
Epistemology of Tefila(Class  44) - 3/4/2021 —— Topic: 
Pesach(Passover) - Let my people go 

Recap 

1. All Amidot have same first  3 brachot  

•  Who governs the universe ? — Avot/G-d of our Forefathers 
•  What are HaShem’s powers? — Gevura/Divine might/Resurrection 
•  What influences Hashem? —- Holiness/Transcendence 

2. and same last 3 brachot 

•   Who are we? — Avodah/Hashem’s servants 
•  What are our powers? — Hoda’ah/Dependent & Grateful 
•   What influences us? —- Shalom/Peace/Harmony/Completeness 

3. The middle bracha between these makes a total of 7 and on 
Shabbat, Shavuot, Sukkot, Shemini Atzeret is called Kedushat 
HaYom/Holiness of the day making 

4. In summary the Amidot of all the 3 pilgrim festivals have 7 brachot: 

(a) 3 Brachot of praise at the beginning 
(b) 1  middle bracha for Kedushat HaYom 
(c) 3 brachot of leave at the end 

Class Strategy 

There are 4 names for this festival Pesach/Passover Chag Hamatzot/
Festival of Unleavened bread,  Zman Cheyruteinu/Season of Our Freedom, 
Chag Ha’aviv/Festival of Spring. 

So today as we continue to review and learn about the Pesach Amidot we 
will see again how the format for Shelosh Regalim/3 Pilgrim festivals -  
Pesach, Shavuot, and  Sukkot have the same the basic layout but with 
some personalization for each day. 

Page  of 1 7



The same amidah for Ma’ariv, Shacharit, and Mincha is used but Mussaf 
which uses most common Tefilot/Prayers and with some additional 
information about the specific festival. 
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PESACH AMIDOT - Kiddushat Hayom
PAGE NUMBERS

(RCA ARTSCROLL)

Pesach Ma’ariv, Shacharit & Mincha 
660 - 670 

Pesach Mussaf 
674 - 692

Atah Bechartanu/You have chosen us Atah Bechartanu/You have chosen us

662 678

Vatiten Lanu/And you gave us Vatiten Lanu/And you gave us

664 678

Ya’aleh Veyavo/May there rise and come Umifnei Chata’einu/But because of our sins

666 678 - 680

Uvechodesh HaRishon/And in the first month 
OR 

Vehikravtem/You are to bring

680

Elokeinu VeElokei Avoteinu/Our G—-d

686

Vehaseinu/Bestow upon us Vehaseinu/Bestow upon us 

666 686 - 688
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PESACH AMIDOT - Kidushat Hayom
PAGE NUMBERS

(THE KOREN)

Pesach Ma’ariv, Shacharit & Mincha 
771 - 787 

Pesach Mussaf 
807 - 829

Atah Bechartanu/You have chosen us Atah Bechartanu/You have chosen us

775 - 777 811

Vatiten Lanu/And you gave us Vatiten Lanu/And you gave us

777 813

Ya’aleh Veyavo/May there rise and come Umifnei Chata’einu/But because of our sins

779 813 - 815

Uvechodesh HaRishon/And in the first month 
OR 

Vehikravtem/You are to bring

815 OR 817

Elokeinu VeElokei Avoteinu/Our G—-d

823

Vehaseinu/Bestow upon us Vehaseinu/Bestow upon us

781 825



Rav  Munk(Vol ll pg 111) says the Amidot/Tefilot on the festivals do not only 
focus on the holiness of the day but on the “Chosenness” of the Jewish 
people. He continues that this should inspire us with joy that HaShem has 
chosen us, loves us, takes pleasure in us, and has given us these festivals 
for happiness. Rabbi Sacks(page 774)the Shabbat Amidot recall 
prehistory(creation) and the end of history(ultimate redemption), the 
festivals like Pesach/Passover recall specific moments within the History of 
Bnei Yisrael/Chidlren of Israel.  

1. Pesach Ma’ariv, Shacharit, and Mincha paragraphs 

Atah Bechartanu/You have chosen us - This paragraph 
shows that  we are happy to be chosen to perform HaShem’s 
mission on earth(RCA page 662). Rav Munk(Vol ll pg 113) says 
this paragraph has 3 key words  at the beginning that focus on 
3 ideas that of HaShem choosing us, stressing eternal love, 
and that HaShem has found Bnei Yisrael worthy. Furthermore 
he continues if we look at the Hebrew we see the connection 
to summed up by the words Bechartanu - chosen on Pesach 
to be brought out of Egypt, Ahavtanu - loved on Shavuot to 
give us the Torah on Mount Sinai, Ratzita Banu - favored us on 
Sukkot to forgive and protect us in the forty years wandering 
in the MIdbar/Desert. The paragraph continues to suggest that 
while human languages can produce big ideas and complex 
thought only the language of the Torah contains HaShem’s 
wisdom which connects to holiness which through HaShem’s 
Mitzvot/laws bring holiness into  those who observe them(RCA 
page 662 - 663). These verses conclude with to how proud we 
are that Hashem wanted to be called the G-d of Israel(RCA 
page 663).


Vetodieynu/You made  known to us —We add this prayer 
from the Talmud Berachot(33b) when the festival falls on a 
Saturday night like this year(RCA page 664, Koren page 777) 
and this fulfills the requirement of a Havdalah/Separation on 
the Amidah between the holiness of Shabbat and that of Yom 
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Tov showing that the holiness of the festivals is less than that 
of Shabbat. However there still is the requirement to say 
another Havdalah at the kiddush in the Seder.


