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ֶאֶרץ. ְוָכל ַהּפֹוֵרק ִמֶּמּנּו  ַרִּבי ְנחּוְנָיא ֶּבן ַהָּקָנה אֹוֵמר, ָּכל ַהְמַקֵּבל ָעָליו ֹעל ּתֹוָרה, ַמֲעִביִרין ִמֶּמּנּו ֹעל ַמְלכּות ְוֹעל ֶּדֶר 

 :ֹעל ּתֹוָרה, נֹוְתִנין ָעָליו ֹעל ַמְלכּות ְוֹעל ֶּדֶר ֶאֶרץ

Rabbi Nechunya ben Hakanah said: whoever takes upon himself the yoke of the 
Torah, they remove from him the yoke of government and the yoke of worldly 
concerns, and whoever breaks off from himself the yoke of the Torah, they place 
upon him the yoke of government and the yoke of worldly concerns. 

A glaring question about this mishnah is that R’ Nechunya ben Hakanah, who seemingly 
is highlighting the importance of Torah study, does not mention the reward for those 
who accept upon themselves the yoke of Torah study. He only mentions what a person 
who makes such a commitment will be saved from, but does not address the reward 
that he will be granted. Why not mention the great reward that is in store for someone 
who makes a binding commitment to study Torah? Furthermore, why does he specify 
that a person will be saved from the yoke of the government and worldly concerns 
rather than other burdens and difficulties? 

The sefer Nachalas Avos explains that R’ Nechunya ben Hakanah was addressing the 
debate that has been going on since this perek began. The previous tannaim were all 
addressing the ideal manner to avoid sin. In the first mishnah Akavya ben Mehalalel 
taught that by meditating upon three things one can avoid sin, 1) where do you come 
from, 2) where are you going and 3) before whom will you give a reckoning. This is 
called derech eretz or worldly concerns. In the next mishnah R’ Chanina Segan 
HaKohanim taught that one should pray for the well-being of the government for 
protection. In our mishnah’s terminology this is accepting the yoke of the government. 
The next three tannaim emphasized the importance of Torah study and the protection 
that Torah study provides. 

R’ Nechunya ben Hakanah decides that he will play the role of the decisor in this debate 
and follows the majority opinion. He is not coming to extol the virtues of Torah study 
by emphasizing, for example, the reward for those who study Torah or enumerating the 
different types of protection the Torah provides. His intent was to weigh in on the 
debate that has been unfolding in this perek. Therefore, he writes that someone who 
accepts upon himself the yoke of Torah, in accordance with the majority opinion, will 
remove from himself the yoke of government, mentioned by R’ Chanina Segan 
HaKohanim and the yoke of worldly concerns, as mentioned by Akavya ben Mehalalel. 

According to this understanding, R’ Nechunya ben Hakanah is not teaching that one 
who commits to study Torah does not have to worry about taxes or something similar. 
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Rather, he is saying that the ideal way to position oneself to refrain from sin is to study 
Torah. However, if one does not make that commitment, he will have to use another 
means to refrain from sin. One approach is to realize that many sins carry governmental 
consequences (e.g., tickets or prison) and that can serve to keep one from sin. 
Alternatively, one can busy himself with worldly concerns so that one does not have 
time to sin. 
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