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 בס״ד

Tribute to Past Presidents — Ann Goldhirsch 
 
As I'm used to saying every week from up here, Welcome, I'm 
Ann Goldhirsch, the 18th and current President of Ramath Orah. I 
am so honored to stand up here, representing the Presidents, as 
we celebrate our 75th Anniversary. Over the past few months as I 
delved into the history of the early years of Ramath Orah, I 
realized how minor the current day-to-day issues I handle as 
President are compared to our founders' obstacles. I deal with 
things such as someone leaving a plate of cholent in the balcony 
or making sure the air conditioner turns off during the Rabbi's 
speech. It's similar to the phrase we use today “first world 
problems,” or what we might call tonight “Third Generation 
problems.” The first Presidents and founders dealt with starting a 
community from scratch after escaping the horrors and 
heartbreak they left behind in Luxembourg and the other 
communities they sought refuge from. They had the vision and 
the willingness to make sacrifices and do the arduous work 
necessary to cobble together this kehillah kedoshah, holy 
community. In the ensuing years, the presidents and volunteers 
who followed in their footsteps upheld the original ideal and 
occupied themselves with all of the tireless labors necessary to 
keep this shul going—the programming and planning, the 
budgeting and fundraising, the community building and 
maintenance of this building, and so much more. They lent their 
voices and expertise to bring us where we are today, and I wish 
to express my hakarat hatov, my heartfelt gratitude to them for 
passing on to me this legacy that we all collectively should be so 
proud of. I realize that only by standing on the shoulders of these 
giants are we able to have the view of this thriving community 
that we are privileged to be a part of. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I would like to take this moment to thank the past presidents, 
many of whom are no longer with us. In their memory and in 
honor of the presidents who join us here or those who could not 
make it, tonight we honor:  



 

 
 

 
 
  

I would like to take this moment to thank the past presidents, many 
of whom are no longer with us. In their memory and in honor of 
the presidents who join us here or those who could not make it, 
tonight we honor:  
Otto Wolf z"l 
Emil Wechsler z"l 
Richard Mandler z"l 
Reuben Coblens z"l 
Jack Zimt z"l 
Abe Friedman z"l 
Jack Neumann z"l 
Siegfried Herzfeld 
Maks Rothstein z"l 
Herbert Gersten z"l 
Simon Blumenthal z"l 
Henry Watkin 
Tibor Herdan 
Manfred Tauber z"l 
Leo Chester z"l 
Jeff Bogursky 
and Jane Blumenstein 
Thank you to all of them and I’m so glad to be here to celebrate 
with all of you tonight. 
 
 


