
Epistemology of Tefila(Class  40) - 2/4/2021 —— Topic: Kedushah, 
Kaddish, and Kaddish D’Rabbanan - Memories are so beautiful and 
then..... Part 1 

Recap 

1. Birchot Hashchar - Morning Blessings  

2. Pesukei D’Zimrah - Verses of Praise 

3. Kriyat Shema U’Brachot- Reading the Shema and its Blessings 84 

4. Amidah(Standing Prayer) - Shemoneh Esrei(weekdays 18 blessings) 
- The Talmud which calls it Tefila 

5. Tachanun/Supplication 

6. Torah reading on Monday and Thursday 

7. Siyum Tefila/Conclusion of Service - Ashrei/Happy, Lamnatzeach/For 
the Conductor, Uva LeTzion Goel/A redeemer will come to Tzion, 
Aleinu/It is our duty, Shir Shel Yom/Daily Psalm 

8. In our private Amidot we always include the section of Kidushat 
HaShem 

Class Strategy 

We now move on to looking at the Kedusha which is only said in the 
Chazarat Hashatz/Chazan’s Repetition of the Amidah, for Shacharit, Musaf, 
and Mincha  and only with a minyan. Rabbi Sacks(page 113) says the 
Kedusha is the supreme moment of holiness in prayer and it takes different 
forms both for different day, services, and customs of the community. 
All the forms contain 3 main parts: 
 1. Yeshayahu/Isaiah 6:3 - Seraphim - Haftara Yitro 
 2. Yechezkel/Ezekiel 3:12 - Chayot and Ofanim - Haftara Shavuot 
 3. Tehillim/Psalms 146:10 -  
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In the morning service the Kedusha is said 3 times( Rabbi Sacks page 112 
-113)at different points of the service the Kedushah Deyeshiva(sitting in first 
of the brachot of the Shema), Kedusha DeAmidah(standing in the repetition 
of the Amidah), and Kedusha Desidra(sitting in the concluding service. The 
first and last are said sitting and do not require a minyan while the second 
is standing and requires a minyan. The reason being the 1st and 3rd are 
only a description and retelling of what the malachim/angels did but the 2nd 
one is an enactment of what the angels did so we behave like malachim/
angels with our 2 feet together and rising on our toes as I will explain in 
detail later. Rabbi J. B. Soleveitchik(page 129) says the kedusha is 
introduced into all our prayers so we find ourselves in the angelic world of 
bliss immersed in the magnificence and splendor of something mysterious, 
awe-inspiring and transcendental. Rav Schwab(page 273) explains that 
when we discuss the details of malachim/angels it can be hard to 
understand the true meaning or to have a real conception of this subject 
matter but we can have some limited understanding of what the psukim/
suggest that this describes what is happening in Shema marom/Heaven 
above and what is happening in Olam ha’bah/the World to come. Rav 
Munk(page 133) says the word Kedusha means separation and hence a 
freedom, detachment, from the sensory or material which in human terms 
means moral and ethical perfection.  

Rabbis Barclay & Jaeger(page 210)say the motivation behind saying the 
kedusha should be based on fulfilling the verse from Vayikra/Leviticus  
22:32  which refers to the Bnei Yisrael/Children y of Israel and hence needs 
a minyan. Also they add this requires proper concentration when copying 
the angels in the repetition. They say strictly speaking the congregation 
only has to say the 3 lines quoted before Kadosh, Baruch, and Yimloch 
except on Shabbat and Yom Tov its a widespread custom to add the first 
lines too but in most cases as a matter to prepare for the main lines of the 
kedusha the congregation does say the first lines.  

Let’s look at the Regular Shacharit(and Mincha) Kedusha Beamidah(RCA 
Artscroll page 100, The Koren page 112, large print page 20 - 22) 

1. Instructions: Stand with feet together, avoid interruptions and rise for 
on toes 3 times for each Kadosh, 1 for Baruch, and 1 for Yimloch. 
Rabbis Barclay & Jaeger(pager 210) this is to imitate the angels who 
did this when they uttered these words as they fly upwards when 
singing the praises of HaShem and its is also the ashkenazi custom to 

Page  of 2 6



look upwards. Rashi(Rabbi Potash page 294) explains that as we raise 
up on our toes we realize how great HaShem is and that it’s impossible 
for us to reach His level so we immediately descend back down after 
the first words. Rav Schwab(page 274) suggests that while we are 
doing these actions it helps us think of ascending levels to HaShem 
and the idea that we want to at least elevate ourselves higher to his 
level. Rabbi Potash(page 292) says that when we concentrate with all 
our effort to raise ourselves up on our toes we show that we are trying 
to reach those heights to sanctify HaShem’s name and He in turn in our 
merit will lift us up to great holiness.  Rabbi J.B. Soloveitchik(Rav 
Schachter page 133) says there is an obligation for the Kedushah to be 
performed with this active participation which means no matter where 
you are you at the time the kedusha is begun by the Chazan/cantor you 
are required to follow these instructions, personally respond, and not 
merely listen to the recitation. Rav Schwab(page 434) adds that the 
saying of the public Kedusha is of such great importance that one is 
required to interrupt even the Shema and its blessings to join the 
Tzibbur/Congregation in the group announcement and enactment of 
these words of the Malachim/Angels. In fact Rabbis Barclay and 
Jaeger(page 212) even add anyone who is in shul even if they 
completely  davened/prayed earlier should say the Kedusha again. 
Even if you are still in your Silent Amidah when you hear the Chazan 
begin the repetition you should finish to be able to say the kedusha. If 
not able you should stop and think the words in your head as they are 
said out loud and eve raise up on your feet. Rabbi Sacks(page 112) 
suggests that through the Kedusha we move from beyond the idea of 
prayer as sacrifices, or prayer as dialogue but rather to prayer as a 
mystic experience and as we say this we reach he summit of religious 
experience. Finally on this note Rabbi Potash(page 295/6) says that 
Chazal/Our sages teach us that when Klal Yisrael/Congregation of 
Israel’s utters the Kedusha that the malachim/angels are alerted to join 
us and it is then that the ultimate sanctification of HaShem’s name 
occurs by all the worlds joining together like a chain linking them 
together.  

