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UPCOMING DATES
OUR INDOOR SERVICES ARE CONDUCTED WITH EVERYONE'S SAFETY
IN MIND. WE FOLLOW THE CDC AND DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
GUIDELINES AND MAINTAIN SOCIAL DISTANCING. EVERYONE WEARS A
MASK. IF WE HAVE NOT SENT OUT A SIGN-UP ON OUR EMAIL
PLATFORM, WE WILL MAKE SURE JOSE TAKES EVERYONE’S NAME AND
CONTACT INFORMATION FOR CONTACT TRACING. ALTHOUGH WE ARE
ALLOWED TO HAVE UPWARDS OF 150 PEOPLE IN THE SANCTUARY, WE
RARELY GET MORE THAN 30. IF YOU HAVE BEEN CONCERNED, PLEASE
KNOW THAT WE FOLLOW STRICT PROTOCOLS AND OUR SERVICES
CONTINUE TO BE ENJOYABLE AND MEANINGFUL WHETHER IN PERSON
OR VIEWING FROM HOME.
ONLINE SERVICES AND EVENTS—EBJC.ORG/ONLINE-EVENTS
UPDATES FROM THE RABBI, CANTOR, ELLEN BOTWIN, AND
CO-PRESIDENTS:
RABBI PIVO—EBJC.ORG/UPDATES-FROM-RABBI-PIVO
CANTOR LARRY—EBJC.ORG/UPDATES-FROM-CANTOR-LARRY
CO-PRESIDENTS
ROBERT SALSTON—EBJC.ORG/UPDATES-FROM-ROBERT-SALSTON
STEVE ZEIDWERG—EBJC.ORG/UPDATES-FROM-STEVE-ZEIDWERG
ELLEN BOTWIN - EBJC.ORG/UPDATES-FROM-ELLEN-BOTWIN

If you have problems at EBJC that are not getting adequately resolved, please call Ellen Botwin at (732) 257-7070
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
PLEASE NOTE:
ONLY checks made out to EBJC go to Montvale. Sisterhood, Men's Club, Mitzvah Corps, all discretionary funds, 613 event,
Pavilion donations all go to 511 Ryders Lane.

FOR THE UPCOMING MONTH:
TROUBLE PAYING DUES
If you are having trouble paying dues, please reach out to Marilyn
Friedes at marilynfriedes@mac.com. We are committed to helping our
families remain a part of the EBJC community when the need arises.
SHABBAT SERVICES
At this time, we are only offering Friday night services via Zoom. The
attendance at the evening service was very low. Saturday mornings at
9:30 a.m . The link to join will be found 15 minutes before services
begin on our website at ebjc.org/services.
ONLINE EVENTS AND UPDATES
Go to the Online Events page under the Events tab on our website, or
go to ebjc.org/online-events, to stay up to date on events being held
online during the quarantine. Also look for updates from the Rabbi,
Cantor, and co-presidents under the Clergy and Lay Leaders tab.
OFFICE HOURS
The office is staffed Monday though Thursday from 9:00 a.m.– 5:00
p.m. and on Fridays from 9:00 a.m.—3:30 p.m.; however, the office is
currently closed to visitors.
ZOOM HELP
For those of you who are having difficulty using Zoom or the Zoom
update, please let us know. We will be happy to give you a call and
walk you through it. Just call: 732-257-7070 x1 and leave a message.
Someone will get back to you.
BIKUR CHOLIM
Bikur Cholim would like to reach out to our congregation during this
difficult time. If you would like a friendly call or know someone who
might need a friendly call from a member of the Bikur Cholim
committee, please contact Madeline Frances at (732) 254-2783 or
email madelinef18@gmail.com.

NOVEMBER 2020
Board of Directors 11/16
(Zoom)
Executive Board 11/2
(Zoom)
Genesis Science 11/2, 9,
16, 23, 30(Zoom)
Parshat Hashavuah with
Rabbi Pivo 11/6, 13, 20, 27
(Zoom)
Lunch and Learn 11/4, 11,
18, 25(Zoom)
Talmud Class 11/4, 11, 18,
25Zoom)
Youth Commission

UPCOMING PROGRAMS
We have many programs scheduled through the remainder of this year
for you. Detailed information is provided in the Recorder and can be
found on our webpage at www.wbjc.org. We continue to seek to
provide you with programs and events that will inspire you, educate you
and entertain you.

