon. And the Lord said: 'Arise, anoint him; for this is he.' (13) Then 

Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of (presence of) his 

brethren; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day 

forward. So Samuel rose up, and went to Ramah. (14) Now the spirit of the 

Lord had departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from the Lord terrified him. 

(15) And Saul's servants said unto him: 'Behold now, an evil spirit from God 

terrifieth thee. (16) Let our lord now command thy servants, that are before 

thee, to seek out a man who is a skilful player on the harp; and it shall be, 



  

when the evil spirit from God cometh upon thee, that he shall play with his 

hand, and thou shalt be well.' (17) And Saul said unto his servants: 'Provide 

me now a man that can play well, and bring him to me.' (18) Then answered 

one of the young men, and said: 'Behold, I have seen a son of Jesse the 

Bethlehemite, that is skilful in playing, and a mighty man of valour, and a man 

of war, and prudent in affairs, and a comely person, and the Lord is with him.' 

(19) Wherefore Saul sent messengers unto Jesse, and said: 'Send me David thy 

son, who is with the sheep.' (20) And Jesse took an ass laden with bread, and a 

bottle of wine, and a kid, and sent them by David his son unto Saul. (21) And 

David came to Saul, and stood before him; and he loved him greatly; and he 

became his armour-bearer. (22) And Saul sent to Jesse, saying: 'Let David, I 

pray thee, stand before me; for he hath found favour in my sight.' (23) And it 

came to pass, when the [evil] spirit from God was upon Saul, that David took 

the harp, and played with his hand; so Saul found relief, and it was well with 

him, and the evil spirit departed from him.  

2. Shmuel I,  17:10-29 

(10) And the Philistine said: 'I do taunt the armies of Israel this day; give me a 

man, that we may fight together.' (11) And when Saul and all Israel heard 

those words of the Philistine, they were dismayed, and greatly afraid. (12) 

Now David was the son of that Ephrathite of Beth-lehem in Judah, whose 

name was Jesse; and he had eight sons; and the man was an old man in the 

days of Saul, stricken in years among men. (13) And the three eldest sons of 

Jesse had gone after Saul to the battle; and the names of his three sons that 

went to the battle were Eliab the first-born, and next unto him Abinadab, and 

the third Shammah. (14) And David was the youngest; and the three eldest 

followed Saul.— (15) Now David went to and fro from Saul to feed his father's 

sheep at Bethlehem.— (16) And the Philistine drew near morning and 

evening, and presented himself forty days. (17) And Jesse said unto David his 

son: 'Take now for thy brethren an ephah of this parched corn, and these ten 

loaves, and carry them quickly to the camp to thy brethren. (18) And bring 

these ten cheeses unto the captain of their thousand, and to thy brethren shalt 

thou bring greetings, and take their pledge; (19) now Saul, and they, and all 

the men of Israel, are in the vale of Elah, fighting with the Philistines.' (20) And 

David rose up early in the morning, and left the sheep with a keeper, and took, 

and went, as Jesse had commanded him; and he came to the barricade, as the 



  

host which was going forth to the fight shouted for the battle. (21) And Israel 

and the Philistines put the battle in array, army against army. (22) And David 

left his baggage in the hand of the keeper of the baggage, and ran to the army, 

and came and greeted his brethren. (23) And as he talked with them, behold, 

there came up the champion, the Philistine of Gath, Goliath by name, out of the 

ranks of the Philistines, and spoke according to the same words; and David 

heard them. (24) And all the men of Israel, when they saw the man, fled from 

him, and were sore afraid. (25) And the men of Israel said: 'Have ye seen this 

man that is come up? surely to taunt Israel is he come up; and it shall be, that 

the man who killeth him, the king will enrich him with great riches, and will 

give him his daughter, and make his father's house free in Israel.' (26) And 

David spoke to the men that stood by him, saying: 'What shall be done to the 

man that killeth this Philistine, and taketh away the taunt from Israel? for who 

is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he should have taunted the armies of the 

living God?'  (27) And the people answered him after this manner, saying: 'So 

shall it be done to the man that killeth him.' (28) And Eliab his eldest brother 

heard when he spoke unto the men; and Eliab's anger was kindled against 

David, and he said: 'Why art thou come down? and with whom hast thou left 

those few sheep in the wilderness? I know thy presumptuousness, and the 

naughtiness of thy heart; for thou art come down that thou mightest see the 

battle.' (29) And David said: 'What have I now done? Was it not but a word?' 

(30) And he turned away from him toward another, and spoke after the same 

manner; and the people answered him after the former manner. 

