
Epistemology of Tefila(Class  25) - 10/6/2020 —— “Hoshana Rabbah, 
Shemini Atzeret, Simchat Torah, You get the choice to sit it out or 
dance, I hope you dance!” 

Recap 

1. Sukkah/Booth -One of the main differences on this festival and Chol 
Hamoed is Leishev BaSukkah/Dwelling(eating) in the sukkah. All meals 
are eaten in the Sukkah. 

2. Ushpizin/Aramaic for “guests” - These 7 great figures are from the 
biblical age, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Aaron, and King 
David. This reminds us of the importance of hospitality. 

3. Lulav and Etrog - In the morning service everyday of Sukkot one 
performs the Netilat Lulav/Taking of the Lulav just before Hallel is 
chanted. The “lulav/four species” consists of  

(i) Lulav/Palm branch  
(ii) Hadas/myrtle twigs higher than the willows  
(iii) Aravah/willow branches  
(iv) Etrog/Citron  

4. The first three species are tied together in 3/4 places and held in the 
right hand while the Etrog is held in the left hand(NOTE: Reversed for a 
Left handed person). The custom adopted is to wave the lulav by 
holding the species away from the body and shaking them in each 
direction of the 4 points of the compass- East(front), South(right), 
West(back), North(left) and upward and downward usually 3 times each 
way to make 18/Chai/Life. 

5. Hallel - On all days of Sukkot we say the full Hallel(NOTE: Correction) 
called the Hallel Mitzri/Egyptian Hallel  as the second paragraph refers 
to coming out of Egypt. We hold the Lulav/four Species all through the 
recitation of Hallel. We also shake the lulav in Hallel as follows: 

(i) Psalm 118 at Hodu LaHaShem/Thank the Lord ( RCA page 
638, The Koren, page 739)  

(ii) Ana HaShem Hoshiah Ana/Please HaShem save now ( RCA 
page 649, The Koren, page 740),  
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(iii)  Hodu LaHaShem/Thank the Lord ( RCA page 640, The Koren, 
page 742). NOTE: This is not done on Shabbat since we do 
not take the lulav on Shabbat. 

6. Hoshanot - We triumphantly before HaShem bearing our Lulav and 
Etrog in our hand , following the Torah, we surround the bimah. 
reminding us when we were conquering Jericho on the first 6 days 
where we circled once and on the 7th day 7 times and the walls 
collapsed and we were victorious. This is the brings us right into the 
topic of Hoshana Rabbah. 

Class Strategy: 

1. Hoshana Rabbah -This is the last day of Sukkot or the 7th day of 
Sukkot. The service is similar to the other days of Chol Hamoed Sukkot 
with the Shacharit Amidah being the same as the weekday one, only 
we add Ya’aleh Ve’yavo, we take the lulav, say Hallel, read the Torah, 
recite Mussaf, and do Hoshanot. The differences being that: 

(i) Pesukei D’zimrah/Verses of song include the additional ones 
from Shabbat and Yom Tov (RCA Siddur at page 64 skip to 
374-388 then back to 64, THE KOREN siddur at page 71 skip 
to  411 - 427 then back to 71). 

(ii) Many congregations add Shir Hama’alot/Psalm 130 before 
Barchu (RCA Siddur page 82. THE KOREN siddur page 87). 

(iii) All Torah scrolls are removed from the ark for the Hoshanot 
and held at the Bimah(RCA Siddur page 726 - 736. THE 
KOREN siddur page 859 -862). 

(iv) 7 Hoshana Hakafot/Circuits are made as the Hoshanot prayers 
are recited. 

(v) After the Hakafot/Circuits are done some have the custom to 
put down the lulav and pick up the Hoshana bundle at various 
time during the following prayers(RCA Siddur page 750 THE 
KOREN siddur page 869). 

(vi) All continue to say the 7 additional prayers(RCA Siddur page 
750 - 756. THE KOREN siddur page 863 - 873). 

(vii)The Torah scrolls are returned to the ark and the Aaron 
Kodesh/Ark is closed. Now others have the custom to put 
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down the lulav and pick up the Hoshana bundle(RCA Siddur 
page 756). 

(viii)With the 5 Aravot/Willow branches in the Hoshana bundle it is 
customary to beat the floor 5 times and then recite the Yehi 
Ratzon/May it be favorable prayer(RCA Siddur page 756. THE 
KOREN siddur page 873). This custom is ordained by the later 
prophets: Chaggai, Zecharia, Malachi, and the Anshei Knesset 
Hagadol/Men of the Great Assembly(Rav Munk Vol II page 
282) . Many commentators explain that 5 represents the 5 
letters of the alephbet/Hebrew Alphabet(Mem, Nun, Tzadikim, 
Peh, and Kuf) which come in two forms a bent form and a 
straight form. This straight form is called a Sofit/Concluding 
letter as they are used at the end of a word only and force a 
halt in speaking. So these 5 letters in their Sofit from represent 
the restraining forces of HaShem in a simple way for man to 
understand. Hitting these 5 branches 5 times  thus breaks the 
vessels and prevents the strict force causing a sweetening of 
the strict powers. On Hoshana Rabbah the final seal is placed 
on the verdict issued on Yom Kippur an tentatively sealed on 
Yom Kippur. Beating the Hoshanot opens up this temporary 
seal and allows new information to penetrate HaShem’s 
decision for our final inscription in the Book of Life. This marks 
the end of the repentance and judgement period that began on 
Rosh Chodesh Elul. 