EAST BRUNSWICK JEWISH CENTER
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THE CONGREGATION EXTENDS
MAZEL TOV TO:
Joan Bramson on the birth of her great-grandson, Daniel Reuven Herrmann, to
Shoshana and Avriel Herrmann
Felice and Jason Ockun on the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Cameron
Carrie and Adam Rakvica on the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Noah

My name is Noah Rakvica and I am in 7th grade at Memorial Middle School in Spotswood. My Bar
Mitzvah is on November 14, 2020. For my Bar Mitzvah project, I decided to volunteer weekly at Al
ice’s CUP Food Pantry in Spotswood while simultaneously taking up a collection of canned and
boxed food and toiletries to stock the food pantry. Alice’s CUP Food Pantry services anyone living
within Middlesex County including Spotswood, East Brunswick, Helmetta, and surrounding towns
and serves 250 families per month. Unfortunately, due to COVID-19 I was only able to volunteer just
a few times. While volunteering at the Food Pantry, I helped to load food and stock shelves, getting

the pantry ready for families to make their weekly pick-ups. Since I have been unable to physically
volunteer my time, it is even more important that I try to collect as much as I can to help the Food
Pantry. I wanted to help the Food Pantry because I think it is important for all people to be able to
have access to food for regular meals, even if they don’t have the means to provide for themselves
all the time. This was a way that I could help others in my town as well as neighboring communities.
If you would like to donate to Alice’s CUP Food Pantry, I can collect them from your porch. To
arrange a convenient time, please text Carrie Rakvica at (732) 598-1702.
Thank you for your support.
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NOTE OF APPRECIATION
Dear EBJC,
My family and I would like to thank the EBJC community, staff and especially Rabbi
Pivo and the Mitzvah Corp for their help and support when my husband died. I
apologize that this thank you is long overdue, but it is still heartfelt. It was comforting
to know that at a difficult time, EBJC was there to offer support,
sympathy and
comfort. We thank all of you for your help and kindness.
The Kolber Family

Hevra Tehillim
“Psalm Fellowship,” which gathers with some regularity to chant psalms together to pray for the sick
and ask for their healing.
Anne Kroll will be chairing and leading a healing prayer circle for EBJC members reciting from the book
of psalms in English. Barbara Pollak and Deena Oren will co-lead in Hebrew. All are welcomed to join
the Zoom meeting on Tuesday evenings from 8:30PM to 9PM. All are welcomed to send in the name of
the person they will be praying for to Anne at selectivemedia@comcast.net, where a list will be kept.
Emails are sent out each Monday with the Zoom meeting information.

EAST BRUNSWICK JEWISH CENTER
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CENTER FOR EARLY LEARNING
The Center for Early Learning @ EBJC

We learned the first Parasha of the
Torah, Parashat Bereshit. We enjoyed
learning how HaShem created this
beautiful world within 6 days and how
important is for us to take care of it. We
made a Creation Poster with the
different things HaShem created
every day.

We learned about the Parashat Noach.
The children enjoyed learning about the
Parasha. We worked all as a team,
building a puzzle of Noach Ark and
sorted animals by two. We sang Noach's
songs, we colored a Noach's mini book
and we put our little hands to work on a
beautiful Noach's mobile.

If you know anyone interested in our school please have them contact Lynda Perel @ Lperel@ebjc.org or call
732 257 7070

EAST BRUNSWICK JEWISH CENTER
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RABBINIC REFLECTIONS
other people after their original
owner passes away, of course,
but many are either too old or
too worn to be of use. When
someone dies, the sacred
texts in their possession
should also receive a proper
burial. But what defines
shemos? What are sacred
texts and what is just junk?

