
Epistemology of Tefila(Class  41) - 2/11/2021 —— Topic: Kedushah, 
Kaddish, and Kaddish D’Rabbanan - Memories are so beautiful and 
then..... Part 2 

Recap 

1. We use the Kedusha of the angels to sanctify HaShem and we 
endeavor to fashion our Kedusha in perfect accord with the upper 
beings both in words and in action.  

2. Kedusha is the supreme moment of holiness in prayer and it takes 
different forms both for different day, services, and customs of the 
community but all the forms contain 3 main parts: 

 1. Yeshayahu/Isaiah 6:3 - Kadosh Kadosh Kadosh/Holy, Holy, Holy 
 2. Yechezkel/Ezekiel 3:12 - Baruch Kavod/Blessed is the Glory 
 3. Tehillim/Psalms 146:10 - Yimloch HaShem/HaShem will reign 

3. When the Kedusha is said in shul one is required to stop whatever 
one is doing and join together with the congregation to say these 3 
verses, to stand with feet together, avoid all interruptions and rise for 
on toes 3 times for each Kadosh, 1 for Baruch Kavod, and 1 for 
Yimloch HaShem to imitate the angels who did this when they 
uttered these words as they fly upwards when singing the praises of 
HaShem 

4. In the 1st line of the Kedusha Kadosh Kadosh Kadosh/Holy, Holy, 
Holy we say this threefold repetition to express the absolute physical 
detachment and transcendence of HaShem’s holiness, and we exalt 
him above the three dimensions of time, space, and isolation. 

5. In the 2nd line of the Kedusha Baruch Kavod/Blessed is the Glory 
we recognize HaShem as He Emanates from His place as we see 
Him acting as Sustainer, Healer, Judge, Life Giver, Provider and so 
on but we don’t have a comprehension of His true essence 

6. Chazal/Our Sages inserted the 3rd line of the Kedusha a verse from 
Tehillim/Psalms Yimloch HaShem/HaShem will reign because they 
wanted all prayers to include a plea for the rebuilding of Yerushalyim/
Jerusalem. 
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7. The bracha that the ends the kedusha is Atah Kadosh/You are Holy 
and you should not move until after answering amen.(Except on 
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur when it ends with Melech Gadol 
vekadosh Atah/You are the Great and Holy King) of Praise (pg 58 - 
82) 

Class Strategy 

As mentioned last week the Kedusha is the same for many of the services 
and omitted in Ma’ariv:  

(1) Shacharit for weekdays, Rosh Chodesh, and Chol Hamoed 
(2) Mincha for weekdays, Rosh Chodesh, Chol Hamoed, Shabbat, 

and Festivals except Yom Kippur. 
(3) Mussaf on Rosh Chodesh.  

So today we will look at 3 other variations of the kedusha for different 
services for Shabbat, Festivals, and Chol Hamoed. Here is a summary in 
the table below where you can find an example each one in the siddur: 
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VARIATIONS OF THE KEDUSHA
PAGE NUMBERS RCA ARTSCROLL 

SIDDUR
THE KOREN 
SIDDUR

LARGE PRINT 
SIDDUR

Variation 1

Shacharit for Shabbat, 
Pesach, Shavuot, Rosh 
HaShanah, and Sukkot

422 483 436 -438

Variation 2

Mussaf on Shabbat 464 541 528 -532

Variation 3

Mussaf for Pesach, 
Shavuot, Rosh 
HaShanah, Sukkot, Chol 
Hamoed(except Shabbat 
Chol Hamoed) and all 
services on Yom Kippur

676 809 ?



