
 
Rabbi Moshe Wolvovsky  
THEWISDOMCIRCLE.ORG 

 

 בס"ד

Vayishlach  וישלח 

Pearls 
of Chassidic Thought 

Leah and Rochel 

1. Dina in Shchem 
Breishis 34 

צֵֵּ ָאִֵֵֵ֙דיָנהֵֵאַ֤ות ֵּ ת־לֵּ ֵֹותִ֖לְראֵֵֹ֑בְלַיֲָֽעקֵֵהָ֖יְָֽלָדֵֵֵ֥רֲאש  ֵֵֵה֔ב ַ

ְבנ ץֵֹות֥ב ִ ר   ֵ:ָהָאָֽ

... 

ֲָֽענ ֵוֵ ַ֨וי ַ י־ַיֲָֽעקֵֵֹ ֵ֜בְבנֵּ כֵ ֵ ְ ת־ש  ֵם֨א  ת־ֲחמֵ ֵֹורְ֥וא  ֵיוָ֛אבִֵֵ

ִמְרָמֵ ֵֵֵ֣רֲאש  ֵֵֵרוֵ ַ֑וְיַדב ֵֵֵֵּה֖ב ְ ֵֵֵאִ֔טמ ֵּ ינֵֵֵָת֖ אֵּ םֵֵה֥ד ִ ֵ:ֲאֹחָתָֽ

אְמר ָֹֽ יה ֵֵֵוֵ ַ֣וי  ַכלֵֵא֤לֵֵֹםֲ֗אלֵּ ֲעׂשֹותֵֵ֙נו  בֵֵֵַָ֙לָֽ תֵֵהַ֔הז ֵ ֵֵ֣רַהד ָ ֵֵָ֙לתֵּ

ֵ ת־ֲאֹחתֵּ ְֵ֖לִאֵֵֵנוֵ ֔א  ר־ֵלֵֵיש  ֵֵֵָהָ֑עְרלֵֵֵָוֲֵֹ֣אש   ְרפ  י־ח  ָֽ ֵֵוֵאִ֖הֵֵֵה֥כ ִ

נוֵ  זֵֵ:ָלָֽ אֵֵֹאתַ֖אְך־ב ְ ְהיֵֵםִ֚אֵֵֵםָ֑לכֵ ֵֵֹות֣נֵּ ָֽ ִ ֵֵֵנוֵ ָ֔כמֵֵֵֹוֵ ֣ ת  ֵֵֹלְ֥לִהמ 

ֵםָ֖לכֵ  ל־ֵ ֵָזָכָֽר:כ ָ וֵ ְ֤וָנַתֵֵ ֵנ  ֵֵ ֹנתֵּ ת־ב ְ ֵ֙ינוֵ ֨א  ֵםָ֔לכֵ ֵ ת־ֵ ְוא 

יכֵ  תֵּ ֹנָֽ ח־לֵֵֵָם֖ב ְ ֵנוֵ ִ֑נק ַ ֵֵַ ְֵבנוֵ ְ֣וָיש  כֵ ֵ ֵֵםִ֔את ְ ֵינוֵ ְ֖וָהיִֵֵ ֵםְ֥לַעֵֵ

ד ָחָֽ ְמעֵֵאְ֧וִאם־לֵֵֵֹ:א  ְ לֵֵֵֵּוֵ ִ֛תש  ֵֵֵינוֵ ֖אֵּ ְֵחנוֵ ְ֥וָלַקֵֵֵֹולְ֑לִהמ 

ֵ ת ֵּ ת־ב ִ ְכנוֵ ֵנוֵ ֖א   :ְוָהָלָֽ

ָֽיְטב יה ֵֵֵוֵ ַ֥וי ִ ינֵֵֵֵּםִ֖דְברֵּ עֵּ ינֵֵֵֵֹּורֲ֑חמֵֵ֣יב ְ ְבעֵּ כֵ ֵֵ֖יו  ְ ןֵ־ֵֵם֥ש  ב  
ֹור ֵ...ֲחמָֽ

