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THE RISHONIM  -  11th -  15th CENTURIES

---
10th Century

SPAIN FRANCE-GERMANY PROVENCE ITALY
Menachem ibn Saruk (920-980)

Machberes (the Notebook) - Hebrew
language dictionary

Donash ibn Labrat (920-990)

Linguist, opposed to ibn Saruk’s
interpretations

Era of Chisdai ibn Shaprut
(915-990)

court physician to Abd-al Rahman
(912-961), diplomat.  Beginning of

Golden Age of Spanish Jewry

11th Century
SPAIN FRANCE-GERMANY PROVENCE ITALY

R. Shmuel HaNagid (993-1055)

Vizier to king of Granada - court Jew

Rabbeinu Gershom (Meor
HaGolah)  (c960-1040)

Talmudist, Halachist  (Light of the
Exile)

Prohibition against polygamy;
requirement of wife’s consent in
divorce proceedings; reacceptance to
Jewish community of forced converts
to Christianity; prohibition against
reading of letters addressed to others

R. Moshe HaDarshan

Talmudist, quoted often by
Rashi

Composed anthology of
Midrashim (Yesod)

R.Nassan ben Yechiel
(c1035-1102)

Lexicographer, Commentator

Author of Aruch,
compendium of words found in
Both Babylonian and
Jerusalem Talmuds, including
Midrashim and Targumim. A
complete Talmudic
commentary in itself, arranged
in alphabetical order.
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R. Bachya ben Yosef ibn Pakudah
(c1000-1065)

Philosopher – Chovos HaLevavos
(Duties of the Heart)

R. Shlomo Yitzchaki (Rashi)
(1040-1105)

Father of Commentators  - Talmud
and Tanach commentaries

Founder of Ashkenazic Jewry
R. Shlomon ibn Gabirol (c1021-1058)

Poet, philosopher
R. Yonah ibn Janach (990-1055)

Grammarian  (Sefer HaDikduk)
R. Yitzchak al-Fasi (Rif) (1013-1105)

Talmudist, codifier   from Fez, Morocco

Sefer HaHalachos - model for later
codes of Jewish law, halachic
applications derived from Talmudic text

12th Century
SPAIN FRANCE-GERMANY PROVENCE ITALY

R. Yosef ibn Migash (Ri Migash)
(1077-1141)

Talmudist, successor to Rif,
teacher of Rambam’s father

R. Shmuel ben Meir (Rashbam)
(c1085-1174)

French Talmudist, Biblical
Commentator

Grandson of Rashi

Stresses plain meaning of
Biblical text with a clear, plain
explanation. Also wrote Talmudic
commentary, and was first French
scholar to make extensive use of
Rif’s halachic code

R. Avraham ben David
(Ravad III)  of Posquierres
(c1120-1197)

Talmudist and Halachist

Wrote Talmudic
commentaries to various
tractates. Also wrote works on
halacha, including dietary
laws, laws of High Holy Days,
and laws of mikveh
construction. Criticized
Rambam’s Mishneh Torah for
not citing sources for his
halachic decisions
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R. Yehuda HaLevi (c1080-1145)

Poet, Philosopher

Composed Hebrew poetry and liturgical
hymns

Author of Kuzari, philosophical work
proving superiority of Judaism to other
monotheistic religions

. R. Yaakov ben Meir (Rabbeinu
Tam)  (1100-1171)

French Tosafist, Halachist

Rashi’s grandson and
younger brother of Rashbam

First of the Tosafists.
Greatest Talmudist of his
generation. Wrote Sefer HaYashar -
collection of responsa devoted to
halachic problems of his day.

R. Avraham ibn Ezra (1089-c1164)

Biblical commentator, Poet

Interpreted Scriptures according to its
plain meaning, adhering to views of
Talmudic sages

R. Yitzchak of Dampierre (Ri)
(c1120-c1200)

French Tosafist, quoted
prolifically in Tosafos. nephew of
Rabbeinu Tam.

Under his tenure Tosafist
method of Talmudical analysis
reached its fullest expression.
Credited as main editor of the
Tosafos; his disciple, R. Yitzchak
ben Avraham (Ritzbah) (d1210)
continued his work as editor after
his death.

