Rabban Gamliel and Early Christians
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1. Babylonian Talmud, Shabbat 116A

A0P 97 naY Yaa

It was stated in the text: The blank spaces and the Books of the
Minim, we may not save them from a fire. R. Jose said: On
weekdays one must cut out the Divine Names which they
contain, hide them, and burn the rest. R. Tarfon said: May |
bury my son if I would not burn them together with their
Divine Names if they came to my hand. For even if one
pursued me to slay me, or a snake pursued me to bite me, |
would enter a heathen Temple [for refuge], but not the houses
of these [people], for the latter know (of God] yet deny [Him],
whereas the former are ignorant and deny [Him], and of them
the Writ saith, and behind the doors and the posts hast thou set
up thy memorial. R. Ishmael said: [One can reason] a minori: If
in order to make peace between man and wife the Torah
decreed, Let my Name, written in sanctity, be blotted out in
water, these, who stir up jealousy, enmity, and wrath between
Israel and their Father in Heaven, how much more so; and of
them David said, Do not | hate them, O Lord, that hate thee?
And am | not grieved with those that rise up against thee? | hate
then with perfect hatred: I count them mine enemies. And just
as we may not rescue them from a fire, so may we not rescue
them from a collapse [of debris] or from water or from
anything that may destroy them.

PN PN P D) OIPDIN RN

NPT 79N DNIN
DX TP 9IN2 IMIN DY 11

19 IRWM JIM 1AW MDD
IND DNV 22 N NOPN N9V VN

NN ONMIN PIYUN INRY YD

T DTN PONY N2YW MIDIND
D2 WIINY YT WNN NNND PINN
YN DY 11PN DI PN Y dAD

PN IO PN PO POV
N 2ININ 1OV PIND PN
TN NNY NNIM NOTN INKR[]
DYV MVYD NN VP ORVDY TN

MY NNN NN INUND YN P2

V5N DN HY NN NYITPA ANV
1’2 MINM NN NP PIOVNY
05 NNX DY DMIVAY 1PIND IR
TRV RON TIT DN OMIOY NNDI
YN VLVLIPNN TNNMIPNI) NIYN '
DYDY PN DDIND DINNIY NNIY
T2 NPOYITN M9 JMNX PN PRY
NDY NDI90N I KXY ININ PIIND PR

YTANND H2TH NDY DN N

2. Babylonian Talmud, Brachot 11B

N 544 o084

We have learnt elsewhere: The deputy high priest said to them [the
priests], Say one benediction, and they said the benediction and
recited the Ten Commandments, the Shema’, the section ‘And it shall
come to pass if ye hearken diligently’, and ‘And the Lord said’, and
recited with the people three benedictions, viz ., ‘True and firm’, the
benediction of the ‘Abodah, and the priestly benediction. On Sabbath
they said an additional benediction for the outgoing watch. Which is
the ‘one benediction’

‘They recited the Ten Commandments, the Shema’, the sections "And
it shall come to pass if ye diligently hearken™, and "And the Lord
said", "True and firm", the ‘Abodah, and the priestly benediction’.
Rab Judah said in the name of Samuel: Outside the Temple also
people wanted to do the same, but they were stopped on account of
the insinuations of the Minim. Similarly it has been taught: R. Nathan
says, They sought to do the same outside the Temple, but it had long
been abolished on account of the insinuations of the Minim. Rabbah
b. Bar Hanah had an idea of instituting this in Sura, but R. Hisda said
to him, It had long been abolished on account of the insinuations of
the Minim. Amemar had an idea of instituting it in Nehardea, but R.
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Ashi said to him, It had long been abolished on account of the
insinuations of the Minim.
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3. Tosefta, Sotah 13:4
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4. Babylonian Talmud, Sanhedrin 10B

$9 97 1910 ,5vaa

Our Rabbis taught: The year can be intercalated only by a Court
whose members have been appointed for that purpose. It once
happened that Rabban Gamaliel said: ‘Send me up seven [scholars]
early in the morning to the upper chamber [for this purpose].” When
he came in the morning and found eight, he asked: “Who is he who
has come up without permission? Let him go down.” Thereupon,
Samuel the Little arose and said: ‘It was I who came up without
permission; my object was not to join in the intercalation, but because
I felt the necessity of learning the practical application of the law.’
Rabban Gamaliel then answered: ‘Sit down, my son, sit down; you
are worthy of intercalating all years [in need of such], but it is a
decision of the Rabbis that it should be done only by those who have
been specially appointed for the purpose.” — But in reality it was not
Samuel the Little [who was the uninvited member] but another; he
only wished to save the intruder from humiliation.
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5. Masechet Smachot 8:7
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6. Babylonian Talmud, Ta’anit 25B
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Samuel the Little ordained a fast and rain fell before sunrise.
The people thought that it was due to the merit of the
community, whereupon he said to them: I will quote you a
parable. This can be compared to a servant who asked his
master for a gratuity and the master exclaimed, Give it to him,
and let me not hear his voice. Another time Samuel the Little
ordained a fast and rain fell after sunset. The people thought
that it was due to the merit of the community. whereupon
Samuel exclaimed: I will quote you a parable. This can be
compared to a servant who asked his master for a gratuity and
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the master exclaimed, Keep him waiting until he is made
submissive and is distressed, and then give him his gratuity.
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7. Babylonian Talmud, Brachot 28B