ִֵֵֵֹוםַ֨ביֵ ֵֵַ֩וְיִהי ִליש  ְ ְהיֹוָתֵֵֵ֜יַהש   ָֽ ֲאבִֵֵֵם֣ב ִ ָֹֽ ְקֵחֵֵים֗כ  ָֽיֵ־ֵֵוֵ ַ֣וי ִ נֵּ ְ ש 

ָֽי־י ְמעֵֵ֠בֲֵֵַָֽעקְֵֹ֠בנֵּ ִ וִֵֵֵֹון֨ש  ִֵ֣אִֵֵֵ֙דיָנהֵֵ֤יֲאחֵֵֵֵּ֜יְולֵּ ֵֵוֵַֹ֔חְרבֵ ֵֵיש 

ב ַָֽהְרגֵֵַטח֑ב ֵ ֵֵירַ֖על־ָהִעֵֵֵֹאוֵ ַ֥וי ָ ל־ָזָכָֽרֵֵוֵ ַ֖וי ַ ת־ֲחמֹוֵרֵֵ:כ ָ ְֵ֙וא 

כֵ  ְ ת־ש  נֵֵםְ֣וא  ְרגֵֵוֵֹ֔ב ְ בָ֑חְֵלִפי־ֵֵוֵ ָ֖הָֽ ְקחֵֵר  ינֵֵֵָוֵ ַ֧וי ִ ת־ד ִ ֵֵֵה֛א 

כֵ ֵֵיתִ֥מב ֵֵּ ְ אוֵ ֵֵם֖ש  ָֽ צֵּ נֵֵֵֵּ:ַוי ֵּ ֵיםֲ֔חָללִֵַ֣על־ַהֵֵֵאוֵ ֚ב ֵֵֵֵָבַ֗יֲָֽעקֵֵֵֹ֣יב ְ

ב וֵ ַ֖וי ָ אֵֵ֥רֲאש  ֵֵֵירָ֑הִעֵֵֵֹז  םֵֵוֵ ִ֖טמ ְ ת־ֹצאנֵֵֵָ:ֲאחֹוָתָֽ ת־ֵֵ֥םא  ְוא 

ָקָרֵ יה ֵֵֵם֖ב ְ רֵּ ת־ֲחֹמָֽ ֵֵֵםְ֑וא  ִעֵֵֵ֧תְואֵּ ר־ב ָ ת־ֲאש  ֵֵֵירֲ֛אש   ֵ֥רְוא 

ֵ ד  ָ ׂש  ֵה֖ב ַ ֵ:לֵֵָ חו  ֵָקָֽ ילֵֵָ ל־חֵּ ת־כ ָ ֵםְ֤וא  ֵםֵ ָ ל־ַטפ  ת־כ ָ ְֵ֙וא 

יה ֵ ֵּ ת־ְנש  בֵםְ֔וא  ָ בֵוֵ ֖ש  וֵ ַ֑וי ָ ֵֵֹז  ל־ֲאש  ֵֵ֖תְואֵּ ִיתֵ֥רכ ָ ָֽ ב ָ  ..ֵ.ב ַ

Dinah, the daughter of Leah, whom she had borne to Jacob, went out to look 
about among the daughters of the land. 

… 

Thereupon, Jacob's sons answered Shechem and his father Hamor with 
cunning, and they spoke, because [after all] he had defiled their sister Dinah. 
And they said to them, "We cannot do this thing, to give our sister to a man 
who has a foreskin, for that is a disgrace to us. But with this, however, we will 
consent to you, if you will be like us, that every male will be circumcised. Then 
we will give you our daughters, and we will take your daughters for ourselves, 
and we will dwell with you and become one people. But if you do not listen to 
us to be circumcised, we will take our daughter and go." 