There are a number of Jewish
ways to honor or memorialize
someone. For the living, we
donate to the synagogue or
other institutions to celebrate
birthdays, anniversaries, or to
acknowledge significant
achievements. For the dead,
we utter prayers and personal
memories at yizkor services
four times a year, in addition to
an individual’s yahrzeit. We
visit loved ones’ graves and
leave a small stone to note our
presence. These are all well
known and often observed. A
less well known way to
remember someone who is
gone is to bury their sacred
books. Jews treat sacred
books as if they are living
things. During their lifetimes
they give us joy, teach us, and
even frustrate us. When their
useful lifetime comes to an
end, we bury them with the
same dignity and decorum that
would attend the burial of a
loved one. Therefore, books
which use a name of God in
Hebrew fall into a category
called “shemos,” literally
“names,” because they contain
the name of God. Some
sacred books can be used by
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There are many rules for the
proper disposal of shemos in
classical rabbinic texts. In the
era prior to the printing press,
shemos were hand written
documents, such as Torah
scrolls or other religious
manuscripts. With the
invention of fixed type, the
rules expanded to cover
pamphlets, books and so forth.
And in the 20th century,
contemporary rabbis had to
expand the rules once again
because of the ease of
photocopying. In all eras, the
intent of those who create or
dispose of a text is part of the
answer of their ultimate
destination.
In a teshuvah published by our
movement’s Committee on
Jewish Law and Standards,
Rabbi Avram Reisner ruled
that bound books which
include God’s name in
Hebrew, and are meant to be
used over the long term, must
be buried. Loose photocopies
can be recycled, but should be
segregated from actual
garbage. Defined that way,
shemos can be removed from
the home of a loved one and
stored in a geniza, such as the
one we have at EBJC, until
such time as a proper burial
can take place. In that way,
the sacred books that

connected them to God
receive a dignified and proper
burial.
Using these criteria at EBJC
will also help us in reducing
the wasteful practice of using
hundreds of Yizkor books for
one year and then having to
bury them. While they are
bound, and meant to be used
four times during the year, we
will design future editions with
substitute Hebrew names or
abbreviations for God’s name,
so that they can be recycled.
There are only a few Hebrew
names for God that must
always be buried. And please
note that the word God is
English, and derived from
German, and thus is not
included in the category of
shemos; the word God does
not need to be represented in
any other way than its typical
appearance, as in this article.
There are many ways to honor
someone, and I hope we will
all honor our dead by
disposing of their sacred texts
properly. It is one more way to
keep faith with those who now
sleep in dust.
Rabbi Jeff Pivo

NOVEMBER 2020

FROM CANTOR LARRY
placed the candle into the cup
and each flame sizzled. I
could not help but to feel that
the week ahead was going to
be good.

Cantor’s Corner:
“And it was good.” Gd said
this phrase after each day of
creation. We read the portion
of B’resheet this past Shabbat
morning, and during the
sermon, “It was good,” had
been echoed by Rabbi Pivo
regarding the latest EBJC
venture looking into the future
of the possibilities for our
community.
That same evening,
October 18, 2020, a “Parking
Lot Havdalah” service
happened where
approximately 13 families
equating to 45 people
attended. Maya Baskind
helped lead the service and I
was able to tell a story about
Tz’daka. The air was crisp, but
the Havdalah candles that
were lit and held by each
family enabled the air to warm
up along with the good feeling
and spirituality being felt by
everyone who attended both in
-person and via Zoom.
As we concluded the
singing of Havdalah, and after
a sip of the wine, I walked
around allowing everyone to
extinguish the flame into the
cup with the remaining wine.
One by one, each family

