
Epistemology of Tefila(Class  42) - 2/18/2021 —— Topic: Kedushah, 
Kaddish, and Kaddish D’Rabbanan - Memories are so beautiful and 
then..... Part 3 

Recap 

1. We use the Kedusha of the angels to sanctify HaShem 

2. Kedusha is the supreme moment of holiness in prayer and it takes 
different forms both for different day, services, and customs of the 
community but all the forms contain 3 main parts: Kadosh Kadosh 
Kadosh/Holy, Holy, Holy,  Baruch Kavod/Blessed is the Glory,  
Yimloch HaShem/HaShem will reign 

3. When the Kedusha is said in shul one is required to stop whatever 
one is doing and join together with the congregation 

4. As mentioned last week the Kedusha is the same for many of the 
services and omitted in Ma’ariv:  

(1) Shacharit for weekdays, Rosh Chodesh, and Chol Hamoed 
(2) Mincha for weekdays, Rosh Chodesh, Chol Hamoed, Shabbat, 

and Festivals except Yom Kippur. 
(3) Mussaf on Rosh Chodesh, and Chol Hamoed. 

5. 3 other variations of the kedusha for other days have different 
introductory words and the addition of The Shema. 

Class Strategy 

So now we continue with Kaddish which has the same 3 root letters as 
Kedusha being in Hebrew Kuf-Dalet-Shin the word Kadesh which means 
sanctify. Rabbi Potash says(page 170) Kaddish is a great and awe-
inspiring expression of praise composed after the destruction of the first 
Beit Hamikadash/The Temple so since HaShem’s name was desecrated by 
this act we pray to Sanctify His great name.  Furthermore he 
continues(Rabbi Potash page 173) that Kaddish is the greatest of songs to 
praise HaShem as we include our reference to the enormous revelations of 
His greatness we have seen this far in this far through creation and the 
Torah and we end with the incredible revelation in the future when the 
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Mashiach will come and there will be peace. Rabbis Barclay & Jaeger(page 
231) say this Tefila/Prayer is really an appeal to HaShem to reveal Himself 
in the world again and thereby elevating and sanctifying His great name as 
prophesied by Yechezkel/Ezekiel 38:23 about the final redemption. 

The prayer in shul services has 3 types(Rabbis Barclay & Jaeger page 
232): 

(1) Kaddish Shalem(Titkabel)/Whole Kaddish  marks the end of 
the Amidah and its meditations or Chatzi Kaddish/Half Kaddish 
which are recited by the Chazan/Cantor at the conclusion of 
various  sections of the Tefilot/Prayers and serves as steps 
from one to another. 

(2) Kaddish Yatom/Mourner’s Kaddish which is recited by the 
mourner for 11 months after the death of a parent, a month 
after the death of a the other close relatives, and on the 
yahrtzeit/anniversary of the the death by Hebrew date. 

(3) Kaddish D’rabbanan/Rabbi/s Kaddish which is recited after 
studying Talmud/Oral Torah and has become the custom to be 
said by a mourner however if no mourner is present someone 
who has lost a parent should say this Kaddish. 

Rabbi Donin(page 216) says that no prayer in Jewish liturgy arouses 
greater emotion than Kaddish but it should not be considered a prayer for 
the dead rather the sanctification of HaShem’s name publicly with the 
response being the heart of the Kaddish and must be said aloud and in 
unison. However he notes(Rabbi Donin page 218) the names of HaShem 
Yud-Hay-Vav-Hay and Elokim do not appear in Kaddish instead are replace 
by the words Shemei Kdusha/Name of the Holy One, Avuhon di Bi’shmaya/
their Father in Heaven and Shemei Rabbah/His Great name. 

Rabbi J. B. Soloveitchik(page 45) says when we recite Kaddish it must be a 
D’var Shebikedusha/A sacred public utterance which can only be recited 
only in a minyan which is the public way to sanctify HaShem’s name. 

