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1. Babylonian Talmud, Gittin 56A
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...You can, however, make a request of me and I will grant it.
He said to him: Give me Jabneh and its Wise Men, and the
family chain of Rabban Gamaliel...
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2. Babylonian Talmud, Rosh Hashanah 24B
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It once happened that two [witnesses] came and testified: We saw it in the
morning [of the twenty-ninth] in the east, and in the evening [of the
thirtieth] in the west. Said Rabbi Yohanan ben Nuri: [Its impossible for
them to have seen the new moon in the morning, since the new moon is
only visible in the west at evening, thus] they are false witnesses. However,
when they came to Yavnah, Rabban Gamliel [who knew through
astronomical calculations that the new moon should have been visible on
the evening of the thirtieth] accepted their testimony [and disregarded their
claim to have seen the new moon on the morning of the twenty-ninth,
explaining that they must have mistook a cloud formation for a moon
sighting]. On another occasion two witnesses came and testified: We saw it
in its expected time [on the night preceeding the thirtieth] but on the night
of its intercalation [the thirty-first] it was not seen, and Rabban Gamliel
accepted their testimony. Said Rabbi Dosa ben Harkinas: They are false
witnesses. How can they testify that a woman has given birth when on the
next day her belly is still [swollen appearing to be] between her teeth?
Rabbi Yehoshua said to him: | approve of your words [and Rosh Hodesh
should be on the thirty-first. However, Rabban Gamliel knew through
astronomical calculations that the new moon should have been visible on
the evening of the thirtieth and explained the discrepancy to cloud cover or
similar reasons]. (9) Rabban Gamliel sent him [Rabbi Yehoshua] a
message: | decree upon you that you come to me with your staff and money
on the day which according to you will be Yom Kippur. Rabbi Akivah went
[to Rabbi Yehoshua] and found him in great distress [that he was ordered to
violate the day that was Yom Kippur according to his calculation], he said
to him, I can bring you proof that whatever Rabban Gamliel has done is
valid for it says: “The following are God's appointed holy days that you will
designate in their appointed times” (Leviticus 23:4), whether they are
designated in their proper time, or not at their proper time, I have no holy
days save these. He [Rabbi Yehoshua] came to Rabbi Dosa ben Harkinas
who said to him: If we question the ruling of the Bet Din of Rabban
Gamliel we must question the ruling of every Bet Din from the times of
Moshe up to the present day as it says: “And Moshe ascended with Aharon
Nadav and Avihu, and the seventy elders of Israel” (Exodus 24:9). Why
weren't the names of the elders specified? To show that every group of
three [sages], that form a Bet Din, is considered as the Bet Din of Moshe
and Aharon [and that if one came to contest a verdict of a Bet Din saying, is
this Bet Din authoritative as the Bet Din of Moshe and Aharon? We must
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say, that they are as prominent as those whose names were not mentioned.]
He [Rabbi Yehoshua] took his staff and his money and went to Yavneh to
Rabban Gamliel on the day of Yom Kippur according to his calculation.
Rabban Gamliel rose and kissed him on his head and said to him: Come in
peace my master and my disciple, my master in wisdom and my disciple

because you have accepted my words.
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3. Babylonian Talmud, Bechorot 36 A

979 94 9193 %534

R. Zadok had a firstling. He set down barley for it in wicker
baskets of peeled willow twigs. As it was eating, its lip was slit.
