
Epistemology of Tefila(Class 17) - 8/10/2020 —Shema & Brachot Part 3 

Recap 

1. Shema contains the following fundamental principles of Jewish faith: 

(i) HaShem exists  
(ii) There is no other G-d 
(iii) HaShem is eternal 
(iv) HaShem is all powerful 
(v) HaShem is Creator and Master of all that exists 
(vi) HaShem watches over the Jewish People with Divine 

Providence 
(vii)HaShem will ultimately be acknowledged by all mankind 

2. When we say the Shema we are and EID/witness to HaShem’s oneness 
and when we say Baruch Shem Kavod quietly we show our belief in 
Geulah/Redemption when the whole world will know HaShem’s 
Omnipotence. 

3. Even though we do not say HaShem’s name/Shem Havayah/Name of 
Existence the way as it is spelled. We should think of the meaning in the 
written form which stands He was, He is, and He will be and that He makes 
all existence exist. 

4. When we say EChaD/One we should consider each letter with the 
following thought 

(i) Aleph(1)- HaShem is One over the entire universe 
(ii) Chet(8) - HaShem is One over the seven heavens and the 

earth(8 = 7 + 1 ) 
(iii) Dalet(4) - HaShem is One over the four directions of the 

world 

5. The Baruch Shem Kavod means “May the revelation of the glory of 
HaShem’s Kingdom be increased forever” 
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Class Strategy 

Now lets continue with discussing, reading, and understanding the 
individual paragraphs. Just as much care should be taken when saying 
each word of the 3 remaining paragraphs of the Shema and one should 
concentrate on the meaning of every word making it gain ore important to 
say in English if you do not understand the Hebrew(Rabbis Barclay & 
Jaeger page 166, Rabbi Travis 150). Furthermore read the paragraphs as if 
it is a letter you are reading for the first time from HaShem with reverence, 
awe, and paying attention to each instruction. Rambam(Hilchos Kriyat 
Shema 2, 8-9) says when saying that on should pause so one word does 
not run into the next. Rabbi Travis(page 150/1) says we can infer from this 
that saying the Shema in another language other than Hebrew we too 
should be just as careful to follow the grammatical rules of that language 
with no slurring or contractions and focusing on each of the words or 
phrases. A lot of the words meanings and nuances are often lost in 
translation as you will see when we discuss the paragraphs below. Now is 
a good time to encourage those of you who can to try the NJOP classes in 
basic Hebrew or intermediate Hebrew that are starting this week and listed 
on the Shul’s education email sent out yesterday. Rabbi Travis says it is 
best to try learn and understand Hebrew. 

1st Paragraph(RCA page 92, THE KOREN page 99) 

Ve’Ahavta et HaShem Elokecha/You shall love HaShem your G-d  - The 
first paragraph consists of the 5 verses after the Shema in Devarim/
Deuteronomy(6:5 - 9 Parshat Va’etchanan) and they focus on the 
commandment to love HaShem. You are required to love with your heart, 
emotions and desires, your soul, prepared to sacrifice your life, and your 
resources, wealth(RCA page 92). We pledge allegiance to the One  
G-d, Sovereign of the universe. Further more we regard the 
commandments as if they are given to us today and we should be 
conscious of them all the time by keeping them in our heart. That love 
infuses all we do from our relationship with our children, in discussions and 
study with our friends, with the signs/tefilin on our arms(with our heart) and 
between our eyes(with our mind), and the mezuzot/ on our homes(Rabbi 
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Sacks page 101). Rav’ Munk(page 114) says to love HaShem we need 
these concrete reminders. 

VeAhavta/And you shall love is a commandment that can only follow after 
one accepts that HaShem exists by saying the first line of the Shema(Rav 
Schwab page 320) 

VeShinatam Levanecha/Teach them thoroughly to your children — Rabbi 
Travis (page 151/2)says in the Hebrew this can also be translated to mean 
that you should ensure you never forget your Torah learning as a child. 

Letotafot/Tefillin again Chazal say in the Gemara that word Tota means 2 in 
the Caspian language and Phot means 2 in an African language  making 4 
for the 4 parchments are placed in the Tefillin(Rav Schwab page 338): 

1. Kadesh (Exodus 13:1–10)  
2. Vehayah ki yeviacha (Exodus 13:11–16) 
3. Shema (Deut. 6:4–9) 
4. Vehayah (Deut. 11:13–21) 

2nd Paragraph(RCA page 92, THE KOREN page 99/101) 

Vehayah Im Shamoah/And it will come to pass if you continually 
hearken(hear/listen/do) - The second paragraph are the verses from 
Devarim/Deuteronomy(11:13-21 Parshat Eikev) and they focus on the 
practical observance as a means to attain oneness with 
HaShem(Rav’Munk page 114). Unlike the first paragraph this one specifies 
the duty to perform HaShem’s commandments and teaches about reward 
and punishment(RCA page 92/3). This a paragraph speaks to us as a 
nation whereas the first one was to each individual which is defined by our 
covenant with HaShem and His Torah(Rabbi Sacks page 100). This is 
noted by the Hebrew grammar of you singular verses you plural that can be 
lost in the English where there is no distinction. 