Vatiten Lanu/And you gave us - This explains how HaShem 
gave us the festivals for gladness. Note: When a festival falls 
on Shabbat we say the same festival Amidah but add the 
words in brackets[] (RCA pg 665) For the holy days and season 
of joy we add for Pesach two of the names of the festival Chag 
HaMatzot/Festival of Matzot and Z’man Cheyruteinu/Time of  
our freedom however we also refer to the season implying 
springtime for Pesach(RCA page 664). Rav Munk (Vol ll 
page112) says to fulfill the Holy Convocation  we literally must 
take this from the Hebrew Shoresh Kuf-Reish-Aleph Karah/Call 
out as a command to say out loud Tefilot of Holiness with 
special prayers, including Hallel and Kiddush. With reference to 
Pesach we can see the memorial of the Exodus this is a more 
obvious statement when compared to the other holidays 
everything stems for our Exodus to become a Goy Kadosh/
Holy Nation the time of the creation of the wish people(Artscroll 
Pesach Machzor page 72)


 Ya’aleh Veyavo/May there rise and come-  Rabbi 
Potash(page 427) says in this tefila/prayer we are asking 
HaShem to remember us by taking into consideration our 
situation and lifting us closer to him. R’ Munk( Vol ll page 112) 
says we pray that HaShem by his renewed love on this festival 
will raise us from our low state of Galut to enjoy the happiness 
of the festival.


The Vilna Gaon (Rabbi Schwab page 508/9) as explained for  
discussed before that the first seven words after Ya’aleh/May 
there rise.......


(1) Veyavo, and come

(2) VeYagiah, and reach

(3) VeYeiraeh,  and be seen

(4) VeYeiratzeh, and be willingly received

(5) Vyishamah, and be heard

(6) Veyiphakeid and shall receive special attention.
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(7) VeYizacher and will be recorded and rewarded

represent the Kabbalist 7 levels of heavenly spheres and we 
are hereby asking for our Aveirot/sins to be forgotten and our 
Mitzvot/good deeds to brought through these 7 levels to 
HaShem so that he will show mercy on our personal behavior 
and fortune above human existence. 


Rabbi Danon(page 131) says we can also see these levels 
depict the way offerings that were gifts to HaShem on the 
Pilgrim festivals were brought to the Temple in the process that 
follows:


(1) Veyavo, and come forward and ascend the steps

(2) VeYagiah, and reach the alter 

(3) VeYeiraeh,  and be seen by the officiating Kohen/Priest 

(4) VeYeiratzeh, and let your gift be willingly received

(5) Vyishamah, and may the declaration about your gift be heard

(6) Veyiphakeid and shall it be recorded and receive special 

attention.

(7) VeYizacher and may this act be remembered and rewarded by 

HaShem


Thereby the physical process in the Temple mimics what 
happens in the heavens and we now by saying this prayer 
although we can no longer bring the material gift by 
remembering this we bring to G-D the remembrance of 
bringing gifts and our yearning for the final Geulah/Redemption 
and rebuilding of our temple.


Rav Schwab(page 509) says since this prayer is asking for 
HaShem to remember our Mitzvot, we now go on to list of 
remembrances that have may have been forgotten and 
forfeited because of Aveirot/sins. we want to be.  First we bring 
to HaShem’s attention the mitzvot Zichroneinu/of Tzadikim, 
ufikdodeinu/Ba’alei Teshuvah, Zikron Avoteinu/merits of Avot 
and Imaot, Zichron Mashiach/the promise of redemption, 
Zichron Yerushalyim/a holy city full of mitzvot, Zikaron Kol Bnei 
Yisrael/ all the mitzvot and Ma’asim Tovim/good deeds of all 
the Jewish nation through out history. The we continue to ask 
for these remembrances to save us and reward us in these 
seven ways(Rav Schwab page 509). Again these seven ways 
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correspond to the seven Reikim/levels of heavenly spheres. We 
now add the connection to the biblical name for Pesach of 
Chag HaMatzot/This day of the Festival of Matzot.   Rav 
Schwab(page 510) says that after this we follow with words of 
compassion and salvation that are references to the many 
promises Hashem has made to us that He will remember us 
and have compassion on us to bring the Geulah/Redemption in 
our days so we turn our eyes to Him to show the world and 
conclude that He is our G-d Who is a gracious and 
compassionate King.


Vehasieinu/Bestow upon us - In concluding paragraph that 
contains the bracha of the  section we ask HaShem to give us 
all the joyous blessings of the festival day and season (RCA pg 
667). Rav Munk(Vol ll page 115) explain in the bracha at the we 
use the word  Hazmanim/Seasons instead of Moadim/Times to 
tie the festivals to the seasons and to show that it is leaders of 
Yisrael/Israel that decide when the festivals will be an not the 
Moed which is the times determined by the moon,This is why 
we add a  a whole month in the Leap year to get the holiday 
back in place with its season. NOTE: If a festival falls on 
Shabbat(2nd last day of Pesach) the words are changed to 
mekadesh HaShabbat, VeYisarael, VeHazmanim. In order of 
chronological order of establishment (R’ Munk pg 115) with 
Shabbat being the first thing HaShem made at creation, the the 
forming of Israel as a nation when they were given the Torah, 
then the Festivals that were given last of all.


NEXT WEEK: Order of davening for Pesach with explanation on 
Mussaf/Additional service, Birkat Cohanim/Priestly Blessing, 
Yizkor/Memorial Prayer, and Tefilat Tal/Prayer for Dew. Will post 
a source document with the pages in the siddur before next 
class.
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