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This Shabbos is an unusual Shabbos. Generally, parshas miketz occurs on Chanukah. It 
does not coincide with Shabbos in years when Rosh Hashanah occurs on Shabbos and 
Marcheshvan and Kislev are 29-day months, as opposed to 30 day months. 
Furthermore, it only occurs when the first day of Chanukah falls on Friday. I looked it 
up the last time this occurred, and it has been 20 years since the last time that Chanukah 
did not coincide with parshas miketz. What this means for us is that it has been twenty 
years since we read this haftorah and it contains one of the more famous stories from 
Tanach, so I will take advantage of the opportunity and discuss it. 

The haftorah contains the story of the beginning of Shlomo HaMelech’s reign. He 
ascended the throne at the age of 12. Hashem asked Shlomo what he wants and as we 
know, Shlomo HaMelech asked for wisdom and it was granted. The haftorah begins 
when Shlomo HaMelech arises from that dream. The story that we read is about the two 
prostitutes who give birth and one night one woman discovers that her child died so, 
allegedly, she switches her deceased baby with her friend’s living baby. After both 
women present their arguments, Shlomo HaMelech asks for a sword. Upon the arrival 
of the sword Shlomo HaMelech gives the instruction to divide the baby in two and each 
woman will receive half the baby. Interestingly, the midrash (Koheles Rabbah 10:16) 
relates that Shlomo HaMelech introduced his ruling with the following introduction. 
Hashem saw that one day there will be two women who will disagree about who is the 
actual mother of a disputed baby. For that reason, Hashem gave people two eyes, two 
ears, two nostrils, two hands and two legs. All of this was planned by Hashem to allow 
Shlomo HaMelech to divide the baby in two parts and each woman would receive an 
equal portion. 

Upon hearing of Shlomo HaMelech’s intention to cut her baby in two, the mother could 
not bear the verdict that her baby should be cut in two and withdrew her claim. “Give 
her the living baby, but don’t kill him.” Interestingly, the other woman didn’t take her 
friend up on the offer and instead insisted that Shlomo HaMelech divide the baby in 
two. Commentators struggle to explain why she didn’t simply take the baby and go 
home. However, as we know, Shlomo HaMelech had enough information to declare 
that the woman who pleaded that he not cut the baby in two is the real mother and the 
baby must be returned to her. The pasuk then relates that when the nation heard about 
Shlomo HaMelech’s ruling, they realized that he possessed Hashem’s wisdom.  

Commentators wonder about how this incident demonstrates that Shlomo HaMelech 
possessed Divine Wisdom. It was a clever way of discerning the truth, Reminiscent of 
Perry Mason or perhaps Columbo but seemingly, it does not demonstrate something 
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more than a deep understanding of human nature. I don’t mean to belittle the value of 
that but how does that represent Divine Wisdom that everyone acknowledged? 

The Abarbanel explains that as soon as the women walked into the courtroom, Shlomo 
HaMelech looked at them and could already discern who was the mother of the baby. 
Furthermore, even before either one of the women said anything, he commented to 
others which woman is the mother of the baby and which woman is lying. The trial and 
the method he used with the sword was merely to demonstrate to others which woman 
was telling the truth and which one was lying, but Shlomo HaMelech knew already in 
advance. 

The Gaon Chida suggests a completely different approach. Shlomo Hamelech never 
intended to use a sword to cut the baby in half. It is absurd to think that Shlomo 
HaMelech would issue such a verdict and who would agree to carry through with such 
a verdict. Rather he ruled that the baby should be sold as a slave and the proceeds of 
the sale will be divided between the two women. Accordingly, when the mother 
protested and said give the baby to the other woman her intent was that she did not 
want her son to be sold as a slave and would rather give him away to another woman 
than allow him to become a slave1. 

I think the reason we read this haftorah on parshas miketz is that in the parsha we find that 
Yosef also demonstrated incredible insight. Yosef HaTzadik does something unusual 
that commentator’s question. Yosef was asked to interpret dreams which he did. 
However, when he finished interpreting the dream, he proceeded to offer some 
unsolicited advice. He advised Pharaoh how to manage the economy during the years 
of plenty to prepare for the years of famine. Why did Yosef, someone just released from 
prison, take it upon himself to do anything more than what was asked of him? It sounds 
like a lot of chutzpah. 

The Dubno Magid offers the following explanation. Yosef knew that when he finishes 
his interpretation, and in a sense showed up Pharaoh’s advisors, they may talk to 
Pharaoh and convince him dismiss his interpretation. Undoubtedly, Pharaoh would 
listen to his trusted advisors, even if they could not interpret this dream. To counter that 
Yosef told Pharaoh that he should find a wise person to run the economy as well 
appoint others who would assist in managing the storage of the grain for the next seven 
years. Hearing that Pharaoh will need wise people and those people will have power 

 
1 The Gaon Chida further elaborates on the meaning of the mother when she said, and don’t kill him”, is 
that was never Shlomo HaMelech’s intent. 
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and authority, stimulates their yearning for power and authority. Understanding that 
they can be elevated and undoubtedly receive a raise in salary, they all eagerly 
supported Yosef’s advice. This is clear from the pasuk that says (41:37) that the matter 
wound favor in Pharaoh’s eyes as well as the eyes of his advisors. Rather than generate 
resentment with his advice, Yosef was able to win them over and make them part of his 
team. Knowing that they stood to gain something by following his advice, they became 
advocates and strong supporters for the cause, and this guaranteed that his 
interpretation and advice would be followed. 

As I mentioned, I think this is the common denominator between the parsha and the 
haftorah. It is unfortunate that we cannot highlight this more often but it is important to 
remember that our leaders did not simply inherit their positions and authority but it 
was something they earned by their insight and deep understanding of human nature. 

To sponsor future drashos, please contact Ralph Siegel (ralph@siegel5.com) or Ellen Cohen 
(ecohen1916@gmail.com) 