R. Moshe ben Maimon (Rambam -
Maimonides)  (1135-1204)

Halachist, Commentator, Philosopher
(physician)

Author of Peirush HaMishnayot,
Shemonah Perakim (intro to Avos), 13
fundamental principles of Judaism, Mishneh
Torah (Yad HaChazakah) (comprehensive
halachic compendium), Sefer HaMitzvos
(listing of 613 Torah precepts), Moreh
Nevuchim (Guide to the Perplexed) -
attempt to reconcile Torah precepts and

R. Yehuda HaChassid
(1150-1217)

German Tosafist, Kabbalist

Laid great emphasis on
underlying mystical intent of prayers
and strict adherence to custom.

Wrote Sefer HaChassidim,
leading work of German Kabbalah,
work of piety and spirituality.

Compiled by Malka Morris, Boca Raton, Florida, April, 2021, Iyar, 5781



4

general philosophy, and Iggeres HaSmad,
Iggeres Teiman (works in defense of former
apostates returning to Judaism)

R. Shimshon of Sens (Rash)
(1150-1230)

French Tosafist and Halachist

Studied under Rabbeinu Tam in
his youth, and then under Ri.

Wrote Tosefos Shantz,
commentary on many Talmudic
tractates.  Modern editions of
Tosafos are based on Rash’s
edition, edited and shortened by
later Tosafists.

R. Elazar Rokeach of Worms
(c1160-1238)

German Halachist and Kabbalist

Wrote Sefer HaRokeah, guide to
ethics and halacha. Instructed in
mythical meanings and correct text
of prayers by R. Yehudah
HaChassid.

13th Century
SPAIN FRANCE-GERMANY PROVENCE ITALY

R. Moshe ben Nachman
(Ramban)  (1194-1270)

Talmudist, Kabbalist, Commentator

Physician, Chief rabbi of Barcelona

Foremost halachic authority in his
day. Defended Rambam’s Mishneh
Torah, but limited study of Moreh
Nevuchim. Forced to participate in

R. Moshe of Coucy (early 13th cent.)

Tosafist, Halachist

Served on Jewish delegation
headed by R. Yechiel of Paris in 1240;
forced to participate in disputation
with apostate Nicholas Donin. First
scholar of French-German school to
make extensive use of Rambam’s
code.

R. David Kimchi (Radak)
(1160-1235)

Bible Commentator and
Grammarian

Only remaining commentaries
are to Beraishis, Prophets,
Psalms, Proverbs, and
Chronicles. Stresses plain
meaning of text and continuity

R. Yeshaya of Trani I (Rid)
(1180-1260)

Tosafist, Halachist

One of the foremost scholars
of Trani in southern Italy.
Recognized leader of Italian
Jewry in his generation.
Received halachic inquiries
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disputation in Barcelona (1263) with
apostate Pablo Christiani. (Sefer
HaVikuach)

Wrote monumental Torah
commentary, intermingled with aggadic
and Kabbalistic interpretations.

Eventually settled in Acco, Israel.

Wrote Sefer Mitzvos Gadol
(Semag) - carefully defined 613 com-
mandments and explained their
halachic implications. Authoritative
halachic source based on the works
of his predecessors.

of verses. Notes all
grammatical and historic data.

Wrote work on Hebrew
grammar, Sefer Michlol,
including a dictionary of
Scripture.

Defended Rambam and
favored philosophical pursuit.

from all parts of Italy and
Germany.

Instrumental in introducing
Tosafist method of Talmudic
exposition to Italy. His own
Tosafos are distinguished for
their startling originality and
uncompromising search for
truth.

Composed halachic work,
Piskei Rid, modeled upon Rif
and arranged on the
tractates of the Gemara.
Also wrote commentary to
Tanach, adopting the method
of classical Biblical
commentators, analyzing the
literal sense of the text.

R. Shlomo ibn Aderes (Rashba)
(1235-1310)

Halachist, Talmudist

Served as Rabbi of Barcelona for over
40 years.

His Responsa covered all topics of
halacha; were frequently cited by Tur
and Shulchan Aruch. Foremost
halachic authority of his generation.

Feared that study of philosophy would
result in neglect of Torah study.  In
1305 pronounced a cherem on those
who studied philosophy and science
before attaining the age of 25.
Excluded works of Rambam and study
of medicine.