2. Shemini Atzeret/Eighth Day of Solemn Assembly  - This is a 
separate holiday after the 7 days of Sukkot as explained Vayikra/
Leviticus (23:36), Bamidbar/Numbers(29:35), and Devarim/
Deuteronomy (16:8). For our purposes I’m only discussing what we do 
in Chutz La’aretz/Outside of the Land of Israel. Rav Munk explains(Vol 
II page 292) that as Sukkot ended on Hoshana Rabbah the Midrash 
suggested that like a child who is about to take leave of their father 
after a 7 day vacation together HaShem  Our Father tells us he is 
extending the holiday for one more day.   Rashi says if you translate the 
Hebrew word Atzeret it can be interpreted as meaning “causing to 
tarry”. So the verse from Vayikra above may rather be read that 
HaShem is saying  “And on the 8th day you shall yet tarry a while(with 
Me)”.  Rav Munk(Vol II page 293/4) says that some commentators 
stress this is a separate festival, others consider it  “The Concluding 
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Festival”, and even others “A Festive Assembly”. Most tefilot/prayers the 
same as for Sukkot, Pesach and Shavuot: 

(i) There is NO LULAV or Hoshanot on Shemini Atzeret. 
(ii) Hallel is done after the Shacharit Amidah before the Torah 

reading 
(iii) Some still eat in the Sukkah while others only make kiddush in 

the sukkah(Rav Munk Vol II page 296). some say a special 
prayer on leaving the sukkah for the last time on Shemini 
Atzeret(RCA Siddur page 724. THE KOREN siddur page 767) 

(iv) Add option for HaShemini Chag Atzeret HaZeh in Shacharit 
and Mussaf Amidot and its also Zman Simchatienu as its after 
our judgement and we hopefully had a good judgment sealed 
on Hoshana Rabbah(Rav Munk Vol II page 293).  

(v) This year since there is NO Shabbat Chol HaMoed Sukkot The 
Book of Kohelet/Ecclesiastes is read before the Torah 
reading(Stone Chumash pages 1278 - 1287). 

(vi) Do Yizkor(RCA Siddur page 810. THE KOREN siddur page 
796) 

(vii)In the private silent Amidah some add Mashiv Haruach others 
only on Simchat Torah(RCA Siddur page 674. THE KOREN 
siddur page 807) 

(viii)At Musaf Tefilat Geshem/Prayer for Rain is added in the 
Chazarat Hashatz/Cantor’s repetition of the Amidah(RCA 
Siddur page 704 - 708, THE KOREN siddur page 847 - 851). 
REMINDER: If you read this at home please do not repeat the 
brachot for the Avot section already said in your silent Amidah. 

3. Simchat Torah - This is the holiday when we complete the Torah and 
start it again. In Chutz La’aretz we celebrate this holiday on a separate 
day where as in Israel it is part of Shemini Atzeret with the additional 
Hakafot/Circuits are also done on the same day. Most tefilot/prayers are 
the same as for Shemini Atzeret: 

(i) There is NO LULAV or eating the Sukkah. 
(ii) Hallel is said as for all Chaggim/festivals after the Shacharit 

Amidah before the Hakafot/Circuits and Torah reading (RCA 
Siddur page 632 - 642 

(iii) , THE KOREN siddur page 733 - 743). 
(iv) Before the Torah reading in Ma’ariv/Evening service and 

Shacharit/Morning Service we do 7 Hakafot for similar reasons 
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to Hoshanot on Hoshana Rabbah (RCA Siddur page 758 - 
760, THE KOREN siddur page 789 - 790) 

(v) Add option for HaShemini Chag Atzeret HaZeh in Shacharit 
and Mussaf Amidot and its also Zman Simchatienu(Rav Munk 
Vol II page 293).  

(vi) The Torah reading includes aliyot for all men, and 
children(Chatan Kol Ha’ana’arim). 

(vii)Chatan Torah is honored for the end of Devarim and Chatan 
Bereishit for the beginning of Bereishit. 

(viii)In the private silent Amidah and Chazarat Ha’shatz for 
Shacharit and Musaf must add Mashiv Haruach and must 
continue to do so until Pesach. 
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