
THE RISHONIM - AREAS OF EXPERTISE

Hebrew Grammarians

Menachem ben Saruk (10th cent. Spain)  - Hebrew language dictionary

Donash ibn Labrat (10th cent. Spain)  -  Hebrew linguist

Yonah ibn Janach (11th cent. Spain)  - Sefer HaDikduk - (Hebrew
grammar)

Radak (R.David Kimchi)  (13th cent. Provence)  - Sefer Michlol, work on
Hebrew grammar, including a dictionary of Scripture

Philosophers

R. Bachya ben Yosef ibn Pakudah (11th cent. Spain) -
Chovos Halevavos (Duties of the Heart)

R. Shlomo ibn Gabirol -  (11th cent. Spain)

R. Yehuda HaLevi (12th cent. Spain)  - Kuzari

Rambam (12th cent. Spain)  - Moreh Nevuchim (Guide to the
Perplexed)

R. Chisdai Crescas (14th cent. Spain)

Ralbag - Gersonides (14th cent. Provence)  - Milchamos Hashem,
philosophic treatise strictly adhering to Aristotelian thought;
rationalized many of miracles in Torah; sharply criticized by
Rivash and Abarbanel
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Ran -  (14th cent. Spain)  -  wrote Derashos HaRan (classic exposition
of fundamentals of Jewish religion, synthesizing previous works)

R. Yosef Albo (15th cent. Spain)  - Sefer Haikkarim

Talmudists

Rif - R. Yitzchak al-Fasi (11rh cent. Spain)

Rabbeinu Gershom -  (Meor HaGolah - Light of the Exile)
(11th cent. France)

Rashi (11th cent France)  -  commentary on Talmud

R. Moshe HaDarshan -  (11th cent.Provence)

R. Nassan ben Yechiel  -  (11th cent. Italy) Aruch - dictionary of Talmudic
terms - commentary in itself

R. Yosef ibn Migash) (12th cent Spain)  -  successor to Rif, teacher
of Rambam’s father

Rashbam -  (12th cent. France)  -  wrote Talmudic commentary

Rabbeinu Tam (12th cent. France)  - 1st of Tosafists, Rashi’s grandson

Ri (R. Yitzchak of Dampierre)  (12th cent. France) -  Tosafist  (main
editor of Tosafos)

Ritzbah (R. Yitzchak ben Avraham)  -  (12th cent. France)   continued
work of Ri as editor of Tosafos after his death
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Rash (R. Shimshon of Sens)  (12th-13th cent. France) Tosefos Shantz
commentary on many Talmudic tractates

R. Elazar Rokeah of Worms (12th - 13th cent. Germany) - final editor
of Tosafos

Ravad III -  R. Avraham ben David of Posquierres (12th century
Provence)

Rashba -  (13th cent. Spain)  rabbi of Barcelona

Ritva -  (13th cent. Spain)  -  disciple of Rashba

R. Meir of Rothenberg  (Maharam) -  (13th cent. Germany)
last of Tosafists

R. Menachem HaMeiri -  (13th cent. Provence) Beis HaBechira -
digest of comments of Gemara to Mishneh, known for

his lucid and plain presentations

Rid (R. Yeshaya of Trani)  -  (13th cent. Italy) introduced Toasfist method
of study to Italy

Ran (R. Nissim ben Reuven)  -  (14th cent. Spain) -  commentary on
Talmud - Chidushei HaRan al Shas

Rosh (R. Asher ben Yechiel)  (14th cent. Germany - Spain)  - disciple
of Maharam, Talmudic commentary - Teshuvos HaRosh,
disseminated Tosafist method of learning in Spain
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Halachists

Rif (R. Yitzchak al-Fasi)  (11th cent. Spain) Sefer HaHalachos -  model
for later codes of Jewish law, based on Talmudic text

Rabbeinu Gershom (Meor HaGolah)  -  (11th cent. France)
made numerous Takanos to Halacha

Rambam (12th cent. Spain)  - Sefer HaMizvos (listed 613 Torah
precepts), Mishneh Torah (Yad HaChazakah),

arranged halacha according to 14 categories)

Rashbam (12th century France)  -  1st French scholar to make
extensive use of Rif’s halachic code

Rabbeinu Tam (12th cent. France) Sefer HaYashar (responsa devoted
to Halachic problems of his day)

Ravad III (12th cent.Provence)  -  wrote numerous works on Halacha
criticized Rambam for not citing sources for his halachic

decisions in Mishneh Torah

Rashba (13th cent. Spain)  -  foremost Halachic authority of his time.
quoted by many scholars of later generations