Rav Munk(page 120) says when we say Kaddish in a minyan we introduce 
the idea of a community which is strengthened by its individuals where 
deficiencies of one is made up by another and the proper sanctifying of 
HaShem can only be done with solemnity and fervor by rallying all the 
spiritual powers fund in a community. 
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Since the response is the crux of Kaddish Rabbi Donin(page 217) says 
replying Yeshei Shmei Raba/May His Great Name and Amen are the key 
factor for all congregants hearing the Kaddish. The Talmud(Rabbi Donin) in 
many places has references to the value of responding to Kaddish as in 
Shabbat 119b says that when you respond with absolute devotion merits 
that any evil decrees against you are abolished, Sotah 49a explains that 
the world itself is sustained by the religious merit accrued in responding 
Yehei Shmei Raba, Berachot 57a states that one who answer Yehei 
Shemeu Raba is assured to be worthy of the world to come. 

Kaddish(Rabbis Barclay & Jaeger page 232) is like the Kedusha in that you 
must stop your davening to respond Amen and to say Yehei Shemei 
Rabbah. As before if davening the Shemoneh Esrei you should stop and 
listen to these words thinking about the responses without saying them. 

Rabbi Potash(page 183)says the Kaddish was written in Aramaic for two 
reasons the first being obvious as Aramaic was the spoken language at the 
time and dues to the importance of being able to understand the words and 
join in with the responses this was chosen.  A second reason given by 
Rabbis Barclay and Jaeger(page 231) was since the Mal’achim/Angels did 
not know Aramaic only Lashon Kodesh/Language of Torah it would not 
arouse their jealousy when this magnificent prayer was said to help us 
reach a higher level than angels after redemption. 

1. Kaddish Shalem(Titkabel)/Whole Kaddish(RCA page 156 - 158, 
Koren page 179, Large print page 822 - 824) or Chatzi Kaddish/Half 
Kaddish(RCA page 82, Koren page 87, Large print page 826) — Rabbi 
J. B.Soloveitchik(page 45) says that the point of the Kaddish said by 
the Chazan/Cantor is to act as an amalgamating factor which by its 
performance requires the community to unite in response and turns the 
individuals in to a congregational unit. Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz(page 87) 
says since our Tefilot/prayers copy the temple service this type of  
Kaddish acts as “steps” between each section in our service and 
remind us of the steps between the various structural sections in 
theTemple which is a way of climbing to the Heavenly Temple from one 
world to another. Both these two begin the same as Rabbi Donin(page 
219) explains the Chatzi Kaddish/Half Kaddish was the complete 
Kaddish at the time of the destruction of the second temple until around 
the 8th century when we began to reflect in our prayers the traditional 
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yearning for peace. The Chatzi Kaddish/Half Kaddish which was the 
original Kaddish has now become the most common Kaddish to be said 
by the Chazan/Cantor as explained between the sections of the 
services for Shacharit, Mincha, and Ma’ariv. The Kaddish 
Shalem(Titkabel)/Whole Kaddish(Rabbi Donin page 221) came into 
existence as a custom to conclude the prayer  and adds an extra verse 
to the regular mourners Kaddish which starts with  Titkabel/Let be 
accepted as a way to additionally ask HaShem to accept all our prayers 
we have just recited and is hence called Kaddish Shalem/Whole or 
Kaddish Titkabel. 

2. Kaddish Yatom/Mourner’s Kaddish(RCA page 56, Koren page 61, 
Large print page 828 - 830) — Rabbi Donin(page 222) says this 
mourners Kaddish is called in Hebrew Kaddish Yatom as Yatom means 
orphan and it was said after Aleinu by mourners for the first time in the 
13th century. However he continues since the prayer makes no direct 
reference to the dead its interesting to look at some explanations how it 
came to be said ny mourners. One explanation now that we have read 
the translation is that the mourner by praising and affirming HaShem 
publicly shows the belief of His righteousness and ones acceptance of 
the Divine name coming from the mood of Iyov/Job 1:21. A second 
explanation(Donin page 223) as explained in the Talmud Sanhedrin 
104,  is that the commitment to coming to join in a minyan and say 
Kaddish serves in redeeming the deceased by fulfilling the ultimate 
Kibud Av V’Em/Honor your father and mother and showing the ultimate 
respect that continues after they have passed away. 

