
Epistemology of Tefila(Class  20) - 8/31/2020 —— Rosh Hashanah Part 
2 
Recap 

1. Rosh Hashanah is the anniversary of the first day of the world and is 
the sixth day of creation when HaShem created Adam so the first 
day of the History of mankind(Rav Schachter, days of Awe page 54). 

2. Amidah(Standing Prayer) - Tefila(The Prayer) has two themes, Yom 
Tov theme that underscores Israel’s status as HaShem’s Chosen 
People, and a Rosh Hashanah theme that contains the theme of 
HaShem’s Malchuyot/Kingship and Judgement (RCA Rosh 
Hashanah Machzor pg 62) 

3. Since Rosh Hashanah is also called Yom Hazikaron/Day of 
Remembrance and is the day when HaShem remembers his 
creatures, their deeds, and their needs so we pray to be 
remembered for Life. 

4. We add two parts into the first two brachot and two parts into the last 
two brachot. When we say Besefer Chaim/The Book of Life we refer 
not to a physical life but to a worthwhile and meaningful life. We also 
pray that this good life should be full of blessing, peace, and 
prosperity. As a general rule we have learned before usually the first 
3 sections are reserved for praise and last 3 sections for thanks, not 
personal requests. However during the ten Days of repentance 
these are allowed and must be said in the plural. Individual requests 
can be added in Elokei Netzor/Oh My G-d, guard my tongue. 

5. We change the blessings ending Kedushat HaShem 3rd section to 
HaMelech Hakadosh to recognize HaShem’s Kingship, and ending 
Shalom the last section to Oseh Hashalom to recognize that 
Hashem brings peace to the whole of mankind. 

6. The Silent Amidah on Rosh HaShanah for Ma’ariv, Shacharit and 
Mincha are the same except for the usual difference in the Shalom 
section. In shul there is no Chazarat Hashatz/Repetition of the 
Amidah for Ma’ariv, for Shacharit there are additions before the 
kedusha and they are different for the 1st and 2nd days. At Mincha 
there is a Chazarat Hashatz/Repetition of the Amidah with a 
Kedusha. 

Page  of 1 7



The table shows again the sections of the Amidah for Ma’ariv, Shacharit, 
and Mincha : 

Class Strategy 

Now we look at page 298 in the Artscroll Machzor to the additional 
paragraphs which are added on Rosh Hashanah(and Yom Kippur) in the 
third blessing, Kedushat HaShem. These again contain petitions and pleas( 
Eliyahu Kitov, Book 1, page 30) that : 

• HaShem’s dominion becomes evident to all mankind 
• The honor of Israel as HaShem’s chosen people be enhanced 

and the light of the Mashiach 
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STRUCTURE OF AMIDOT FOR YOM TOV
PAGE NUMBERS

(RCA ROSH HASHANAH  ARTSCROLL MACHZOR)

Shacharit 
(Ma’ariv, 
Mincha)

First Three Sections

Avot/Patriarchs (additions for Rosh Hashanah) 296

Gevurot/Hashems Might/Omnipotence (additions for Rosh Hashanah) 296 - 298

Kedushat Hashem/G-d’s Holiness (additions for Rosh Hashanah) 298

Middle Section

Variations for Yom Tov/Rosh Hashanah  (additions for Shabbat) 300

Last Three Sections

Avodah/Temple Service and Servants to Hashem 302

Hoda’ah/Thanksgiving (additions for Rosh Hashanah) 302

Shalom/Peace (additions for Rosh Hashanah) 302 - 304

Individual Supplication

Elokai Netzor/My G-d, guard my tongue.. 304



• The righteous will be brought joy and gross injustice(iniquity) 
should be removed from the world 

• HaShem will reign in Jerusalem again 
• HaShem’s oneness and that he will Judge us 

Rav Munk(Vol 2 page176) says that this part constitutes one of the most 
stirring  and exalting parts of the Rosh Hashanah service. This portion 
should conjure up within us a mingling of love and reverence that shoul fill 
our hearts on Rosh Hashanah(and Yom Kippur) Since HaShem created all 
living things we pray that He will renew His world to show His Uniqueness, 
Sovereignty, and sanctify his name. Furthermore he continues that the 3 
paragraphs beginning  Uvechen/And so too have 3 mounting degrees of 
exaltation 

