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The Rise of Dovid 

1) Shmuel Aleph, 17:32-37 

(32) And David said to Saul: 'Let no man's heart fail within him; thy servant 

will go and fight with this Philistine.' (33) And Saul said to David: 'Thou art not 

able to go against this Philistine to fight with him; for thou art but a youth, and 

he a man of war from his youth.' (34) And David said unto Saul: 'Thy servant 

kept his father's sheep; and when there came a lion, or a bear, and took a lamb 

out of the flock, (35) I went out after him, and smote him, and delivered it out 

of his mouth; and when he arose against me, I caught him by his beard, and 

smote him, and slew him. (36) Thy servant smote both the lion and the bear; 

and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be as one of them, seeing he hath 

taunted the armies of the living God.' (37) And David said: 'The Lord that 

delivered me out of the paw of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, He will 

deliver me out of the hand of this Philistine.' And Saul said unto David: 'Go, 

and the Lord shall be with thee.' 

2) Shmuel Aleph, 17:38-40 

(38) And Saul clad David with his apparel, and he put a helmet of brass upon 

his head, and he clad him with a coat of mail. (39) And David girded his sword 

upon his apparel, and he essayed to go [, but could not]; for he had not tried it. 

And David said unto Saul: 'I cannot go with these; for I have not tried them.' 

And David put them off him. (40) And he took his staff in his hand, and chose 

him five smooth stones out of the brook, and put them in the shepherd's bag 

which he had, even in his scrip; and his sling was in his hand; and he drew 

near to the Philistine. 

 

 

 

 

 



On the Battlefield -- Dovid and Golyat Meet 

3)  Shmuel Aleph, 17:41-47 

(41) And the Philistine came nearer and nearer unto David; and the man that 

bore the shield went before him. (42) And when the Philistine looked about, 

and saw David, he disdained him; for he was but a youth, and ruddy, and 

withal of a fair countenance. (43) And the Philistine said unto David: 'Am I a 

dog, that thou comest to me with staves?' And the Philistine cursed David by 

his god. (44) And the Philistine said to David: 'Come to me, and I will give thy 

flesh unto the fowls of the air, and to the beasts of the field.' (45) Then said 

David to the Philistine: 'Thou comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, 

and with a javelin; but I come to thee in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God 

of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast taunted. (46) This day will the Lord 

deliver thee into my hand; and I will smite thee, and take thy head from off 

thee; and I will give the carcasses of the host of the Philistines this day unto 

the fowls of the air, and to the wild beasts of the earth; that all the earth may 

know that there is a God in Israel; (47) and that all this assembly may know 

that the Lord saveth not with sword and spear; for the battle is the Lord's, and 

He will give you into our hand.' 

Dovid's Victory 

4) Shmuel Aleph, 17:48-51 

(48) And it came to pass, when the Philistine arose, and came and drew nigh 

to meet David, that David hastened, and ran toward the army to meet the 

Philistine. (49) And David put his hand in his bag, and took thence a stone, and 

slung it, and smote the Philistine in his forehead; and the stone sank into his 

forehead, and he fell upon his face to the earth. (50) So David prevailed over 

the Philistine with a sling and with a stone, and smote the Philistine, and slew 

him; but there was no sword in the hand of David. (51) And David ran, and 

stood over the Philistine, and took his sword, and drew it out of the sheath 

thereof, and slew him, and cut off his head therewith. And when the Philistines 

saw that their mighty man was dead, they fled. 

 



5) Shmuel Aleph, 17:45 - Faith 

You come to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a javelin; but I come 

to thee in the name of the Lord of Hosts, the Gd of the armies of Israel, 

whom thou has taunted. 