:HD 97 M9 ,2Haa

These eighteen are really nineteen? — R. Levi said: The
benediction relating to the Minim was instituted in Jabneh...

Our Rabbis taught: Simeon ha-Pakuli arranged the eighteen
benedictions in order before Rabban Gamaliel in Jabneh. Said
Rabban Gamaliel to the Sages: Can any one among you frame a
benediction relating to the Minim? Samuel the Lesser arose and
composed it. The next year he and he tried for two or three hours
to recall it, and they did not remove him.1 Why did they not
remove him seeing that Rab Judah has said in the name of Rab: If
a reader made a mistake in any of the other benedictions, they do
not remove him, but if in the benediction of the Minim, he is
removed, because we suspect him of being a Min? — Samuel the
Lesser is different, because he composed it.
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8. Mishnah, Avot 4:19

VT MAN ,NMYN

Samuel the Small would say: "When your enemy falls, do not
rejoice; when he stumbles, let your heart not be gladdened.
Lest G-d see, and it will displeasing in His eyes, and He will
turn His wrath from him [to you]" (Proverbs 24:17-18).
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9. Babylonian Talmud, Shabbat 116A

A0P 91 navY Yaa

Now, a certain philosopher lived in his vicinity, and he bore a
reputation that he did not accept bribes. They wished to expose
him, so she [Rabban Gamliel's Sister] brought him a golden
lamp, went before him, [and] said to him, 'l desire that a share
be given me in my [deceased] father's estate.' 'Divide," ordered
he. Said he [R. Gamaliel] to him, 'It is decreed for us, Where
there is a son, a daughter does not inherit.' [He replied], 'Since
the day that you were exiled from your land the Law of Moses
has been superseded and another book given, wherein it is
written, 'A son and a daughter inherit equally.' [no source in
Gospels for this] The next day, he [R. Gamaliel] brought him a
Lybian ass. Said he to them, 'Look at the end of the book,
wherein it is written, I came not to destroy the Law of Moses
nor to add to the Law of Moses' (Matt. 5:17), and it is written
therein, A daughter does not inherit where there is a son. Said
she to him, 'Let thy light shine forth like a lamp.' Said R.
Gamaliel to him, 'An ass came and knocked the lamp over!'
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10. Acts Chapter 5

2T And when they had brought them, they set them before the council: and the high priest asked them,
28 Saying, Did not we straitly command you that ye should not teach in this name? and, behold, ye have
filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bring this man's blood upon us. 2° Then Peter and the
other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God rather than men. * The God of our fathers
raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on a tree. 3 Him hath God exalted with his right hand to be
a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are his
witnesses of these things; and so is also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey him.
33 When they heard that, they were cut to the heart, and took counsel to slay them. 3 Then stood there
up one in the council, a Pharisee, named Gamaliel, a doctor of the law, had in reputation among all
the people, and commanded to put the apostles forth a little space; % And said unto them, Ye men of
Israel, take heed to yourselves what ye intend to do as touching these men... * And now I say unto
you, Refrain from these men, and let them alone: for if this counsel or this work be of men, it will come
to nought: 3° But if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it; lest haply ye be found even to fight against
God. “° And to him they agreed: and when they had called the apostles, and beaten them, they
commanded that they should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go.

11. Acts Chapters 21-22

40, .Paul stood on the stairs, and beckoned with the hand unto the people. And when there was made a
great silence, he spake unto them in the Hebrew tongue, saying, * Men, brethren, and fathers, hear ye
my defence which I make now unto you. ? (And when they heard that he spake in the Hebrew tongue to
them, they kept the more silence: and he saith,) * I am verily a man which am a Jew, born in Tarsus, a
city in Cilicia, yet brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, and taught according to the
perfect manner of the law of the fathers, and was zealous toward God, as ye all are this day.




