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 בס"ד

Vayeitzei  ויצא 

Pearls 
of Chassidic Thought 

Like Sheep to a Shepherd 

1. Ya’akov and the Sheep 
Breishis 30:28-33 

ָכְָֽרךַַָהָ֧נְקבַַָ֑רַוי ֹּאַמַ ָנהַ֖יָעלַַַ֛ש ְ ָֽ  :ְוֶאת  

לַַַָֹּאֶמרַ֣ויַ  ַַַיו֔א  ַָ֔יַדַַַהַ֣את ָ ְַַַעת ָ ַַַ֖תא  ֶ ַַַ֣רֲאש  ַַַיךֲַָ֑עַבְדת   ַ֛תְוא 

ר־ָהיַָ ֶ ְקְנךַַָהֲ֥אש  יַ֖מ  ָֽ ת    ַ:א 

ר־ָהיְַַַָ֩מַעטַַ֡יכ ַ  ֶ ְפרְַַ֙לָפַניְַַ֤לךַַַָהֲ֨אש  ֶַרךְַַ֧וְיבַַַָ֔בָלרַַַֹֹּּ֣ץַוי  

ְתךַַַָהְ֛יהֹּוַָ ַַַ֑יְלַרְגלַ ַַ֖אָֹּֽ ַַַ֛יָמַתַַַהְ֗וַעת ָ ֱעש ֶ נֹּכַ ַַהֶ֥אָֽ ַ֖יַגם־ָאָֽ

יַ:ְלבַ  ָֽ  ית 

ן־לַַַָהָ֣מַַַֹּאֶמרַ֖ויַ  ן־לַ ַַַ֙יֲָֽעקֹּבַַֹּאֶמרַ֤ויַ ַַךְֶַ֑את ֶ ת ֶ א־ת  ַ֣ילָֹּֽ

ָמהְ֔מא יַַו  ה־ל   ֲעש ֶ ָֽ ם־ת ַ בַַַָ֙א  ַַַהַ֔הז ֶַַַ֣רַהד ָ ָבהָ֛אש  ַַהֶ֥אְרֶעַַַו 

אְנךַָ רַ֖צָֹּֽ מָֹּֽ ְ  :ֶאש 

ֱעבַֹּ אְנךַַָ֨רֶאָֽ ָכל־צָֹּֽ םַ֗היַ ַ֜ב ְ ַַוֹּ ַַָ֨רָהס  ש   ל־ש ֶַַַם֜מ  ַֹּדָ֣נק|ַַה֣כ ָ

ַו אְ֗וָטל ַםְוָכלַ־ַ ה־חו  ַ֙ש ֶ בַ ַ ש ָ כ ְ ַים֔ב ַ ַו אְ֥וָטלַ ַֹּדְ֖וָנקַ

ז ַ  ע  ָֽ יַהְ֖וָהיַַָים֑ב ָ ָֽ ָכר   :ש ְ

ְנָתה־ב ַ  יַ֤יְוָעָֽ ְדָקת  יַ֙צ  ם֣ב ְ י־ָתבַ֔רָמָחַַוֹּ ָֽ א֥כ   ַַוֹּ ָכר  ַ֖יַעל־ש ְ

ינֶַַַֹּל֣כַ ַַיךְַָ֑לָפנֶַ ר־א  ֶ וַ ֲ֩אש  ז ַ ַַו אְ֜וָטלַַדָ֨נקַַַֹּ֩נ  ע  ָֽ םַַים֗ב ָ ְַ֙וחו 

בַ  ש ָ כ ְ נַים֔ב ַ י:ַו א֖הַו ב֥ג ָ ָֽ ת    א 

Then he said, "Specify your wages for me, and I will give [them]." 

And he said to him, "You know how I have worked for you and how your 
livestock was with me. 

For the little that you had before me has increased in multitude, and the Lord 
blessed you upon my arrival; but now, when will I, too, provide [something] 
for my household? " 

And he said, "What shall I give you?" And Jacob said, "You shall give me 
nothing; if you do this thing for me, I will return, I will pasture your flocks, 
[and] I will watch [them]. 

I will pass throughout all your flocks today, removing from there every 
speckled and spotted kid, and every brown lamb among the sheep, and 
[every] spotted and speckled [one from] among the goats, and this shall be 
my wages. 

And my righteousness will testify for me at a future date for it will come upon 
my wages before you. Whatever is not speckled or spotted among the goats 
or brown among the sheep [shall be counted as] stolen with me." 