R. Yitzchak of Vienna (late 12th – mid
13th cents.)

Halachist

Author of Ohr Zaruah, halachic guide
popular among Ashkenazic Jewry.
Arranged according to Talmudic
tractates, includes many Tosafos and
responsa from R. Yitzchak’s
predecessors and contemporaries

Ibn Tibbon Family

Translators

Father, Yehudah, translated
from Arabic to Hebrew R.
Bachya’s Chovos HaLevavos
(Duties of the Heart), poems
of Shlomo ibn Gabirol, Kuzari
of R. Yehuda HaLevi,
grammatical works of R.
Yonah ibn Janach, and
Emunos V’Deos of R.
Saadiah Gaon.

Son, Shmuel, translated
works of Rambam from
Arabic to Hebrew – Moreh
Nevuchim, Iggeres Teiman,
and Shemonah Perakim (intro
to Pirkei Avos)
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R. Yom Tov ibn Asevilli (Ritva)

Talmudist, Halachist, Kabbalist

Disciple of Rashba. Wrote a
popular Talmud commentary with
synopses of various Talmudic
commentaries that came before him.

Also wrote defense of Rambam’s
views.

R. Meir of Rothenberg (Maharam)
(1215-1293)

Talmudist, Halachist
Studied under R. Yitzchak of Vienna
and under R. Yechiel of Paris

Considered greatest rabbinic authority
in Germany where his decisions
and decrees were considered binding
throughout the country.

Imprisoned by Emperor Rudolph I for
seven years. Wrote many com-
mentaries on tractates of Talmud in
addition to  numerous responsa,
plus several liturgical hymns.
Considered to be last of Tosafists.

R. Chizkiyah Chizkuni
(c1250)

Torah Commentator

Work is culled from twenty
earlier commentaries,
although no sources are
cited. Does cite Rashi,
though, and is considered first
of super commentaries
written to elucidate teachings
of Rashi. Often follows
interpretations of Ibn Ezra
and Rashnam - seekers of
plain meaning of Scripture.

R. Menachem HaMeiri
(1249-1306)

Talmud Commentator
Most quoted author wherever
Talmud is studied. Known for
his lucid and plain
presentation. His Beis
HaBechirah is a digest of the
comments of the Gemara to
the Mishneh. Includes all the
pertinent differing
interpretations of the greatest
authorities up to and including
his time.

Defended study of philosophy
and sciences, but stipulated
that this study should be
delayed until one has
mastered Talmud.
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R. Aharon HaKohen of Lunel
c1325)

Halachist

Spent many years in
wandering after expulsion
from France in 1306,
eventually settling in Spanish
island of Majorca.

Wrote Orchos Chaim, a
compendium of opinions on
codifiers of laws of prayer,
Shabbos, holidays, marriage
and divorce, and dietary
regulations. A popular
abridged form is the Kol Bo.

14th Century
SPAIN FRANCE-GERMANY PROVENCE ITALY

R. Bachya ben Asher (c1340)

Torah Commentator, Kabbalist

Wrote encyclopedic Torah
commentary, Midrash Rabbeinu
Bachya, subject of numerous
supercommentaries. Employed 4 types
of interpretations: plain meaning,
Midrashic exegesis, philosophic
exegesis (how sciences and
philosophy are contained in Torah),
and Kabbalistic exegesis (drawn from
Ramban and Zohar). Also wrote Kad
HaKemach, a book on ethics, the
importance of belief and trust in the
Creator, and observance of the
commandments.

R. Asher ben Yechiel (Rosh)
(1250-1327)

Halachist, Talmudist

Most important disciple of Maharam of
Rothenberg. Spiritual leader and
halachic authority of German Jewry.
Left Germany in 1303 following the
Rindfleish massacres, and arrived in
Spain in 1306. Shortly thereafter  he
was appointed the rav of Toledo.

Rosh’s halachic decisions were
eagerly sought by Jews in Germany,
Provence, and North Africa. After his
death his responsa were collected in
Teshuvos HaRosh, considered to be
an authoritative halachic source. All
full editions of the Talmud include his

R. Levi ben Gershom
(Ralbag)  (1288-1344)

Bible Commentator,
Talmudist, Philosopher

Best known for his
commentary to Scripture
which first explains the
literal meaning of the
text, and then sums up
the philosophical ideas
and moral maxims
contained in each
section.