As I saw the wax
around the cup and the
remaining wine, I remembered
the times I held a candle at the
end of Shabbat services in the
synagogue where I grew up. I
recalled a wonderful custom
and I decided to look up as to
why this custom is performed.
After the flame is extinguished
into the cup or from the wine
that spilled over the edge of
the cup, people would take
their little fingers and lightly dip
them into the wine. Then they
would wipe their fingers over
their eye lids and then place
them into their pockets. As
strange as it all may seem,
there is beauty behind each
and every Minhag or custom.
There are a number of
answers. In the book of
Psalms, chapter 19 verse 9,
King David writes, “Mitzvat
Hashem Bara M'irat Enayim”
or “The commandment of Gd
is clear, enlightening the
eyes.” Since this wine and
candle were used for a
Mitzvah, the wine is
considered a "Segulah," or
good omen.
Another person writes
that it is to represent
atonement from the curse
given in Genesis 3:19 “In the
sweat of your face”... since the
eyebrow is designed to catch
sweat. It is an expression of
our hopes that Gd will have
mercy on us and make us
wealthy and successful without
hardships and struggles.
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According to the Rema,
in Orach Chaim, it says, “We
also pour out [some of the
wine] from the cup after
Havdalah, and extinguish the
candle with it, and wash our
eyes with it as an expression
of love for the Mitzvah.” In fact,
there is an earlier commentary
that dates the custom back to
the time of Rav Amram Gaon,
who is the author of the first
Siddur or prayer book.
Rabbi Chayim Palachi
of Turkey in the 19th century
would rub the wine on his eyes
and recite the verse in
Psalms19:9 which was
mentioned above. Others
place the wine on their neck,
at the bone underneath the
skull, from which they believe
resurrection will occur. Yet,
another person mentions that
the practice of putting the wine
in one's pockets resembles the
idea of placing wine over a
wound.
Once again, all of these
customs are expressions of
our love for the Mitzvah.
Sometimes we may do
or think about crazy things.
However, for the sake of Torah
and our Judaism, if we do it for
the good, then perhaps it is not
so crazy after all.

Larry I. Brandspiegel
Cantor/ Director of Education
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FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Unfortunately, my daughter has
no dining room furniture (I think
she’s done this purposely), and
her in-laws…ALL OF THEM…live
in either small condos or a small
55+ home so again I say…NO
FAIR! I’ve got to move!!!

Thanksgiving in the time of Covid!
What does it look like? A Zoom
family gathering? Just immediate
family? Couldn’t find a 6 lb.
turkey, so you made a roasting
chicken? Having soup and
sandwich and calling it a night?
This year, I’m sad to say, I will not
be enjoying the holiday with my
extended family. For over 20
years, we have been going to her
house armed with my veal
spaghetti squash dish and
homemade chocolate covered
pretzels. I imagine Mindy won’t
have to make two huge turkeys
this year or half of the food she
normally makes. I just hope she
doesn’t get used to it because I
plan on returning next year,
invited or not!
So I now find myself having to
make Thanksgiving… NO FAIR!
Thanksgiving is not “my holiday”!
I do Passover, I do Chanukah, I
had to do Rosh Ha’Shannah this
year…enough is enough, right?
Well, I’m really only going to have
maybe 10 people all together…
my daughter and her husband
and kids, her mother and father in
-law, her sister-in-law and other
sister-in-law and her husband.
This is basically our “pod”.
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This time, however, I actually
engaged my brain and told
everyone, they’re bringing the
fixin’s! I don’t do sweet potato
pie, I don’t do cornbread, and I
don’t do… well… Thanksgiving!
I’ll make the Turkey and perhaps
meatballs or some other protein.
My son-in-law requested pecan
pie…hmmmm… well, okay I’ll do
it for him. Maybe I’ll make a
salad…that’s it! I’m already tired.
This is such a changing world.
We’re all adapting and doing
what we can to stay connected,
visit with friends and family and
keep otherwise engaged. I’m
wondering what will happen when
the weather turns cold? Will we
stop visiting all together? Hover
around an outdoor fire pit? Will
we venture indoors? For me, I
can say that if I feel that I can be
comfortable and safe indoors
(wearing a mask with those not in
my “pod”), I’ll do it. I cannot
fathom a world where we cannot
see our children, our
grandchildren, our family and
friends for months and months on
end. To each his own.