2. Introduction Nekadesh/We will Sanctify—  Rav Munk(page 179) 
explains how we use the Kedusha of the angels to sanctify HaShem as 
this introductory verse explains, we endeavor to fashion our Kedusha in 
perfect accord with the upper beings both in words and in action. 
Interestingly Rabbi Barclay & Jaeger(page 210) say they can find no 
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source for the bowing left, right, then straight for the words Ve’karah 
Zev El Zeh/Each one called out to the other. However I did read some 
nice ideas like we are seeking out our fellow congregants who are 
about to join us in this prayer and making sure we are all on the same 
page to be ready for this sacred task and moment where we will imitate 
Sanctify HaShem by imitating the malachim/angels. This as mentioned 
earlier this part was not required to be said by the congregation but it 
became common in the late 1500’s and was supported by great 
halachik authorities like Taz(Rav David Ben Shmuel Halevi Segal in his 
commentary Turei Zahav) and Arizal(Rav Yitzchak Luria). So it is now 
the custom to say it as laid out in the RCA Artscroll by the congregation 
then the Chazan/cantor. One interesting thing to know is that originally 
the main 3 lines that I discussed that are coming up now labeled ALL 
were said together with the Chazan and not responsively as is now 
many times the custom in shul. 

3. Kadosh, Kadosh, Kadosh/Holy, Holy, Holy —  As mentioned earlier 
as we say each of the 3 “Kadosh/Holy” we rise on our toes which Rav 
Munk(page 133) explains this threefold repetition expresses the 
absolute physical detachment and transcendence of HaShem’s 
holiness, and we exalt him above the three dimensions of time, space, 
and isolation. Rav Schwab(page 274) says we refer we refer to his 
holiness in three places the heavens, on earth and eternity or the 
spiritual world, physical world and the World to Come(RCA artscroll 
siddur page 101). We conclude with the words that his glory is seen in 
all the phenomena of the world due to His Omnipresence. 

4. Leumatum/Those facing — The Chazan again beckons us on to 
respond to the Kadosh verse the way the angles did with the “Baruch 
Kavod/Blessed is honor” verse(RCA Artscoll page 101). 

5. Baruch Kavod/Blessed is honor — Here we are blessing HaShem as 
He Emanates from His place as we see Him acting as Sustainer, 
Healer, Judge, Life Giver, Provider and so on but we don’t have a 
comprehension of His true essence(RCA Artscroll siddur page 88). As 
Rav Munk(page 135) explains its is the ultimate source of the material 
manifestations of His glory that we can see and understand with all its 
blessings coming from HaShem. Rav Schwab says(page 277) explains 
this verse of the Chayot and Ofanim the angels on the highest level 
closer to HaShem teach us that HaShem is closer to us than we think 
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with only one raising of our toes we can reach him and while he may be 
far away in our comprehension his presence is coming closer, closer, 
and closer to these angels and thereby to us. 

6. Udevrei Kodshecha/And in you holy writings — Before the last words 
we will say the Chazan references us on to Psalms the Holy Writings of 
King David. 

7. Hashem Yimloch/G-D will reign — Chazal/Our Sages(RCA Artscroll 
siddur page 101) inserted this verse into the Kedusha because they 
wanted all prayers to include a plea for the rebuilding of Yerushalyim/
Jerusalem. Rabbi Potash(page 295) says these words represent a daily 
ceremony that occurs in heaven where David HaMelech/King David 
leads the angels in this verse and they follow with their praises so we 
should recite this verse with concentration and devotion to praise 
HaShem now and forever and ever. Rav Munk(page 180) says the 
Kedusha ends with this verse to show our ardent wish and our 
unwavering belief that HaShem will reign forever and be universally 
recognized but we make the promise that we will until this becomes 
reality never cease to proclaim His Holiness. So we can join together in 
unison to be part of something greater than ourselves that creative 
human minds can not imagine. 

8. Atah Kadosh/You are Holy - This verse and bracha are the end of the 
kedusha and you should not move until after answering amen( Rabbi 
Barclay & Jaeger page 211)NOTE:since on Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur there is no bracha until the words Melech Gadol Ve’Kadosh 
Atah. Rav Schwab(page 438) explains that Netzach Netzachim/ 
Eternity of Eternities refers again to levels of closeness to HaShem 
which is unreachable but how in Olam Habah the Neshama whihc has 
nitchiyus/permanence on a Yartzheit can always have an aliyah(reach a 
higher level) and continues forever. We also promise to continue to 
praise, sanctify, glorify HaShem’s name. 
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