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Parashat Vayera – Lot and his Daughters 

Rabbi Aviad Bodner 

1. Bereshit Chapter 19  בראשית פרק י"ט  

29 It happened, when God destroyed the cities of the plain, that 
God remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the middle of 
the overthrow, when he overthrew the cities in which Lot lived. 
30 Lot went up out of Zoar, and lived in the mountain, and his 
two daughters with him; for he was afraid to live in Zoar. He 
lived in a cave with his two daughters. 31 The firstborn said to 
the younger, "Our father is old, and there is not a man in the 
earth to come in to us after the manner of all the earth. 32 Come, 
let's make our father drink wine, and we will lie with him, that 
we may preserve our father's seed." 33 They made their father 
drink wine that night: and the firstborn went in, and lay with her 
father. He didn't know when she lay down, nor when she 
arose. 34 It came to pass on the next day, that the firstborn said to 
the younger, "Behold, I lay last night with my father. Let us 
make him drink wine again, tonight. You go in, and lie with 
him, that we may preserve our father's seed." 35 They made their 
father drink wine that night also. The younger went and lay with 
him. He didn't know when she lay down, nor when she got 
up. 36 Thus both of Lot's daughters were with child by their 
father. 37 The firstborn bore a son, and named him Moab. He is 
the father of the Moabites to this day. 38 The younger also bore a 
son, and called his name Ben Ammi. He is the father of the 
children of Ammon to this day. 

ָעֵרי ַהִּכָּכר,  - ִהים ֶאת- ַוְיִהי, ְּבַׁשֵחת אֱ  כט
- ַאְבָרָהם; ַוְיַׁשַּלח ֶאת-ִהים, ֶאת - ַוִּיְזֹּכר אֱ 

ֶהָעִרים,  -לֹוט, ִמּתֹו ַהֲהֵפָכה, ַּבֲהֹפ ֶאת
ַוַּיַעל לֹוט ִמּצֹוַער   ל.  ָיַׁשב ָּבֵהן לֹוט-ֲאֶׁשר

י ָיֵרא,  ַוֵּיֶׁשב ָּבָהר, ּוְׁשֵּתי ְבֹנָתיו ִעּמֹו, ּכִ 
הּוא, ּוְׁשֵּתי  --ָלֶׁשֶבת ְּבצֹוַער; ַוֵּיֶׁשב, ַּבְּמָעָרה 

ַהְּצִעיָרה,  -ַוּתֹאֶמר ַהְּבִכיָרה ֶאל  לא.  ְבֹנָתיו
ָאִבינּו ָזֵקן; ְוִאיׁש ֵאין ָּבָאֶרץ ָלבֹוא ָעֵלינּו,  

- ְלָכה ַנְׁשֶקה ֶאת לב.  ָהָאֶרץ-ְּכֶדֶר ָּכל
ְוִנְׁשְּכָבה ִעּמֹו; ּוְנַחֶּיה ֵמָאִבינּו,  ִבינּו ַיִין, אָ 

ֲאִביֶהן ַיִין, ַּבַּלְיָלה  -ַוַּתְׁשֶקיןָ ֶאת לג.  ָזַרע
ָאִביָה,  -הּוא; ַוָּתבֹא ַהְּבִכיָרה ַוִּתְׁשַּכב ֶאת

ַוְיִהי,   לד.  ָיַדע ְּבִׁשְכָבּה ּוְבקּוָמּה-ְולֹא
  ַהְּצִעיָרה,-ִמָּמֳחָרת, ַוּתֹאֶמר ַהְּבִכיָרה ֶאל 

- ָאִבי; ַנְׁשֶקּנּו ַיִין ַּגם-ָׁשַכְבִּתי ֶאֶמׁש ֶאת-ֵהן
ַהַּלְיָלה, ּוֹבִאי ִׁשְכִבי ִעּמֹו, ּוְנַחֶּיה ֵמָאִבינּו,  

- ַוַּתְׁשֶקיןָ ַּגם ַּבַּלְיָלה ַההּוא, ֶאת  לה.  ָזַרע
ָיִין; ַוָּתָקם ַהְּצִעיָרה ַוִּתְׁשַּכב ִעּמֹו,  --ִביֶהן אֲ 