Ralbag’s most famous
work is Milchamos
HaShem, a philosophic
treatise strictly adhering

R. Menachem Recanati (late
13th - early 14th cent.)

Kabbalist,, Torah Commentator

R. Menachem was one of the first
Italian kabbalists who committed
the mystical teachings to writings.
His interpretations greatly
influenced the kabbalistic schools
of succeeding generations.

In Taamei HaMitzvos he
presented kabbalistic reasons for
the mitzvos, plus some kabbalistic
interpretations of the prayers. His
Piskei HaRecanati is a collection
of halachic decisions, mostly
belonging to authorities of
previous generations, but without
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monumental halachic compilation. His
code follows the Talmudic tractates
and gives the Talmudic sources for all
decisions to facilitate their study,
application, and comparison.

Rosh carefully preserved his
Ashkenazic customs considering
them to be most authoritative. He was
instrumental in disseminating in Spain
the teachings of the Tosafists and
their methods of learning. His own
Tosafos are concise with clarity of
expression. He also composed
commentaries on the Mishneh.

to Aristotelian thought.
This led him to
rationalize many of the
miracles in the Torah,
and to accept an
untraditional view of the
world’s antiquity. He was
sharply criticized by the
most prominent
authorities including
Rivash and Abarbanel.

discussing the sources upon
which these decisions were
based.

R. Vidal of Tolosa (c1360)

Author of Maggid Mishneh

Colleague of Ran, wrote a commentary
on Rambam’s Mishneh Torah. Maggid
Mishneh cites the Talmudic sources for
Rambam’s halachic decisions and
responds to objections of Ravad. Also
explains why various decisions
precede or follow one another, or are
omitted. Printed in all editions of
Mishneh Torah.

R. Yaakov Baal HaTurim (1275-1340)

Halachist, Torah Commentator

R. Yaakov was the 3rd son of the
Rosh. Born in Germany, he fled to
Spain with his entire family and
eventually settled in Toledo. R.
Yaakov devoted his life to learning
and condensed his father’s Talmud
commentary, giving only the halachic
decisions while omitting the
discussions and arguments.

R. Yaakov’s magnum opus was his
halachic compendium Arba’ah Turim
(Four Rows). This remains the
standard source-text for Halacha to
this day. R. Yosef Karo wrote his
monumental work, Shulchan Aruch,
patterned after R. Yaakov’s system of
clarifying halachos. Unlike Rosh, who
arranged his code according to
Talmudic tractates, R. Yaakov ordered
his by topic. His arrangement is
designed to provide the reader with a
clear understanding of each subject in

R. Eshtori HaParchi
(1280-1345)

Talmudist, Halachist

Following his expulsion
from France, he spent
much time wandering
throughout Spain before
finally emigrating to
Eretz Yisroel. There he
immersed himself in the
halachic material
concerning living in
Israel, together with
learning the history of
the Holy Land.
Altogether he spent 7
years touring the land so
as to accurately learn its
geography. He finally
settled in Beit Shean
where he composed
Kaftor VaFerach, a
treatise on the holiness
of the land and the
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its entirety, and to enable him to find
the desired decision quickly and
easily.

status of all its cities and
boundaries.

R. David Abudraham (late 13th - 14th
cent.)

Halachist

Major work was a guide and
commentary on the prayers, printed
under the title Abudraham. Contains a
clear, insightful commentary on the
prayers and blessings,a compendium
of rituals and customs, laws of prayer,
and various categories of blessings.
Became a popular book that would
acquaint masses with meanings and
laws of prayer. He also composed a
running commentary on the Temple
Avodah liturgy recited on Yom Kippur.

R. Yaakov Moelin (Maharil)
(1365-1427)

Halachist

The Ashkenazi Jews in his generation
regarded Maharil as their leading
halachic authority, especially in regard
to customs and synagogue ritual. The
Rama, in his notes on Shulchan
Aruch, frequently quotes from
Minhagei Maharil, Maharil’s
authoritative halachic code.

