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Nechama Price
A) Yaakov - Yosef:

Bereishit 37 37:2 This is the history of the generations of Yaakov. Yosef, being seventeen years old, was feeding
the flock with his brothers. He was a boy with the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father's wives. Yosef brought an
evil report of them to their father. 37:3Now Yisrael loved Yosef more than all his children, because he was the son of
his old age, and he made him a coat of many colors. 37:4His brothers saw that their father loved him more than
all his brothers, and they hated him, and couldn't speak peaceably to him.

These are the Generations - 

Bereishit  6 6:9This is the history of the generations of Noach. Noach was a righteous man, blameless among the
people of his time. Noach walked with G-d. 6:10Noach became the father of three sons: Shem, Cham, and Yafet. 

Bereishit 10:1 Now this is the history of the generations of the sons of Noach and of Shem, Cham, and Yafet.
Sons were born to them after the flood. 

Bereishit 11:27 Now this is the history of the generations of Terach. Terach became the father of Avram,
Nachor, and Haran. Haran became the father of Lot. 

Kli Yakar 37:2 He was the most essential of his descendants, therefore it says “this is the history of the
generations of Yaakov, Yosef.”

Multi-colored Stripped Coat

Shmuel Bet 13 13:18She had a garment of various colors on her; for with such robes were the king's daughters
who were virgins dressed. Then his servant brought her out, and bolted the door after her. 

Shmuel Alef 24:4 The men of David said to him, Behold, the day of which G-d said to you, Behold, I will deliver
your enemy into your hand, and you shall do to him as it shall seem good to you. Then David arose, and cut off the
skirt of Shaul's robe secretly. 

Shmuel Alef 18:4:  Yonatan stripped himself of the robe that was on him, and gave it to David, and his clothing,
even to his sword, and to his bow, and to his sash.

Ktav V’HaKabalah 37:3 The coat of many colors was a symbol that he was the leader in his house and the
field.  In those days, they would dress based on the value of the person.  Therefore, Paroh dressed Yosef in
expensive clothing based on his level.  

1



Parenting Lessons From the Perspective of Tanakh:
FAVORITISM IN TANACH

Nechama Price

Shmuel Aleph 2:19 Moreover his mother made him a little robe, and brought it to him from year to year... 

Ramban 37:3 It was common practice for an elder to take a young son to be his helper, who would stay with
him all the time and never leave him.  This child is called “son of his old age” because he would take care of him
when he was old.  Therefore, Yaakov took Yosef for this purpose; to be with him always.  This is why Yosef did not
go to shepard sheep in a faraway place (with the rest of his brothers).  

A long colorful cloak. The other brothers were dressed like shepherds, but because Yoseif was his father’s attendant
he was required to dress in a dignified manner.

Bereishit 29:18 Yaakov loved Rachel. He said, "I will serve you seven years for Rachel, your younger daughter." 

Bereishit 37:3 Now Yisrael loved Yosef more than all his children, because he was the son of his old age, and he
made him a coat of many colors.

Bereishit 33 33:6Then the handmaids came near with their children, and they bowed themselves. 33:7Leah also and her
children came near, and bowed themselves. After them, Yosef came near with Rachel, and they bowed
themselves. 

Bereishit 29:177Leah's eyes were weak, but Rachel was beautiful and well favored. 

Bereishit 39:6  ... Yosef was beautiful and well favored.

And Yosef Found Favor in His Eyes

Bereshit 39 39:4Yosef found favor in his sight. He ministered to him, and he made him overseer over his house, and
all that he had he put into his hand.  39:6 He left all that he had in Yosef's hand...

Bereishit 39 39:21But G-d was with Yosef, and showed kindness to him, and gave him favor in the sight of the keeper
of the prison. 39:22The keeper of the prison committed to Joseph's hand all the prisoners who were in the prison.
Whatever they did there, he was the doer of it.