6) Rabbi Hillel Novetsky - Cunning 

Hashem gives the hero the intellectual capability by which to find a tactic 

which can surprise the enemy.  See Radak on 16:2 that even though Hashem 

makes miracles and wonders for those who fear him, in most cases they are 

via the way of the world.  Therefore a person must help himself, for we do not 

rely on miracles.  Dovid relied on his own cunning, recognizing that he had no 

experience in armor and swordsmanship, and that if he fought against Golyat 

on Golyot's terms, he might lose. Therefore Dovid chose ammunition that he 

was used to, and through which he could take advantage of his strengths an 

Golyat's weakness --Dovid's speed and Golyat's sluggishness. Indeed, Golyat is 

surprised, does not know how to react, and expects that Dovid will come close 

for hand-to-hand combat. While Golyat is still approaching, Dovid slings him 

from afar.  Dovid might have also tried to appear as mere shepherd, using his 

staff as a decoy, so Golyat would not know how to guard himself.    

7) Gigantism-- A Disadvantage? Robert Mann, "Science Meets Theology 
  in David and Goliath" 
 
Physicians have suggested that Goliath was actually a man afflicted with a 
disease called acromelagy or "gigantism."  The pituitary gland in people who 
suffer from this disease releases excess amounts of growth hormones, causing 
them to become unusually tall.  ...  Researchers explain ... that Goliath's 
condition had affected his vision, making him either partially blind or giving 
him tunnel vision.  The tumor that is the cause of the large amounts of growth 
hormone secreted by the pituitary gland may have been compressing Goliath's 
optic nerves. The giant may not have seen David approaching, making it easy 
for the boy to strike Goliath. 

 
 
 
 



Symptoms of Gigantism: from Medicine Plus 
 

Double vision / difficulty with peripheral vision / Prominent jaw / Headache / 
Increased sweating / Irregular menstruation / Large hands and feet with thick 
fingers and toes / Thickening of the facial features / Muscle weakness / 
Swollen and painful joints, limiting movement 
 
8) Shmuel Bet, 11:1-5 - Dovid's Fall -- Dovid's Sin with Batsheva 
 
(1) And it came to pass, at the return of the year, at the time when kings go out 
to battle, that David sent Joab, and his servants with him, and all Israel; and 
they destroyed the children of Ammon, and besieged Rabbah. But David 
tarried at Jerusalem. (2) And it came to pass at eventide, that David arose from 
off his bed, and walked upon the roof of the king's house; and from the roof he 
saw a woman bathing; and the woman was very beautiful to look upon. (3) 
And David sent and inquired after the woman. And one said: 'Is not this Bath-
sheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite?' (4) And David sent 
messengers, and took her; and she came in unto him (va'tavoh ay'lav), and he 
lay with her; for she was purified from her uncleanness; and she returned 
unto her house. (5) And the woman conceived; and she sent and told David, 
and said: 'I am with child.' 
 
9)  Rav Yosef Kara, Shmuel Bet, 11:3 
 
And one said: the messenger 
 
10) Radak, Shmuel Bet, 11:3 
 
And he sought the woman: he sought the people of her house about the 
woman, whether she was Batsheva, the daughter of Eliam. 
 
11) Radak, Shmuel Bet, 11:4 
 
To teach that he did not sleep with her while she was a niddah (menstruating). 
... and he did not transgress sleeping with a menstruating woman, but because 
she was married.  And our Rabbis teach: all who went to war in the time of 
Dovid gave their wives a (conditional) divorce in case he was to die in battle; 
therefore, Dovid caused Uriah's death so that she would be divorced 
retroactively. 



