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The Kli Yakar points out a number of curious things about a few of pesukim in the 
middle of parshas Pekudei. One pasuk states (39:32):   ותכל כל עבודת משכן אהל מועד ויעשו בני

 And they completed all the labor of the mishkan, the – ישראל ככל אשר צוה ה' את משה כן עשו
Tent of Meeting, and Bnai Yisroel had done everything that Hashem commanded 
Moshe. Later (39:42) the Torah states: ככל אשר צוה ה' את משה כן עשו בני ישראל את כל העבודה – 
Like everything that Hashem commanded Moshe, so did Bnai Yisroel do all the labor. 
Finally, the Torah declares (39:43): אותה כאשר צוה ה' כן עשו  רא משה את כל המלאכה והנה עשו וי

 And Moshe saw all of the work and behold, they had done it as – ויברך אותם משה
Hashem had commanded, so had they done! And Moshe blessed them. 

The observation the Kli Yakar points to is that in the first two pesukim the Torah uses the 
word עבודה – labor, but in the third pasuk the Torah uses the term מלאכה – work. Why 
does the Torah switch terminology? Additionally, the second and third pesukim seem 
redundant and repetitive. They both declare that Bnai Yisroel did all of the work/labor 
of the mishkan. Why then repeat the pesukim? The Kli Yakar notes that the Ramban 
explains that the pasuk that uses the term מלאכה refers to the construction of the mishkan 
whereas the pasuk that uses the term עבודה refers to the utensils that were used in the 
service (עבודה) performed in the mishkan. Although this is true, it does not explain the 
redundancy in that the Torah repeats three times that Bnai Yisroel did what they were 
instructed to do. 

The Kli Yakar says that the key to understanding these pesukim is the midrash which 
equates the construction of the mishkan and the work of creation. In creation, after each 
item was created the Torah informs us that Hashem looked at it and declared that it was 
good. Then when all of creation is completed, the Torah repeats and says (Bereishis 
אלוקים את כל אשר עשה והנה טוב מאדוירא   :(1:31  – And Hashem saw all the He made, and it 
was very good. If Hashem already declared each individual thing as good, why repeat 
at the end of creation that everything was very good? The answer is that there are some 
things that are good when they are by themselves, but when they are mingled with 
other things, they are not good. Meat is good and milk is good, but combined they are 
not good. Accordingly, Hashem notes that each creation, by itself, was good, meaning, 
individually, it was a good creation. After everything was created, Hashem looked at 
the totality of creation –  אשר עשהכל  and declares והנה טוב מאד – and it was very good, 
meaning, that everything was good and the different creations had a harmonious 
existence. 

The same thing applies regarding the mishkan. In the first pasuk (39:32) the Torah 
declares that each one of the components of the mishkan was good and manufactured 
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exactly as Hashem had instructed. However, that does not tell us whether each of the 
utensils were arranged in a manner that they worked in conjunction with one another to 
complete the goal of the mishkan. To address that point, the second pasuk repeats (39:42): 
Like everything that Hashem commanded Moshe, so did Bnai Yisroel do all the labor. 
There was a collective good in the arrangement of the individual utensils. Finally, the 
Torah switches terms from עבודה to מלאכה. In contrast to the term עבודה which is used in 
reference to what a servant does for his master, the term מלאכה is used regarding 
something that a worker makes for himself. For example, the Torah says (Bereishis 2:2) 
 And Hashem finished His work on the 7th day – ויכל אלוקים ביום השביעי מלאכתו אשר עשה
that He did. Similarly, the completion of the mishkan is an event that parallels creation, 
and it is considered work which we are doing for ourselves, rather than for Hashem. 
The avodah or service of the mishkan would be for Hashem but building and 
manufacturing the mishkan is our own handiwork and thus warrants the use of the term 
melachah. 

In what way is the mishkan a parallel to creation? The purpose of creation was to give 
mankind, the pinnacle of creation, the opportunity to connect and attach with the 
greatest good, Hashem, Himself. In other words, to achieve deveikus. The totality of 
creation is to facilitate that outcome. All of the melachah that Hashem did in the course 
of the six days of creation was to lay the foundation for mankind to achieve deveikus 
(attachment) with Hashem. Hashem provided all of the resources needed for mankind 
to achieve that ultimate goal. The mishkan was also designed by Hashem to facilitate the 
same outcome. It is designed to allow mankind to connect and achieve deveikus with 
Hashem. The blueprints, the different materials and utensils are all Divinely designed 
for the purpose of assisting the Jewish People achieve deveikus with Hashem. 

This provides us with important insight as far as these parshiyos are concerned. When 
we go through Terumah, Tetzaveh, VaYakhel and Pekudei, it can seem tedious. So 
many weeks of reading about utensils, structures and clothing. Four parshiyos is a lot of 
material and seemingly there is not much to take home with us. It seems technical 
without much inspiration. It was relevant in the past when they had a mishkan but it 
lacks eternal relevance. 

However, we must bear in mind that what we are reading is a description of how to 
connect with Hashem. Every utensil, structure and garment has deep meaning and 
facilitates the goal of the melacha of the mishkan which is to connect with Hashem. In this 
regard the construction of the mishkan is a continuation of the melachah Hashem did 
when He created the world and facilitates realizing those goals. Sadly, we are so distant 
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from having a mishkan or bais hamikdash that we find it difficult to connect and translate 
these ideas into something that is practical and relevant in our lives, but we should 
perceive that as a shortcoming in our understanding rather than a shortcoming of the 
Torah. The reason Hashem included all of these technical details is because they contain 
fundamental elements of creation, the physical world and how to use the physical 
world to connect with Hashem. 

 

By Elizabeth and Ralph Silver in memory of Ralph's Father Tuvia ben 
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