
Epistemology of Tefila(Class 21) - 9/9/2020 —— Rosh Hashanah 
Mussaf Amidah 
Recap 

1. Rosh Hashanah is the anniversary of the first day of the world and is 
the sixth day of creation when HaShem created Adam so the first 
day of the History of mankind(Rav Schachter) 

2. Main themes we are HaShem’s Chosen People, and this is a time to 
acknowledge HaShem’s Kingship and Judgement (RCA Rosh 
Hashanah Machzor pg 62). We change the blessing ending 
Kedushat HaShem/Holiness of G-d,(3rd section) to HaMelech 
Hakadosh to recognize HaShem’s Kingship. 

3. Since Rosh Hashanah is also called Yom Hazikaron/Day of 
Remembrance this is the day when HaShem remembers his 
creatures, their deeds, and their needs. 

4. We remember when HaShem judged Adam he did so with 
compassion and promised him to do this throughout the generations 
of mankind. 

5. The blessing ending of Shalom(last section) is changed  to Oseh 
Hashalom to recognize that Hashem brings peace to the whole of 
mankind. 

6. We saw that the paragraphs of the Kedushat Hayom elude to the 
three middle sections of mussaf(Rabbi Samuel Raphael Hirsch): 
• Malchuyot/Kingship - King of all living things 
• Zichronot/Remembrances - Divine providence where HaShem 

remembers his people 
• Shofarot/Blowing the Shofar - Alerts us to discipline and training 

to do good only 

7. The bracha that ends the Kedushat Hayom/Holiness of the day declares 
HaShem’s sovereignty over the World, Israel and all mankind, the holiness 
of Israel, and the sanctity of Yom Hazikaron/Rosh Hashanah. 

The table on the next page shows again the sections and page numbers for 
the Mussaf Amidah after Shacharit. 
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Class Strategy 

The Mussaf Amidah recited year round we have learned before has 7 
brachot/blessings. The usual 3 beginning and 3 ending with a middle 7th 
Bracha on Kedushat Hayom. As you can see in the table above and was 
alluded to in the Shacharit Amidah(Rav Munk Vol II, page 177), the Mussaf 
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STRUCTURE OF MUSSAF FOR YOM TOV
PAGE NUMBERS

(RCA ROSH HASHANAH  ARTSCROLL MACHZOR)

Shacharit 
(Ma’ariv, 
Mincha)

First Three Sections

Avot/Patriarchs (additions for Rosh Hashanah) 448

Gevurot/Hashems Might/Omnipotence (additions for Rosh Hashanah) 448

Kedushat Hashem/G-d’s Holiness (additions for Rosh Hashanah) 448 - 450

Middle Section

Kiddushat  Hayom/Holiness of the day AND Malchuyot/Kingship 
(additions in grey for blowing the shofar OR for Shabbat) 

450 - 458

Zichronot/Remembrance  (additions in grey for Shabbat or for blowing 
the shofar)

458 - 462

Shofarot/Shofar Blasts (additions in grey for Shabbat or for blowing the 
shofar)

462 - 466

Last Three Sections

Avodah/Temple Service and Servants to Hashem 466

Hoda’ah/Thanksgiving (additions for Rosh Hashanah) 466

Shalom/Peace (additions for Rosh Hashanah) 468

Individual Supplication

Elokai Netzor/My G-d, guard my tongue.. 468



of Rosh Hashanah has 9 brachot/blessings(Eliyahu Kitov, Vol 1, page 32). 
These three middle brachot fr Rosh HaShannah are called:  