3. Shmuel I, 17: 44-47; 17:55-58 

(44) And the Philistine said to David: 'Come to me, and I will give thy flesh 

unto the fowls of the air, and to the beasts of the field.' (45) Then said David to 

the Philistine: 'Thou comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a 

javelin; but I come to thee in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the 

armies of Israel, whom thou hast taunted. (46) This day will the Lord deliver 

thee into my hand; and I will smite thee, and take thy head from off thee; and I 

will give the carcasses of the host of the Philistines this day unto the fowls of 

the air, and to the wild beasts of the earth; that all the earth may know that 

there is a God in Israel; (47) and that all this assembly may know that the Lord 

saveth not with sword and spear; for the battle is the Lord's, and He will give 

you into our hand.'  



  

(55) And when Saul saw David go forth against the Philistine, he said unto 

Abner, the captain of the host: 'Abner, whose son is this youth?' And Abner 

said: 'As thy soul liveth, O king, I cannot tell.' (56) And the king said: 'Inquire 

thou whose son the stripling is.' (57) And as David returned from the 

slaughter of the Philistine, Abner took him, and brought him before Saul with 

the head of the Philistine in his hand. (58) And Saul said to him: 'Whose son 

art thou, thou young man?' And David answered: 'I am the son of thy servant 

Jesse the Bethlehemite.' 

4. Shmuel I, 18:1-3 

 (1) And it came to pass, when he had made an end of speaking unto Saul, that 
the soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him 
as his own soul. (2) And Saul took him that day, and would let him go no more 
home to his father's house. (3) Then Jonathan made a covenant with David, 
because he loved him as his own soul.  
 
5. Shmuel II, Ch. 11 
 

 (1) And it came to pass, at the return of the year, at the time when kings go 
out to battle, that David sent Joab, and his servants with him, and all Israel; 
and they destroyed the children of Ammon, and besieged Rabbah. But David 
tarried at Jerusalem. (2) And it came to pass at eventide, that David arose from 
off his bed, and walked upon the roof of the king's house; and from the roof he 
saw a woman bathing; and the woman was very beautiful to look upon. (3) 
And David sent and inquired after the woman. And one said: 'Is not this Bath-
sheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite?' (4) And David sent 
messengers, and took her; and she came in unto him, and he lay with her; for 
she was purified from her uncleanness; and she returned unto her house. (5) 
And the woman conceived; and she sent and told David, and said: 'I am with 
child.' (6) And David sent to Joab[, saying]: 'Send me Uriah the Hittite.' And 
Joab sent Uriah to David. (7) And when Uriah was come unto him, David asked 
of him how Joab did, and how the people fared, and how the war prospered. 
(8) And David said to Uriah: 'Go down to thy house, and wash thy feet.' And 
Uriah departed out of the king's house, and there followed him a mess of food 
from the king. (9) But Uriah slept at the door of the king's house with all the 
servants of his lord, and went not down to his house. (10) And when they had 
told David, saying: 'Uriah went not down unto his house', David said unto 
Uriah: 'Art thou not come from a journey? wherefore didst thou not go down 
unto thy house?' (11) And Uriah said unto David: 'The ark, and Israel, and 
Judah, abide in booths; and my lord Joab, and the servants of my lord, are 



  

encamped in the open field; shall I then go into my house, to eat and to drink, 
and to lie with my wife? as thou livest, and as thy soul liveth, I will not do this 
thing.' (12) And David said to Uriah: 'Tarry here to-day also, and tomorrow I 
will let thee depart.' So Uriah abode in Jerusalem that day, and the morrow. 
(13) And when David had called him, he did eat and drink before him; and he 
made him drunk; and at even he went out to lie on his bed with the servants of 
his lord, but went not down to his house. (14) And it came to pass in the 
morning, that David wrote a letter to Joab, and sent it by the hand of Uriah. 
(15) And he wrote in the letter, saying: 'Set ye Uriah in the forefront of the 
hottest battle, and retire ye from him, that he may be smitten, and die.' (16) 
And it came to pass, when Joab kept watch upon the city, that he assigned 
Uriah unto the place where he knew that valiant men were. (17) And the men 
of the city went out, and fought with Joab; and there fell some of the people, 
even of the servants of David; and Uriah the Hittite died also. (18) Then Joab 
sent and told David all the things concerning the war; (19) and he charged the 
messenger, saying: 'When thou hast made an end of telling all the things 
concerning the war unto the king, (20) it shall be that, if the king's wrath arise, 
and he say unto thee: Wherefore went ye so nigh unto the city to fight? knew 
ye not that they would shoot from the wall? (21) who smote Abimelech the 
son of Jerubbesheth? did not a woman cast an upper millstone upon him from 
the wall, that he died at Thebez? why went ye so nigh the wall? then shalt thou 
say: Thy servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also.' (22) So the messenger went, 
and came and told David all that Joab had sent him for. (23) And the 
messenger said unto David: 'The men prevailed against us, and came out unto 
us into the field, and we were upon them even unto the entrance of the gate. 
(24) And the shooters shot at thy servants from off the wall; and some of the 
king's servants are dead, and thy servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also.' (25) 
Then David said unto the messenger: 'Thus shalt thou say unto Joab: Let not 
this thing displease thee, for the sword devoureth in one manner or another; 
make thy battle more strong against the city, and overthrow it; and encourage 
thou him.' (26) And when the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her husband was 
dead, she made lamentation for her husband. (27) And when the mourning 
was past, David sent and took her home to his house, and she became his wife, 
and bore him a son. But the thing that David had done displeased the Lord. 
 



