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ְל ָחֵבר, ֶוֱהֵוי ָדן ֶאת ָּכל   ְיהֹוֻׁשַע ֶּבן ְּפַרְחָיה ְוִנַּתאי ָהַאְרֵּבִלי ִקְּבלּו ֵמֶהם. ְיהֹוֻׁשַע ֶּבן ְּפַרְחָיה אֹוֵמר, ֲעֵׂשה ְל ַרב, ּוְקֵנה
 ַכף ְזכּות ָהָאָדם לְ 

Yehoshua ben Perachyah and Nittai HaArbelite received [the oral tradition] from them. 
Yehoshua ben Perachyah used to say: appoint for yourself a teacher, and acquire for 
yourself a companion and judge all men with the scale weighted in his favor. 

Yehoshua ben Perachyah presents three ideas, each one independently worthy of 
discussion. Another important matter to consider is the different verbs used in the 
mishnah. Regarding a teacher, we are told to “appoint” a teacher and yet when it comes 
to a friend, we are told to “acquire” a friend. Often times the opposite occurs, we pay 
our teachers but buying friends usually means that the friendship is not real. This 
difference is also a topic that is thoroughly addressed by the commentators. What I 
would like to address is why these three topics are grouped together. What is the 
common denominator that links together these three important principles? 

I think that Yehoshua ben Perachyah is presenting the components necessary to 
develop and actualize one’s potential. There are different types of relationships that we 
have in our lives and each one is intended to contribute in a different way to our 
existence and personality. Each connection shapes and molds our personality, so that 
we should be able to actualize our potential and tap into the strengths that Hashem 
gifted to us. The first stage in all of our lives is to acquire a teacher. A teacher isn’t 
someone who possesses more knowledge than us. A teacher is anyone who helps shape 
our perspective and way of looking at things. The Piacezna Rebbe zt”l explains that a 
melamed is someone who teaches information, whereas a mechanech is someone who 
helps one actualize their potential. The melamed downloads information into the 
student’s mind but a mechanech uploads the student’s potential the is currently dormant 
and activates it. Everyone needs a teacher. At different stages of our lives we must learn 
to adapt to different situations and a teacher is someone who assists us in navigating 
the unknown. 

The next relationship involves our peers. There are different types of friends. I often 
differentiate between acquaintances and friends. An acquaintance is someone with 
whom you share a common experience. Classmates, and coworkers often fall into this 
category. One interacts and shares experiences with them but once you graduate or no 
longer work together, the relationship fades away. Friends, on the other hand, do not 
require shared experiences. It is a deep emotional connection that exists outside of time 
and place. It is someone that you can lose touch with for a period of time but when you 
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connect again, you pick up the relationship and closeness, exactly where it was. Actual 
friends contribute significantly towards a person’s development. Most often it is with 
friends that one explores their thoughts and ideas. It is where we feel comfortable 
testing our theories and approach to life. It is with friends that we explore the essential 
questions of our lives. True friends contribute significantly towards one another’s 
growth. Choni HaMeagel famously declared או חברותא או מיתותא – if he cannot have 
friends with whom to learn and debate matters of Torah, he will choose death. Friends 
keep us grounded and greatly assist us realizing our potential. 

Lastly, we have our relationships with people, in general. The specific aspect of our 
relationship with others highlighted in this mishnah is the attitude we are to adopt as we 
look at others. It is essential to develop a positive perspective and attitude towards 
others. Having a positive outlook towards others is not something that should be 
underestimated. Our happiness and contentment are closely linked to how we see 
others. One who judges everyone negatively will not be capable of having meaningful 
relationships since everyone is bad. One who is incapable of having relationships will 
not benefit from what others have to offer and this will handicap one’s growth and 
development. 