• The awakening of the recognition of HaShem among al mankind 
• The redemption of Israel in particular 
• The reward that awaits all the righteous of the World 

Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch(Rav Munk vol 2 page 177) says these three 
ideas capture the ideas contained in the three sections of the Mussaf(which 
we will discuss next week) prayer Malchiot/Kingship, Zichronot/
Remembrances and Shofrot/Blowing the Shofar 

• Malchiot/Kingship - King of all living things 
• Zichronot/Remembrances - Divine providence where HaShem 

remembers his people 
• Shofrot/Blowing the Shofar - discipline and training to do good 

only 

Some opinions still consider it all Malchiot since we end with the blessing of 
HaMelech Hakadosh, while others still consider part of the Kedusha like it 
usually is for other days, Yom Tovim, and Shabbat(Rav Munk Vol 2 page 
177/8). What is interesting about this is in the repetition on page 334 you 
will see that the last part of the Kedusha is included in the Kedushat Hayom 
and for those who sit after the Kedusha people will sit when at the start of 
the Uvechen paragraphs and not wait as usual until the end of the bracha. 

Rav Munk(Vol 2 page 178)  says that according to many commentators 
Uvechen occurs 3 times as it was chosen based on a quotation form 
Megilat Ester/Book of Esther(4:16) where we see we have to use this word 
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carefully as we come now our preparations in Elul are complete come 
before HaShem as our King for judgement. The Kabbalists in Zohar(II;51b) 
offer another opinion that this refers to the three Divine attributes of 
Chesed/Kindness, Gevura/Might and Tiferet/Beauty which we should call 
upon at the time for lenience as stated before forgiveness even if we don’t 
deserve it.  

The second last paragraph discusses the revelation of HaShem in al his 
glory after the Gelulah where His majesty will benefit the entire 
Universe(Artscroll Machzor page 67). 

The last paragraph discusses the holiness of Hashem by the fact that His 
greatness is separate from and  incomparable too any other power(Artscroll 
Machzor page 67) As discussed last week the bracha ends with Melech 
Hakadosh/Holy King instead of Kel Hakadosh/Holy G-d( Rabbi J.B. 
Soloveitchik Machzor page 67/8). 

Now we look  (Artscroll Machzor page 300) at the additional paragraphs 
which are added on Rosh Hashanah in the 4th blessing, Kedushat HaYom, 
with most being the same as the text we use for Shavuot(as discussed 
Class # 6 5/25/2020), Sukkot, and Pesach (Eliyahu Kitov, Book 1, page 
30). The difference being that the plea for the holiness of Israel and the 
sanctity of the hazmanim/festive times in the last paragraph is replaced 
with a prayer for the manifestation again of HaShem’s sovereignty over the 
World, Israel and all mankind, the holiness of Israel, and the sanctity of 
Yom Hazikaron/Rosh Hashanah. During the 2nd and 3rd paragraphs we 
replace the appropriate words for Rosh Hashanah with its names of Yom 
Hazikaron and Yom Teruah. 

SAME AS SHAVUOT:

Atah Bechartanu/You have chosen us(Artscroll Machzor page 300) - 
This paragraph shows that  we are happy to be chosen to perform 
HaShem’s mission on earth(RCA page 662). Furthermore the idea of 
HaShem choosing us, stressing eternal love, and that HaShem has found 
Bnei Yisrael worthy(R’ Munk pg 113) is summed up by the three words 
Bechartanu - chosen on Pesach to be brought out of Egypt, Ahavtanu - 
loved on Shavuot to give us the Torah, Ratzita - favored us on Sukkot to 
forgive and protect us. While human languages can produce big ideas and 
complex thought only the language of the Torah contains HaShem’s 
wisdom which connects to His holiness (RCA page 662). HaShem’s laws 
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infuse the being of those who observe them(RCA page 663) and we are 
proud that Hashem wanted to be called the G-d of Israel(RCA page 663).


Difference from Shavuot as we add specifics for Rosh Hashanah

Vatiten Lanu/And you gave us (Artscroll Machzor page 330)- This 
explains how HaShem gave us with love this Yom Hazikaron/Day of 
Rememberance, a day of sounding the Shofar which is from Vayikra/
Leviticus (23:24) which Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch(Rav Munk page 
179) says we are required to perform, Zichron/Remember by reviewing our 
past year and the Teruah/Sound of the Shofar should summon us to break 
our past errors and mend our ways.