  

II. Dovid's Experience of Loss 

6. Tehillim 51 

 
 

ַח ( א)  .ָדִודלְ  ִמְזמֹורַלְמַנצֵּ

ָליו ( ב) ל ַבת ָשַבע ָנָתן ַהָנִביאְבבֹוא אֵּ ר ָבא אֶׁ  .ַכֲאשֶׁ

ָך( ג) ִני ֱאֹלִהים ְכַחְסדֶׁ יָך  ׇחנֵּ ה פְ ְכֹרב ַרֲחמֶׁ  .ָשָעיְמחֵּ

ב( ]ד) רֶׁ ִני ( הרבה[ )הֶׁ ִניַכְבסֵּ ַחָטאִתי ַטֲהרֵּ ֲעֹוִני ּומֵּ  .מֵּ

ָדע ( ה) אִתי ֶנְגדִ ִכי ְפָשַעי ֲאִני אֵּ ִמידְוַחטָּ  .י תָּ

ָך  ְלָך ְלַבְדָך ָחָטאִתי( ו) ינֶׁיָך ָעִשיִתי ְלַמַען ִתְצַדק ְבׇדְברֶׁ ְוָהַרע ְבעֵּ

ָך ה ְבׇשְפטֶׁ  .ִתְזכֶׁ

ְטא יֱֶׁחַמְתִני ִאִמי( ז) ן ְבָעוֹון חֹוָלְלִתי ּוְבחֵּ  .הֵּ

ת ָחַפְצָת ( ח) ן ֱאמֶׁ חֹותהֵּ ִני ַבטֻּ ם ׇחְכָמה תֹוִדיעֵּ  .ּוְבָסתֻּ

ְטָהרְתחַ ( ט) זֹוב ְואֶׁ ִני ְבאֵּ ג ַאְלִבין ְתַכְבֵסִני ְטאֵּ לֶׁ  .ּוִמשֶׁ

ה( י) שֹון ְוִשְמחָּ ְלָנה ֲעָצמֹות ִדִכיתָ  ַתְשִמיֵעִני שָּ   ָתגֵּ

ה( יא)  ֲחָטָאי ְוׇכל ֲעֹוֹנַתי ְמחֵּ ר ָפנֶׁיָך מֵּ  .ַהְסתֵּ

א ִלי ֱאֹלִהים( יב) הֹור ְברָּ  .ְרִביְורּוַח נָּכֹון ַחֵדש ְבקִ  ֵלב טָּ

ֶניָך( יג) ִני ַאל ַתְשִליֵכִני ִמְלפָּ  ְורּוַח ׇקְדְשָך ַאל ִתַקח ִממֶׁ

ָךָהִשיָבה ִלי ( יד) ִני ְששֹון ִיְשעֶׁ  .ְורּוַח ְנִדיָבה ִתְסְמכֵּ

ֶכיָך( טו) ה ֹפְשִעים ְדרָּ יָך ָישּובּו ֲאַלְמדָּ לֶׁ  .ְוַחָטִאים אֵּ

ִני ( טז) ָךֱאֹלִהי ִמָדִמיםַהִצילֵּ ן ְלשֹוִני ִצְדָקתֶׁ י ְתשּוָעִתי ְתַרנֵּ  .ם ֱאֹלהֵּ

