
Epistemology of Tefila(Class 18) - 8/3/2020 —— Kriyat Shema -Class 2 

Recap 

1. Kriyat Shema U’Brachot- Reading the Shema and its Blessings  - 
has 2 blessings before and 1 after in Shacharit and 2 after in Ma’ariv. 

2. A note of correction we say the Baruch Shem k’vodo out loud at all 3 
places in Ma’ariv, Shacharit, and  Neilah/Concluding Prayer on Yom 
Kippur. We on this day have reached our spiritual Zennith, the 
exalted level of angels so we proclaim this to acknowledge that 
HaShem Echad/ G-d’s complete Sovereignty just as the angels do 
around Kisei HaShem. 

3. Make sure to add Keil Melech Ne’eman when davening at home and 
Chazan adds HaShem Elokeichem Emet to get the 248 words for 
the parts of our body as saying each word of the Shema heals a 
different body part. 

4. The enlarged Ayin and Dalet means Eid/witness as we are witness 
to Ol Malchut Shamayim/Yoke of the Sovereignty of HaShem 

5. Say Dalet clearly so as to emphasize Echad/One and not to say 
Acher/Alien or different but do not skip over the Cha of the Chet as 
that too makes another mangles word Echd. 

6. Focus of three paragraphs correspond to each of these themes as 
follows: 

(1) Shema/VeAhavta(Devarim/Deuteronomy 6:4 - 9 Parshat 
Ve’etchanan) - Yichud HaShem - acknowledging the unity and 
absolute sovereignty of HaShem/G-d 

(2) Vehayah Im Shamoah(Devarim/Deuteronomy 11:13 - 21 Parshat 
Eikev)  - Kabbalat Ol Miztvot - understanding the mitzvot and 
consequence of sin 

(3) Vayomer HaShem (Bamidbar/Numbers 15:37 - 41 Parshat 
Shelach)- Zechirat Yetziat Mitzrayim/remembering the Exodus 
and thereby the promise of the final redemption 

7. While woman are not obligated to say the whole of Kriyat Shema/
Reading of Shema it is a special mitzvah if they do. However women 
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and men are both required to say the first two lines to fulfill the 
commandment of Accepting the Ol Malchut Shamayim/Yolk of the 
Sovereignty of HaShem. 

Class Strategy 

Lets continue with the first verse from Devarim(6:6)......Shema Yisrael 
HaShem Elokeinu Hashem Echad/ Hear O Israel , HaShem is our G-d, 
HaShem the One and Only. 

Rabbis Barclay & Jaeger(page 163) say that this line holds endless layers 
of meanings and is a declaration of the following fundamental principles of 
Jewish faith: 
1. HaShem exists  
2. There is no other G-d 
3. HaShem is eternal 
4. HaShem is all powerful 
5. HaShem is Creator and Master of all that exists 
6. HaShem watches over the Jewish People with Divine Providence 
7. HaShem will ultimately be acknowledged by all mankind. 

Furthermore one should concentrate on the words in the following way: 

Shema/Hear or Know or Listen Yisrael  

To listen means to hear, understand, testify, and believe(Rabbis Barclay 7 
Jaeger). Rav Kleinman(page 168) says when we access our faith in 
HaShem through a sensory perception like hearing we cannot forget it as it 
is in our senses. He continues since we believe that all Jewish souls were 
present at Har Sinai/Mount Sinai our knowledge of HaShem was obtained 
by our whole sensory experience when we received the Torah. Carrying on 
with this theme of sensory experience Rav Schwab says when we were at 
Mount Sinai its says in Devarim (4:35-36 - Parshat Ve’etchanan)You were 
shown(sight)in order to know HaShem....he allowed you to hear(sound)his 
voice from heaven to teach you. Furthermore the enlarged letter Aiyin 
means Eye to indicate that we were eyewitnesses at Matan Torah/Giving of 
the Torah. This is further supported  by the verse in Shemot/Exodus(20:15 
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Parshat Yitro)the entire people saw the Thunder which Rashi comments it 
is impossible to see sounds without heightened help from HaShem. So the 
Jewish people do not have to believe in Matan Torah as the saw it and 
heard it and it is ingrained in their senses. 

Rabbi Twerski(page 137) says we must compare this word Shema to 
another use in Devarim/Deuteronomy (4:1 - Parshat Ve’Etchanan) “Now, 
hear O Israel the decrees(chukim) and ordinances(mishpatim). Chukim are 
laws we do not understand but we observe them unquestionably. So what 
these verses have in common with the word Shema hear, listen, know that 
accepting the yoke of heaven goes beyond servitude instead there is a total 
and unquestioning submission to HaShem.  

HaShem Elokeinu/HaShem Our G-d 

Rav Kleinman(page 167) says through these words we accept HaShem’s 
absolute rulership. He continues (page 170) the two name refer to the 
Merciful Judge which includes our belief that all HaShem does is for our 
good. Rav Schwab(page 314) says we do not say HaShem’s name/Shem 
Havayah/Name of Existence the way as it is spelled. We should think of the 
meaning in the written form which stands He was, He is, and He will be and 
that this true meaning this name is that He makes all existence exist. 
Furthermore when we say Adon-ai/My lord instead as His name we accept 
that HaShem is our personal Lord/G-d. 