Bereishit 41 41:39Pharaoh said to Yosef, "Because G-d has shown you all of this, there is none so discreet and wise
as you. 41:40You shall be over my house, and according to your word will all my people be ruled. Only in the throne I
will be greater than you." 

2



Parenting Lessons From the Perspective of Tanakh:
FAVORITISM IN TANACH

Nechama Price

Esther 2:7 and the maiden was fair and beautiful; and when her father and mother died, Mordecai took her for his
own daughter.

Esther 2 2:15... Esther obtained favor in the sight of all those who looked at her. 2:17The king loved Esther above
all the women, and she obtained favor and kindness in his sight more than all the virgins; so that he set the royal
crown on her head, and made her queen instead of Vashti.

Rashi 37:2 The Midrash Aggada says that the pasuk says that the generations of Yaakov is Yosef because of many
reasons; because Yaakov only worked for Lavan to marry Rachel, because Yosef looked like his father,
because they had similar life experiences: both were hated, both had brothers who tried to kill them.  

Bereshit 29:30  He went in also to Rachel, and he loved also Rachel more than Leah... 

Shmuel Alef 1:5 But to Chana he gave a double portion; for he loved Chana, but G-d had shut up her womb. 

These Are the Generations

Bereishit 25:19 This is the history of the generations of Yitzchak, Avraham’s son. Avraham became the father of
Yitzchak. 

Bereishit 25 25:5Avraham gave all that he had to Yitzchak, 25:6but to the sons of the concubines who Avraham had,
Avraham gave gifts. He sent them away from Yitzchak his son, while he yet lived, eastward, to the east country.

Bemidbar 3 3:1Now this is the history of the generations of Aharon and Moshe in the day that G-d spoke with
Moshe at Har Sinai. 3:2These are the names of the sons of Aharon: Nadav the firstborn, and Avihu, Eliezer, and
Itamar. 
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Bemidbar 20:26 And strip Aharon of his garments, and put them on Eliezer his son... 

Shmuel Alef 18:4 Yonathan stripped himself of the robe that was on him, and gave it to David...

Melachim Bet 2:14 He took the mantle of Eliyahu that fell from him, and struck the waters, and said, Where is G-d,
the G-d of Eliyahu? and when he also had struck the waters, they were divided here and there; and Elisha went over. 

B) Avraham - Yishmael:

Bereishit 15:3  Avram said, "Behold, to me you have given no seed: and, behold, one born in my house is my heir." 

Bereishit 16:2 Sarai said to Avram," See now, G-d has restrained me from bearing. Please go in to my handmaid.
It may be that I will obtain children by her." Abram listened to the voice of Sarai.

Bereishit 16:16 Avram was eighty-six years old, when Hagar bore Yishmael to Avram. 

Bereishit 17:1 When Avram was ninety-nine years old, G-d appeared to Avram, and said to him, "I am G-d
Almighty. Walk before me, and be blameless.

Bereshit 17 17:18Avraham said to G-d, "Oh that Ishmael might live before you!" 17:19God said, "No, but Sarah,
your wife, will bear you a son. You shall call his name Yitzchak. I will establish my covenant with him for an
everlasting covenant for his seed after him. 17:20As for Yishmael, I have heard you. Behold, I have blessed him, and
will make him fruitful, and will multiply him exceedingly. He will become the father of twelve princes, and I will
make him a great nation. 17:21But my covenant I establish with Yitzchak, whom Sarah will bear to you at this set time
in the next year."  17:22When he finished talking with him, God went up from Avraham. 17:23Avraham took
Yishmael his son, all who were born in his house, and all who were bought with his money; every male among the
men of Avraham's house, and circumcised the flesh of their foreskin in the same day, as God had said to him.
17:24Araham was ninety-nine years old, when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. 17:25Yishmael, his son,

4



FAVORITISM IN TANACH
Nechama Price

was thirteen years old when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. 17:26In the same day both Avraham and
Yishmael, his son, were circumcised. 