12) Rav Yosef Kara, Shmuel Bet, 11:4 
 
So that we cannot attribute the baby to her husband Uriah  
 
13) Shmuel Bet, 11:6-13- The Cover-Up - Plan 1 
 
(6) And David sent to Joab[, saying]: 'Send me Uriah the Hittite.' And Joab sent 
Uriah to David. (7) And when Uriah was come unto him, David asked of him 
how Joab did, and how the people fared, and how the war prospered. (8) And 
David said to Uriah: 'Go down to thy house, and wash thy feet.' And Uriah 
departed out of the king's house, and there followed him a mess of food 
(mahs'at) from the king. (9) But Uriah slept at the door of the king's house 
with all the servants of his lord, and went not down to his house. (10) And 
when they had told David, saying: 'Uriah went not down unto his house', 
David said unto Uriah: 'Art thou not come from a journey? wherefore didst 
thou not go down unto thy house?' (11) And Uriah said unto David: 'The ark, 
and Israel, and Judah, abide in booths; and my lord Joab, and the servants of 
my lord, are encamped in the open field; shall I then go into my house, to eat 
and to drink, and to lie with my wife? as thou livest, and as thy soul liveth, I 
will not do this thing.' (12) And David said to Uriah: 'Tarry here to-day also, 
and tomorrow I will let thee depart.' So Uriah abode in Jerusalem that day, and 
the morrow. (13) And when David had called him, he did eat and drink before 
him; and he made him drunk; and at even he went out to lie on his bed with 
the servants of his lord, but went not down to his house. 
 
14)  Shmuel Bet, 11:14-17 - The Cover-Up - Plan 2 
 
(14) And it came to pass in the morning, that David wrote a letter to Joab, and 
sent it by the hand of Uriah. (15) And he wrote in the letter, saying: 'Set ye 
Uriah in the forefront of the hottest battle, and retire ye from him, that he may 
be smitten, and die.' (16) And it came to pass, when Joab kept watch upon the 
city, that he assigned Uriah unto the place where he knew that valiant men 
were. (17) And the men of the city went out, and fought with Joab; and there 
fell some of the people, even of the servants of David; and Uriah the Hittite 
died also.  
 
 
 
 



15) Shmuel Bet, 11:18-27 - Yoav Sends News to Dovid 
 
(18) Then Joab sent and told David all the things concerning the war; (19) and 
he charged the messenger, saying: 'When thou hast made an end of telling all 
the things concerning the war unto the king, (20) it shall be that, if the king's 
wrath arise, and he say unto thee: Wherefore went ye so nigh unto the city to 
fight? knew ye not that they would shoot from the wall? (21) who smote 
Abimelech the son of Jerubbesheth? did not a woman cast an upper millstone 
upon him from the wall, that he died at Thebez? why went ye so nigh the wall? 
then shalt thou say: Thy servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also.' (22) So the 
messenger went, and came and told David all that Joab had sent him for. (23) 
And the messenger said unto David: 'The men prevailed against us, and came 
out unto us into the field, and we were upon them even unto the entrance of 
the gate. (24) And the shooters shot at thy servants from off the wall; and 
some of the king's servants are dead, and thy servant Uriah the Hittite is dead 
also.' (25) Then David said unto the messenger: 'Thus shalt thou say unto 
Joab: Let not this thing displease thee, for the sword devoureth in one manner 
or another; make thy battle more strong against the city, and overthrow it; 
and encourage thou him.' (26) And when the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah 
her husband was dead, she made lamentation for her husband. (27) And when 
the mourning was past, David sent and took her home (vaya'as'fah)  to his 
house, and she became his wife, and bore him a son. But the thing that David 
had done displeased the Lord. 
 
16) Shoftim, Chapter 9 
 
(1) And Abimelech the son of Jerubbaal went to Shechem unto his mother's 
brethren, and spoke with them, and with all the family of the house of his 
mother's father, saying: (2) 'Speak, I pray you, in the ears of all the men of 
Shechem: Which is better for you, that all the sons of Jerubbaal, who are 
threescore and ten persons, rule over you, or that one rule over you? 
remember also that I am your bone and your flesh.' (3) And his mother's 
brethren spoke of him in the ears of all the men of Shechem all these words; 
and their hearts inclined to follow Abimelech; for they said: 'He is our 
brother.' (4) And they gave him threescore and ten pieces of silver out of the 
house of Baal-berith, with which Abimelech hired vain and light fellows, who 
followed him. (5) And he went unto his father's house at Ophrah, and slew his 
brethren the sons of Jerubbaal, being threescore and ten persons, upon one 
stone; but Jotham the youngest son of Jerubbaal was left; for he hid himself.  



