
Epistemology of Tefila(Class  22) - 9/14/2020 —— Rosh Hashanah 
Mussaf part 2 

Recap 

1. The Mussaf of Rosh Hashanah has 9 brachot/blessings(Eliyahu Kitov, 
Vol 1, page 32). These three middle brachot for Rosh HaShannah are 
called:  

(i) Malchuyot(+Kedushat HaYom)/Kingship 

(ii) Zichronot/Remembrances 

(iii) Shofarot/Shofar Blasts 

2. The order of the verses in each of the selections is as follows(Artscroll 
Rosh HaShannah Machzor page 452): 

3 from The Torah/Chumash/Bible 

3 from The Ketuvim/Writings/Psalms 

3 from The Nevi’im/Prophets 

1 last one from The Torah/Chumash/Bible 

3. This makes the total of 10 verses for each section which we will discuss 
this class 

Class Strategy 

Hopefully all of you had some time to do your homework, I assigned you 
and hopefully by doing so you noticed how distinct the themes of (Kitov, Vol  
1, page 33) 

1. Malchuyot/Kingship 
2. Zichronot/Remembrance 
3. Shofarot/Shofar blasts 

  
So lets continue to discuss these sections. Firstly why did the Chazal/
Sages who wrote this section of the Tefila/prayer choose ten verses for 
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each section. Eliyahu Kitov(Vol 2 page 33 explains that it is because it was 
with 10 statements that Hashem created the world and became King over 
all the word. If you look in Bereishit/Genesis(1: 1 - 31) you will see that 
there are 10 direct quotes(“ “) of what HaShem said when He was creating 
the world so we establish his Kingship over the world by saying 10 verses 
in Malchuyot to remind us of Creation and HaShem’s role as King.  

In Zichronot/Remeberance (Kitov 33) we remember the Aseret Hadibbrot/
Ten Commandments(sayings) on Har Sinai/Mount Sinai(Shemot/Exodus 
20: Parshat Yitro). After which HaShem gave us the whole Torah and the 
Oral Law(Torah She Be’al Peh) via Moshe/Moses. Again as Eliyahu Kitov 
explains this is were HaShem revealed Himself as the lawmaker or Judge 
and so as we stand before him on Yom HaDin/Day of Judgement we quote 
10 verses to be remembered for good as he reviews our actions and will 
pass judgement on Yom Kippur. 

With 10 expression of praise did David Hamelech/King David end the Book 
of Tehillim/Psalms with Psalm 150. Again Eliyahu Kitov explains the 
connection to Shofarot/Torah and the Sefer of Tehillim/Book of Psalms, by 
stressing that this work contains redemptive correction for all Aveirot/Sins 
that we have used in prayers for all generations. So when we hear the 
sounds of the Shofar or read the the Shofarot section we recite 10 verses 
of praise to show we know it is HaShem alone who has given us the Torah 
and our direction and path to follow in life. Furthermore that He is the only 
One who will bring the Geulah at the end of our days. 
Finally on these 3 sections I want to end with a quote from the prophet 
Yeshayahu/Isaiah(33:22) where we see the order is that HaShem is our 
Judge, then our Lawgiver, then our Savior.  Here the prophet first refers to 
our to HaShem remembering us, then giving us the Torah, then our King 
and finally our Savior(Kitov Vol 1, page 34). Eliyahu Kitov the obvious 
question why did our Chazal/Sages choose to change the order in our 
prayers by putting Malchuyot/Kingship first? The answer he suggests is 
that we must first accept HaShem’s Malchuyot/Kingship as we do in the 
Shema,then we can ask for Zichronot/Remembrance that based on the 
Mitzvot of the Torah He can Judge as fairly, and finally in the Shofarot/
Shofar blasts we ask for the final Geulah/Salvation Bim Herah Beyameinu/
Speedily in our days. 

While that concludes the silent Mussaf Amidah I do want to just briefly 
highlight some of the important Tefilot  in the Chazarat Hashatz/Cantor’s 
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Repetition of the Amidot. For those of you who will be in shul these are the 
parts of the service where the Aaron Kodesh/Ark will be opened. For those 
of you still davening at home I have checked with Rabbi Yasgur after 
completing your private Amidot for Shacharit and Mussaf you CAN( if you 
want to feel more like you are in shul) read through in English or Hebrew 
these traditional additional Tefilot that are built in specially for Rosh 
HaShannah. Remember you MAY NOT repeat any of the 9 brachot/
blessings(Baruch Atah HaShem) you already said in your private Amidah or 
say the Kedushah. These are only aloud in shul by the Chazan when there 
is a minyan to respond to these parts. 

Some to these more important or spiritually uplifting are generally the 
prayers in the Chazan’s Repetition that are said when the Ark is open in 
shul.  Here is some examples in Rosh Hashanah Art Scroll Machzor ....... 

1. M’sod Chachamim/Based on the Tradition of our wise -   in 
Shacharit( pg 306) and Mussaf(pg 470) 

2. Atah Hu Elokeinu/Only you are our G-d - in Shacharit (pg 314) 
3. HaShem Melech/HaShem Reigns - in Shacharit(pg  
4. Le’Kel Orech Din/To G-d who prepares man for judgement - in 

Shacharit or Mussaf (pg 330)as is the custom in your shul 
5. Melech Elyon/The Supreme King - in Mussaf(pg 478/480) 
6. U’netaneh Tokef/Let us now relate - in Mussaf(pg 480/482) 
7. Ve’Chol Ma’aminim/All believe -  in Mussaf(pg 490/492) 
8. Aleinu Leshabeach/It is our duty to praise - in Mussaf(pg 500/502) 
9. Ochilah Lekel/I shall put my hope in HaShem - in Mussaf(pg 504) 
10. HaYom Harat Olam/Today is the Birth(day) of the world in Mussaf(pg 

508/510,516, 520) 
11. Hayom/Today - in Mussaf(pg 532/534) 

The exact pages for davening at shul or at home will be provided by Torah 
Ohr in an email. 
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