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Kari H. Tuling 
 
9 University Place, Plattsburgh, NY 12901 
kari@ravkari.org 
(518) 572-5854 (mobile) 
blog.ravkari.org 
 
Rabbinical Experience 
 
Rabbi, Temple Beth Israel of Plattsburgh, New York (2012-present) 
 

• Founded a nonprofit start-up called The Oasis Project, an afterschool program for 
providing tutoring and mentoring to homeless kids in temporary housing, created 
through coalition-building with the Interfaith Council, the Department of Social 
Services, the homeless shelter, and three local public school districts. 
 

• Learned new spiritual practices through participation in the Institute for Jewish 
Spirituality’s second cohort, and discovered an interest in integrating movement 
into prayer. At Yom Kippur, I will be introducing a new healing service, in which 
participants are given a short prayer to contemplate as they walk through the 
circuits of a canvas labyrinth.  

 
• Reorganized the congregational religious school, hired a new administrator, and 

worked in partnership to develop a multiple-year curriculum, create an effective 
teacher recruitment strategy, and identify opportunities for increasing parental 
engagement. Our very successful mock seder featured role-playing in which our 
elementary school parents pretended to be ancient Israelites. Last year’s 
enrollment was the highest in ten years. 

 
• Shared the fruits of scholarship within my community, by teaching many varied 

adult education courses; within the Reform movement, by writing for the CCAR 
Press; and within the academic world, by producing scholarly presentations and 
articles. I am currently writing an introductory book of Jewish theology for the 
Jewish Publication Society. 

 
• Developed a relationship with the local state university and gained official 

recognition as the first Jewish Chaplain on campus. I created a program whereby 
our members could each host a Hillel student as their guest at our congregational 
seder.  

 
Mentor, Central Conference of American Rabbis’ mentorship program for new 
colleagues (2016-present) 
 
 
Community Experience 
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President of the Board of Trustees, The Oasis Project, an after school mentoring and 
tutoring program for kids who are currently homeless (2016-present). 
 
Volunteer Chaplain and Community Clergy Representative to the Pastoral Care 
Committee, University of Vermont Champlain Valley Physicians Hospital (2012-present) 

• Represented the needs of minority religious traditions in Plattsburgh; 
• Provided cultural-sensitivity training to the clinical staff. 

 
Vice President of Membership, Women’s Rabbinic Network (2014-2016) 

• Increased membership through a directed email campaign; 
• Spearheaded the effort to automate all aspects of membership and billing, so that 

annual renewals happen automatically.  
 
President, Interfaith Council of Plattsburgh and Clinton County (2013-2015) 

• Developed a relationship with the Department of Social Services, which led to the 
creation of The Oasis Project. 

• Convinced the Bishop of Ogdensburg to let The Oasis Project access the Roman 
Catholic Church’s process for doing background checks on volunteers. 

 
 
Management Experience 
 
Senior Manager, Marketing Communications, Cost Care, Inc., a wholly-owned 
subsidiary of WellPoint, the national division of Blue Cross/Blue Shield of California 
(started in 1990 in a lower position; left in 1998 to go to rabbinical school) 

• Headed the department responsible for sales proposals for major bids and 
communications materials for large employer plans (largest client: the State of 
Georgia State Employees’ Health Plan); 

• Oversaw a line-item budget of $750,000 (marketing) and a pass-through printing 
budget of $2 million (communications); 

• Managed six direct reports. 
 
 
Academic Experience 
 
Chaplain, Adjunct Instructor, and Hillel Co-Advisor, State University of New York 
(2012-present) 

• Engaged with college students through participatory activities such as creating a 
home-cooked Passover meal together; 

• Taught “Introduction to Judaism” for Interdisciplinary Studies and “Women in the 
Bible” for the Honors program. 

 
Adjunct Instructor, University of Cincinnati, Department of Jewish Studies (2006-2011) 

• Taught “Introduction to Judaism,” “Jewish God Concepts,” and “Women in the 
Bible” to undergraduates. 
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Teaching Assistant, HUC-JIR Graduate School (2004) 
• Led the discussion section for “Modern Jewish Thought,” a core course for 

rabbinical students. 
 
 
 
 

Pastoral Care Experience 
 
One Unit of Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE), Jewish Hospital of Cincinnati under the 
auspices of Hebrew Union College – Jewish Institute of Religion (Summer 2001). 
 
 
Education 
 
Doctor of Philosophy in Hebraic and Cognate Studies (June 2013) 
Hebrew Union College – Jewish Institute of Religion, Cincinnati, Ohio 

• Dissertation: “Between Maimonides and Kant: Hermann Cohen’s Religion of 
Reason,” Dr. Barry S. Kogan, first reader; Dr. Michael A. Meyer, second reader.  

 
Master of Philosophy in Hebraic and Cognate Studies (June 2008)  
Hebrew Union College – Jewish Institute of Religion, Cincinnati, Ohio 
 
Rabbinic Ordination (June 2004)  
Hebrew Union College – Jewish Institute of Religion, Cincinnati, Ohio 

• Rabbinical Thesis: “Abraham Joshua Heschel in the Context of His Hasidic 
Heritage,” Dr. Barry S. Kogan, reader. 

 
Master of Hebrew Letters (June 2002)  
Hebrew Union College – Jewish Institute of Religion, Cincinnati, Ohio 
 
Bachelor of Arts in International Relations (May 1990)  
Pomona College, Claremont, California 
 
Semester Abroad (Spring 1989)  
Philipps-Universität Marburg, Federal Republic of Germany 
 
 
Publications  
  
Currently in process: a textbook for the Jewish Publication Society, for their Jewish 
Views series titled Thinking about God. 
 