(i) Malchuyot(+Kedushat HaYom)/Kingship 

(ii) Zichronot/Remembrances 

(iii) Shofarot/Shofar Blasts 

According to Rav Munk(Vol II, page 200) these additional 3 sections should 
have increased the blessings to 10 as we should have kept the blessing for 
Kedushat Hayom/Holiness of the Day like we have for the other times when 
we add Mussaf. The Talmud(Rosh HaShannah 32a) discusses the 
philosophical reasons that since in Malchuyot the essential theme of the 
holiday of Kingship is included this section,  So Malchuyot/Kingship is 
incorporated  with the Kedushat HaYom/Holiness of the Day section and 
the bracha is only recited at the end of Malchuyot on page 458 in Artscroll 
Machzor(Rav Munk Vol II, page 200). As we learned last week this Bracha 
includes first HaShem’s Kingship, the if Shabbat, Holiness of Shabbat, 
Israel as the Chosen people, and finally Holiness of the Day of 
Remembrance. The Talmud(Berachot 29a) says that these 9 blessings 
recall the 9 Azkarot/mentions of HaShem’s name that Channah(Samuel 
1:2) in her prayer for a child(Eliyahu Kitov, Vol 1, page 32). Rav Munk(Vol 
II, page 200) explains that like Sarah and Rachel her prayers too were 
answered on Rosh HaShannah(Samuel 1, 2:1-10). 

So lets look at what we do for each section 

(i) Malchuyot(+Kedushat HaYom)/Kingship 

In this section as mentioned we do all the prayers we did in Ma’ariv, 
Shacharit, and Mincha as we learned last week for Kedushat HaYom/
Holiness of the day only for the last 2 paragraphs ya’aleh Ve’yavo, and 
Elokeinu V’Elokei Avoteinu  we substitute Umifnei Chataeinu/But because 
of our sins(Artscroll Rosh HaShannah Machzor page 452), and  
Uvechodesh Hashvi’i/And in in the seventh month (Artscroll Rosh 
HaShannah Machzor page 452). Then we add the passages of Malchiot 
which acknowledge HaShem’s creation of all existence, His sovereignty 
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over the entire world, and our eternal acceptance of His Name(Eliyahu 
Kitov, Vol 1, page 32).  

(ii) Zichronot/Remembrances 

In this of Zichronot, we proclaim our faith that He is both Creator and cares 
about all is creations, we note how he reviews all the of man’s actions, we 
list how HaShem rewards and punishes man accordingly.(Eliyahu Kitov, Vol 
1, page 32) 

(iii) Shofarot/Shofar Blasts 

In this of Shofarot section, we express our acceptance of the Yoke of Torah 
as if we hear Matan Torah, we add prayers about the Geulah/Final 
Salvation when we will hear the shofar, praying that our Tefilot should 
should ascend before G-d, praying that our Tefilot/Shofar Blows will ascend 
to HaShem and serve as a source of merit before Him.(Eliyahu Kitov, Vol 1, 
page 32). 

Rav Munk( Vol II page 201)while the final Mishnah of Rosh HaShanah it 
says it is sufficient to just pay close attention to the Chazan’s repetition of 
Mussaf, the Shulchan Aruch/Ordered Table of Halacha that we follow says 
it is incumbent on every Jew to say their own silent version of the Mussaf 
Amidah. 

Each of these three sections are followed in either both the Private and 
Chazan’s repetition  OR only in the Chazan’s repetition by 10 shofar blast. 
If blasts are sounded during the private Amidah in shul then it is customary 
to stop and wait until the shofar blasts are completed before continuing to 
say one’s personal Amidah. Rav Munk(Vol II, page 204) comes from an 
idea in Yeshayahu/Isaiah(6:10) where the verse is explaining what we need 
to do real Teshuvah/Repentance and the Sound of The Shofar is meant to 
jolt us into this state of mind. 

Finally for today I want to end with this observation from the Rosh 
HaShannah Artscroll Machzor and then for the first time assign you some 
home work before next week class on Monday 9/14 at 10am as usual. 
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The order of the verses in each of the selections is as follows(Artscroll 
Rosh HaShannah Machzor page 452): 

3 from The Torah/Chumash/Bible 

3 from The Ketuvim/Writings/Psalms 

3 from The Nevi’im/Prophets 

1 last one from The Torah/Chumash/Bible 

As you can see this makes the total of 10 which we will discuss next week. 

Now to the homework if you can read through these three sections in 
English or Hebrew as you prefer. 

Pages numbers  

454 - 466(Artscroll Rosh HaShannah Machzor) 

525 - 543(THE KOREN Rosh HaShannah Machzor) 

474 - 486(Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik Rosh HaShannah Machzor) 

327 -??( The Birnbaum Rosh HaShannah and Yom Kippur Machzor) 
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