
Rav Esriel Hildesheimer and Giving a
Brit Milah to a non-Jew

1. Rabbi Bernard Ilowy (1814-1871)

2. The Congress of Vienna
The Assembly of the Federation will deliberate how to achieve the civic improvement of the
members of the Jewish religion in Germany in as generally agreed a form as possible, in
particular as to how to grant and insure for them the possibility of enjoying civic rights in return
for the acceptance of all civic duties in the states of the Federation; until then, the members of
this religion will have safeguarded for them the rights which have already been granted to them
by the single states of the Federation.

3. Halberstadt, Germany
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4. Eisenstadt, Austria-Hungary (Oberlanders)

5. Marcus Lehmann
Each morning, R. Esriel lectured on Poskim from 4 to 6 AM. From 8 to 10 AM he lectured on
Gittin, and from 10 to noon he read German literature with his students. From 2 to 4 PM he
lectured on tractate Chullin, and from 8 to 10 PM he lectured again on Poskim. On Shabbat we
prayed at an early service, and then studied tractate Shabbat from 8 AM to 12:30 PM. Friday
evenings during the winter season he lectured on tractate Shavuot

6. Rav Esriel Hildesheimer
The only hope for Orthodoxy is the establishment of a Rabbinical Seminary. Those who agitate
against the establishment of a Rabbinical Seminary, claiming they see the results of the existing
Rabbinical Seminaries, are sorely mistaken. For we see only the results of seminaries headed
by the non-Orthodox. If, on the other hand, there would be a Rabbinical Seminary headed by
G-d-fearing faculty, it would be a sanctification of G-d’s name. It is the only remedy that remains.

7. Rav Esriel Hildesheimer
It is impossible that the quest for knowledge in one area of learning will not build bridges to
other areas of learning...We have neither the leisure nor desire to pursue all areas of secular
study. Due to our focus on Talmud and ritual practice, we must confine our pursuit of secular
study to those of its aspects essential for our learning. This minimal commitment to secular
study, however, cannot be compromised. We will engage in these various areas of secular study
with the same devotion we apply to religious study, for all our study is for the sake of Heaven.
The second half of this century has brought several changes: the new Wissenchaft dees
Judenthums has come into its own, and areas that have been know for a long time, i.e. Biblical
exegesis demands investigation from a new perspective and requires the use of rich linguistic
and philological materials, to the extent possible. In our desire to engage in these areas, as our
own, we will attempt to work in them with absolute academic seriousness and for the sake of
and only for the sake of, the truth.
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8. Rav Dovid Tzvi Hoffmann
Although R. Avraham Danzig railed against the practice of bringing a bier into the synagogue,
explaining that it was only permitted for the Gaon of Vilna, who was unique in his generation,
there is no question that it is permissible in our case. Rav Esriel Hildesheimer was unique in his
generation. He was endowed with every good quality: sanctity, holiness, sharpness of mind, and
erudition. He studied Torah day and night: sought diligently to observe the commandments and
to do good deeds; strove mightily to work on behalf of the poor in the Land of Israel and
elsewhere. And fought bravely on behalf of our faith against its detractors. All this he did freely
without recompense. He never sought honor. Quite the contrary, he was genuinely humble. He
honored all scholars who came into contact with him as if they had been his teachers. The list of
virtues could continue ad infinitum. It is appropriate indeed that we honor Torah, worship, and
good deeds by having his bier brought into the synagogue.

9. Rav Shimshon Raphael Hirsch, Shemesh Marpeh, 58
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