ַוַּתֲהֶריןָ ְׁשֵּתי    לו.  ּוְבֻקָמּהָיַדע ְּבִׁשְכָבּה  -ְולֹא
ַוֵּתֶלד ַהְּבִכיָרה ֵּבן,    לז.  לֹוט, ֵמֲאִביֶהן-ְבנֹות

- מֹוָאב, ַעד-הּוא ֲאִבי  ַוִּתְקָרא ְׁשמֹו מֹוָאב:
ִהוא ָיְלָדה ֵּבן,  -ְוַהְּצִעיָרה ַגם לח.  ַהּיֹום

ַעּמֹון,  -ְבֵני הּוא ֲאִבי   ַעִּמי:-ַוִּתְקָרא ְׁשמֹו ֶּבן
 .ַהּיֹום-ַעד

 

2. Devarim Chapter 23  דברים פרק כ"ג  

2 A bastard shall not enter into the assembly of Hashem; even to the 
tenth generation shall none of his enter into the assembly of 
Hashem.3 An Ammonite or a Moabite shall not enter into the 
assembly of Hashem; even to the tenth generation shall none 
belonging to them enter into the assembly of Hashem 
forever: 4 because they didn't meet you with bread and with water in 
the way, when you came forth out of Egypt, and because they hired 
against you Balaam the son of Beor from Pethor of Mesopotamia, to 
curse you. 5 Nevertheless Hashem your God wouldn't listen to 
Balaam; but Hashem your God turned the curse into a blessing to 
you, because Hashem your God loved you. 6 You shall not seek their 
peace nor their prosperity all your days forever.  

ַּגם ּדֹור     :ה’ָיבֹא ַמְמֵזר, ִּבְקַהל -לֹא ג
- לֹא ד   .ה’ָיבֹא לֹו ִּבְקַהל -ֲעִׂשיִרי, לֹא 

ַּגם   ָיבֹא ַעּמֹוִני ּומֹוָאִבי, ִּבְקַהל ה’:
ָיבֹא ָלֶהם ִּבְקַהל ה’  -ּדֹור ֲעִׂשיִרי, לֹא

ִקְּדמּו  -ְּדַבר ֲאֶׁשר לֹא-ַעל ה.  עֹוָלם-ַעד
  , ֶאְתֶכם, ַּבֶּלֶחם ּוַבַּמִים, ַּבֶּדֶר

ְצָרִים; ַוֲאֶׁשר ָׂשַכר ָעֶלי  ְּבֵצאְתֶכם ִמִּמ 
ְּבעֹור, ִמְּפתֹור ֲאַרם -ִּבְלָעם ֶּבן -ֶאת

- אֱ  ה’ָאָבה  - ְולֹא ו.  ְלַקְלֶלּךָ --ַנֲהַרִים
, ִלְׁשֹמַע ֶאל - אֱ  ה’ִּבְלָעם, ַוַּיֲהֹפ -ֶהי

ִּכי    ַהְּקָלָלה, ִלְבָרָכה:-ֶהי ְּל ֶאת
 , ִתְדֹרׁש -לֹא ז.  ֶהי-אֱ  ה’ֲאֵהְב

ָמם, ְוֹטָבָתם, ָּכל , ְלעֹוָלם- ְׁש  .ָיֶמי
 

3. Rabbi Dr. J. H Hertz, The Pentateuch and Haftorahs, Genesis 19:31 

Some commentators state that Lot's daughters believed that the destruction had been universal, and that but 
for them the world would be completely depopulated. This explanation is untenable, seeing that they had 
just left Zoar. Their conduct does not admit of any extenuation; they were true children of Sodom. 
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4. Rashi’s commentary 19:31  פירוש רש"י לפרק י"ט פסוק ל"א  

Our father is old: And if not now, when? Perhaps he will die or 
will no longer be able to beget children. 

and there is no man on earth: They thought that the entire world 
had been destroyed, as in the Generation of the Flood (Gen. Rabbah 
51:8). 

