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 בס"ד

Mishpatim  משפטים 

Pearls 
of Chassidic Thought 

Rational and Suprarational 

• Intro: Chassidic History 
The Alter Rebbe and his colleagues 

• Berditchever Rav: “We all ate from one plate, but the Litvak (the Alter Rebbe) took the cream.” 

1. 3 Kinds of Mitzvos 
Ramban on Deuteronomy 6:20 

The mitzvos can be divided into three general categories: 

a) Mishpatim (lit., “judgments”): those mitzvos which are also dictated by reason, such as the prohibitions against 
theft and murder. Even if the Torah had not been given, ו"ח , we would probably have instituted laws of this nature. 

b) Eidus (lit., “testimonials”): commemorative mitzvos, e.g., observing the Shabbos or eating matzah on Pesach, 
which enable us to relive the events of history, and more easily grasp their spiritual significance. 

c) Chukim (lit., “decrees”): mitzvos that are superrational, that are “a decree from Me, [which] you have no 
permission to question.” 

2. Name of the Parsha 
Lekkutei Sichos vol. 15 

Since the name of the entire parshah is Mishpatim, the nuance of this name leads to the conclusion that the inner 
dimension of the prohibition concerning milk and meat, and more so, of the general idea of the Jews’ declaration 
that “we will observe,” “we will observe and we will understand” also fall under the rubric of “mishpatim.” 

3. Order 
Lekkutei Sichos vol. 15 

Chukim (and testimonial mitzvos), which express the novelty of Matan Torah, should have been commanded 
immediately after Matan Torah. Why does the Torah first begin with the mishpatim? 

• The Takeaways 
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4.  “My G-d” 
Shelah, “Asara Maamaros,” first maamar 

ְׁכׁ  ׁש  א  הׁ ׁ־לׁ ז  ש  ׁוׁ היׁ א  ׁ־לׁ אׁ ׁיׁ ה  ׁצ  ׁמ  ׁש  ׁדׁ ת  יׁג  

ׁוׁ  ׁיד  ׁיע   ׁ אזת  ְׁׁוׁ ׁׁיׁ ו ה  ׁׁ אְנׁ ו  ְרׁ ְלׁ מ  ו,ׁ ה  ו   יׁ ֲאנ  צֹונֹוׁׁשֹוןׁ
ׁ ולֹומ   ה  ו   יׁ ֲאנ  ׁרׁ ְׁדׁ ׁ וק  ב ְׁב  כׁ ח  ׁיׁ יםׁ כׁ בְׁדׁ כֹולׁ יׁׁי  

ְׁיׁ ה  ׁ ׁד  ׁיע   ְתׁהׁ ׁפ ׁנ  ב ׁ ס  בתׁ ׁל  ׁ.ׁ ׁׁםנׁ ְמׁא  לׁ א ׁש ׁכְׁׁ יׁׁיןׁ
ׁיְׁה ׁ ׁד  ׁיע   ׁש  ׁה  ׁדׁה  ׁצ  ׁהׁמ  הׁר   ׁג   ׁה ׁדׁׁצ  ׁקׁמ  ׁב ׁ ק   הׁש  ואׁל   ה 

ׁ לק  ֲארֹוְמׁ יׁׁ אזׁׁיֲׁאבׁ ֹאֱֹ ׁו   וׁכׁ מ  ְׁנׁ ה  ואׁר  ְׁםְׁוׁ יׁה  ש   בׁנ  ג  
ׁ ׁמ  יׁמ  יְׁמׁ נ  ֲאנ  וח  ׁו   ׁר  ׁתֹוְׁבׁ א ׁקׁמ  וןׁה ְׁצׁ מ   ב".פ  ׁל 

When He is “my G-d” — He becomes my G-d through grasping and 
comprehending Him, then, ve’anvehu {I will enshrine Him}, which can be 
read, ani v’hu. Meaning, He and I are bound together, so to speak, for my 
knowledge of Him has been emotionally internalized. However, when my 
knowledge {of Hashem} is not based on reason, but rather on tradition, for 
He is my father’s G-d, then ‘I will exalt Him.’ Since He is lofty and exalted 
above me, I am distant from Him in the inner recesses of my heart. 

5. “G-d of your Father” 
Shelah, “Asara Maamaros,” first maamar 

ׁ ׁד   ׁתׁעׁא  לק  ֹׁאֱֹ ׁךבׁ יׁא  ׁי 

ׁ ׁא  ד   ְבׁ יןׁ שהקב"הׁׁיׁ ךׁ ׁכ  ְ לק  "ֹאֱֹ ואׁ ׁ אבׁ ה  ך",ׁיׁ י 
ׁ וְכׁ א  מ  אׁ ׁל   ׁר   ְׁתׁה ְׁלׁ חׁ ׁק   "ד  יםׁ ׁׁ י  ׁ–ע"ׁ ׁׁ ׁ"א   הׁׁת  
ְׁבׁ  ׁׁ ךְׁמׁ ְצׁע   ה"ש  ׁה  ׁדׁה  ׁצ  ׁמ  ׁׁ.ג  

“Know the G-d of your father” (Divrei Hayamim I, 28:9) 

Knowing that Hashem is the G-d of your father is insufficient; rather, you 
must “know” Him, you yourself, based on your comprehension. 

Q. Is the Pasuk out of order? 

Matan Torah - Bridging Heaven and Earth 

• Top-Down: “The nation trembled” 

• The goal – Bottom-Up: The world from its own efforts 

• Within every person: 
Top-Down – Faith 
Bottom-Up – Understanding 

• “I don’t want” 

• The goal and the foundation 

• Parshiyos: 
Yisro - Top-Down 
Mishpatim - Bottom-Up 
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6. Sinai 2.0 
Rashi, Exodus 21:1 

ׁוְׁ הׁא  ׁה ׁל  ׁמ  ְ ׁפ  ׁש  ׁיׁםט 

תׁׁ א  לׁ ס  פ   ה"ׁ ל   "א  רׁ מ  אֱֹ נ   ש   קֹוםׁ מ  לׁ כ  
יםׁ: ֹונ  אש  ר  לׁה  יףׁע  ה"ׁמֹוס  ל   ים,ׁ"ְוא  ֹונ  אש  ר  ׁה 

Whenever [the Torah] uses the term אלה (“These are”), it negates what was 
mentioned previously. Whenever it uses the term ואלה (“And these are”), it 
adds to what was mentioned previously. 

ׁ ׁהׁה ׁמ  ׁר  יםׁמ  ׁינׁ ס ׁאשֹונ  ׁׁוׁ ליׁׁ אףׁא  ׁמ  ׁׁ.יינׁ ס  Just as those mentioned first (the Ten Commandments) [were revealed] at 
Sinai, so too, these (the laws of Parshas Mishpatim) [were revealed] at Sinai. 

• The order of the Pasuk: 

7. Relating to the Unrelatable 
Lekkutei Sichos vol. 15 

After a person achieves utter unity with Hashem’s wisdom — “He and I are bound together” both as one, to the 
point where they are {symbolized} together in one word (“ve’anvehu”) — the person reaches a stage where even 
those levels that are beyond human comprehension and can only be grasped when “I will exalt Him,” expressing 
faith, do not nullify his selfhood. Rather {the faith implicit in} “I will exalt Him” permeates his being. Since the 
person’s very being has become united with Divinity, he does not lose his sense of self, even in the face of levels 
that the intellect cannot grasp. 

• The end of Parshas Mishpatim 