He came before R. Joshua. He said to him: ‘Have we made any
difference between [a priest] who is a haber and [a priest] who is
an ‘am ha-arez’? R. Joshua replied ‘Yes’. He thereupon came
before Rabban Gamaliel. He said to him. ‘Have we made any
difference between [a priest] who is a haber and a priest who is
an ‘am ha-arez’? Rabban Gamaliel replied ‘No’. R. Zadok said
to him: ‘But R. Joshua told me "Yes"’! He said: ‘Wait until the
great debaters enter the Beth Hamidrash’. When they entered the
Beth Hamidrash, the questioner arose and asked: ‘Have we made
any difference between [a priest] who is a haber and one who is
an ‘am ha-arez’? R. Joshua replied ‘No’. Thereupon Rabban
Gamaliel said: “Was not the answer "Yes" reported to me in your
name? Joshua, stand on your feet and let them testify against
you’. R. Joshua stood up on his feet and said: ‘How shall I act? If
indeed | were alive and he were dead, the living can contradict
the dead. But since both he and I are alive, how can the living
contradict the living’? And Rabban Gamaliel was sitting and
discoursing while R. Joshua stood on his feet, until all the people
murmured and said to Huzspith the interpreter. ‘Silence’. And he
was silent.
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4. Babylonian Talmud, Brachot 27B
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It is related that a certain disciple came before R. Joshua and
asked him, Is the evening Tefillah compulsory or optional? He
replied: It is optional. He then presented himself before Rabban
Gamaliel and asked him: Is the evening Tefillah compulsory or
optional? He replied: It is compulsory. But, he said, did not R.
Joshua tell me that it is optional? He said: Wait till the champions
enter the Beth ha-Midrash. When the champions came in,
someone rose and inquired, Is the evening Tefillah compulsory or
optional? Rabban Gamaliel replied: It is compulsory. Said
Rabban Gamaliel to the Sages: Is there anyone who disputes this?
R. Joshua replied to him: No. He said to him: Did they not report
you to me as saying that it is optional? He then went on: Joshua,
stand up and let them testify against you! R. Joshua stood up and
said: Were I alive and he [the witness] dead, the living could
contradict the dead. But now that he is alive and | am alive, how
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can the living contradict the living? Rabban Gamaliel remained
sitting and expounding and R. Joshua remained standing, until all
the people there began to shout and say to Huzpith the turgeman,
Stop! and he stopped. They then said: How long is he [Rabban
Gamaliel] to go on insulting him [R. Joshua]? On New Year last
year he insulted him; he insulted him in the matter of the firstborn
in the affair of R. Zadok; now he insults him again! Come, let us
depose him! Whom shall we appoint instead? We can hardly
appoint R. Joshua, because he is one of the parties involved. We
can hardly appoint R. Akiba because perhaps Rabban Gamaliel
will bring a curse on him because he has no ancestral merit. Let
us then appoint R. Eleazar b. Azariah, who is wise and rich and
the tenth in descent from Ezra. He is wise, so that if anyone puts
a question to him he will be able to answer it. He is rich, so that if
occasion arises for paying court to Caesar he will be able to do
so. He is tenth in descent from Ezra, so that he has ancestral merit
and he [Rabban Gamaliel] cannot bring a curse on him. They
went and said to him: Will your honour consent to become head
of the Academy? He replied: 1 will go and consult the members
of my family. He went and consulted his wife. She said to him:
Perhaps they will depose you later on. He replied to her: [There is
a proverb:] Let a man use a cup of honourl for one day even if it
be broken the next. She said to him: You have no white hair. He
was eighteen years old that day, and a miracle was wrought for
him and eighteen rows of hair [on his beard] turned white. That is
why R. Eleazar b. Azariah said: Behold | am about seventy years
old, and he did not say [simply] seventy years old. A Tanna
taught: On that day the doorkeeper was removed and permission
was given to the disciples to enter. For Rabban Gamaliel had
issued a proclamation [saying]. No disciple whose character does
not correspond to his exterior may enter the Beth ha-Midrash. On
that day many stools were added. R. Johanan said: There is a
difference of opinion on this matter between Abba Joseph b.