Bereishit 21 10Therefore she said to Abraham, "Cast out this handmaid and her son! For the son of this handmaid
will not be heir with my son, even with Isaac." 21:11The thing was very grievous in Abraham's sight on account of
his son. 21:12God said to Abraham, "Don't let it be grievous in your sight because of the boy, and because of your
handmaid. In all that Sarah says to you, listen to her voice. For from Isaac will your seed be called.

Bereishit 22  22:2He said, "Now take your son, your only son, whom you love, Yitzchak, and go into the land of
Moriah. Offer him there for a burnt offering on one of the mountains which I will tell you of." 
22:12He said, "Don't lay your hand on the boy, neither do anything to him. For now I know that you fear G-d, seeing
you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me." 

Rashi 22:2- G-d said “your son”.  He said “I have two sons”.  G-d said “your only son”.  He said “both are the only
son of their mother”. G-d says “whom you love”.  He said “I love both of them”.  G-d said “Yitzchak”.  

Rashi: The 2 Naarim with Avraham at Akeidat Yitzchak:  Yishmael and Eliezer

Yalkut Shimoni:   After three years Avraham went to see Yishmael and swore to Sarah that he would not get off
his camel in the place that Yishmael lives.   Avraham prayed to G-d for his son to fill his house with all good things
and money and blessing. 

Rashi:  Keturah - is really Hagar.  Her name Keturah is a description of her nice deeds like the smell of a Ketoret,
and that she didn’t marry another man since she was separated from Avraham. 

Bereishit 25 25:9Isaac and Ishmael, his sons, buried him in the cave of Machpelah...

C) Yaakov - Esav,  Rivkah - Yaakov:

Bereishit 25 25:27The boys grew. Esav was a skillful hunter, a man of the field. Yaakov was a quiet man, living in
tents. 25:28Now Yitzchak loved Esav, because he ate his venison. Rivkah loved Yaakov.

Ramban 25:28  We can explain that Yitzchak loves Esav because he put meat into Yitzchak’s mouth all the time.
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Every day he would desire to eat meat, and it was always in his mouth.  He never ate anything else.  

Radak 25:28  Rivkah loved Yaakov only because he was on the path of life and Esav was on the path of death. 

40) R. Hirsch Bereishit 25:28  That Isaac’s sympathies were more inclined toward’s Esau,
Rebecca’s to Jacob can moreover easily be explained by the attraction of opposites.  We see
Isaac, risen up again from death on the altar, preferring to withdraw from the bustle of the world
and to live quietly in the proximity of the desert, living at the well of the “Live-One-Who seeth
me” away from the busy traffic of men.  That Esau’s lusty active nature appealed to him, and that
he perhaps saw in him a force which he had lost could be a support to the home, would be quite
possible.  Rebecca, on the other hand saw in Jacob’s whole being a picture of the life unfolding
of which in her father’s house she had never had the remotest idea- the sympathies are are
explainable, but parents should not allow such hidden feelings to influence them in making any
difference in their love towards their children.  

Bereishit 25 25:22The children struggled together within her. She said, "If it be so, why do I live?" She went to
inquire of G-d. 25:23G-d said to her,  Two nations are in your womb,  Two peoples will be separated from your body.
 The one people will be stronger than the other people.  The elder will serve the younger. 

D) Lavan - Leah:

Bereishit 29:6 He said to them, "Is it well with him?" They said, "It is well. See, Rachel, his daughter, is coming
with the sheep." 

Chizkuni 29:9 Rachel came with the sheep of her father because she was a shepard... inorder to give honor to the
elder daughter. 

Bereishit 31 31:33Lavan went into Yaakov's tent, into Leah's tent, and into the tent of the two maid-servants; but he
didn't find them. He went out of Leah's tent, and entered into Rachel's tent. 31:34Now Rachel had taken the
teraphim, put them in the camel's saddle, and sat on them. Lavan felt about all the tent, but didn't find them.
31:35She said to her father, "Don't let my lord be angry that I can't rise up before you; for the manner of women is on
me." He searched, but didn't find the teraphim. 

