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 בס״ד

 
A Tribute to Raymond J. Learsy — Jane Blumenstein 
 
I met Raymond for the first time in November of 2015 at the 
suggestion of Jean-Claude Knebeler, the previous Consule Generale of 
Luxembourg. Jean-Claude knew about Ray’s connection to Ramath 
Orah and Rabbi Serebrenik and felt it was imperative that we meet. Ray 
met me here at the synagogue. Life had taken many twists and turns 
and it had been a long time since he had been inside Ramath Orah. We 
all know what it’s like when you go back to a place that you haven’t 
seen for a long time, especially a place that was part of your formative 
years. It was obvious to me that Ramath Orah held a special place in his 
personal history and in his heart. How could it not? His parents were 
founding members and his father served as a trustee on the board for 
fifteen years. He went to Hebrew School here. He had his bar mitzvah 
here in 1948. In February, 1957, on the front page of the Ramath Orah 
bulletin, there is a beautiful tribute of his father’s service to the 
synagogue upon his decision to step down from the board of trustees. 
It reads, “Mr. Learsy was one of the founding members of our 
synagogue, which he supported with an understanding mind 
throughout the years. In a special message, President Emil Wechsler 
expressed on behalf of his colleagues the hope that “Mr. Learsy will 
give Ramath Orah also in the future the benefit of his sympathetic 
interest and wished him and his family good health and much 
happiness in the future.” This blurb was written in a text box with the 
title, “On the eve of the 15th Anniversary of Ramath Orah.”  
 
After my first meeting with Ray, he immediately made a contribution to 
our capital campaign. Even after so many years, he didn’t think twice 
about supporting us. And as we approached this anniversary 
celebration, he was the perfect choice as an honoree, representing the 
founding generation of CRO. I’m sure your parents, Alfred and Sitty, 
olav ha shalom, are looking down proudly from Olam Habah, as you 
once again grace Ramath Orah with the Learsy spirit of “sympathetic 
interest.” Sixty years after your father stepped off the Board, you are 
stepping back up to receive this honor. Ray, I invite you to come up 
and accept this honor and to say a few words.  


