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 בס"ד

Vaeira וארא 

Pearls 
of Chassidic Thought 

Blood and Frogs 

1. Reliving the Exodus 
Tanya ch. 47 

ָכל ּדֹור ָודֹור,   ה, "ּבְ יב   –ְוָכל יֹום ָויֹום    –ְוִהּנֵּ ַחּיָ
ַהּיֹום   ָיָצא  הּוא  ִאיּלּו  ּכְ ַעְצמֹו  ִלְראֹות  ָאָדם 

ְצָרִים".   ִמּמִ

“In every generation and every day, a person is obligated to regard himself as 
if he had that day come out of Egypt.” 

ַהּגּוף,  ֲאַסר  ִמּמַ ָהֱאלִֹהית  ֶנֶפׁש  ְיִציַאת  ְוִהיא 
א ְדִחְוָיא",  ּכָ  "ַמׁשְ

ַעל   רּוְך־הּוא,  ּבָ ין־סֹוף  אֹור־אֵּ ִיחּוד  ּבְ ל  לֵּ ִליּכָ
ְכָלל, ְצֹות ּבִ ֶסק ַהּתֹוָרה ְוַהּמִ י עֵּ  ְידֵּ

ְקִריַאת  ּבִ ַמִים  ׁשָ ַמְלכּות  ַלת  ַקּבָ ּבְ ּוִבְפָרט 
ִיחּודֹו   ָעָליו  יְך  ּוַמְמׁשִ ל  ְמַקּבֵּ ּה  ּבָ ׁשֶ ַמע,  ׁשְ

ה' ִיְת  ינּו  ֱאלֹהֵּ "ה'  ָאְמרֹו:  ּבְ ירּוׁש,  פֵּ ּבְ ְך  רֵּ ּבָ
 ֶאָחד". 

This refers to the release of the divine soul from the confinement of the body, 
the “serpent’s skin,” 

in order to be absorbed into the unity of the light of the blessed Ein Sof by 
engaging in the Torah and commandments in general, 

and in particular through accepting the Sovereignty of Heaven during the 
recital of the Shema, wherein the person explicitly accepts and draws upon 
himself G‑d’s unity when he says: “The L-rd is our G‑d, the L-rd is One.” 

2. “The Waters of the Nile” 
Shemos 7:20 

ן ֲַּֽעׂשּו־כֵּ ֲהרֹ   ֨המׁשֶ   ַ֩וּיַ ֲַּֽאׁשֶ   ןְ֜וַאַּֽ   ה ֹ֗הוָ -יְ   ֣הִצוָּ |    ֣רּכַ

ה  ֶרםַ֤ויָּ  ּטֶ ּמַ ְיאֹ   ר ֣ ֲאׁשֶ   ִ֙ים֨ ֶאת־ַהּמַ   ךְ ַ֤ויַּ   ּ֙בַ ינֵּ   ֔רּבַ   י ְ֣לעֵּ

ינֵּ   ֔הְרעֹ ַפ  ְפכ  יו֑ ֲעָבָד   י֖ ּוְלעֵּ ָהַּֽ ל־ַהּמַ   וּ ַ֛וּיֵּ ר־   ִיםּ֥כָ ֲאׁשֶ

ְיא ם ֹ֖רּבַ  : ְלָדַּֽ

Moses and Aaron did so, as Hashem had commanded, and he raised the staff 
and struck the water that was in the Nile before the eyes of Pharaoh and 
before the eyes of his servants, and all the water that was in the Nile turned 
to blood. 

• Two Waters, Two Forms of Coldness 

3. “Dry Land” 
Shemos 4:9 

ם  ינוּ ַ֡יֲַּֽאִמ   אִ֣אם־לֹ  ֡הְוָהיָ  נֵּ  ֩ ּגַ ֹאת   ֨יִלׁשְ ה ָ֗האֵּ   ֹותָ֜הַּֽ   ּלֶ

ְמעּון  אְ֤ולֹ ַקְחּתָ   ךָ ְ֔לֹקלֶ   ִ֙יׁשְ ימֵּ   ְ֙וָלַּֽ   ר ַ֔הְיאֹ   י֣ ִמּמֵּ

And it will come to pass, if they do not believe either of these two signs, and 
they do not heed your voice, you shall take of the water of the Nile and spill it 
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ַפְכּתָ  ַּֽ ׁשָ   ְ֖וׁשָ ּבָ ּקַ   ֣רֲאׁשֶ   ִ֙יםַ֨הּמַ   וּ ְ֤וָהי  ה֑ ַהּיַ ִמן־   ֣חּתִ

ת םְ֖לָד  וּ ְ֥וָהי ֔רַהְיאֹ  ׁשֶ ַּֽ ּבָ ּיַ  : ּבַ

upon the dry land, and the water that you take from the Nile will become 
blood on the dry land." 

4. A Scorpion upon a Frog 
Shemos 7:20 

א  ְדַעְקַרּבָ ְקרּוִקיָתא  ְלָההּוא  ַחְזַייּה  ל  מּואֵּ ׁשְ
ַנֲהָר  ְוָעְבָרה  א  ַאְקרּוְקּתָ ַעל  ָטְרָקא  ְיִתיָבא  א 

ָעְמדּו  ֶטיָך  ּפָ ְלִמׁשְ יּה  ֲעלֵּ י  ָקרֵּ ית  ּוָמיֵּ ְבָרא  ּגַ
 ַהּיֹום

Shmuel saw a certain frog [kerokita], and also noticed that a scorpion was 
sitting upon the frog and the frog crossed the river. The scorpion stung a man 
on the other side of the river and the man died. Shmuel read and applied the 
verse to the dead man: “They stand this day according to Your judgments.” 
Even the frog and scorpion are servants and agents of G-d. 

The only way the scorpion could reach the man and kill him was by means of 
the frog taking it across the river. 

5. “Into Your Ovens” 
Shemos 7:28 

ַר  ִעים  ַ֘הְיֹאר  ֣ץְוׁשָ יֶת   אוּ ּ֣ובָ   ְ֙וָעלוּ   ְ֒צַפְרּדְ בֵּ  ךָ ּ֔בְ

ֲחַד  ְַּֽבךָ   ֥רּוַבַּֽ ּכָ ֶת   ִ֖מׁשְ  ֙יךָ ֲ֨עָבֶד   יתּ֤וְבבֵּ   ךָ ְ֑וַעל־ִמּטָ

יךָ  יךָ ּ֖וְבַתּנּוֶר  ךָ ּ֔וְבַעּמֶ  ֲארֹוֶתַּֽ  :ּוְבִמׁשְ

And the Nile will swarm with frogs, and they will go up and come into your 
house and into your bedroom and upon your bed and into the house of your 
servants and into your people, and into your ovens and into your kneading 
troughs; 

6. The Order 
Tehillim 34:15 

הּו.  לֹום ְוָרְדפֵּ ׁש ׁשָ ּקֵּ ה טֹוב ּבַ ָרע ַוֲעׂשֵּ  .Shun evil and do good, seek peace and pursue it סּור מֵּ

 