ָך( יז)  .ֲאֹדָני ְשָפַתי ִתְפָתח ּוִפי ַיִגיד ְתִהָלתֶׁ

ה( יח) ָנה עֹוָלה לֹא ִתְרצֶׁ תֵּ  .ִכי לֹא ַתְחֹפץ זֶַׁבח ְואֶׁ

ה ֱאֹלִהים לֹא ִתבְ ( יט) ב ִנְשָבר ְוִנְדכֶׁ י ֱאֹלִהים רּוַח ִנְשָבָרה לֵּ  זֶׁהִזְבחֵּ

חֹומֹות , ִתְבֶנה;    ִצּיֹון-ֶאת, כ  ֵהיִטיָבה ִבְרצֹוְנָך 

 .ְירּוָשָלִם

ץ זִ ְבֵחי-ֶצֶדק,    עֹוָלה ְוָכִליל ְחפֹּ  ;כא  ָאז תַּ

ל ֲחָך  -ָאז יֲַּעלּו עַּ יִמְזבַּ  

 

 

(1) For the Leader. A Song of David;  
(2) when Nathan the prophet came unto him, after he had gone in to 
Bathsheba.  
(3) Be gracious unto me, O God, according to Thy mercy; According to the 
multitude of Thy compassions blot out (erase) my transgressions.  
(4) Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, And cleanse me from my sin.  
(5) For I know my transgressions; And my sin is ever before me.  
(6) Against Thee, Thee only, have I sinned, And done that which is evil in 
Thy sight; That Thou mayest be justified when Thou speakest, And be in the 
right when Thou judgest.  
(7) Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, And in sin did my mother conceive 
me.  
(8) Behold, Thou desirest truth in the inward parts; Make me, therefore, to 
know wisdom in mine inmost heart.  
(9) Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; Wash me, and I shall be 
whiter than snow.  
(10) Make me to hear joy and gladness; That the bones which Thou hast 
crushed may rejoice.  
(11) Hide Thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities.  
(12) Create me a clean heart, O God; And renew a steadfast spirit within me.  



  

(13) Cast me not away from Thy presence; And take not Thy holy spirit from 
me.  
(14) Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation; And let a willing spirit uphold 
me.  
(15) Then will I teach transgressors Thy ways; And sinners shall return unto 
Thee.  
(16) Deliver me from blood-guiltiness, O God, Thou God of my salvation; So 
shall my tongue sing aloud of Thy righteousness.  
(17) O Lord, open Thou my lips; And my mouth shall declare Thy praise.  
(18) For Thou delightest not in sacrifice, else would I give it; Thou hast no 
pleasure in burnt-offering.  
(19) The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; A broken and a contrite heart, O 
God, Thou wilt not despise.  
(20) Do good in Thy favour unto Zion; Build Thou the walls of Jerusalem.  
(21) Then wilt Thou delight in the sacrifices of righteousness, in burnt-
offering and whole offering; Then will they offer bullocks upon Thine altar. 
 
7. Da'at Mikrah Tehillim, 51:6 (biblical commentary published by Mossad  
  Harav Kook)  
 
Against You, Who are alone, I sinned. And he said "You alone" to magnify the 
seriousness of the sin and his fear. 
 
8. Rashi, Tehillim 51:6    
 
Against You alone I sinned - therefore it is in Your Hand to forgive, and even 
that which I sinned against Uriyah, I only sinned against You because you 
warned against doing this. 
 
9. Radak (Rabbi David Kimchi, 12th-13th-c. Provence), Tehillim 51:6 
 
Against You alone. Because my sins were in private; the matter of Bat Sheva 
was in private and no one knows except for You. 
 



  

10. Malbim (Rabbi Meir Leibush ben Yechiel Michel Wisser, 19th-c.    
  Ukraine) Tehillim 51:6 
 
Because I did not sin against Uriyah - not by killing him, since he rebelled 
against the king, and not with Bat Sheva, because she was divorced, as it is 
written at length (Shmuel II, Ch. 11) and the sin was only against You, and also  
a sin against Hashem if it is done publicly teshuva does not help because of 
Chillul Hashem that is not forgiven, but I only did evil in Your eyes, because 
the act was in private. 
 
11. Ibn Ezra (Rabbi Avraham ben Meir Ibn Ezra, 11th-c. Spain),  
  Tehillim 51:9 
 
Purge me - he compared this even that happened to his soul to the affliction of 
leprosy to the body, so he asked to be cleaned with hyssop.  
 