6) And all the men of Shechem assembled themselves together, and all Beth-
millo, and went and made Abimelech king, by the terebinth of the pillar that 
was in Shechem. . .. 7) And when they told it to Jotham, he went and stood in 
the top of mount Gerizim, and lifted up his voice, and cried, and said unto 
them: 'Hearken unto me, ye men of Shechem, that God may hearken unto you. 
(8) The trees went forth on a time to anoint a king over them; and they said 
unto the olive-tree: Reign thou over us. (9) But the olive-tree said unto them: 
Should I leave my fatness, seeing that by me they honour God and man, and go 
to hold sway over the trees? (10) And the trees said to the fig-tree: Come thou, 
and reign over us. (11) But the fig-tree said unto them: Should I leave my 
sweetness, and my good fruitage, and go to hold sway over the trees? (12) And 
the trees said unto the vine: Come thou, and reign over us. (13) And the vine 
said unto them: Should I leave my wine, which cheereth God and man, and go 
to hold sway over the trees? (14) Then said all the trees unto the bramble: 
Come thou, and reign over us. (15) And the bramble said unto the trees: If in 
truth ye anoint me king over you, then come and take refuge in my shadow; 
and if not, let fire come out of the bramble, and devour the cedars of Lebanon. 
(16) Now therefore, if ye have dealt truly and uprightly, in that ye have made 
Abimelech king, and if ye have dealt well with Jerubbaal and his house, and 
have done unto him according to the deserving of his hands— (17) for my 
father fought for you, and adventured his life, and delivered you out of the 
hand of Midian; (18) and ye are risen up against my father's house this day, 
and have slain his sons, threescore and ten persons, upon one stone, and have 
made Abimelech, the son of his maidservant, king over the men of Shechem, 
because he is your brother— (19) if ye then have dealt truly and uprightly 
with Jerubbaal and with his house this day, then rejoice ye in Abimelech, and 
let him also rejoice in you. (20) But if not, let fire come out from Abimelech, 
and devour the men of Shechem, and Beth-millo; and let fire come out from 
the men of Shechem, and from Beth-millo, and devour Abimelech.' (21) And 
Jotham ran away, and fled, and went to Beer, and dwelt there, for fear of 
Abimelech his brother. (22) And Abimelech was prince over Israel three years. 
(23) And God sent an evil spirit between Abimelech and the men of Shechem; 
and the men of Shechem dealt treacherously with Abimelech; . . .(50) Then 
went Abimelech to Thebez, and encamped against Thebez, and took it. (51) 
But there was a strong tower within the city, and thither fled all the men and 
women, even all they of the city, and shut themselves in, and got them up to 
the roof of the tower. (52) And Abimelech came unto the tower, and fought 
against it, and went close unto the door of the tower to burn it with fire. (53) 
And a certain woman cast an upper millstone upon Abimelech's head, and 



broke his skull. (54) Then he called hastily unto the young man his armour-
bearer, and said unto him: 'Draw thy sword, and kill me, that men say not of 
me: A woman slew him.' And his young man thrust him through, and he died. 
(55) And when the men of Israel saw that Abimelech was dead, they departed 
every man unto his place. (56) Thus God requited the wickedness of 
Abimelech, which he did unto his father, in slaying his seventy brethren; (57) 
and all the wickedness of the men of Shechem did God requite upon their 
heads; and upon them came the curse of Jotham the son of Jerubbaal. 
 

17) Shmuel Bet, 12:1-4 - The Chastisement 
 
(1) And the Lord sent Nathan unto David. And he came unto him, and said 
unto him: 'There were two men in one city: the one rich, and the other poor. 
(2) The rich man had exceeding many flocks and herds; (3) but the poor man 
had nothing save one little ewe lamb, which he had bought and reared; and it 
grew up together with him, and with his children; it did eat of his own morsel, 
and drank of his own cup, and lay in his bosom, and was unto him as a 
daughter. (4) And there came a traveler (hay’lech) unto the rich man, and he 
spared to take of his own flock and of his own herd, to dress for the wayfaring 
man that was come unto him, but took the poor man's lamb, and dressed it for 
the man that was come to him.'  
 