2. Primary Wealth 
Breishis 30:43 

ְפר ַֹּ֥ץַוי   ַַ ַָ֖הא  ַיש  ַֹּדְ֣מַאַ ַֹּדְ֑מאַ י־לוַַֹּ ַַ֙וְָֽיה  ַֹּאן֣צַ תַ֔רבַ ַ ַוֹּ

ת ָפחוֹּ ְ ש  ְגַמל ַ ַיםַ֔וֲָֽעָבד ַַ֙ו  יםַים֖ו  ָֽ  :ַוֲָֽחמֹּר 

And the man became exceedingly wealthy, and he had prolific sheep, and 
maidservants and manservants, and camels and donkeys. 

Rashi 

 צאןַרבותַ:

ַפרותַורבותַיותרַמשארַצאןַ:

prolific sheep: 

They were fruitful and multiplied more than other animals. 
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 ושפחותַועבדים:

ַמוכרַצאנוַבדמיםַיקריםַולוקחַלוַכלַאלהַ:

and maidservants and manservants: 

He would sell his sheep at a high price and purchase all these for himself. 

3. Order 
Breishis 31:18 

ְנַהַ ְקנַ ַַגַ֣וי   ל־מ  וַַַֹּהוַ ֶ֗את־כ ָ ל־ְרֻכש  ְַַַ֙וֶאת־כ ָ ֶ ַָ֔רכַַַָ֣רֲאש  ַש 

ה ְקנ  ְנָינַַ֙מ  ַַַוַֹּ֔ק  ֶ ַָ֖רכַַַַ֥רֲאש  ַַַש  ַפד ַ אָ֛לבַַםֲ֑אָרַַַן֣ב ְ ֶאל־ַַוֹּ

ְצָחַ ָנַָֽעןְַרָצהַ֥אַַיוָ֖אבַ ַ֥קי   :כ ְ

And he led all his livestock and all his possessions that he had acquired, the 
purchase of his acquisition, which he had acquired in Padan aram, to come 
to Isaac his father, to the land of Canaan. 

A Change in Order 

4. To Esav 
Breishis 32:5-6 

אמַַַֹּ֙אָֹּתַםַַוַ֤וְיַצַ אְמַרַַֹּה֣כַ ַַ֔רל  ן֔תָֹּֽ ש ַַַָ֖יַלָֽאדֹּנַ ַַו  ַֹּה֤כַ ַַוְ֑לע 

ךַַָָ֙אַמר ם־ָלבַַָ֔בַיֲָֽעקַַַֹּ֣עְבד ְ י֔ג ַַַן֣ע  ַחְַַרת   הַ֖רָוָֽא  ת ָ  ַ:ַעד־ָעָֽ

י י־ל  ַַַַ֙וְָֽיה  ר֣ש  רַ֔וֲָֽחַמַַוֹּ ְפָחֶַַַבדְ֣וֶעַַַֹּאן֖צַַוֹּ ְלָחַהַַהְ֑וש   ְ ַָ֙וֶָֽאש 

ְמצֹּא־ח ַַ֔יַלָֽאדֹּנַ ַידְ֣לַהג ַ  יֶנָֽיךַַָן֖ל  ע   ַ:ב ְ

And he commanded them, saying, "So shall you say to my master to Esau, 
'Thus said your servant Jacob, "I have sojourned with Laban, and I have 
tarried until now. 

And I have acquired oxen and donkeys, flocks, manservants, and 
maidservants, and I have sent to tell [this] to my master, to find favor in your 
eyes.' " 

Points to Consider 

• Plenty sheep 
• Exchanging the sheep 
• Sheep as the primary 
• Changing for Esav 
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Dual Relationship 

5. Our Father, Our Shepherd 
Shir Hashirim Rabbah, 2:16 

שראל.ַהואַליַלאב.ַואניַלוַלבן.ַהואַליַלאבַ)שםַס"ג(ַכיַאתהַאבינו.ַ)ירמיהַל"א(ַכיַהייתיַלישראלַלאב.ַואניַלוַלבןַ)שמותַד'(ַבניַבכוריַַי
ַ)דבריםַי"ד(ַבניםַאתםַלה'.