Yoreh/Early refers to early rain in Israel in the fall while Malkosh is the late 
rain in Israel in the spring. Rav Schwab(page 346). He further says that 
Rashi explains this not of thinking about agricultural benefits but rather that 
HaShem is saying if you fulfill your obligations then I will fulfill mine(Rav 
Schwab page 347). 
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Veasafta Deganecha/That you may gather in your grain - Here the 
grammar again reflects the singular form as not everyone is involved in 
agriculture although we are all dependent on successful agriculture for our 
food and sustenance. However the Talmud(Berachot 35b) says that this 
verse is interpreted to mean that you need to include a normal livelihood 
even within the framework of studying Torah(Rav Schwab page 349). 

Veachalta Vesavata/You will eat and be satisfied - Rav Schwab (page 352) 
says from here we see that this verse follows the cows having grass which 
teaches us the lesson to feed our pets and animals before we sit to eat 
ourselves. 

Hishamru/Beware The grammar changes again to plural and this warning 
comes to all the nation after the list of prosperity as Rashi says people who 
are well off are often are prone to temptation and prone to idolatry where 
other material things become a G-d(RCA page 93). 

Vecharah Af HaShem/Then the anger .....Now follows haShen’s warnings 
of what will happen. Rav Schwab(page 355) says losing the land is an 
Historic fact that happened very quickly less than 850 years after it was 
supposed to be ours forever but it was not VeAvadetem/Permanent and 
Eretz Yisrael still belongs to the Jewish People. 

Asher HaShem Notein Lachem/Which HaShem gives you - Rav 
Schwab(page 357) says the the present tense notein/gives is used not 
natan/gave should be comforting that the loss of the land will never be 
permanent and that leads into the meaning of the next words which say we 
must believe these words about us keeping Eretz Yisrael. 

The next verses are the same as the first paragraph but in plural and from 
them come many of the customs that not only should we do the mitzvot 
listed but also help others to perform these mitzvot as Kol Yisrael Arevim 
Zeh Bazeh/the entire Jewish people are guarantors for one another (Rav. 
Schwab page 359). So like Chabad do you can see to it that someone puts 
on Tefilin, or be the grandparent who buys tefilin for your grandson’s bar 
mitzvah, or candle sticks for your granddaughters wedding, buy a mezuzah 
with Klaf/Parchment for a friend moving into a new home, sharing your 
lulav and etrog for a nominal fee..... the list is endless .......Velimadetem/
Teach them is plural as it means that everyone should be involved in 
helping to give Torah Education to children(RCA page 93). 
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L’Ma’an Yirbu/In order to prolong - Rav Schwab(page 362) says this verse 
refers back to the mitzvot mentioned in the beginning of the paragraph and 
promises us if we keep these mitzvot we will eventually have full control of 
our land this is suggested the words Al haadamah/On the land instead of 
just ba’adamah/in the land. When we return to live there in it will be in 
longevity as we have been promised that he will give it to our ancestors as 
long as the world has existed. 

3rd Paragraph(RCA page 94, THE KOREN page 101) 

Vayomer HaShem El Moshe Leimor/And HaShem said to Moses saying - 
The third paragraph are the verses from Bamidbar/Numbers(15:37-41 
Parshat Shelach) which Rav’Munk(page 115) says contains the five basic 
ideas of Judaism : 
1. Awareness of Hashem though the Tzizit 
2. Acceptance of the Mitzvot 
3. Suppression of heresy 
4. Avoidance of sinful thoughts 
5. Redemption from Egypt  

Holiness is the motivating force that helps our lives ascend to a higher level 
of existence. Rashi(RCA page 94) says that the main reason for including 
this verse is because every Jew has an obligation  to remember Yetziat 
Mitzrayim and HaShem’s claim tp our allegiance. Lo Taturu/Do not explore 
Rashi(RCA page 95)says this means if the eyes see, then the heart wants, 
and the body sins.  

HaShem Elokeichem Emet is said as one even though Emet is not in the 
Torah it is from Yermiyahu/Jeremiah(10:10). 
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