 NOTE: On Shabbat in parenthesis we add the words for Shabbat in 
brackets[ ], that we remember the sounding of the shofar with love.


Mikrah Kodesh/A holy convocation - R’ Munk (Vol 2 page112) says to fulfill 
this we literally must take this as a call/Karah to holiness and recite special 
prayers, blow the shofar, and say Kiddush.


Zecher Letziat Mitzraim/A memorial of the Exodus from Egypt  - It was on 
Rosh Hashanah that the Egyptians stopped forcing our ancestors to work 
for them even though the redemption did not come until 6 moths 
later(Artscroll Machzor page 69).


SAME AS SHAVUOT:

Ya’aleh VeYavo/May there rise and come   (Artscroll Machzor page 330)- 
This prayer is also said on Rosh Chodesh, Shavuot so  I not will discuss it 
again here except to include it in the notes.  There are two main 
suggestions for this prayer. First R’ Munk( page 112) says we pray that 
HaShem by his renewed love on this festival will raise us from our low 
state of Galut to enjoy the happiness of the festival. Secondly 
R’Schwaab(page 508/9) says quoting the Villa Gabon that the seven words 
after Ya’aleh, 

VeYavo, and come

VeYagiah, and reach

VeYareh,  and be seen

VeYaratzeh, and be willingly received

Vyishamah, and be heard

Veyiphakeid and shall receive special attention.

VeYizacher and will be recorded and rewarded
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represent the Kabbalist 7 levels of heavenly spheres. We want our aveirot/
sins to be forgotten and our Mitzvot/good deeds to brought through these 
7 levels in front of HaShem.


Zichhroneinu Uphikdoneinu/the remeberance and consideration of 
ourselves - Here we include our Mitzvot, those of our forefathers, the 
promise of Mashiach, and the rebuilding of Jerusalem and the Beit 
Mikdash/Temple.


DIFFERENCE FROM SHAVUOT- add for Rosh Hashanah

Beyom Hazikaron Hazeh/ This Day of Remembrance - We add the part for 
Rosh Hashanah as Yom Hazikaron. Rav Munk(Vol 2 page 179) says we 
only mention Yom Hazikaron to refer to the fact that Rosh Hashanah is a 
day of Remembrance for HaShem too where he examines our past 
conduct.


Elokeinu Ve’Elokei Avoteinu/Reign over the entire universe(Artscroll 
Machzor page 300) - Rav Munk(Vol 2 page 180) says this prayer replaces 
the last part said on Pesach, Shavuot, Sukkot because of the reference to 
Moadim/Pilgrimage Festivals which is not required for Rosh Hashanah.  So 
instead when concluding this section we bring to the forefront Hashem’s 
Universal Dominion over the whole world  (Rav Munk Vol 2 page 180). The 
text mentions three steps(Artscroll Machzor page 70):


• May HaShem rule of the entire universe

• May HaShem be exalted all over the physical world 

• May the inhabitants of the world recognize HaShem


Ud’varecha Emet Vekayam La’ad/Your word is true  and  endures  forever  - 
When we refer to “Your word” it is to the fact that when HaShem judged 
Adam he did so with compassion and promised him to do this throughout 
the generations of mankind. HaShem has kept His word(Rav Munk Vol 2 
page 180/1). In addition it refers to HaShem’s pledge that he will ultimately 
reign over all the universe and is therefore also an appeal to HaShem for 
the future Geulah/Salvation (Artscroll Machzor page 71). 


Melech al kol ha’aretz mekadesh Yisrael Veyom Hazikaron/ King over all 
the world, Who sanctifies Israel  and the day of Rememberance - As 
mentioned before we do not use the word Hazmanim for the same reason 
we don’t use Moadim (R’ Munk Vol2 page 181)  instead we use the name 
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of the day Yom Hazikaron and will see the same for Yom Kippur. As 
mentioned before the order is chronological as in what was first. 
Furthermore if a festival falls on Shabbat  we add the words in brackets [ ] 
and the last words are changed to mekadesh Hashabbat, VeYisarael, 
Veyom Hazikaron. This is in chronological order of establishment (R’ Munk 
Vol 2  pg 115) Shabbat at creation, forming of Israel as a nation, then the 
Festivals were given last of all. 

Next week we will look at the Mussaf service in Artscroll Machzor page 448 
if you want to look it over before.
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