3. Kaddish D’rabbanan/Rabbi/‘s Kaddish(RCA page 52 - 54 , Koren 
page 57, Large print page 832 - 834) — Rabbi Donin(page 220) this 
was a Kaddish developed not originally to be said by mourners but 
rather by Rabbis when they finished a lecture on aggadah or midrash 
and since the language of the time was Aramaic it was composed in 
that language. We continue the custom to say this for all study sessions 
and after times in tefila/prayer when we read these parts. It differs from 
the regular Kaddish(Rabbi Donin page 220) in that there is an inclusion 
of a prayer for rabbis, scholars, and disciples and it is here that we refer 
to Avuhon di Bi’shmaya/their Father in Heaven. 
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EXTRA NOTES 

Yitgadal Veyitgadal/May His Great name grow exalted and sanctified 
— This refers to the events that will occur in war of Gog and Magog in 
which HaShem will perform amazing miracles in a war that will end all 
opposition to the revelation of His Glory and acceptance that he is the One 
and Only G-D(Rabbi Potash page 174). This is the time when HaShem’s 
Great name will be restored to all its glory and the fulfillment of Israel’s 
destiny as a nation will be attained(Rav Munk page 119). Rabbi 
Potash(page 175) says that since we never say HaShem’s Great name the 
Yud-Hay-Vav-Hay only the Yud-hay like in Hallelukah when we pray this 
incomplete name results in the fact that His full Glory is hidden from us and 
His throne is incomplete, hence we beg for the name to become complete. 

Amen/Kel Melech Ne’eamam/Trustworthy King — Saying Amen is a 
way to show that we believe what the person is saying in Kaddish as the 
word Aleph-Mem-Nun is the same Hebrew shoresh/root as Emunah which 
faithfulness(RCA siddur page 53). Another one of the explanations for 
saying Amen is our response to show our desire that HaShem should keep 
his promise, be faithful to us, and reveal HIs Glory to us all(Rabbi Potash 
page 178). Another one is that the Gematria/numerical of Amen is 91 and is 
the same as the combined of 2 of HaShem’s Holiest names Yud-Hay-Vav-
Hay which represents the revelation of His Oneness and Aleph-Dalet-Nun-
Yud which represents His Sovereignty over the world which means we are 
longing for the day when this becomes apparent to all. 

Be’alamah Di V’rah/In the world that he created — The next part 
explains where, how and when we want the is revelation and Ultimate 
Redemption to occur(Rabbi Potash page 176). 

Yehei Shemei Raba/May His Great Name Be Blessed forever and ever 
— The first part of this response by the congregation is  echo of the first 
Yitgadal statement and the additional three words are all variations of the 
the same Hebrew shoresh/root Eiyin-Lamed-Mem which hints to us that in 
the days to come when the Mashiach redeems us G-D will be apparent in 
all worlds here on earth, with the angels, and in HaShem’s upper 
world(Rabbi Potash). Rav Munk says there are 28 letters in this verse 
which is the same Gematria/numerical value of the Hebrew word Koach/
Kaf-Chet where Koach means force. This is the theme of the whole 
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Kaddish the unfolding of the Divine Force and therefore is spoken with full 
force 

Yitbarach veyistabach../Blessed, praised.. — Theses 8 words join with 
the first two words of Kaddish yitgadal veyitkadash to form 10 praises that 
remind us of the Aseret HaDibrot/Ten Commandments(Utterances) and are 
separated the way the first 2 where heard by all Israel and the remaining 8 
only by Moshe/Moses(Rabbi Potash page 179). By reciting them we are 
again appealing that all these wonderful  revelations of HaShem should 
become known and accepted by all. 

Brich Hu/Blessed is he — Rav Munk(page 257) explains that instead of 
saying Amen we say Brich Hu with the same intention as Amen but refers 
to the previous and following statement 

Le’eila/Beyond — We hope that Kaddish will eclipse any other way we 
have used for  praising HaShem and will be received as such even though 
we understand as humans no words can praise HaShem adequately(Rabbi 
Potash page 180). 
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