ואם לא עכשיו אימתי,   :אבינו זקן
  :שמא ימות או יפסוק מלהוליד

סבורות היו שכל  :ואיש אין בארץ
העולם נחרב כמו בדור המבול 

 :בראשית רבה פרשה נ"א ח')(
 

5. Commentary of Rabbi David Zvi Hoffmann to Bereshit 
Chapter 19, 31-32 

פירוש רב דוד צבי הופמן לבראשית, פרק  
  ל"ב -י"ט, ל"א

 

 

 
 

 

6. Babylonian Talmud, Nazir 23A   .בבלי נזיר כ"ג  

Rabbah b. Bar Hana, quoting R. Johanan, said: The verse, For the 
ways of the Lord are right, and the just do walk in them,’ but 
transgressors do stumble therein,… is it illustrated by Lot when his 
two daughters were with him. To these [the daughters], whose 
intention it was to do right, [applies], ‘the just do walk in them’, 
whereas to him [Lot] whose intention it was to commit the 
transgression [applies], ‘but transgressors do stumble therein’… But 
[Lot] was the victim of compulsion? — It had been taught on behalf of 
R. Jose son of R. Honi that the dot over the letter waw [‘and’] in the 
word U-bekumah [‘and when she arose’] occurring in [the story of] the 
elder daughter, is to signify that it was her lying down that he did not 
notice, but he did notice when she arose. But what could he have done, 
since it was all over? — The difference is that he should not have 
drunk wine the next evening. 

הושע  ( דכתיב  אמר רבי יוחנן מאי
כי ישרים דרכי ה' וצדיקים   )י יד

ילכו בם ופושעים יכשלו בם? ... 
משל ללוט ושתי בנותיו עמו הן  
שנתכוונו לשם מצוה וצדיקים 

ילכו בם הוא שנתכוין לשם עבירה  
ופושעים יכשלו בם... והא מינס  

תנא משום רבי יוסי בר רב  ! אניס
בראשית  ( חוני למה נקוד על וי"ו

ובקומה של בכירה לומר  )לג יט
שבשכבה לא ידע אבל בקומה ידע  
ומאי הוה ליה למיעבד מאי דהוה  
הוה נפקא מינה דלפניא אחרינא  

 לא איבעי למישתי חמרא 
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  "ק לבראשית יט:לא רד .7

וכן יש להם לחשוב כי שאר הארץ גם כן לא נהפכה. גם שמעו מאביהן כי  שהרי יצאו הם מצוער שלא נהפכה, 
וטוב הוא מה ששמעתי בשם ר' יוסף קרא, כי אמרה הבכירה לא נמצא   סדום ובנותיה מרעת יושביה נהפכה

 בארץ שירצה לקחת אותנו לנשים, כי יאמרו מאנשי ההפכה אלו, אין ראוי להתחבר עמהן 
 

8. Bereshit Chapter 38  בראשית פרק לח  

13 It was told Tamar, saying, "Behold, your father-in-law is going 
up to Timnah to shear his sheep." 14 She took off of her the 
garments of her widowhood, and covered herself with her veil, 
and wrapped herself, and sat in the gate of Enaim, which is by the 
way to Timnah; for she saw that Shelah was grown up, and she 
wasn't given to him as a wife. 15 When Judah saw her, he thought 
that she was a prostitute, for she had covered her face. 16 He 
turned to her by the way, and said, "Please come, let me come in 
to you," for he didn't know that she was his daughter-in-law. She 
said, "What will you give me, that you may come in to me?" 
17 He said, "I will send you a young goat from the flock." She 
said, "Will you give me a pledge, until you send it?" 18 He said, 
"What pledge will I give you?" She said, "Your signet and your 
cord, and your staff that is in your hand." He gave them to her, 
and came in to her, and she conceived by him… 24 It happened 
about three months later, that it was told Judah, saying, "Tamar, 
your daughter-in-law, has played the prostitute; and moreover, 
behold, she is with child by prostitution." Judah said, "Bring her 
forth, and let her be burnt." 25 When she was brought forth, she 
sent to her father-in-law, saying, "By the man, whose these are, I 
am with child." She also said, "Please discern whose are these—
the signet, and the cords, and the staff." 26 Judah acknowledged 
them, and said, "She is more righteous than I, because I didn't 
give her to Shelah, my son." He knew her again no more.  

