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The parsha recounts the battle that Avrohom Avinu waged against S’dom to save his 
nephew, Lot. Following that battle, Hashem assures Avrohom Avinu that all will be 
good. Avrohom Avinu expresses concern that he has no offspring and that his servant, 
Eliezer stands to inherit his legacy. At that point, the Torah relates ויוצא אותו החוצה – he 
took him outside and assured him that his descendants will be as numerous as the stars. 
If Hashem merely wanted to inform Avrohom that he would have descendants as 
numerous as the stars, why was it necessary to take him outside? Does Avrohom Avinu 
not know how numerous the stars in the sky are that Hashem had to show that to him? 

The Gemara in Nedarim (32a) explains that Hashem was informing Avrohom Avinu 
that although it may be true that your mazal indicates that you will not have offspring, 
that mazal, however, is limited to Avram but Avrohom will have offspring. The reason 
is אין מזל לישראל – mazal does not affect Yisroel. Conventionally, the principle   אין מזל

 ,is understood to mean that Jews are outside of the influences of mazal. However לישראל
Rav Meir Simcha of D’vinsk, in his work Meshech Chochmah, offers a fascinating 
understanding of this principle. The collective unit of the Jewish People are not subject 
to the influences of mazal but individual Jews are subject to mazal. When Hashem 
informed Avrohom Avinu that as Avrum he would not have children but as Avrohom 
he would have descendants, it was not merely a name change that affected that change. 
The change of name from Avrum to Avrohom was a change of the very character of 
Avrohom Avinu. When the name change occurs (Bereishis 17:5), it is introduced by 
Hashem saying כי אב המון גוים צתתיך – for I have made you the father of a multitude of 
nations. In other words, the name change represented a change of Avrohom Avinu 
from an individual, who is subject to the influence of mazal, to someone who now 
represents all of Klal Yisroel. Once he is representative of the nation, he is outside of the 
influence of mazal and will have offspring. According to the Meshech Chochmah, the 
principle  אין מזל לישראל uses the name ישראל specifically because that is the term used for 
the collective Jewish People. 

I would suggest that everyone has the same two roads ahead of them. You can be 
someone who lives and yearns to grow individually, or one can be someone who is 
dedicated to the klal and the collective good of the Jewish People. By coincidence, 
meaning Divine Providence, I came upon the following quote from George Bernard 
Shaw: 

“This is the true joy in life, being used for a purpose recognized by yourself as a 
mighty one. Being a force of nature instead of a feverish, selfish little clod of 
ailments and grievances, complaining that the world will not devote itself to 



Parshas Lech Lecha - 5781 
 

 
 

Delivered by: 
Rabbi Gershon Eliezer HaKohen Schaffel 

Young Israel of Skokie 

making you happy. I am of the opinion that my life belongs to the whole 
community and as long as I live, it is my privilege to do for it what I can. I want 
to be thoroughly used up when I die, for the harder I work, the more I live. I 
rejoice in life for its own sake. Life is no brief candle to me. It is a sort of splendid 
torch which I have got hold of for the moment and I want to make it burn as 
brightly as possible before handing it on to future generations.” 

The recognition that he belonged to the klal was the transition that Avrohom Avinu 
experienced when his name was changed from Avrum to Avrohom. This was the 
seminal moment when the Jewish People are born. Even before Yitzchok is born, the 
foundation for the Jewish People is there and we all carry that trait in our spiritual 
DNA. It is part of the fabric of our being to want to help the Jewish People, both the 
collective nation as well as the individuals of our people. We are רחמנים – 
compassionate people, sensitive to the needs of others. Chesed is one of the pillars upon 
which the entire universe is supported. 

In another expression of Divine Providence I read an amazing story about R’ Nosson 
Zvi Finkel zt”l, the Rosh Yeshiva of the Mir in Yerushalayim. He was once asked by one 
of the young men in the yeshiva during the High Holiday season the following question. 
“When one davens – what should he have in mind?” R’ Nosson Zvi looked at the 
assembled group and responded with just two words… “Someone else.” 

This beautifully captures someone who has a fine-tuned sense of klal. Davening is a 
very private conversation between a person and Hashem. Every person has needs, 
desires, and wishes and yet, one should utilize the opportunity of davening to address 
someone else’s needs rather than one’s personal needs. The foundation of the Jewish 
People is this trait of chesed and dedication to the klal. 

This week, we are celebrating Moshe Wiznitzer’s aufruf. Marriage is a relationship that 
requires the level of selflessness that Avrohom Avinu had for the Jewish People. One 
must maintain their focus on your spouse and what can be done for their benefit rather 
than looking for what you stand to receive in the relationship. I began writing the next 
sentence with the words, “As everyone knows,” and I was going to mention Ira and 
Isabella’s dedication to the community. I realized, however, that they are so discreet 
tzanua and quiet about what they do to help others, that to their credit, not everyone 
knows. I don’t want to pull the curtain back and share with you what they do. I myself 
do not know everything but in general terms, they are incredibly dedicated and focused 
and the wellbeing of individuals, the community and klal Yisroel. Moshe, growing up in 
a home where the focus is on the well-being of others as well as the community and the 
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Jewish People forms a strong foundation for your home. Having seen these traits 
modeled so beautifully allows them to become absorbed naturally into your and your 
siblings approach to life. It is clear and evident to everyone who knows you that these 
foundational lessons about living as a Jew have been deeply absorbed into who you are 
and that is what you take with you and is your most valuable contribution to your new 
home. 

On behalf of the shul and community, I want to wish you, Moshe, and your family, 
Isabella, Ira, your grandmother, Rivkah and your siblings mazel tov and you should 
continue to be a source of nachas for your family, for klal Yisroel and most of all to 
Hashem. 