18) Metzudas Dovid (R. David Altschuler of Prague, 1687-1769),  
                         commentary on Shmuel Bet, 12:1 
 
He wanted Dovid to sentence himself ... and even though many points had 
nothing to do with Dovid, his intention was to hide the fact so that Dovid 
would not notice and keep the sentence to himself ... 
 
19) Radak, Shmuel Bet, 12:1 
 
This parable is understood, that Dovid is the rich man, who had many wives, 
and Uriah is the poor man who has only one wife, and the guest is the evil 
inclination, and the words haylech and oray’ach are one, but our Rabbis 
explained that at first, the evil inclination is like a passer-by who comes, 
(haylech), but does not sleep over, and then the yetzer harah becomes like a 
guest (oray’ach), who sleeps over.  Finally, he becomes similar to the owner of 
the house (eesh), that is to say, the yetzer harah rules over the man, and that is 
why it is called a "man."    



 
20) Shmuel Bet, 12:5-13 - Punishment and Confession 
 
(5) And David's anger was greatly kindled against the man; and he said to 
Nathan: 'As the Lord liveth, the man that hath done this deserveth to die; (6) 
and he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because 
he had no pity.' (7) And Nathan said to David: 'Thou art the man. Thus saith 
the Lord, the God of Israel: I anointed thee king over Israel, and I delivered 
thee out of the hand of Saul; (8) and I gave thee thy master's house, and thy 
master's wives into thy bosom, and gave thee the house of Israel and of Judah; 
and if that were too little, then would I add unto thee so much more. (9) 
Wherefore hast thou despised the word of the Lord, to do that which is evil in 
My sight? Uriah the Hittite thou hast smitten with the sword, and his wife thou 
hast taken to be thy wife, and him thou hast slain with the sword of the 
children of Ammon. (10) Now therefore, the sword shall never depart from 
thy house; because thou hast despised Me, and hast taken the wife of Uriah the 
Hittite to be thy wife. (11) Thus saith the Lord: Behold, I will raise up evil 
against thee out of thine own house, and I will take thy wives before thine 
eyes, and give them unto thy neighbour, and he shall lie with thy wives in the 
sight of this sun. (12) For thou didst it secretly; but I will do this thing before 
all Israel, and before the sun.' (13) And David said unto Nathan: 'I have sinned 
against the Lord.' And Nathan said unto David: 'The Lord also hath put away 
thy sin; thou shalt not die. 
 

Chazal and Dovid's Sin 
 
21) Talmud Bavli, Shabbat 56 
 
Rabbi Shmuel bar Naḥmani said that Rabbi Yonatan said: Anyone who 
says that David sinned with Bathsheba is nothing other than mistaken, as 
it is stated: “And David succeeded in all his ways; and the Lord was with 
him” (I Samuel 18:14). Is it possible that sin came to his hand and 
nevertheless the Divine Presence was with him? However, how then do I 
establish the meaning of the rebuke of the prophet Nathan: “Why have you 
despised the word of the Lord, to do that which is evil in My sight? Uriah 
the Hittite you have smitten with the sword, and his wife you have taken to be 
your wife, and him you have slain with the sword of the children of Ammon” 
(II Samuel 12:9), indicating that David sinned? The Gemara answers: David 
sought to do evil and have relations with Bathsheba while she was still 