12. Vayikra 14:1-7 

(1) Hashem spoke to Moses, saying, (2) “This shall be the law of the leper in 

the day of his cleansing. He shall be brought to the priest, (3) and the priest 

shall go forth out of the camp. The priest shall examine him, and behold, if the 

plague of leprosy is healed in the leper, (4) then the priest shall command 

them to take for him who is to be cleansed two living clean birds, and cedar 

wood, and scarlet, and hyssop. (5) The priest shall command them to kill one 

of the birds in an earthen vessel over running water. (6) As for the living bird, 

he shall take it, and the cedar wood, and the scarlet, and the hyssop, and shall 

dip them and the living bird in the blood of the bird that was killed over the 

running water. (7) He shall sprinkle on him who is to be cleansed from the 

leprosy seven times, and shall pronounce him clean, and shall let the living 

bird go into the open field. 



  

III. Understanding the Roots of the Sin and Loss 

13. Malbim, Shmuel I, 11:1 (R. Meir Leibush ben Yehiel Michel Wisser),  

  1809-1879, Ukraine 

It hints that it was through the king's sitting in his home, and not going out 

himself to fight the wars of Hashem, this event came upon him.  And so that 

you should not say that he was tired and weak from the previous war, it says 

that it was at the beginning of the year, and so that you should not think that it 

was not an appropriate time to go out because of the cold and rain it says "at 

the time that kings go out," because it was in the month of Sivan when all of 

the kings of the land go out to battle. And so that you should not say that it 

was a small war for which it would have been dishonorable for the king to go 

out himself, it says that he sent Yoav his general and his servants, who were 

the generals and heroes, and all of Yisrae-l, and as such it was appropriate that 

their king go before them.  And they destroyed Ammon and besieged Rabbah-- 

this continued for a long time, but nonetheless David sat in Yerushalayim and 

did not come to take part in Hashem's salvation through His heroes. 

14. Shmuel II, 12:11-14 

(11) Thus saith the Lord: Behold, I will raise up evil against thee out of thine 

own house, and I will take thy wives before thine eyes, and give them unto thy 

neighbour, and he shall lie with thy wives in the sight of this sun. (12) For 

thou didst it secretly; but I will do this thing before all Israel, and before the 

sun.' (13) And David said unto Nathan: 'I have sinned against the Lord.' 

And Nathan said unto David: 'The Lord also hath put away thy sin; thou shalt 

not die. (14) Howbeit, because by this deed thou hast greatly blasphemed the 

enemies of the Lord, the child also that is born unto thee shall surely die.'  



  

15.  Chart summarizing approach and views of R. Yehonatan Yaakovs, in an 

article, regarding how Dovid's actions in Perek 12 repair his actions of 

insensitivity. 

 Chet- Sin T'shuva- Repair 

Sin against Uriyah  And Uriah said unto David: 

'The ark, and Israel, and 

Judah, abide in booths; and 

my lord Joab, and the 

servants of my lord, are 

encamped in the open field; 

shall I then go into my 

house, to eat and to drink, 

and to lie with my wife? as 

thou livest, and as thy soul 

liveth, I will not do this 

thing.' (Shmuel II, 11:11) 

David therefore beseeched 

Gd for the child; and David 

fasted, and as often as he 

went in, he lay all night upon 

the earth.  And the elders of 

his house arose, and stood 

beside him, to raise him up 

from the earth; but he would 

not, neither did he eat bread 

with them. (Shmuel II, 

12:16-17 

Sin against other people Then David said unto the 

messenger: 'Thus shalt thou 

say unto Joab: Let not this 

thing displease thee, for the 

sword devoureth in one 

manner or another; make 

thy battle more strong 

against the city, and 

overthrow it; and encourage 

thou him.' (Shmuel II. 11:25) 

But now he is dead, 

wherefore should I fast? can 

I bring him back again? I 

shall go to him, but he will 

not return to me.' (Shmuel II, 

12:23) 

Sin against Hashem No mention of Hashem 

throughout all  of David's 

actions in Chapter 11 

David therefore beseeched 

Gd for the child; and David 

fasted, and as often as he 

went in, he lay all night upon 

the earth. ... And he said: 

'While the child was yet 

alive, I fasted and wept; for I 

said: Who knoweth whether 

the Lord will not be gracious 

to me, that the child may 

live? (Shmuel II, 12:16; 

12:22 

 



  

IV. Nathan's Parable: David's Catalyst for Growth and Insight 

16. Shmuel II, 12:1-10 

(1) And the Lord sent Nathan unto David. And he came unto him, and said 

unto him: 'There were two men in one city: the one rich, and the other poor. 

