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ָין, ְוֵאינֹו ִנְכָנס ְלתֹו  ִׁשְבָעה ְדָבִרים ַּבֹּגֶלם ְוִׁשְבָעה ֶבָחָכם. ָחָכם ֵאינֹו ְמַדֵּבר ִּבְפֵני ִמי ֶׁשהּוא ָגדֹול ִמֶּמּנּו ְבָחְכָמה ּוְבִמנְ 
ָלָכה, ְואֹוֵמר ַעל ִראׁשֹון ִראׁשֹון ְוַעל ַאֲחרֹון ַאֲחרֹון, ְוַעל ַמה  ִּדְבֵרי ֲחֵברֹו, ְוֵאינֹו ִנְבָהל ְלָהִׁשיב, ׁשֹוֵאל ָּכִעְנָין ּוֵמִׁשיב ַּכהֲ 

  ֶּׁשּלֹא ָׁשַמע, אֹוֵמר לֹא ָׁשָמְעִּתי, ּומֹוֶדה ַעל ָהֱאֶמת. ְוִחּלּוֵפיֶהן ַּבֹּגֶלם

[There are] seven things [characteristic] in a clod, and seven in a wise man: A wise 
man does not speak before one who is greater than he in wisdom, And does not 
break into his fellow’s speech; And is not hasty to answer; He asks what is relevant, 
and he answers to the point; And he speaks of the first [point] first, and of the last 
[point] last; And concerning that which he has not heard, he says: I have not heard; 
And he acknowledges the truth. And the reverse of these [are characteristic] in a clod. 

The mishnah draws a contrast between a chochom and a golem. What is essential is to 
understand `who is a golem. The commentary Magen Avos notes that the mishnah did 
not contrast the chochom with, for example, an am ha’aretz. The reason is that an am 
ha’aretz is someone who lacks wisdom and Torah knowledge altogether. If you look at 
the list of traits characteristic of a chochom enumerated in our mishnah, you will note that 
they assume that one has knowledge to share. For example, the first trait is that a 
chochom does not speak before someone who is greater than he is in wisdom. The 
mishnah addresses someone with wisdom but not the wisest in the room. Later on in the 
mishnah the trait of responding to the first point first and the last point last assumes that 
one has the correct answers, he is just not demonstrating wisdom in the manner in 
which he shares his wisdom. An am ha’aretz does not have wisdom to share and thus he 
is not the subject of the contrast the mishnah is making. 

A golem is someone who possesses wisdom but is not yet polished in his behavior. 
Magen Avos likes it to a knife or a sword. In the process of manufacturing a knife the 
metal is shaped into a knife before it is sharpened and polished. The knife in that raw 
state is called גלמי. Similarly, the term is used for a fetus whose limbs have not yet been 
formed. When used in our mishnah it refers to a student who has spent years studying 
and mastering Torah but that wisdom has not yet fully settled. It is someone who is 
book-smart but lacks the social grace expected of a chochom. His immaturity and lack of 
polish expresses itself in his interactions with others. 

My two favorite are the last ones. Many people have the mistaken notion that someone 
who is a chochom should know everything and be above error. The mishnah is teaching 
the opposite. Those who think that one must know everything to earn the title chochom 
feel compelled to cover up what they do not know and are unwilling to admit when 
they are wrong for fear of being discovered that they are, in fact, not chochomim. 
However, someone who is a real chochom understands that he cannot know everything 
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and makes mistakes. His confidence in his abilities allows him to be comfortable in his 
ignorance and thus is ready to admit that there are things that he does not know and 
has no issue acknowledging that he made a mistake. The mishnah is, once again, 
emphasizing that being a chochom has more to do with one’s attitude towards wisdom 
than it does with acquisition of actual knowledge and book smarts. 