you may feel comfortable enough
to come. If you don’t, we
completely understand and we
would never want to compromise
your health or your comfort.
We will continue to offer
programs, seminars, events and
services on Zoom. We are
looking at some wonderful and
engaging entertainers and
speakers to bring to your home!
Through partnering, we are able
to offer more and more programs
and events because we share the
expense making them very
affordable to EBJC. It is the wave
of the future.
Feel free to call and say hello. I
am partially working from home
(Tuesday, Friday and Sunday)
and I go into the office on
Monday, Wednesday and
Thursday… a good mix. I do miss
interacting with you all. Enjoy the
wonderful Fall weather and I
hope to see you in person sooner
rather than later.
May you all be well,
Ellen

But at EBJC, we know many of
you won’t feel comfortable
coming indoors for services or for
a socially distanced, individually
packaged meal. We have to
keep trying. We have to keep
everyone engaged and involved.
So if we offer an indoor meal,
where each family “pod” sits
together, socially distanced from
other families, we hope some of
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FROM OUR PRESIDENTS

On Thursday night, October
15th, at our triennial
congregational meeting, our
membership overwhelmingly
approved a motion giving our
administration the
authorization to close the
proposed sale of a portion of
our property to the Yeshiva
Ateres Shlomo. The proposed
sale includes the wing of our
synagogue currently occupied
by Netivot (including the
gymnasium) and all four of the
houses we
own. Consummating the
deal will enable us to retire
our entire debt (eliminating our
monthly debt service),
purchase a new parsonage
(we are contractually obligated
to provide a house for Rabbi
Pivo), and have a very
significant endowment. An
added benefit of the sale will
be to substantially decrease
our operating and
maintenance costs. This will
enable EBJC to have financial
security, alleviate the annual
cash flow problems that befall
us each Spring, and will likely
enable us to decrease our
dues. Although this
transaction has not yet gone to
contract, our proposed buyers
have signed a letter of intent;
we believe they are very
serious in their intent to
purchase this parcel, and that

they have the financial
wherewithal as well. We are
very excited that this will begin
a new era in EBJC when we
can concentrate on our
mission of worship, study, and
chesed without financial
worries.
We want to thank Adrian Kroll
who made this shidduch, and
who will not be receiving any
financial remuneration for his
efforts. Additionally, we wish
to thank David Himelman who
will be the attorney
representing us pro bono. We
will be keeping our community
informed as to the progress of
completing this very exciting
transaction.
Robert Saslton, Steve
Zeidwerg,
Co-Presidents

EAST BRUNSWICK JEWISH CENTER
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SISTERHOOD

If ever there was a year that
Thanksgiving was eagerly anticipated
by all—it’s the infamous 2020.
This year we NEED Thanksgiving as
never before. There has been so much
illness, pain, heartache, and isolation.
We yearn for normalcy—a sense that
we still belong to something bigger
than ourselves, that we can be of
value to others, that our common
sense of decency bonds us in
profound ways.
Sisterhood can be that source of
community for the exquisite mosaic of
women at EBJC. Yes, we vary in our
stage of life, our careers, and even our
political views.
But 2020 has taught us that our
shared humanity, our resolve to
survive and help others survive in the
face of a terrible plague, takes
precedence over any differences. We
are so proud of how the shul has come
together to offer opportunities to
worship, learn, socialize, and discuss,
despite the obstacles.
If you haven’t included Sisterhood as
part of your agenda until now, please
give us a look. We have so much to
offer, and we warmly welcome you to
join us in friendship.
Get started by participating in our two
ongoing campaigns-**Our Sisterhood Membership
Campaign for 2020-2021 is in full
swing. We currently have 112
members for the new year. We thank
those who have already demonstrated
their loyalty and commitment by
renewing their membership, still for
only $36. Why wait? Now is the time
to join and enjoy the full benefits of
Sisterhood. Since Sisterhood
contributes annually to EBJC, a strong
Sisterhood ensures a solid shul!
Please send your check to
Membership VP Cindy Rabinowitz
today.
**Torah Fund 2020-2021 Campaign is
going strong. This year’s theme--