 ליַלרועהַ)תהיליםַפ'(ַרועהַישראלַהאזינה.ַואניַלוַלצאןַ)יחזקאלַל"ד(ַואתנהַצאניַצאןַמרעיתיַ.ַהוא

• What is the advantage of being “sheep”? 
• The advantage of being a “child” 
• The disadvantage of being a “child” 
• The advantage of being “sheep” 
• Story: “… what you are needed for…” 

In the Everyday 

• When we are “children”, when we are “sheep” 

A Parsha Apart 

6. Dwelling in the Tents 
Breishis 25:27 

לוַ  ְגד ְ ַַַַ֙וי   ָער  ַַַ֣יַוְיה ַַַיםַ֔הנ ְ ש ָ ַַַו֗ע  ַ֛א  ַַַיש  דַ֖צַַַַעַ֥יֹּד  ַַַי  ַ֣א  ַיש 

ֶדַ ְַַ֙וַיֲָֽעקַֹּבַה֑ש ָ ַ֣א  ַַיש  יםַ֖ביש  ַַם֔ת ָ ָֽ ָהל   :אָֹּֽ

And the youths grew up, and Esau was a man who understood hunting, a man 
of the field, whereas Jacob was an innocent man, dwelling in tents. 

Rashi 

 ישבַאהלים:

ַאהלוַשלַשםַואהלוַשלַעבר:

Dwelling in tents: 

The tent of Shem and the tent of Eber. 

Rashi Breishis 26: 9 

ַואחרַכךַהלךַַ נטמןַבביתַעברַארבעַעשרהַשנה
ַ...לחרן

he hid for fourteen years in the house of Eber and afterwards went to Haran. 

Seeing the Advantage 

• What Ya’akov gained away from “home” 
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A Healthy Balance 

• The need for both relationships combined 

7. “Like Dust” 
Amidah 

ְרָמה מ  רַ ב   ד ַ מ  ָפַתיַ ש ְ ו  ָרעַ מ  יַ נ  וֹּ ְלש  רַ ְנצוֹּ .ֱַַאלַֹּהיַ

ְמַקלְַ יַַַליְ֒ול  םַַַנְפש   וֹּ ד  יַַת  ָעָפרְַַוַנְפש   ֹּלַַכ ֶ ְהֶיהַַַלכ  .ַת  
ַתח ְ יַפ  ב   ךַַָל  ָרֶתָֽ תוֹּ  ..ַ.ב ְ

My God, guard my tongue from evil and my lips from speaking deceit. To 
those who curse me let my soul be silent and may my soul be like dust to all. 
Open my heart to Your Torah, 

8. Bold and Strong 
Tur, Shulchan Aruch 1:1 

ָדאיְַ ןַַ הו  יָמאַַב ֶ רַַת   מ  י:ַַאוֹּ רַַַעזֱַַהו  מ  נ ָ רְַַוַקלַַכ ַ ֶ ש  נ ֶ ַכ ַ
יַַכ ַַַַָרץ ֲאר  כ ָ רַ וֹּ ב  ְוג  יַ ב  יָךַַַ–צ ְ ָאב  ןַ ְרצוֹּ תַ וֹּ ַלֲעש 

ם" ַמי  ָ ש   ב ַ ֶ ַ.ש 

ר", מ  נ ָ אַַ"ַעזַכ ַ ֹּא,ַַהו  ל  ֶ ַַַש  ש  י   ְתב ַ יְַַלה  נ  ְ פ  יַַמ  נ  ַָאָדםַַב ְ
ים יג  ְלע  ַ.ַהמ ַ

ר" וֹּ ב  יְַַוג  ֲאר  ר",ַַכ ָ ק ַ ָרהַַע  בו  אַַַהג ְ בַַהו  ל   רַַ,ב ַ ב   ְתג ַ ְַַלה 
ְצרוַַַַֹּעל ַי  חַ ְַַלַנצ ְ ְנאוֹּ וֹּ ש  ַעלַ רַ ב   ְתג ַ ַהמ   רַ וֹּ ב  ג  כ ְ ַ, וֹּ

ַָלָאֶרץַ. ילוֹּ ְלַהפ   ַו  חוֹּ  ְלַנצ ְ

Yehudah ben Teima says: “Be bold as a leopard, swift as an eagle, fleet as a 
deer and strong as a lion, to fulfill the will of your Father in Heaven.” 

To be “bold as a leopard” means that one should not to be embarrassed when 
confronted by scoffers. 

“Strong as a lion” — strength is mainly lodged in the heart, enabling one to 
overcome his [evil] inclination and conquer it, like a mighty man who 
overcomes his adversary, vanquishing him and throwing him to the ground. 

• Striking the balance 

The Narrative 

• Plenty sheep 
• Exchanging the sheep 
• Sheep as the primary 
• When confronting “Esav” 
• Idea: The needle 

The Lesson 

• The need to “leave home” and “be sheep” 
• Now more than ever 