Their words pleased Hamor and Shechem, the son of Hamor… 

Now it came to pass on the third day, when they were in pain, that Jacob's two 
sons, Simeon and Levi, Dinah's brothers, each took his sword, and they came 
upon the city with confidence, and they slew every male. And Hamor and his 
son Shechem they slew with the edge of the sword, and they took Dinah out 
of Shechem's house and left. Jacob's sons came upon the slain and plundered 
the city that had defiled their sister. Their flocks and their cattle and their 
donkeys, and whatever was in the city and whatever was in the field they took. 
And all their wealth and all their infants and their wives they captured and 
plundered, and all that was in the house… 
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2. “Going out” 
Rashi 

ֵבתֵלאה

ולאֵבתֵיעקב,ֵאלאֵעלֵשםֵיציאתהֵנקראתֵבתֵֵ
ותצאֵ שנאמרֵ היתהֵ יצאניתֵ היאֵ שאףֵ לאהֵ
כאמהֵ ה¬משלֵ משלוֵ ]ועלי'ֵ לקראתוֵ לאהֵ

 כבתהֵ[

The daughter of Leah: 

And not the daughter of Jacob? However, because of her going out she was 
called the daughter of Leah, since she (Leah) too was in the habit of going out, 
as it is said: “and Leah came forth toward him” (above 30:16). (And concerning 
her, they devise the proverb: Like mother like daughter.) 

Dishonorable mention? 

3. “Hashem Listened” 
Rashi 

 וישמעֵאלקיםֵאלֵלאֵה

 שהיתהֵמתאוהֵומחזרתֵלהר¬בותֵשבטיֵם

And God hearkened to Leah: 

That she desired and was seeking means to increase the number of tribes. 

4. Dina in the Chest 
Rashi 

ֵויקח.ֵ.ֵואתֵאחדֵעשרֵילדיֵו

ודינהֵהיכןֵהיתה,ֵנתנהֵבתיבהֵונעלֵבפני'ֵשלאֵ
שמנעהֵֵֵיתן יעקבֵ נענשֵ ולכןֵ עיניוֵ עשוֵ בהֵ

 מאחיוֵשמאֵתחזירנוֵלמוטבֵונפלהֵבידֵשכם.

And his eleven children: 

But where was Dinah? He put her into a chest and locked her in, so that Esau 
should not set eyes on her. Therefore, Jacob was punished for withholding 
her from his brother- [because had he married her,] perhaps she would cause 
him to improve his ways-and she fell into the hands of Shechem. 

• Was Ya’akov supposed to put Dina in danger!? 

A good thing! 

1. The risk 
2. The benefit 

Like her mother, Dina was on a mission in Shchem 

• “The daughter of Leah” 
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5. Tender Eyes 
Rashi 

ֵועיניֵלאהֵרכוֵת

שהיתהֵסבורהֵלעלותֵבגורלוֵשלֵעשוֵובכתהֵֵ
ריםֵשניֵבניםֵלרבקהֵושתיֵבנותֵשהיוֵהכלֵאומ

 ללבןֵהגדולהֵלגדולֵוהקטנהֵלקטן

Tender 

Because she expected to fall into Esau’s lot, and she wept, because everyone 
was saying, “Rebecca has two sons, and Laban has two daughters. The older 
[daughter] for the older [son], and the younger [daughter] for the younger 
[son]” 

 “The children of Israel” – why we associate most with Ya’akov 

The “role” of the mothers – developing the differences 

• The giving of names 
• General differences – Tzaddikim and Balei Teshuva 

6. The spot of the Mizbeach 
Zohar 

אףֵשיהודהֵהואֵ"גבוהֵמכלֵהשבטים",ֵלפיֵשבנימיןֵהי'ֵצדיק,ֵֵ,ֵֵבנימיןֵדוקאֵולאֵבחלקוֵשלֵיהודה טעםֵשעיקרֵיסודֵהמזבחֵהי'ֵבחלקוֵשל
המזבחֵעומדֵבחלקֵשלֵבע"תֵאלאֵֵֵוהשתתפוֵבחטאֵמכירתֵיוסף,ֵהריֵאףֵשעשהֵתשובה,ֵאיןֵיסודֵֵ"משא"כֵיהודה,ֵשהי'ֵמבניֵלאהֵש"וישנאו

ֵֵ.בחלקוֵשלֵבנימיןֵשהי'ֵצדיק

• The sale of Yosef 

Like mother, like children: 

• “Leah's eyes were tender, but Rachel had beautiful features and a beautiful complexion” 
• Ya’akov loved Rachel 
• “Everyone would say, ‘Rivkah has two sons, and Lavan has two daughters…’.” 
• “Dina went out…” 

Dina’s Success 

1. The men 
2. The women 

The lesson 

• The special quality of Jewish women 

 