ִהֵּנה ָחִמי ֹעֶלה    ַוּיַֻּגד ְלָתָמר, ֵלאֹמר: יג
ַוָּתַסר ִּבְגֵדי   יד. ִתְמָנָתה, ָלֹגז צֹאנֹו

ַאְלְמנּוָתּה ֵמָעֶליָה, ַוְּתַכס ַּבָּצִעיף ַוִּתְתַעָּלף,  
ֶּדֶר - ַוֵּתֶׁשב ְּבֶפַתח ֵעיַנִים, ֲאֶׁשר ַעל

  ָגַדל ֵׁשָלה, ְוִהוא,-ִּכי ָרֲאָתה, ִּכי  ִּתְמָנָתה:
ַוִּיְרֶאָה ְיהּוָדה,   טו.  ִנְּתָנה לֹו ְלִאָּׁשה-לֹא

ִּכי ִכְּסָתה,    ַוַּיְחְׁשֶבָה ְלזֹוָנה:
, ַוּיֹאֶמר  -ַוֵּיט ֵאֶליָה ֶאל טז.  ָּפֶניהָ  ַהֶּדֶר
, ִּכי לֹא ָיַדע, ִּכי  -ָהָבה ָּנא ָאבֹוא ֵאַלִי

ִלי, ִּכי  -ִּתֶּתן -ַכָּלתֹו ִהוא; ַוּתֹאֶמר, ַמה
-ַוּיֹאֶמר, ָאֹנִכי ֲאַׁשַּלח ְּגִדי   יז.  ָליָתבֹוא, אֵ 

ִּתֵּתן ֵעָרבֹון  - ַהּצֹאן; ַוּתֹאֶמר, ִאם- ִּזים ִמןעִ 
ַוּיֹאֶמר, ָמה ָהֵעָרבֹון ֲאֶׁשר   יח.  ַעד ָׁשְלֶח

, ּוַמְּט  -ֶאֶּתן , ַוּתֹאֶמר ֹחָתְמ ּוְפִתיֶל ָל
; ַוִּיֶּתן ַוַּתַהר   ָלּה ַוָּיבֹא ֵאֶליָה,-ֲאֶׁשר ְּבָיֶד

ׁש ֳחָדִׁשים, ַוּיַֻּגד   כד  ...לֹו ַוְיִהי ְּכִמְׁש
, ְוַגם   ִליהּוָדה ֵלאֹמר ָזְנָתה ָּתָמר ַּכָּלֶת

ִהֵּנה ָהָרה, ִלְזנּוִנים; ַוּיֹאֶמר ְיהּוָדה,  
ִהוא מּוֵצאת,  כה.  הֹוִציאּוָה ְוִתָּׂשֵרף
ָחִמיָה ֵלאֹמר, ְלִאיׁש  -ְוִהיא ָׁשְלָחה ֶאל

- ֵאֶּלה ּלֹו, ָאֹנִכי ָהָרה; ַוּתֹאֶמר, ַהֶּכר-ֲאֶׁשר
ְלִמי ַהֹחֶתֶמת ְוַהְּפִתיִלים ְוַהַּמֶּטה,  --ָנא

ַוַּיֵּכר ְיהּוָדה, ַוּיֹאֶמר ָצְדָקה   כו.  ָהֵאֶּלה
ְנַתִּתיָה, ְלֵׁשָלה ְבִני; -ֵּכן לֹא -ַעל -ִמֶּמִּני, ִּכי

 ָיַסף עֹוד, ְלַדְעָּתּה -ְולֹא
 

9. Ruth Chapter 3  רות פרק ג  

1Naomi her mother-in-law said to her, "My daughter, shall I not 
seek rest for you, that it may be well with you? 2Now isn't Boaz 
our kinsman, with whose maidens you were? Behold, he 
winnows barley tonight in the threshing floor. 3Therefore wash 
yourself, anoint yourself, get dressed, and go down to the 
threshing floor, but don't make yourself known to the man until 
he has finished eating and drinking. 4It shall be, when he lies 
down, that you shall mark the place where he shall lie, and you 
shall go in, and uncover his feet, and lay down; then he will tell 
you what you shall do." 5She said to her, "All that you say I 
will do." 6She went down to the threshing floor, and did 
according to all that her mother-in-law told her. 7When Boaz 
had eaten and drunk, and his heart was merry, he went to lie 
down at the end of the heap of grain. She came softly, 
uncovered his feet, and laid her down. 8It happened at 
midnight, that the man was startled and turned himself; and 