Dosethai and the Rabbis: one [authority] says that four hundred
stools were added, and the other says seven hundred. Rabban
Gamaliel became alarmed and said: Perhaps, God forbid, |
withheld Torah from Israel! He was shown in his dream white
casks full of ashes. This, however, really meant nothing; he was
only shown this to appease him. A Tanna taught: Eduyyoth was
formulated on that day — and wherever the expression ‘on that
day’ is used, it refers to that day — and there was no halachah
about which any doubt existed in the Beth ha-Midrash which was
not fully elucidated. Rabban Gamaliel also did not absent himself
from the Beth ha-Midrash a single hour, as we have learnt: On
that day Judah, an Ammonite proselyte, came before them in the
Beth ha-Midrash. He said to them: Am | permitted to enter the
assembly? R. Joshua said to him: You are permitted to enter the
congregation. Said Rabban Gamaliel to him: Is it not already laid
down, At Ammonite or a Moabite shall not enter into the
assembly of the Lord? R. Joshua replied to him: Do Ammon and
Moab still reside in their original homes? Sennacherib king of
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Assyria long ago went up and mixed up all the nations, as it says,
I have removed the bounds of the peoples and have robbed their
treasures and have brought down as one mighty their inhabitants;
and whatever strays [from a group] is assumed to belong to the
larger section of the group. Said Rabban Gamaliel to him: But
has it not been said: But afterward | will bring back the captivity
of the children of Ammon, saith the Lord, so that they have
already returned? To which R. Joshua replied: And has it not
been said, And | will turn the captivity of My people Israel, and
they have not yet returned? Forthwith they permitted him to enter
the congregation. Rabban Gamaliel thereupon said: This being
the case, | will go and apologize to R. Joshua. When he reached
his house he saw that the walls were black. He said to him: From
the walls of your house it is apparent that you are a charcoal-
burner. He replied: Alas for the generation of which you are the
leader, seeing that you know nothing of the troubles of the
scholars, their struggles to support and sustain themselves! He
said to him: | apologize. forgive me. He paid no attention to him.
Do it, he said, out of respect for my father. He then became
reconciled to him. They said: Who will go and tell the Rabbis? A
certain fuller said to them: I will go. R. Joshua sent a message to
the Beth hamidrash saying: Let him who is accustomed to wear
the robe wear it; shall he who is not accustomed to wear the robe
say to him who is accustomed to wear it, Take off your robe and |
will put it on? Said R. Akiba to the Rabbis: Lock the doors so
that the servants of Rabban Gamaliel should not come and upset
the Rabbis. Said R. Joshua: | had better get up and go to them. He
came and knocked at the door. He said to them: Let the sprinkler
son of a sprinkler sprinkle; shall he who is neither a sprinkler nor
the son of a sprinkler say to a sprinkler son of a sprinkler, Your
water is cave water and your ashes are oven ashes? Said R. Akiba
to him: R. Joshua, you have received your apology, have we done
anything except out of regard for your honour? Tomorrow
morning you and | will wait on him. They said: How shall we do?
Shall we depose him [R. Eleazar b. Azariah]? We have a rule that
we may raise an object to a higher grade of sanctity but must not
degrade it to a lower. If we let one Master preach on one Sabbath
and one on the next, this will cause jealousy. Let therefore
Rabban Gamaliel preach three Sabbaths and R. Eleazar b.
Azariah one Sabbath. And it is in reference to this that a Master
said: “Whose Sabbath was it? It was the Sabbath of R. Eleazar b.
Azariah’. And that disciple was R. Simeon b. Yohai.
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5. Babylonian Talmud, Bava Metzia 59A
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A Tanna taught: Great was the calamity that befell that day, for
everything at which R. Eliezer cast his eyes was burned up. R.
Gamaliel too was travelling in a ship, when a huge wave arose
to drown him. ‘It appears to me,” he reflected, ‘that this is on
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account of none other but R. Eliezer b. Hyrcanus.” Thereupon
he arose and exclaimed, ‘Sovereign of the Universe! Thou
knowest full well that I have not acted for my honour, nor for
the honour of my paternal house, but for Thine, so that strife
may not multiply in Israel! ‘At that the raging sea subsided.
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