R. Moshe of Coucy (13th cent. France)  -  author of Semag, compen-
dium of 613 commandments and their halachic implications;

made extensive use of Rambam’s code

R. Yitzchak of Vienna (13th cent. Austria)  -  wrote Ohr Zaruah - halachic
guide popular among Ashkenazic Jewry, arranged according
to Talmudic tractates - includes responsa from previous gener-
ations as well as contemporary sources
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R. Yitzchak of Corbeil (13th cent. France)  -  wrote Semak, arranged
halacha into 7 sections based on 7 days of the week

Maharam (R. Meir of Rothenberg)  (13th century Germany) - wrote
numerous responsa; greatest rabbinic authority of his day;

last of the Tosafists

R. Aharon HaKohen of Lunel (14th cent. Provence) - Orchos Chaim,
compendium of opinions on codfiers of numerous halachos,

Kol Bo - popular abridged form of Orchos Chaim

Rid (R. Yeshaya of Trani) (13th cent. Italy)  - Piskei Rid - halachic
work modeled on Rif;  arranged according to the tractates of

the Gemara

R. Vidal of Tolosa (14th cent. Spain)  - Maggid Mishneh, commentary
on Rambam’s Mishneh Torah - cites Talmudic sources for

all of Rambam’s halachic decisions

R. David Abudraham (late 13th - 14th cent. Spain) wrote commentary
on prayers called Abudraham

Ran (R. Nissim ben Reuven)  (14th cent. Spain)  - wrote commentary
on Rif’s Sefer HaHalachos

Rivash (R. Yitzchak ben Sheshes)  (14th cent. Spain - Algiers)
leading rabbinic authority of his era

Rosh (late 13th - early 14th cent. - Germany - Spain) -  halachic
authority of German Jewry, plus Provence and N. Africa;
preserved Ashkenazic customs and disseminated teachings
of Tosafists in Spain
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R. Yaakov Baal HaTurim (14th cent. Germany & Spain) 3rd son of Rosh
wrote Arba’ah Turim (Four Rows) - halachic compendium -
standard source-text to Halacha, arranged according to topic

Maharil (late 14th - early 15th cents. Germany) - leading halachic
authority of his day, author of Minhagei Maharil, later frequently
quoted by Rama, in his notes on Shulchan Aruch

Rashbatz (15th cent. Spain, Algiers) - wrote over 800 responsa,
Teshuvos Shimon Ben Tzemach

Mahariv (15th cent. Germany) - wrote Shealos V’Teshuvos Mahariv,
considered authority on ritual slaughter

R. Yisroel Isserlein (15th cent. Germany)  wrote Terumas HaDeshen,
authoritative halachic source

Maharik (R. Yosef Colon)  (15th cent. Italy) - authoritative halachic
authority for both Italian and German Jewry

Biblical Commentators

Rashi (11th cent. France)  foremost commentator on entire Tanach

R. Avrahan Ibn Ezra (12th cent. Spain)  -  interpreted Scripture
according to its plain meaning

Rashbam (12th cent. France)  -  grandson of Rashi; stress on plain
meaning of Biblical text

Ramban (13th cent. Spain)  -  wrote monumental Torah commentary,
intermingled with aggadic and Kabbalistic interpretations
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Radak (13th cent. Provence)   -  only remaining commentaries are to
Beraishis, Prophets, Psalms, Proverbs, and Chronicles

Chizkuni (13th cent. Provence)  -  work is culled from twenty earlier
commentaries, although no sources are cited, except for
Rashi - 1st of supercommentaries to Rashi

Rabbeinu Bachya (14th ent. Spain)  - Midrash Rabbeinu Bachya,
employed 4 types of interpretation - plain meaning, Midrashic
exegesis. philosophic exegesis, and Kabbalistic exegesis

Ralbag (14th cent. Provence)  -  commentary to Scripture explains
literal meaning of text, then sums up philosophic ideas and

moral maxims in each section

R. Eshtori HaParchi (14th cent Provence)  - traversed land of Israel and
wrote Kaftor VaPerach, treatise on holiness of Eretz Yisroel, and
the status of all its cities and boundaries

R. Don Yitzchak Abarbanel (15th century Portugal and Spain)  -  wrote
commentaries on Torah, Prophets, and Daniel

Kabbalists

R. Yehuda HaChassid (12th cent. Germany)  wrote Sefer HaChassidim,
work of piety and spirituality

R. Elazar Rokeach of Worms (late 12th - early 13th century Germany)
successor to R. Yehuda HaChassid

Ramban (13th cent. Spain)  -  made use of Kabbalistic exegesis in his
Torah commentary

Ritva (13th cent. Spain)
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Rabbeinu Bachya ((14th cent. Spain)  -  used Kabbalistic exegesis in his
Torah commentary

R. Menachem Recanati (late 13th - early 14th cent. Italy) - one of first
Italian Kabbalists; committed mystical teachings to his writings;
Taamei HaMitzvos - gave kabbalistic meanings for mitzvos, plus
some kabbalistic interpretations of the prayers
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