“Reform Judaism and Philosophy,” solicited for an anthology edited by Dana Evan 
Kaplan (CCAR Press: forthcoming). 
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“Reflections on Suffering in the Work of Hermann Cohen and Emmanuel Levinas,” The 
Search for Meaning (Masorah Matrix Press: Spring 2017). 
 
“Women Rabbis and Developments in Feminist Theology,” The Sacred Calling: 
Reflections on Forty Years of Women in the Rabbinate (CCAR Press: Spring 2016). 
 
“Rethinking the Universal: Jewish Philosophy’s Challenge to General Philosophy,” 
Review of Goetschel, Willi, The Discipline of Philosophy and the Invention of Modern 
Jewish Thought. H-Net Reviews (January, 2014). 
URL: https://www.h-net.org/reviews/showpdf.php?id=38878 
 
“On the Ritual Fringes,” The Marginalia Review of Books (May 23, 2013). 
URL: http://themarginaliareview.com/archives/2591 
 
 
Presentations 
 
“Good and Evil in the Garden of Eden: A Jewish View,” Cron Lecture, (honorarium) 
Sponsored by the Protestant Campus Ministry and Supporting Churches and Judicatories 
in Plattsburgh, NY (November 2015). 
 
“It is Not in Heaven: Reading the Talmud in a Theological Context,” Judith Abrams 
Memorial Lecture, (honorarium) Biennial Conference of the Women’s Rabbinic Network 
in Denver, Colorado (June, 2015). 
 
“She is More Righteous than I: Tamar and the Biblical Conception of Marriage,” Spring 
Symposium, SUNY Plattsburgh Gender and Women’s Studies, in Plattsburgh, NY 
(February, 2015). 
 
“Good and Evil in the Garden of Eden: a Study in Maimonides,” Study Session, Biennial 
Conference of the Women’s Rabbinic Network of the Central Conference of American 
Rabbis, in Longbranch, New Jersey (May 2011). 
 
“Abraham Joshua Heschel in the Context of His Hasidic Heritage,” Panel Presentation, 
Midwest Jewish Studies Association, in Cincinnati, Ohio (September 2006). 
 
 
Honors 
 
Doctoral research grant from the Memorial Foundation for Jewish Culture. 
 
 
References provided upon request. 
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Personal Statement for Kari Tuling 
 
 
Hello, rabbi?  
 
‘Mmmphf,’ I respond. It is 3:28 in the morning, and my mobile phone just rang. I am 
caught in that state between rousing and deep sleep, trying to make sense of the words in 
my ear. The speaker is a maternity nurse from our local hospital.  
 
We have a family here with a question for a rabbi. 
 
That woke me up. ‘I’ll be right there.’ I say, hoping that the words are coming out of my 
mouth clearly enough to be understood.  
 
You don’t have to, says the maternity nurse. They wanted me to call you because they had 
a question for you: if a baby is born who cannot survive on its own, is it acceptable under 
Jewish law to allow the child to die a natural death? Or do we have to start life support?  
 
‘I am coming over,’ I say. ‘I’ll be right there.’ 
 
There are people who engage in the academic study of these questions of halakhah, of 
Jewish law. These scholars do important, necessary, and honorable work by extending 
our knowledge and allowing us to consider difficult situations from the perspective of our 
tradition. Halakhah is not my field; I study theology. I have some sense of what the 
tradition might say in this case, but it is more of an impression than a studied response.  
 
At 3:28 am, however, in the presence of great loss, the nuances of halakhah are not what 
is at stake. The real question is this: may we mourn our child now? They want to know 
how to recover from the devastating news of her imminent death. They want to know 
how to find a bridge back to the people they were just a few days ago.  
 
There is a crowd of people around them when I arrive. You remember us, don’t you, 
rabbi? Yes, I do: they had come to one of our congregational dinners a few months back. 
We were going to join the Temple after the baby was born.  
 
When the decision is made, the crowd disperses, and we are left alone: the couple, the 
child, the mother’s sister, and me. We say a few words and withdraw: this is their time to 
say goodbye to the child they had wanted to raise. 
 
On the elevator ride down, the sister and I are silent at first. I guess God needed another 
angel, she says.  
 
My field is theology. I know, from having spent countless hours with my nose in a book, 
that this kind of theology will lead to a crisis later. Eventually the parents of this child 
will want to know: how could God be so cruel?  
 



So, to answer her: ‘may I give you a hug?’ After the hug, I summon all the love in my 
heart: ‘None of us likes the fact that we live in a world where children can die, but they 
do.’ I pause. I have her full attention. 
 
‘I know that you love your sister dearly, and you will continue to be by her side in the 
weeks, months, and years to follow.’ Another pause. I look her in the eyes. ‘When you 
are in her presence, please do not tell her that God wanted another angel.’ She nods. 
There are tears in her eyes.  
 
‘Instead, when you speak to her, tell her this: Thank God that I was able to be there that 
night to hold your hand. When she wants to know where God was in all of this, let her 
know that God was in the support she received when things went horribly wrong.’ Her 
sister nods again: she understands.  
 
In the eulogy, I say the same thing to all the people gathered there – there are not enough 
chairs to contain them all; people are standing in the aisles – ‘None of us likes the fact 
that we live in a world where children can die. But they do. If you want to know where 
God is, look around at the faces in this room.’  
 
I reread that same eulogy about two years later, to a similar crowd, at the unveiling. As 
we memorialize the infant child, her baby brother is wiggly and engaging.  
 
What we tell ourselves – how we frame our response – defines what is possible, even 
years later. Theology, when it is done well, has the power to be transformative. 
 
When that call comes in – Hello, rabbi? – I want to answer. 
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