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1. Babylonian Talmud, Gittin 56A
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...You can, however, make a request of me and I will grant it.
He said to him: Give me Jabneh and its Wise Men, and the
family chain of Rabban Gamaliel...
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2. Mishnah, Eduyot 7:7
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They testified that we may intercalate the year conditionally. There
once such a case where Rabban Gamliel went to take permission

from the governor in Syria and delayed in returning and they

intercalated on the condition that Rabban Gamliel would approve
and upon his return he declared: | approve and in fact it was a leap

year
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3. Mishnah, Rosh Hashanah 2:8
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R. Gamaliel used to have a diagram of phases of the moon on a
tablet [hung] on the wall of his upper chamber, and he used to
show them to the unlearned and say, did it look like this or
this?
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4. Babylonian Talmud, Sukkah 41B
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And it once happened that when R. Gamaliel, R. Joshua, R.
Eleazar b. 'Azariah and R. Akiva were travelling on a ship and
R. Gamaliel alone had a lulav which he had bought for one
thousand zuz, R. Gamaliel took it and fulfilled his obligation
with it; then he gave it as a gift to R. Joshua who took it,
fulfilled his obligation with it and gave it as a gift to R. Eleazar
b. 'Azariah who took it, fulfilled his obligation with it, and gave
it as a gift to R. Akiva who took it, fulfilled his obligation with
it and then returned it to R. Gamaliel.
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5. Mishanh, Berachot 2:5-7
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A bridegroom is exempt from the recital of the shema’ from the

first night until the end of the sabbath, if he has not consummated
the marriage. It happened with R. Gamaliel that when he married

he recited the shema on the first night: so his disciples said to

him: our master, you have taught us that a bridegroom is exempt
from the recital of the shema'. He replied to them: I will not listen
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to you to remove from myself the kingship of heaven even for a
moment.

He bathed on the first night after the death of his wife. His
disciples said to him: you have taught us, sir, that a mourner is
forbidden to bathe. He replied to them: | am not like other men,
being very delicate.

When Tabi his slave died he accepted condolences for him. His
disciples said to him: you have taught us, sir, that condolences
are not accepted for slaves? He replied to them: my slave Tabi
was not like other slaves: he was a good man.
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6. Mishnah, Avodah Zarah, 3:4
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Proclos, son of a philosopher, put a question to R. Gamaliel in
'‘Acco when the latter was bathing in the bath of Aphrodite. He
said to him, it is written in your Torah, and there shall cleave
nought of the devoted thing to thine hand; why are you bathing
in the bath of Aphrodite?' He replied to him, we may not
answer [questions relating to Torah] in a bath. When he came
out, he said to him, 'l did not come into her domain, she has
come into mine. Nobody says, the bath was made as an
adornment for Aphrodite; but he says, Aphrodite was made as
an adornment for the bath. Another reason is, if you were given
a large sum of money, you would not enter the presence of a
statue reverenced by you while you were nude or had
experienced seminal emission, nor would you urinate before it.
But this [statue of Aphrodite] stands by a sewer and all people
urinate before it. [in the Torah] it is only stated, their gods —
i.e., what is treated as a deity is prohibited, what is not treated
as a deity is permitted.
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7. Babylonian Talmud, Ta’anit 29A
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It has been taught: When Turnus Rufus the wicked destroyed the

Temple, R. Gamaliel was condemned to death. A high officer came
and stood up in the Beth-Hamidrash and called out, 'The Nose-man
[Roman officer confused the Hebrew title Nasi with the Latin word,

nasus, nose] is wanted, the Nose-man is wanted'. When R.

Gamaliel heard this he hid himself. Thereupon the officer went up
secretly to him and said, 'If | save you will you bring me into the

world to come?' He replied: Yes. He then asked him, 'Will you
swear it unto me?' And the latter took an oath. The officer then

mounted the roof and threw himself down and died. Now there was
a tradition [amongst the Romans] that when a decree is made and

one of their own [leaders] dies, then that decree is annulled.