Rabbi Donin(page 129) explains that all the variations of the Kedusha are 
based on changes in the introductory lines that lead up to the responses to 
the three main lines of the Kedusha and are somewhat longer on Shabbat 
and the festivals. Rav Munk(page 58) says many of these verses were 
mentioned in older sources as forming part of the weekday Kedusha but 
ten were left for Shabbat and festivals when more time is available to focus 
on the words as he quotes “On Shabbat one strives after HaShem with 
much greater fervor than during the week.” So the Kedusha on Shabbat 
and Festvals is expanded to show the special significance of  these days in 
attaining our goal of sanctification which is to bring us to and elevated level 
where we are worthy of Beiat HaMashiach/The coming of messiah and the 
rebuilding of the Beit Hamikdash/Our Temple(RCA Artscroll page 422). 

Variation 1: Shacharit for Shabbat, Pesach, Shavuot, Rosh HaShanah, 
and Sukkot — (RCA Artscroll siddur page 422, The Koren siddur page 483, 
Large Print Siddur pages 436 - 438) 

Introduction 1 Nekadesh/We will Sanctify —  This is same as the 
weekday introduction we discussed last week which sets the stage for how 
the Angels said the first verse of the Kedusha. 

Introduction 2 Az Bekol/Then with a sound —  This refers to a quote 
from earlier in Ezekiel Chapter 1(RCA Artscroll page 422) about the 
description of the singing of the angels when they say the Kedusha in a  
roar. Rav Munk(page 139) explains that the Angels surround the immediate 
vicinity of HaShem’s Throne and represent the elemental forces of nature 
which form the foundations of the universe. He adds uproar should reminds 
us both of HaShem as creator and the Giver of the Torah at Har Sinai/
Mount Sinai but also alert us to the way the Mashiach will be announced in 
our continued hope of the Geulah/Ultimate Redemption. 

Introduction 3 Mimkomcha/From your place —  Rabbi Potash(page 
400) explains that we add this passage to indicate that on Shabbat and 
Festivals HaShem’s Throne of Glory ascends to a level that even the 
Angels cannot see or know where it is and we request that HaShem return 
to us and reveal His glorious Majesty again begging for the Geulah/
Redemption. When we say this it is with the belief(RCA Artscroll page 423) 
that Hashem will reveal Himself once again and return His Presence to to 
Jerusalem with this final and eternal Geulah/Redemption. Rav Munk(page 
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58) says we hope for the time when at long last the greatness and glory of 
HaShem will become a living reality not just in his place but on earth as 
well. 

Variation 2: Mussaf on Shabbat — (RCA Artscroll siddur page 464, The 
Koren siddur page 541, Large Print Siddur pages 528 - 532) Rav 
Munk(page 82) says this is called the Kedusha Raba/The High Kedusha as 
it adds the verse of the Shema Yisrael/Hear Oh Israel where Bnei Yisrael is 
adding their own homage with those of the angels and is done in the 
Mussaf service which is the festive climax of the day. He continues that on 
these days when we desist from Malacha/Work that is best suited for us  to 
state our testimony of belief in the One Almighty G-D when we show how 
we are serving him by following his Mitzvot/Commandments. 

Introduction 1 Na’ritzkah/We will Revere—  We add the key words we 
will revere You to those of Sanctity from the previous Kedusha in order to 
recognize HaShem’s actions that show his greatness as opposed to his 
Sanctity which we can not grasp(RCA Artscroll page 464). Rav Munk(page 
83) that we do this on Shabbat by our unreserved recognition that HaShem 
rules over us by making the Shabbat Holy/Mekadesh Hashabbat. 

