
 
Online   Learning   2020-2021  

Frequently   Asked   Questions:  
 
Why   are   we   holding   religious   school   with   online   learning   for   the   fall   vs.   public   schools   possibly  
being   in   person?  
 

In   a   public   school   there   may   be   options   for   indoors,   outdoors,   alternate   spaces,   alternate   days   or   schedules,   and  
reduced   class   sizes.   Currently,   we   cannot   manage   most   of   those   with   the   spaces   we   have   and   the   timeframe   and  
staff   we   can   afford.   Additionally,   our   students,   staff,   and    madrichim    come   to   CKH   from   different   schools   and   districts  
and   we   want   to   minimize   the   risk   of   transmission   of   the   virus   within   our   community.  
 
For   example,   we   have   two   bathrooms   for   the   students   to   use,   but   their   use   requires   touching   the   sinks   and   toilets.  
We   do   not   have   the   budget   at   the   present   time   to   install   touchless   sinks   and   toilets   to    make   them   safer.  
Additionally,   the   cleaning   protocols   before   and   after   classes   would   be   difficult   to   manage   and   the   requirements  
would   make   it   necessary   to   have   additional   cleaning   staff.   We   are   very   aware   of   the   need   to   keep   our   costs   within  
last   year’s   parameters   while   also   keeping   our   students   safe.   
 
We   will   continue   to   assess   the   safety   and   effectiveness   of   different   options.   When   we   know   the   best   course   of  
action   for   the   spring,   we   will   communicate   quickly   and   clearly   with   you.  
 
What   will   the   religious   school   classes   and   curriculum   look   like?  
 

Kindergarten-2nd   graders   will   meet   on   Sundays   as   whole   classes,   including    T’fillah .   The   teachers   and    madrichim  
will   plan   and   provide   individualization   for   age-appropriate   Judaic   learning.  
 
3 rd -6 th    graders   will   have   two   half-hour   Hebrew   and   Judaica   classes   each   week   (Sunday   and   Wednesday).   For  
Hebrew   class,   students   will   meet   with   the   teacher   in   small   groups   (4-6   students).   Individual    madrichim    will   meet  
with   students   in   small   groups   (1-2   students   at   a   time).   For   Judaica,   students   will   participate   in   whole   class   learning.  
The   teachers,    madrichim    and   both   Principals   will   be   in   close   communication   about   students’   progress,   with  
individualization   as   needed.   
 
To   enhance   family-religious   school   communication,   teachers   will   email   weekly   with   class   objectives   and   content.  
Although   the   schedule   will   not   look   the   same   as   when   we   are   in   person,   class   goals   and   objectives   remain  
unchanged.   The   teachers   will   not   be   compromising   the   Hebrew   or   Judaic   content.   To   assist   with   the   Hebrew  
curriculum,    madrichim    will   be   more   involved   in   facilitating   1:1   or   in   small   groups   to   make   the   most   of   the   contact  
time.   For   Judaic   studies,   the   CHAI   Curriculum   is   still   our   primary   resource   and   classes   will   be   more  
activity-centered   and   individualized.  
 
Why   is   school   starting   so   late?  
 

We   always   try   to   optimize   the   placement   of   the   Sunday   and   Wednesday   classes   so   that   we   can   accommodate   the  
students’   regular   school   breaks   and   thereby   maximize   attendance.   We   also   seek   to   create   a   string   of   dates   in   a   row  
whenever   possible,   in   order   to   enhance   continuity.   Thus,   this   year,   it   made   the   most   sense   to   start   right   after   the  
High   Holidays,   with   our   first   break   taking   place   at   Thanksgiving.   The   total   number   of   sessions   of   school   is   the   same  
as   this   past   year,   and   we   will   still   end   before   Memorial   Day.  
 
 
 



What   platforms   will   be   used?  
 

We   will   be   using   a   Zoom   Pro   account   with   breakout   rooms   for   each   Hebrew   class,   Judaica   class   and    T’fillah .  
Hebrew   instruction   will   also   be   individualized.   Other   online   platforms   will   be   used   by   individual   teachers   to   support  
the   curriculum.   
 
What   will   the   school   schedule   look   like?   How   will   I   find   the   link?  
 

See   the   attached   schedule.   We   will   meet   online   each   week   on   Sundays   and   Wednesdays.   For   internet   safety,   we  
will   email   the   Zoom   link   each   week   to   families.   
 
How   will   students   transition   from   class   to   class?  
 

By   using   breakout   rooms   on   Zoom,   we   will   be   able   to   minimize   student   transitions   and   instead   move   the  
teachers/ madrichim    from   room   to   room.  
 
Why   is   the   tuition   the   same   as   last   year?  
 

The   religious   school   expenses   are   primarily   personnel   costs.   These   remain   the   same,   whether   we   are   on-site   or  
on-line.   The   tuition   doesn’t   fully   cover   these   expenses.   The   on-line   class   time   is   almost   the   same   as   on-site   and   will  
include   more   individualized   student   instruction   and   contact   time   with   no   cost   increase.   Our   teachers   are   putting   in   a  
considerable   amount   of   volunteer   time   to   ensure   our   students   have   an   impactful   online   learning   experience.  
 
What   if   my   child   is   uncomfortable   being   on   video?  
 

The   best   way   for   teachers   to   teach   is   to   make   sure   their   students   are   engaged.   When   we   see   their   faces   on   the  
screen,   we   know   how   (whether   or   not)   they   are   responding.   We   strongly   encourage   all   students   to   get   the   most   out  
of   the   online   learning   by   being   visibly   present.   If   there   is   a   learning,   legal   and/or   medical   reason   for   your   child   not   to  
appear   on   screen,   please   contact   either   Principal.  
 
What   if   my   child   struggles   to   learn   online?  
 

If   there   is   a   learning   and/or   medical   reason   for   your   child   not   to   use   online   technology   for   learning,   please   discuss  
with   either   Principal,   and   we   will   work   with   you   to   determine   a   plan   that   will   meet   your   child’s   needs.  
 
What   if   we   have   more   children   than   devices?  
 

Please   contact   either   Principal   to   discuss   resources.  
 
Will   I   need   to   print   my   child’s   study   materials?  
 

Materials   will   be   emailed   to   families   or   printed   versions   can   be   picked   up   in   the   dropbox   outside   of   CKH.  
 
How   will   you   keep   my   child(ren)   engaged?  
 

Our   goal   is   always   to   include   different   modalities   to   present   content,   ranging   from   videos   to   games   to   having  
students   stand   up   and   participate   in   a   short   “scavenger   hunt”   to   find   something   relevant   to   the   topic,   to   giving   each  
child   the   opportunity   to   teach   (share   their   knowledge   or   experiences   with   their   classmates)   to   using   our   breakout  
room   capability   for   small-group   discussion.   
 
How   will   students   develop   and   build   connections   with   their   religious   school   community?  
 

Teachers   and    madrichim    will   plan   and   lead   small-group   and   whole-group   activities   designed   to   continue   building  
and   maintaining   community   and   strong   connections   with   their   fellow   students.   We   hope,   as   conditions   permit,   to  
hold   occasional   in-person   events.   Given   what’s   going   on   in   the   world   today,   it   becomes   even   more   important   that  
your   child(ren)   have   the   opportunity   for   Jewish   community,   Jewish   learning,   and   a   boost   to   their   Jewish   identities.  