Thereupon a Voice from Heaven was heard declaring, This high

officer is destined to enter into the world to come.
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8. Haggadah of Pesach
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It happened that Rabbi Eliezer, Rabbi Yehoshua,

Rabbi Elazar ben Azaryah, Rabbi Akiva and Rabbi
Tarphon were reclining [at a seder] in B'nei Berak. They
were discussing the exodus from Egypt all that night, until
their students came and told them: "Our Masters! The time
has come for reciting the morning Shema!"
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9. Tosefta, Pesachim 10:11
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A person must engage in the laws of Pesach all night, even if
is just with him with his son, even it is just him by himself,
and even between him and his student. It happened that
Rabban Gamliel and the Elders were reclining in the house of
Beitos ben Zunin in Lud, and they were involved with the
laws of Pesach the whole night until the call of the rooster.
They removed the tables in front of them and they got up and
went to the the house of study.
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10. Mishnah, Pesachim Chapter 10:5
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Rabban Gamliel would say, whoever has not said
[i.e., explained] these three things on Pesah has not
fulfilled his obligation, and these are: Pesah,
matzah, and maror. Pesah, [the sacrifice] because
the Omnipresent passed over [pasah] the houses of
our fathers in Egypt. Matzah — because our fathers
were redeemed from Egypt. Maror — because the
Egyptians embittered the lives of our fathers in

Egypt.
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11. Mekhilta d’Rabbi Shimon bar Yachai 13:8
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A person must engage in the laws of Pesach all night, even if it
is just him and his son, even by himself and even between him
and his student.
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12. Tosefta, Megilah 4:5
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One asks about the laws of Pesach on Pesach, about the laws of
Atzeret (Shavuot) on Atzeret and about Chag (Sukkot) on Chag
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13. Joseph Tabory, JPS Commentary on the Haggadah, page 38

These two versions seem to reflect two different approaches to what type of discussion was appropriate
for the evening. The approach that was accepted in the standard haggadah was to deal with the history
and legend rather than with halakhah. However, the halakhic approach appears even in the standard
haggadah: the response to the wise child is to teach him the laws of Passover.

14. Mekhilta d'Rabbi Yishmael 13:14:1
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What does the wise son say? "What are the testimonies and
the statutes and the judgments that the L-rd our G-d
commanded us?" — you, likewise, "open" to him in the
halachot of Pesach — "ein maftirin achar hapesach afikoman."
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15. Babylonian Talmud, Horayot 10A
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Rabban Gamliel and R. Yehoshua once traveled on board a
ship. R. Gamaliel had with him some bread only, while R.
Joshua had with him bread and flour. When R. Gamaliel's
bread was consumed he depended on R. Joshua's flour. 'Did
you know', the former asked him, ‘that we should be so much
delayed that you brought flour with you?' The latter answered
him, 'A certain star rises once in seventy years and leads the
sailors astray, and | suspected it might rise and lead us astray.'
"You possess so much knowledge', the former said to him, 'and
yet must travel on board a ship!' The other replied, 'Rather than
be surprised at me, marvel at two disciples you have on land, R.
Eleazar Hisma and R. Johanan b. Gudgada, who are able to
calculate how many drops there are in the sea, and yet have
neither bread to eat nor raiment to put on. He decided to
appoint them as supervisors, and when he landed he sent for
them, but they did not come. He sent for them a second time
and when they came he said to them, 'Do you imagine that |
offer you rulership? It is servitude that | offer you; as it is said,
And they spoke to him saying: If thou wilt be a servant unto
this people this day.
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16. Babylonian Talmud, Moed Katan 27A
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Formerly the [expense of] taking the dead out [to his burial] fell

harder on his near-of-kin than his death so that the dead man's near-
of-kin abandoned him and fled, until at last Rabban Gamaliel came

[forward] and, disregarding his own dignity, came out [to his burial]
in flaxen vestments and thereafter the people followed his lead to

come out [to burial] in flaxen vestments.
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17. Yerushalmi Talmud, Bava Kama 4:3
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The kingdom once sent two officers to study Torah from
Rabban Gamliel and they learned from him Torah, Mishna,
Talmud, laws, and homilies. In the end they said to him,
"your entire Torah is pleasant and praiseworthy except for
these two things: that you say 'a Jewess should not serve as a
midwife to a non-Jew but a non-Jew may serve as a midwife
to a Jewess and a Jewess should not nurse a non-Jewish child
but a non-Jew may nurse a Jewish child in the Jews' home.'
and 'theft from a Jew is prohibited, but from a non-Jew it is
permitted.” Immediately, Rabban Gamilel decreed that theft
from a non-Jew is forbidden due to the desecration of God's
name.
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