
Who is Eliyahu? Some Sources from the Gemara and Medrash 
 

Eliyahu is HaNavi, HaTishbi, HaGiladi- father/family/tribe unknown 
 

In Breishit Rabbah, there is a commentary on the birth of Gad, the son of 
Leah. The Torah, Breishit 30:9-11, says, “When Leah saw that she had finished 
bearing, she took Zilpah, her handmaid, and gave her to Jacob as a wife.   
Zilpah, Leah’s handmaid, bore Jacob a son. Leah said, “How fortunate! She 
named him Gad.  The Midrash says the luck of the household has come, the 
luck of the world has come. In the future, one will come who will cut off the 
foundations of idol worship. Who is that? Eliyahu. The Midrash thus suggests 
that Eliyahu is descended from Gad, though that is not written in the Tanach.  
  

Medrash Bereishit Rabbah 71:19 says that Eliyahu was from the tribe of 
Binyamin.  R. Eliezer said he would come from Benjamin. The source for this 
interpretation is from Chronicles. Also, the words “toshavai Gilad, inhabitants 
of Gilad” doesn’t mean they resided in Gilad, rather that Gilad means a mound 
or rock testimony, that is, a place where the Sanhedrin sat. The Medrash also 
cites a story that one time, the sages were arguing about this matter, and 
Eliyahu himself appeared and asked them why they were arguing about him. 
He said he was from the children of Rochel Imaynu, which would mean he was 
a Benjamite since Yosef himself was not a shevet, a tribe, who inherited land. 
Only his children, the grandchildren of Rochel, inherited land. If that is so, 
then there should be no dispute. But we say Rachel cries over her children, i.e., 
over all the children of Israel from all of the tribes …. 

 
The Shocher Tov 43 says he arose from the tribe of Gad, and elsewhere 

says that he is from the house of Aharon. In Sefer Eliyahu Rabbah, a Midrash, it 
says that one time the rabbis and chachamim were in the Bet Medrash, 
arguing among themselves as to from where Eliyahu originated. One said he 
was from the children of Rachel, while another said he was of the children of 
Leah. While they were arguing with each other, Eliyahu came to them and 
stood before them, asking about what they were arguing. They said give us 
proof for what you say. Eliyahu asked if he was not written in the lineage of 
Benjamin, that is referring to the quote from Divrei Hayamin, Chronicles. They 
said to him, “Aren’t you a Kohen? Didn’t you say to the widow, please feed me, 
and when she said she had only a handful of flour, didn’t you tell her to take 
out a little for you and that she should eat the rest, and not worry about her 
son because there would be enough? (I Kings 17:13)  The rabbis and 



chachamim assumed that Eliyahu was a Kohen because at the time of the Bet 
Medrash, the Kohen got the challah, and his words seemed to imply that he 
was a Kohen. Eliyahu answered that the little boy, the son of the widow, was 
from Yosef, and that Eliyahu was giving a hint. By doing a symbolic action, he 
was showing that he would come first to Bavel and then Moshiach ben Dovid 
would come. Eliyahu never answered whether he was a Kohen nor did he 
disclaim actually being a Kohen. 

 
The Medrash Shmot Rabbah 40:4 says Eliyahu was a Jerusalemite, 

among those who sat in the Office of Hewn Stones, the seat of the Great 
Sanhedrin. It says he was from the tribe of Judah, and his inheritance was a 
portion of two tribes. 

 
Masechet Bava Batra says Eliyahu is still alive. According to Moed Katan 

26a, Eliyahu is still alive.  
 
Tosafot state that Eliyahu was not Pinchas. On the other hand, the 

Medrash Yalkut Shemoni on Parshat Pinchas 771 says that Eliyahu is Pinchas. 
 
The Medrash Shemot Rabbah 40:4 says that Eliyahu was called by four 

names, as it was written in Divrei Hayamim, I Chronicles 8:27: Ya’aresh’yaw, 
Eliyah, and Zichri, the sons of Yerocham. Why was he so called? When the 
Heavenly Court find the world worthy of being shaken (ya’ar’shiah), Eliyahu 
stands and reminds (zichri) the Heavenly Court of the merits of the Patriarchs; 
then HKBH has mercy (yerocham) on His world. 

 
Eliayhu haNavi is at every brit milah and at every seder. Abarbanel says 

that Eliyahu has to be a figure above place, time, and tribal identity. His 
identity has to remain concealed because there is something unique about 
him, and he will precede the ultimate geulah, the ultimate redemption.  
Indeed, Malachi, the last of the neviim, the prophets, says that “Henai Anochi 
Sholaich lahem et Eliyahu Hanavi, lifnei bo Yom Hashem Hagadol v’Hanorah”- 
Behold I am sending to you Elijah the Prophet before the coming of the Day of 
the Great and Awesome Gd, that is, that Eliyahu will precede the coming of 
Moshiach.  Why is Eliyahu the one who will herald the coming of Moshiach? 
Eliyahu represents the pure, hard kernel of truth, the strong spiritual power 
that does not compromise. 

 