https://mg.alhatorah.org/Shemuel%20I/18.14#e1
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married to Uriah but did not do so. Rav said: Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi, who 
descends from the house of David, seeks to teach the verse in favor of 
David. With regard to that which is written: “Why have you despised the 
commandment of the Lord to do evil,” Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi said: This evil 
mentioned with regard to David is different from all other evils in the 
Torah; as with regard to all other evils in the Torah, it is written: And he 
did evil, and here it is written: To do evil. This unique phrase indicates that 
David sought to do evil but did not actually do so. His intentions were 
improper; however, his actions were proper. That which is written: “Uriah 
the Hittite you have smitten with the sword,” means that you could have 
judged him before the Sanhedrin as one guilty of treason against the throne, 
and you did not judge him in that manner. Instead, you had him executed in 
a manner that deviated from the generally accepted principles of judgment. 
With regard to that which is written: “And his wife you have taken to be 
your wife”; it means that you have rights of marriage with her, as by law 
Bathsheba was already divorced from Uriah. As Rabbi Shmuel bar Naḥmani 
said that Rabbi Yonatan said: Anyone who goes to a war waged by the 
royal house of David writes a conditional bill of divorce to his wife. That 
was done to prevent a situation in which the soldier’s wife would be unable to 
remarry because the soldier did not return from battle and there were no 
witnesses to his fate. The conditional bill of divorce accorded her the status of 
a divorcee and freed her to remarry. As it is stated: “And carry these ten 
cheeses to the captain of their thousand, and to your brothers bring 
greetings and take their pledge [arubatam]” (I Samuel 17:18). What is the 
meaning of arubatam? Rav Yosef taught: It refers to matters that are 
shared [hame’oravim] between him, the husband, and her, the wife, i.e., 
marriage. The verse should be read: Take the bill of divorce that determines 
the status of the relationship between husband and wife. As, apparently, it 
was customary for men at war to send their wives a conditional divorce, since 
Uriah later died, Bathsheba retroactively assumed divorced status from the 
time that he set out to war. She was not forbidden to David. With regard to 
that which is written: “And him you have slain with the sword of the 
children of Ammon,” it means: Just as you are not punished for soldiers 
killed by the sword of the children of Ammon in the course of the war, so 
too you are not punished for the death of Uriah the Hittite. What is the 
reason that David was not liable for the death of Uriah? Because Uriah was a 
traitor against the throne. As he said to David: “And my lord Joab and the 
servants of my lord are encamped in the open fields” (II Samuel 11:11). In 

https://mg.alhatorah.org/Shemuel%20I/17.18#e1
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the presence of the king, one may not refer to another as his lord. Doing so is 
treason. ... 
 
22) Abravanel 
 
And these words of our sages are by way of derash ... How can we say that he 
"attempted to do" but did not do if the text testifies to his act explicitly? And if 
Dovid did not sin, why did he say, "I sinned?"  And the verse they bring as 
support, "And Hashem was with him" is before our story and cannot negate a 
sin that occurred afterwards. ... And so I am not satisfied to be lenient with 
Dovid's sin, and will not deny the simple truth.  How can I be appeased by [the 
idea] that they gave a divorce if Dovid sent Uriah to his house? At the end of 
the day, if the text calls him a sinner, and he admits to his sin, how can one be 
mistaken from believing him? Better to say that Dovid sinned greatly and 
confessed greatly and repented fully and accepted is punishment and atoned 
for his sins. 
 

Comparing Dovid and Shmuel 
 
23) Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik, z"l, "The Voice of My Beloved is  
  Knocking," p. 74 
 
Two kings of Israel, the anointed of Gd, national heroes, sinned, repented and 
confessed - one was not forgiven immediately; the other Gd pardoned and was 
forgiven at the very moment of his confession.  With Shaul, Gd acted with the 
quality of justice and tore his kingship away from him. With regards to David, 
He mixed justice with kindness and his kingship was not taken away from his 
sons.  Why was Gd strict with Shaul and merciful with David? ... the answer is 
simple.  David did not miss an opportunity and immediately confessed his sin; 
Shaul hesitated a moment and for that delay his kingdom was taken away.... 
 
24) Abravanel, Shmuel Aleph, Ch. 15 
 
Shaul sinned in the artistry of kingship and Dovid sinned in that in which he 
was a man and not in that in which he was a king.  ... Shaul also had attributes 
that are scorned in a king. ... It is fitting for a king to be cruel to his enemies 
and merciful to his servants, and Shaul was the opposite, for he pitied Agag his 
enemy and did not pity Nov, the priestly city, which he decimated by sword. ... 
It is also fitting for a king to be a man of valor and not fear a soul, yet Shaul 



said, "For I feared the nation and listened to their voices." ... For this, he was 
punished....      
 