ִּבִּתי, ֲהלֹא    ֲחמֹוָתּה:ַוּתֹאֶמר ָלּה, ָנֳעִמי   א
ְוַעָּתה,   ב.  ָל-ָל ָמנֹוַח ֲאֶׁשר ִייַטב -ֲאַבֶּקׁש

-ֲהלֹא ֹבַעז ֹמַדְעָּתנּו, ֲאֶׁשר ָהִיית, ֶאת
- ֹּגֶרן ַהְּׂשֹעִרים- הּוא, ֹזֶרה ֶאת- ַנֲערֹוָתיו; ִהֵּנה

ְוָרַחְצְּת ָוַסְכְּת, ְוַׂשְמְּת שמלתך    ג.  ַהָּלְיָלה-
 ( ַתִי וירדתי (ְוָיַרְדְּת) ַהֹּגֶרן;  -- ָעַלִי(ִׂשְמ

תֹו ֶלֱאֹכל  -ַאל ִּתָּוְדִעי ָלִאיׁש, ַעד ַּכ
- ִויִהי ְבָׁשְכבֹו, ְוָיַדַעְּת ֶאת ד .  ְוִלְׁשּתֹות

ָׁשם, ּוָבאת ְוִגִּלית  -ָּמקֹום ֲאֶׁשר ִיְׁשַּכבהַ 
  , ָתיו, ושכבתי (ְוָׁשָכְבְּת); ְוהּוא ַיִּגיד ָל ַמְרְּג

ֹּכל    ַוּתֹאֶמר, ֵאֶליָה: ה.  ר ַּתֲעִׂשיןֵאת ֲאׁשֶ 
ַוֵּתֶרד,   ו.  (ֵאַלי), ֶאֱעֶׂשה      ּתֹאְמִרי -ֲאֶׁשר

ִצַּוָּתה -ַהֹּגֶרן; ַוַּתַעׂש, ְּכֹכל ֲאֶׁשר
ַוּיֹאַכל ֹּבַעז ַוֵּיְׁשְּת, ַוִּייַטב ִלּבֹו,   ז.  ֲחמֹוָתּה

ָּלט,  ַוָּיבֹא, ִלְׁשַּכב ִּבְקֵצה ָהֲעֵרָמה; ַוָּתבֹא בַ 
ָתיו ַוִּתְׁשָּכב ַוְיִהי ַּבֲחִצי   ח.  ַוְּתַגל ַמְרְּג

ַהַּלְיָלה, ַוֶּיֱחַרד ָהִאיׁש ַוִּיָּלֵפת; ְוִהֵּנה ִאָּׁשה,  
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behold, a woman lay at his feet. 9He said, "Who are you?" She 
answered, "I am Ruth your handmaid. Therefore spread your 
skirt over your handmaid; for you are a near kinsman." 10He 
said, "Blessed are you by Hashem, my daughter. You have 
shown more kindness in the latter end than at the beginning, 
inasmuch as you didn't follow young men, whether poor or 
rich. 11Now, my daughter, don't be afraid; I will do to you all 
that you say; for all the city of my people does know that you 
are a worthy woman. 

ָתיו ָאְּת;  -ַוּיֹאֶמר, ִמי ט.  ֹׁשֶכֶבת ַמְרְּג
, ּוָפַרְׂשָּת ְכָנֶפ   ַוּתֹאֶמר, ָאֹנִכי רּות ֲאָמֶת

, ִּכי ֹגֵאל אָ -ַעל ַוּיֹאֶמר, ְּברּוָכה    י.  ָּתהֲאָמְת
- ֵהיַטְבְּת ַחְסֵּד ָהַאֲחרֹון, ִמן-- ִּבִּתי ה’ַאְּת לַ 

-- ֶלֶכת, ַאֲחֵרי ַהַּבחּוִרים-ְלִבְלִּתי   ָהִראׁשֹון:
- ְוַעָּתה, ִּבִּתי ַאל  יא .  ָעִׁשיר-ַּדל, ְוִאם-ִאם

:-ֶאֱעֶׂשהּתֹאְמִרי, -יְרִאי, ֹּכל ֲאֶׁשרִּת  ִּכי    ָּל
 .ַׁשַער ַעִּמי, ִּכי ֵאֶׁשת ַחִיל ָאְּת -יֹוֵדַע ָּכל

 