HaShem Echad/HaShem is One 

Rav Kleinman(page 167) says through these words we affirm there is no 
power or creator other than HaShem.  

Rav Schwab(page 316)says that Chazal have discussed that one is 
required to pronounce these three letters in the following way and dwelling 
on the the appropriate amount of time:  
Aleph(1)- is said quickly and we should not dwell on this absolute unity 
Chet(8) - is said with a slight lingering that expresses that we accept the 
seven layers of revelation from us to HaShem are 8. 
Dalet(4) - is said with a lingering emphasis by holding ones tongue against 
ones upper teeth and palette to make us think we are surrounded on all 
sides by HaShem. 
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Rabbi Potash(page 202) summarizes this saying when you say EChad you 
should consider each letter with the following thought 

Aleph(1)- HaShem is One over the entire universe 
Chet(8) - HaShem is One over the seven heavens and the earth(8 = 7 + 1 ) 
Dalet(4) - HaShem is One over the four directions of the four directions of 
the world 

Rashi’s idea(Rabbi Potash page 202) that currently HaShem is our G-d and 
not of the non-Jews but in the future at the time of Geulah/Redemption he 
will be One HaShem accepted by all the nation. So saying the Shema 
means you believe that Ein Od Milvado/There is no one like HaShem will 
come universal as it says in Zecharia(14:9) and everyone will see his name 
is One(Rabbi Schwab page 317). 

Lets look again in more depth at the second line Baruch Sheim Kavod 
Malchutoh L’Olam Vaed/Blessed is the Name of His glorious kingdom 
for all eternity. — This is a Tefila/prayer that the glory of HaShem’s 
Sovereignty shall be revealed to the entire world forever. 
Baruch/Blessed in this context means to become increased 
Sheim/Name means the revelation 
Kavod Malchuto/His glorious Kingship means a perceptible vision of 
HaShem’s absolute Kingship 
L’Olam Vaed/for all eternity means that once made everyone’s 
awareness will continue forever 
So in summary the line therefore means “May the revelation of the glory of 
HaShem’s Kingdom be increased forever” ( Rabbi Potash page86-87, 
Rabbis Barclay & Jaeger page  169) 

This idea is further reinforced when Ya’akov Avinu is about to be niftar and 
he wished to tell his children when Mashiach would come and he showed 
this by saying “Baruch Sheim... Va’ed” meaning that when the Mashiach 
comes the revelation and acceptance of HaShem being one will be 
recognized by all forever(Rabbi Travis page 83). 

Chazal in Pesachim(56 a) use a parable to explain how “Baruch 
Sheim...Vaed” is the spice for the Shema. For us Jews the Shema is the 
nourishment that sustains us however as limited human beings we are able 
to fully perceive and grasp HaShem’s Omnipotence. So we follow with 
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Baruch Sheim which adds flavor to our Shema. Just like a spice 
emphasizes a certain flavor through emphasizing HaShem’s Kingship we 
can properly appreciate the Shema(Rabbi Travis page 87 - 88). 

Remember this verse is said quietly for 3 reasons, as it is not part of 
Devarim (6:4-9), its a praise of angels so we can’t equate ourselves to 
them(except on Yom Kippur), and last Moses brought these words down 
from Har Sinai but didn’t want the angels to know he had heard them and 
arouse their envy that we are saying them(Rabbis Barclay & Jaeger page 
166, Rabbi Travis Page 81 - 85). So we see how the theme is the same as 
Rashi summarized for the verse of the Shema. This is why Rabbi 
Travis(page 86) says that some Chachamim say that this verse requires 
the same concentration as the Shema in accepting Kabbalat Ol Malchut 
Shamyim/acceptance of the Yoke of Heaven. 

One final custom that has become the followed Halacha according to the 
Shulchan Aruch(65,2) if you are in shul when the congregation is saying the 
Shema you should say these  two first lines with them even if you have said 
them already, are waiting for the next minyan, or D’var Torah or prepare the 
kiddush. When we say the Shema together all our tefillot combine to create 
a more powerful recitation so it is Derech Eretz/Common courtesy to do 
your part for the communal goal. All opinions agree if you are behind and 
only now saying the brachot before the Shema you should not interrupt 
your Tefila but should cover your eyes and concentrate on the pre-Shema 
brachot which are preparing you to accept the heavenly yoke in your mind 
without saying the words and without disrespecting the congregation(Rabbi 
Travis page 90-95). We will discuss this further when we talk about 
catching up if you come to shul late and keeping up with the pace of the 
Chazan/Ba’al Tefila/Prayer leader. 

Next week we will continue with discussing, reading, and understanding the 
individual paragraphs. 

Page  of 5 5