Introduction 2 K’vodo Maleh Olam /His glory fills the world —  The fact 
as stated here that HaShem’s glory is everywhere may be difficult for us to 
understand as that is due to our limited material nature of our life on earth 
but we must believe that for G-D there are no limits as to where he reaches 
in the Universe(RCA Artscroll page 464). Rav Munk(page 83) says if we 
focus again on the latter line Aiyeh Mekom Kevodo/Where is the source of 
His glory we can find a hint from the letters Aleph-Yud-Hey which are the 
acronym for Et Yom Hashabbat/The Sabbath Day which implies that it is 
the Shabbat itself that is the memorial of HaShem’s creation and provides 
the answer to us to look at the homage paid by the angels that follows this 
indicating the glory of HaShem is unique to his place which is infinite and 
unbounded. To clarify the Shabbat/Sabbath is the place of His glory in the 
sense that this is when HaShem reveals himself to greatest extent 
observable to man(RCA Artscroll page 464). 
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Introduction to Addition of the Shema Mimkomo/From His place —  
Rav Munk(page 83) says now that we have recalled the place of Hashem 
we begin with a plea that G-D infinitely exalted above our world turns to 
Bnei Yisrael/Chldren of Israel with compassion and graciousnessbecuase 
of our loyalty of saying and with love the message of the Shema twice daily.  
We are appealing that as we now add the Shema to the secret chorus of 
angels and hope this will win Hashem’s change from His Throne of 
judgement to that of compassion(The RCA Artscroll page 464). Rabbi 
Donin(page 124) says it should be noted that the addition of the Shema 
and the last 3 words of the 3rd paragraph that will now follow were added 
only when there was persecution not to say the Shema by 5th century 
Persian King Yezdegerd and had guards stationed in the synagogues to 
enforce this at the usual time for saying the Shema. However Rabbi 
Potash(page 407) explains that since these verses were so beautifully 
woven into the original text that they took on this new meaning as well as a 
lesson for children to say the Shema it was decided by the Chazal/Sages at 
the time to keep this in the kedusha for Mussaf on Shabbat and Festivals. 

Conclusion of the Shema Hu Elokeinu /He is our G-D —  In the 
beginning verses we list all that HaShem does for us he controls nature, is 
merciful, Ruler of our world, and our only hope for salvation(RCA Artscroll 
page 465). Based on Yeshayahu/Isaiah 11:11 we appeal for the 2nd time 
after the miraculous way HaShem brought us out of Egypt that he will 
redeem us from our current exile in a miraculous manner so that we can 
see that He is our G-D. 

Introduction 3 U’divrei Kodeshecha/And in your Holy writings —  The 
kedusha then ends with the regular last introduction and line 

Variation 3: Mussaf for Pesach, Shavuot, Rosh HaShanah, Sukkot, Chol 
Hamoed(except Shabbat Chol Hamoed) and all services on Yom Kippur — 
(RCA Artscroll siddur page 576, The Koren siddur page 809, Large Print 
Siddur pages ? - ?) 

Addition of Adir Adireinu/Mighty is Our Mighty One—  Rav 
Steinsaltz(page 154-155) says this is called the Keter Kedusha/Crowining 
Kedusha as it adds the verse Adir Adireinu/Mighty is our Mighty one. This is 
only added on Mussaf for Festivals, Chol HaMoed, and Hoshana Rabbah 
because these are times of special closeness to HaShem and Bnei Yisrael/
Children of Israel as we have discussed about Mekadesh Yisrael and 
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Hazmanim, where we sanctify the festivals(RCA Artscroll siddur page 677). 
Furthermore Rabbi Sacks(Koren Yom Kippur Machzor pages 660/661) 
explains this is the form of all 4 Kedushot on Yom Kippur due to the 
heightened form on holiness for this day where we fasting, dressed in 
white, focused on heaven, clean of sins have become for a day like angels. 
In this brief prayer we exclaim our confidence that HaShem’s absolute 
power will ultimately be recognized by the entire human race(RCA Artscroll 
page 677/678). Rav Munk(page 84) explains further that on festivals before 
saying the 3rd line of the Kedusha we focus on a positive future elaborating 
even more on our solid belief in the Messianic Era where HaShem will be 
crowned King by all and since we know that Mashiach Ben David will not 
come on Shabbat we omit this verse on Shabbat Chol Hamoed. 

I hope this has given you more insight and understanding of the different 
ways we say Kedusha and why. I should again mention the Tefilot for 
Nusach Sfard, Sfardi, and Chassidim is a little different but the mains 
themes are the same. 

Next week Kaddish. 
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