10. Devarim Chapter 2  'דברים פרק ב  

8 So we passed by from our brothers the children of Esau, who 
dwell in Seir, from the way of the Arabah from Elath and from 
Ezion Geber. We turned and passed by the way of the wilderness of 
Moab. 9 Hashem said to me, "Don't bother Moab, neither contend 
with them in battle; for I will not give you of his land for a 
possession; because I have given Ar to the children of Lot for a 
possession."… 17 that Hashem spoke to me, saying, 18 "You are this 
day to pass over Ar, the border of Moab: 19 and when you come 
near over against the children of Ammon, don't bother them, nor 
contend with them; for I will not give you of the land of the 
children of Ammon for a possession; because I have given it to the 
children of Lot for a possession." 

ֵעָׂשו, - ַוַּנֲעֹבר ֵמֵאת ַאֵחינּו ְבֵני ח 
ַהֹּיְׁשִבים ְּבֵׂשִעיר, ִמֶּדֶר ָהֲעָרָבה, 

ַוֵּנֶפן, ַוַּנֲעֹבר,   ֵמֵאיַלת ּוֵמֶעְצֹין ָּגֶבר;
, ִמְדַּבר מֹוָאב ֵאַלי,   ה’ַוּיֹאֶמר    ט.  ֶּדֶר

ִּתְתָּגר ָּבם, -מֹוָאב, ְוַאל-ָּתַצר ֶאת-ַאל
ֶאֵּתן ְל ֵמַאְרצֹו, -ִּכי לֹא  ִמְלָחָמה:

ָער  -לֹוט, ָנַתִּתי ֶאת-ִּכי ִלְבֵני--ְיֻרָּׁשה
, ֵאַלי  ה’ַוְיַדֵּבר  יז   … ְיֻרָּׁשה
ְּגבּול  -ַאָּתה ֹעֵבר ַהּיֹום ֶאת יח.  ֵלאֹמר

ְוָקַרְבָּת, מּול ְּבֵני   יט.  ָער-מֹוָאב, ֶאת
ִּכי   ִּתְתָּגר ָּבם:-ְּתֻצֵרם, ְוַאל-ַאל--ַעּמֹון

, ְיֻרָּׁשה-ֶאֵּתן ֵמֶאֶרץ ְּבֵני-לֹא -- ַעּמֹון ְל
 .לֹוט, ְנַתִּתיָה ְיֻרָּׁשה-ִּכי ִלְבֵני

  

11. Iggrot Moshe (Rav Moshe Feinstein) Part 8 Page 15  (הרב משה פיינשטיין) שו"ת אגרות משה
  15חלק ח' עמוד 
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12. Commentary of Rabbi David Zvi Hoffmann to Bereshit 
Chapter 19 

  פרק י"ט ,לבראשית רב דוד צבי הופמן פירוש 

 

 
 

13. ArtScroll Chumash (The Stone Edition) Comment on Bereishis 19:31 

Lot's daughters or modest, righteous women whose actions were nobly motivated. Thinking that the rest of 
the world had been destroyed in the upheaval of Saddam and that even czar had been spared only while they 
were there they felt that it was their responsibility to save the human race by bearing children, even though 
the only living male was their own father. The Torah does not label their actions incestuous because they 
sincerely thought that there was no other way to ensure the propagation of the species. Because their 
intentions were pure they merited that among their descendants would be Ruth, ancestress of David, 
Naamah, Queen of Solomon and Mother of Rahoboam, his successor and the next link in the Davidic chain.  

 

14. E. A Speiser, The Anchor Bible, Genesis p. 145 

Popular tales about neighboring peoples are encountered the world over. The product of traditional rivalries, 
local pride, and raw folk humor, they often tend to place the neighbor's character and origin in an 
uncomplimentary, if amusing, light. Was the narrative before us inspired by similar considerations? What 
little evidence there is would seem to contradict such an assumption. 

As they are here portrayed, Lot and his two daughters had every reason to believe that they were the last 
people on earth. From the recesses of their cave somewhere up in the side of a canyon formed by the Earth's 
deepest rift, they could see no proof to the contrary. The young women were concerned with the future of 
the race and they were resolute enough to adopt the only desperate measure that appear to be available. The 
father, moreover, was not a conscious party to the scheme. All of this adds up to praise rather than blame. 

 

 