E) Yaakov - Binyamin and Ephraim:

Bereishit 44 44:20We said to my lord, 'We have a father, an old man, and a child of his old age, a little one; and his
brother is dead, and he alone is left of his mother; and his father loves him.'
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Bereishit 48 48:17When Yosef saw that his father laid his right hand on the head of Ephraim, it displeased him. He
held up his father's hand, to remove it from Ephraim's head to Menashe's head. 48:18Yosef said to his father, "Not so,
my father; for this is the firstborn; put your right hand on his head." 48:19His father refused, and said, "I know,
my son, I know. He also will become a people, and he also will be great. However, his younger brother will be
greater than he, and his seed will become a multitude of nations."

Nachshoni: Yaakov knew that Menashe was the eldest, but did what he did anyways, with knowledge
and intent.  Yosef didn’t know that his father did this intentionally and that is why he protested. “Not so,
my father!” Didn’t I do the right thing by putting the eldest by your right hand? Yaakov answers “I know,
my son, I know.” You did the right thing, but still I put my right hand on Ephraim to hint to what I see
hidden in the future.  There are some Mefarshim who explain that by him putting on his right hand on
Ephraim, we see the wisdom of Yaakov.  He wanted to highlight the superiority of Ephraim without
causing any embarrassment to Menashe, the eldest.  He did what he did, only with his hands.  With
wisdom, because Menashe is the eldest, he didn’t want to hurt his honor.  Putting his right hand gives
more honor to Ephraim, but without taking any away from Menashe. 

F) Yishai - David:

Shmuel Alef 16 16:10Yishai made seven of his sons to pass before Shmuel. Shmuel said to Yishai, G-d has not chosen
these. 16:11Shmuel said to Yishai, Are here all your children? He said, There remains yet the youngest, and,
behold, he is keeping the sheep. Shmuel said to Yishai, Send and get him; for we will not sit down until he come
here. 16:12He sent, and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and withal of a beautiful face, and goodly to look on.
Yahweh said, Arise, anoint him; for this is he.

Shmuel Alef 16:19 Shaul sent messengers to Yishai, and said, Send me David your son, who is with the sheep. 

Shmuel Alef 17:15 Now David went back and forth from Shaul to feed his father's sheep at Bethlehem.

Shmuel Alef 17 17:17Yishai said to David his son, Take now for your brothers an ephah of this parched grain, and
these ten loaves, and carry them quickly to the camp to your brothers;.

Shmuel Alef 16:21 David came to Saul, and stood before him: and he loved him greatly; and he became his armor
bearer.

Shmuel Alef 24:11 11Moreover, my father, behold, yes, see the skirt of your robe in my hand; for in that I cut off
the skirt of your robe, and didn't kill you, know you and see that there is neither evil nor disobedience in my hand,
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and I have not sinned against you, though you hunt after my life to take it. 

Yalkut Mechiri “Purify My Sins”- One says that David was loved and one says that he was hated.  Yishai separated
from his wife for three years.  After three years, he desired the pretty maid...  The wife said “get yourself ready, and
so will I.”  In the evening the maid went in and put out the candle and went to close the door, and the wife went in
and the maid went out.  She was with him all night and got pregnant with David.  Her sons wanted to kill her and
her son David, because they saw that he was red.  Yishai told them to leave him alone, rather to make him a slave
who shepards the sheep.  The truth was hidden for 28 years, when Hashem said to Shmuel “go to the house of
Yishai in Beit Lechem” and Yishai said to Shmuel “there is another young boy who is sheparding the sheep”.   

Midrash HaGadol  He was hated by his father because when he was young he would prophesize saying “In the
future I will destroy the Plishtim and I will kill a giant named Goliat and I will build the Beit HaMikdash.”  What
did his father do?  He made him shepard the sheep.
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