He lived during trying times. He
witnessed the slaughter of the Jews of
Austria in 1420, and saw the misery
and suffering of the Jews of Bavaria
and the Rhine during the Hussite wars

R. Nissim (Ran)  (1290-1375)

Halachist, Talmudic Commentator

Rabbi of Barcelona. Imprisoned by the
government together with other
communal figures on false charges,
later released unharmed

Only 77 of his responsa have been
preserved. Famous for his extensive
commentary on Rif’s Sefer
HaHalachos. His commentaries on the
Talmud have been published under the
title Chidushei HaRan al Shas. He also
wrote a collection of homilies in the
field of Jewish thought called Derashos
HaRan, a classic exposition of the
fundamentals of the Jewish religion.
Ran synthesizes the approaches of
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Rambam, Ramban, Ralbag, and other
great thinkers. He also offers his
original approach to numerous
profound questions.

Ran refrained from involvement in the
study of Kabbalah. He even
disapproved of Ramban’s
preoccupation with mystical lore.
R. Yitzchak ben Sheshes Perfet
(Rivash)  (1326-1407)

Halachist

Arrested in 1367 and imprisoned on
false charges together with Ran. Later
accepted position of rabbi of
Saragossa, and later of Valencia where
he directed a Talmudic academy. Fled
to Algiers after massacres of 1391.

Recognized as leading rabbinic
authority of his era. Well acquainted
with philosophy, but opposed to study
of Kabbalah.

15th Century
SPAIN FRANCE-GERMANY PROVENCE ITALY

R. Shimon Duran (Rashbatz)
(1361-1444)

Halachist, Biblical Commentator

Received not only Talmudic instruction
but also knowledge of the sciences
and philosophy. Born in Spain, he
moved to Algiers after the massacres
of 1391. Warmly received by Rivash,
he became his successor upon his
death in 1407.

R. Yaakov Weil (Mahariv)  (d1455)

Halachist

One of Maharil’s principal disciples.
Served as rabbi of Augsburg and Erfurt.
Recognized as the leading halachic
authority of Germany in his generation.
Inquiries from all German communities
were addressed to him. His book of
responsa is known as Shealos
V’Teshuvos Mahariv. His appendix on the

R. Yosef Colon (Maharik)
(1410-1480)

Halachist

His responsa are fundamental
works of Halacha and are quoted
by all subsequent authorities. He
was considered to be the
foremost Italian Talmudist and
rabbinic authority of his day. His
halachic decisions in all matters
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He was a prolific writer, composing
fourteen works. His most famous work
is the collection of his responsa,
Teshuvos Shimon Ben Tzemach,
containing approximately 800 responsa
in three volumes. This work sheds
much light on the conditions of the
Jewish communities in Spain and
North Africa of that time.

He also wrote commentaries to various
Talmudic tractates, as well as a work
on philosophy, Magen Avos.

laws of ritual slaughter and the
examination of the carcass after slaughter
is considered to be the authoritative work
on the subject, and was used as a text for
ritual slaughterers.

were sought by Jews near and
far, and many German
communities turned to him for
guidance. During this time period
numerous Jews from southern
Germany moved to northern Italy
where they established their own
communities. Thus Maharik came
to be regarded as one of the most
authoritative personalities by both
Italian and Ashkenazic Jewry.

Maharik originally came from
France, but later moved to
Mantua, Italy and later served as
rabbi of Pavia. His most famous
disciple was R.Ovadia
Mi’Bartenura.

R. Yosef Albo (1380-1444)

Philosopher

Disciple of R. Chisdai Crescas, he
served as rabbi of Daroka, a suburb of
Saragossa. In 1414 he was one of the
principal participants in the religious
debate held in Tortossa where he
valiantly defended the Talmud against
the attacks of the apostate Joshua
Lorki.

He was proficient in medicine,
mathematics, and philosophy. He is
most famous for his
religio-philosophical work, Sefer
HaIkkarim, in which he discusses the
basic principles of Judaism.

R. Yisroel Isserlein (1390-1460)

Halachist

After the massacre of Neustadt in 1421, in
which his mother and teacher were killed,
he fled to Marburg, Austria for a
considerable time. In 1445 he returned to
Wiener-Neustadt where he founded a
Talmudical academy and attracted many
students.

His responsa appear in Terumas
HaDeshen, considered to be an
authoritative halachic source whose
decisions were quoted by many later
scholars. This work consists of 354
(numerical equivalent of deshen) halachic
essays presented in the form of responsa.
He also wrote works on dietary law and
divorce, plus several liturgical hymns.
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