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 בס"ד

Vaeira וארא 

Pearls 
of Chassidic Thought 

The Four Camps 

Beshalach 14:13 

 Do not fear. Stand firm and see the salvation which G d will bring about for 
you today. Though you see the Egyptians today, you will never see them 
again. G d will fight for you, and you shall remain silent. 

Mechilta 

 :בארבע כתות עמדו ישראל על הים

 ,אחת אומרת נפול לים

 ,ואחת אומרת נחזור למצרים 

 ,ואחת אומרת נעשה מלחמה 

 ואחת אומרת נצווח כנגדן 

Standing at the edge of the sea, terrified by the advancing Egyptians, the 
Jews broke into four camps, each advocating a different course of action. 

The first camp said: “Let us plunge into the sea,” i.e., rather than return to 
slavery, they preferred to drown themselves. 

The second camp said: “Let us return to Egypt.” They were willing to accept 
the yoke of bondage again. 

The third camp said: “Let us wage war against them,” hoping that they 
would be victorious. 

The fourth camp said: “Let us cry out [to G d].” Rather than follow any of the 
above approaches, this camp advocated appealing to G d in prayer. 

One Response 

Beshalach 14:15 

 Speak to the children of Israel and have them journey forth 

Questions 

• How is it possible for all 4 to be addressed by one statement? 
• The order 
• Were they all wrong? 
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The Consummation of the Exodus 

• The final stage of exodus 
• Tosefta: It is an obligation to the mention the miracle of the splitting of the sea every day. 

An End to Concealment 

• Step One: 
Leave the boundaries and limitations of the animal soul - kabbalas ol 

• It is still possible for Pharaoh to attempt to subjugate 
• Step Two: 

“He transformed the sea into dry land” - Revealing the concealed Divine power within creation 

Between Egypt and the Sea: 

1. “Plunge into the sea” 

• Seeking purification in the sea of Torah, prayer, and teshuvah. 
• “These are G-d’s problems” 
• “A tzaddik in peltz” 

2. “Return to Egypt” 

• “Against your will, you live” 
• Haunted by despair - living with a sigh 

3. “Wage war” 

• Resigned to imperfection 
• In a war, even the winning side suffers losses 
• Every phase of Divine service has an appropriate time 
• His own initiative 

4. “Pray” 

• Work and initiative are necessary 
• To Trust G-d, and Yet Proceed on One’s Own Initiative 

Lekkutei Sichot 

 A Jew is commanded to rise above his personal self. He must realize that 
nothing he accomplishes is the result of “[his] strength and the power of 
[his] hand,” but that it is G d “who gives him the power to prosper.” 

 

• Combining opposites 
• Earning a livelihood 
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• Divine service 
• Revealing the Hidden 
• The material dimensions of worldly existence should remain, but the G-dly power contained 

therein should be revealed. 
• A microcosm of the revelations Redemption 

Responding to a Higher Source 

Lekkutei Sichot 

 The more natural resistance a person feels to a particular path of service, the 
more it appears that this path has a particular connection to him. And for 
that reason the yetzer hora makes it difficult for him to accept this path. 

• Stepping Beyond One’s Self 

Lekkutei Sichot 

 When a person’s conduct is characterized by bittul, and he seeks to adapt 
his conduct to G d’s will, G d empowers the person’s mind to appreciate that 
Divine will. 

• The Splitting of the Sea in Microcosm: The inner self is revealed 
• Influencing the macrocosm 