(2) The rich man had exceeding many flocks and herds; (3) but the poor man 

had nothing save one little ewe lamb, which he had bought and reared; and it 

grew up together with him, and with his children; it did eat of his own morsel, 

and drank of his own cup, and lay in his bosom, and was unto him as a 

daughter. (4) And there came a traveler unto the rich man, and he spared to 

take of his own flock and of his own herd, to dress for the wayfaring man that 

was come unto him, but took the poor man's lamb, and dressed it for the man 

that was come to him.' (5) And David's anger was greatly kindled against the 

man; and he said to Nathan: 'As the Lord liveth, the man that hath done 

this deserveth to die; (6) and he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he 

did this thing, and because he had no pity.' (7) And Nathan said to David: 

'Thou art the man. Thus saith the Lord, the God of Israel: I anointed thee king 

over Israel, and I delivered thee out of the hand of Saul; (8) and I gave thee thy 

master's house, and thy master's wives into thy bosom, and gave thee the 

house of Israel and of Judah; and if that were too little, then would I add unto 

thee so much more. (9) Wherefore hast thou despised the word of the Lord, to 

do that which is evil in My sight? Uriah the Hittite thou hast smitten with the 

sword, and his wife thou hast taken to be thy wife, and him thou hast slain 

with the sword of the children of Ammon. (10) Now therefore, the sword shall 

never depart from thy house; because thou hast despised Me, and hast taken 

the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be thy wife.   



  

17. Comparison of actions by Shaul and Dovid 

David is sent by Shaul to kill Goliath while 

Shaul remains safe. 

And it came to pass, at the return of the year, 

at the time when kings go out to battle, that 

David sent Joab, and his servants with him, and 

all Israel; and they destroyed the children of 

Ammon, and besieged Rabbah. But David 

tarried at Jerusalem. (2) And it came to pass at 

eventide, that David arose from off his bed, and 

walked upon the roof of the king's house; and 

from the roof he saw a woman bathing; and 

the woman was very beautiful to look upon. 

(Shmuel II, 11:1-2) 

And Saul said to David: 'Behold my elder 
daughter Merab, her will I give thee to 
wife; only be thou valiant for me, and 
fight the Lord's battles.' For Saul said: 'Let 
not my hand be upon him, but let the 
hand of the Philistines be upon him.' 
(Shmuel I, 18:17) 
 

And it came to pass in the morning, that David 

wrote a letter to Joab, and sent it by the hand 

of Uriah. And he wrote in the letter, saying: 'Set 

ye Uriah in the forefront of the hottest battle, 

and retire ye from him, that he may be smitten, 

and die.' (Shmuel II, 11:14-15) 

But it came to pass at the time when 

Merab Saul's daughter should have been 

given to David, that she was given unto 

Adriel the Meholathite to wife. (Shmuel I, 

18:19) 

Now Saul had given Michal his daughter, 

David's wife, to Palti the son of Laish, who 

was of Gallim. (Shmuel I, 25:44) 

And David sent and inquired after the woman. 

And one said: 'Is not this Bathsheba, the 

daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the 

Hittite?' And David sent messengers, and took 

her; and she came in unto him, and he lay with 

her; for she was purified from her 

uncleanness; and she returned unto her house. 

(Shmuel II, 11:3-4) 

 

18. Shmuel I, 18:14-27 

(14) And David had great success in all his ways; and the Lord was with him. 

(15) And when Saul saw that he had great success, he stood in awe of him. 

(16) But all Israel and Judah loved David; for he went out and came in before 

them. (17) And Saul said to David: 'Behold my elder daughter Merab, her will I 

give thee to wife; only be thou valiant for me, and fight the Lord's battles.' For 

Saul said: 'Let not my hand be upon him, but let the hand of the Philistines be 

upon him.' (18) And David said unto Saul: 'Who am I, and what is my life, or 

my father's family in Israel, that I should be son-in-law to the king?' (19) But it 



  

came to pass at the time when Merab Saul's daughter should have been given 

to David, that she was given unto Adriel the Meholathite to wife. (20) And 

Michal Saul's daughter loved David; and they told Saul, and the thing pleased 

him. (21) And Saul said: 'I will give him her, that she may be a snare to him, 

and that the hand of the Philistines may be against him.' Wherefore Saul said 

to David: 'Thou shalt this day be my son-in-law through the one of the twain.' 

(22) And Saul commanded his servants: 'Speak with David secretly, and say: 

Behold, the king hath delight in thee, and all his servants love thee; now 

therefore be the king's son-in-law.' (23) And Saul's servants spoke those 

words in the ears of David. And David said: 'Seemeth it to you a light thing to 

be the king's son-in-law, seeing that I am a poor man, and lightly esteemed?' 

(24) And the servants of Saul told him, saying: 'On this manner spoke David.' 

