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The parsha this week picks up the story of the Exodus where we left off last week. 
Pharaoh did not take kindly to Moshe Rabbeinu’s suggestion that the Jews should leave 
and instead, increased their workload. Moshe Rabbeinu complained that his efforts 
were counterproductive, and Hashem responded by telling him that things are going to 
get moving and the Jews will be redeemed. It is at the beginning of this week’s parsha 
that we find the four expressions of redemption. What follows is what grabbed my 
attention. Moshe Rabbeinu shares with the Jewish People Hashem’s inspirational 
message of salvation and the Torah reports: ולא שמעו אל משה מקצר רוח ומעבודה קשה – they 
did not listen to Moshe because of their shortness of breath and the difficult work. In 
other words, the Jewish People were suffering so greatly that they could not even hear 
and process the words of hope and salvation that were intended to give them strength. 

After a paragraph break, Hashem instructs Moshe to return to Pharaoh and order him 
to send the Jewish People from his land. Moshe Rabbeinu resists with the following 
response: הן בני ישראל לא שמעו אלי ואיך ישמעני פרעה ואני ערל שפתים – Even the Jewish People 
did not listen to me, so how could we expect Pharaoh to listen to me when I have a 
speech impediment. Rashi explains that Moshe Rabbeinu was formulating a logical 
argument called a kal v’chomer. If the Jewish People wouldn’t listen, who have a vested 
interest in the message, there is no way that Pharaoh would listen who has no incentive 
to release the Jewish People from slavery. 

From Moshe Rabbeinu’s response, it seems that there is a different reason why B’nai 
Yisroel didn’t listen to him. It was not due to the backbreaking labor and torture that 
they were enduring, rather it is because he was not an inspiring speaker due to his 
speech impediment. So, the question is, what was the actual reason that B’nai Yisroel 
didn’t listen? Was it because they didn’t have the mental space in their head to listen or 
because Moshe Rabbeinu had a difficult time expressing himself due to his speech 
impediment? 

The Kli Yakar addresses this question with the following explanation. The real reason 
why the Jewish People could not hear Moshe Rabbeinu’s words of hope was due to the 
hard work and torture they were forced to endure. Moshe Rabbeinu, however, 
mistakenly thought that the B’nai Yisroel could not process his words because he 
thought that the Jewish People weren’t interested in leaving Egypt. The Kli Yakar 
references the midrash, cited by Rashi (Shemos 10:22) that reports that many Jews died 
during the plague of darkness because they weren’t interested in leaving Egypt. As bad 
as it was, it was what they were familiar with and didn’t want to go. Therefore, Moshe 
Rabbeinu argued to Hashem, if the Jewish People aren’t interested in leaving Egypt, 
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why would Pharaoh listen to my directions that he should send out the Jewish People. 
This perspective helps us understand the next pasuk where Hashem instructs Moshe 
Rabbeinu to command B’nai Yisroel and Pharaoh to take the Jews out of Egypt. The 
reason he was going to speak to B’nai Yisroel and Pharaoh was because from Moshe 
Rabbeinu’s perspective, both the Jewish People and Pharaoh had to be convinced to 
leave/send away the Jewish People. 

I would like to suggest that there aren’t two explanations why the Jewish People didn’t 
listen, one the truthful one and the other Moshe Rabbeinu’s mistaken explanation. 
Rather, the two explanations are two sides of the same coin. Our behaviors and 
attitudes are not formed based on one piece of information or one experience, they are 
the result of many experiences. When asked, we may give one explanation for what we 
are doing or why we think the way we do, but if we were to dig deeper, we would 
realize that it is the result of many experiences and pieces of information. Our mindset 
and thinking are a composite of all of our experiences. Our perspective takes into 
account the totality of our lives. Some of those experiences we are conscious of and 
others are subconscious, and we do not realize that they are they influencing our 
thinking process, but they are present and exerting influence. 

Communication occurs on many levels and only a small part of that relates to the words 
that one uses. Imagine that you are under pressure. It could stem from work deadlines, 
financial pressures or health issues. Whatever the source, intense pressure is something 
that we have experienced, probably many times, over the course of our lives. Imagine 
that in the midst of all that, when the pressure is building, you attend a shiur, or come 
to shul and listen to the rabbi’s droshah. How much of that droshah do you hear, 
process and retain? Probably, very little. When someone asks you about the droshah or 
the shiur, what do you respond? “I was too distracted by the pressures in my life to 
listen.” Maybe, but more likely, we said something like, “The droshah wasn’t 
inspiring,” “The shiur wasn’t interesting.” “It was a boring talk,” etc. We say one thing, 
which may be true, but our verbal communication captures only a small portion of 
what we are thinking. The droshah or shiur may have not been inspiring or interesting, 
but the more primary reason the talk did not resonate is the fact that the pressures of 
life did not leave us with much brain power to listen and appreciate it. 

I think the Torah is sharing with us an example of this phenomenon. B’nai Yisroel could 
not hear Moshe Rabbeinu’s words of hope or salvation because they were lacking the 
presence of mind to hear him. Someone who is tortured and suffering to the degree that 
the Jewish People were in Egypt, doesn’t have the thinking part of their brain online to 
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be able to hear that message. However, they may not have even realized that this was 
occurring and that they were in such a state of mind. As far as they were concerned, 
they wanted to hear a message of hope. The more overt and superficial explanation was 
rooted in the fact that Moshe Rabbeinu had a speech impediment which hindered his 
ability to communicate effectively and inspire them. That was the one that they were 
able to express and that was the one that they communicated. 

This is essential to keep in mind when we are talking with others. We have to realize 
that there is more depth of thought to what is going on and even what the person is 
offering verbally. It requires effort to search for a deeper meaning and easy to just take 
the words that are used and assume that they reflect the sum total of what is going on. 
People are complex, their thinking and behavior is complex and when interacting with 
others, it is imperative to keep that in mind to be able to understand where they are 
coming from. 
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