(25) And Saul said: 'Thus shall ye say to David: The king desireth not any 

dowry, but a hundred foreskins of the Philistines, to be avenged of the king's 

enemies.' For Saul thought to make David fall by the hand of the Philistines. 

(26) And when his servants told David these words, it pleased David well to 

be the king's son-in-law. And the days were not expired; (27) and David arose 

and went, he and his men, and slew of the Philistines two hundred men; and 

David brought their foreskins, and they gave them in full number to the king, 

that he might be the king's sonin-law. And Saul gave him Michal his daughter 

to wife. 

 



  

V. David's Transformation 

19. Gemara Baba Metzia 59 

It is preferable for a person to engage in intercourse with a woman 

whose married status is uncertain and not humiliate another in public. 

The Gemara asks: From where do we derive this? The Gemara answers: It is 

from that which Rava interpreted, as Rava interpreted: What is the 

meaning of that which is written: "And when I limped they rejoiced and 

gathered ... they tore and did not cease [damu]"( Psalms 35:15)? The term 

"damu" can also be understood as a reference to blood. Concerning the fasting 

he undertook to atone for his sin with Bathsheba (see Shmuel II, chapters 11-

12), David said before the Holy One, Blessed is He: Master of the 

Universe, it is revealed and known before You that if my tormenters were 

to tear my flesh, my blood [dami] would not flow to the ground, due to 

excessive fasting.  And moreover, they torment me to the extent that even at 

the time when they are engaged in the public study of the halakkhot of 

leprous sores and tents in which there is a corpse, i.e., halakhic matters that 

have no connection to my sin, they say to me: David, one who engages in 

intercourse with a married woman, his death is effected with what form  

of execution? And I say to them: One who engages in intercourse with a 

married woman before witnesses and with forewarning, his death is by 

strangulation, but he still has a share in the World-to-Come.  But one who 

humiliates another in public has no share in the World-to-Come.  The 

transgression of you, who humiliate me, is more severe than my 

transgression. 



  

20. Shmuel II, 15:24-29 

(24) And, lo, Zadok also came, and all the Levites with him, bearing the ark of 
the covenant of God; and they set down the ark of God — but Abiathar went 
up — until all the people had done passing out of the city. (25) And the king 
said unto Zadok: 'Carry back the ark of God into the city; if I shall find favour 
in the eyes of the Lord, He will bring me back, and show me both it, and His 
habitation; (26) but if He say thus: I have no delight in thee; behold, here am I, 
let Him do to me as seemeth good unto Him.' (27) The king said also unto 
Zadok the priest: 'Seest thou? return into the city in peace, and your two sons 
with you, Ahimaaz thy son, and Jonathan the son of Abiathar. (28) See, I will 
tarry in the plains of the wilderness, until there come word from you to 
announce unto me.' (29) Zadok therefore and Abiathar carried the ark of God 
back to Jerusalem; and they abode there. 
 
21. Shmuel II, 18:5 

And the king commanded Joab and Abishai and Ittai, saying: 'Deal gently for 

my sake with the young man even with Absalom.' And all the people heard 

when the king gave all the captains charge concerning Absalom. 

22. Radak on Shmuel II, 18:5 - Rabbi David Kimhi, b.1160, d.1235, France 

Be gentle for my sake on the lad, on Avshalom. If you chance upon him in war, 

be gentle to him for my sake and do not kill him, so that I should not see his 

tragedy, because even though he harmed me, I am a father who has mercy. 

And the meaning of "le-at" is "gently," that is to say, that you should not come 

upon him with anger or wrath to strike him, as would have been appropriate; 

save him for my sake. 



  

23. Shmuel II, 18:24-29:9 

Ch. 18 

24) Now David sat between the two gates; and the watchman went up to the 

roof of the gate unto the wall, and lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold a 

man running alone. (25) And the watchman cried, and told the king. And the 

king said: 'If he be alone, there is tidings in his mouth.' And he came apace, and 

drew near. (26) And the watchman saw another man running; and the 

watchman called unto the porter, and said: 'Behold another man running 

alone.' And the king said: 'He also bringeth tidings.' (27) And the watchman 

said: 'I think the running of the foremost is like the running of Ahimaaz the 

son of Zadok.' And the king said: 'He is a good man, and cometh with good 

tidings.' (28) And Ahimaaz called, and said unto the king: 'All is well.' And he 

bowed down before the king with his face to the earth, and said: 'Blessed be 

the Lord thy God, who hath delivered up the men that lifted up their hand 

against my lord the king.' (29) And the king said: 'Is it well with the young 

man Absalom?' And Ahimaaz answered: 'When Joab sent the king's servant, 

and me thy servant, I saw a great tumult, but I knew not what it was.' (30) And 

the king said: 'Turn aside, and stand here.' And he turned aside, and stood still. 

(31) And, behold, the Cushite came; and the Cushite said: 'Tidings for my lord 

the king; for the Lord hath avenged thee this day of all them that rose up 

against thee.' (32) And the king said unto the Cushite: 'Is it well with the 

young man Absalom?' And the Cushite answered: 'The enemies of my lord the 

king and all that rise up against thee to do thee hurt, be as that young man is.' 

Ch. 19 

(1) And the king was much moved, and went up to the chamber over the gate, 

and wept; and as he went, thus he said: 'O my son Absalom, my son, my son 

Absalom! would I had died for thee, O Absalom, my son, my son! ' (2) And it was 

told Joab: 'Behold, the king weepeth and mourneth for Absalom.' (3) And the 

victory that day was turned into mourning unto all the people; for the people 

heard say that day: 'The king grieveth for his son.' (4) And the people got them 

by stealth that day into the city, as people that are ashamed steal away when 

they flee in battle. (5) And the king covered his face, and the king cried with a 

loud voice: 'O my son Absalom, O Absalom, my son, my son! ' (6) And Joab came 

into the house to the king, and said: 'Thou hast shamed this day the faces of all 



  

thy servants, who this day have saved thy life, and the lives of thy sons and of 

thy daughters, and the lives of thy wives, and the lives of thy concubines; (7) 

in that thou lovest them that hate thee, and hatest them that love thee. For 

thou hast declared this day, that princes and servants are nought unto thee; 

for this day I perceive, that if Absalom had lived, and all we had died this day, 

then it had pleased thee well. (8) Now therefore arise, go forth, and speak to 

the heart of thy servants; for I swear by the Lord, if thou go not forth, there 

will not tarry a man with thee this night; and that will be worse unto thee than 

all the evil that hath befallen thee from thy youth until now.' (9) Then the king 

arose, and sat in the gate. And they told unto all the people, saying: 'Behold, 

the king doth sit in the gate'; and all the people came before the king. Now 

Israel had fled every man to his tent. 

24. Malbim, Shmuel II, 19:1   

And so he said as he went, "My son Avshalom." In other words, even though he 

rebelled [he was still my son]. He cried for him for two reasons: 1) Because he 

didn't intend to kill his father, just to rule instead of him, and this is why he 

said, "My son Avshalom; my son, my son Avshalom." which is to say, "You 

were my son, not someone who was cruel and foreign to kill  me; and you 

were my son, my son -- my main son, who would have been appropriate to 

rule in my place. 2) Because he knew that this event took place through his sin 

and through the promise of Natan HaNavi, and that is why he said, "Would 

that I had died instead of you" and not you instead of me, and that's why he 

decided to say "Avshalom, my son, my son" with his personal name coming 

first, as if he were righteous in and of himself but was punished for his father's 

sin. And Chazal said that he said "bni" eight times, to bring him up from the 

seven spheres of Gehinom to Gan Eden.    

    

 

 

   



  

25. Gemara, Talmud Bavli, Meseches Avodah Zarah, p 17 

 They said about Rabi Elazar ben Durdayya that he was so promiscuous 
that he did not leave one prostitute in the world with whom he did not engage 
in sexual intercourse.  Once, he heard that there was one prostitute in one of 
the cities overseas who would take a purse full of dinars as her payment. He 
took a purse full of dinars and went and crossed seven rivers to reach her. 
When they were engaged in the matters to which they were accustomed, she 
passed wind and said, "Just as this passed wind will not return to its place, so 
too Elazar ben Durdayya will not be accepted into repentance even if he were 
to try to repent." 
 He went and sat between two mountains and hills and said," Mountains 
and hills, pray for mercy on my behalf, so that my repentance will be 
accepted." They said to him, "Before we pray for mercy on your behalf, we 
must pray for mercy on our own behalf." ... He said, "Heaven and earth, pray 
for mercy on my behalf."  They said to him, "Before we pray for mercy on your 
behalf, we must pray for mercy on our own behalf." ... He said, "Sun and moon,   
pray for mercy on my behalf."  They said to him, "Before we pray for mercy on 
your behalf, we must pray for mercy on our own behalf." ... 
 Elazar ben Durdayya said, "Clearly, the matter depends on nothing other 
than myself. He placed his head between his  knees and cried loudly until his 
soul left his body. A Divine Voice emerged and said,"Rabbi Elazar ben 
Durdayya is destined for life in the World-to-Come." 