EAST BRUNSWICK JEWISH CENTER

B’YACHAD(Together)—recognizes the
joint efforts of Sisterhood volunteers
across the U.S. and Canada. The
Torah Fund supports the Conservative
education of clergy, administrators,
and lay leaders within our Movement.
Donations of any amount are
welcome! Contact Jody Bramson at
JLBrams@aol.com or 732-991-8410 to
do your part. Although the pins are
delayed this year due to the pandemic,
our commitment to Torah Fund
remains steadfast.
_______________________________
The past month we have bonded over
the following programs/events—
Thursday, October 15 --Book and
Author Event-- The Yiddish Gangster’s
Daughter by Joan Lipinsky Cochran.
This was an engaging discussion with
Ms. Cochran, that included a questionand-answer session. The book was a
terrific novel about a family secret that
challenged many relationships.
Although it was a work of fiction, the
theme—the Jewish syndicate in the
1920s and 1930s—is true. For many
of us, it’s hard to imagine Jews being
involved in organized crime, yet we’ve
all heard the names Bugsy Siegel and
Meyer Lansky. If you’d like to learn
more about this period, read Albert
Fried’s Rise and Fall of the Jewish
Gangster.

Avid readers—you can have a say in
the book selection for February!
Should it be fiction/mystery/nonfiction? Have you read a book that’s
ripe for conversation? All we ask is
that the book includes some Jewish
thematic element. Please send your
suggestions to Sara Ullman at
tranquil77@aol.com.
Thursday, December 3—How Do You
Define Yourself—Jew, American, or
Humanist? Prepare yourself spiritually
for Chanukah by engaging in this
compelling debate.
Monthly Winter Education Series—
Wednesday evenings January through
March—Rabbi Pivo paints a
captivating portrait of Women of the
Bible. Specific dates to be announced.
_______________________________
PURCHASING SCRIP IS AN EASY
WAY TO CONTINUE TO SUPPORT
SISTERHOOD THROUGH THESE
TRYING TIMES! We have gift cards
available to Shoprite, Acme, and Lox,
Stock and Deli. Most of us are still
patronizing these stores, so why not
help out Sisterhood in the process.
Contact Cheryl Decker at 732-2577070.

Wednesday, October 28--Great
Jewish Women of the Arts—The third
edition of our Great Jewish Women
series paid tribute to ten of the most
accomplished Jewish women in all
forms of art, including fascinating
profiles of Barbra Sreisand, journalist
Ruth Gruber, Israeli singer Shoshanna
Damari, and sculptor Louise Nevelson,
among others. We learned how
Jewish faith and culture shaped these
ladies’ ambition, perspective, and
approach toward their renowned
careers.

_______________________________

On the Horizon

With special thanks for our beloved
Sisterhood members,

Wednesday, November 11—
Sisterhood Book Club Discussion—our
next quarterly group features Saving
Sophie by Ronald H. Balson. It is
vailable in print and digital formats.
You are welcome to attend whether or
not you have read the book.

At this time of Thanksgiving, let’s take
a moment to reflect on all that is still
intact and laudable in our lives. Those
of us who are presently healthy, with
families and friends to turn to, have
inestimable blessings.
We are grateful for our EBJC
community--the compassionate clergy,
the devoted lay leaders and
administration, the hard-working staff,
and the corps of benevolent volunteers
who are the true day-to-day
embodiment of the beauty of Jewish
values.

Sara Ullman

tranquil77@aol.com
732-261-0591

Cindi Jacobs
cindi_jacobs17@yahoo.com
732-690-2743
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SISTERHOOD AT YOUR FINGERTIPS
The Sisterhood Judaica Shop is your source for beautiful giftware, books, candles, head
coverings, children’s items and more. Since shopping in person is not an option right now, if you see
an
item online, contact our Judaica Shop managers and they will assist you in your
purchase.
Browse the beautiful collection of gifts, home furnishings and Judaica for all occasions online.
If you don’t see what you are looking for, our Managers will get it for you.
Contact Cindy Rollman 908-812-6713 or Caroline Steinberg 732-735-6641
Gift cards is an easy way to help the Sisterhood raise funds by purchasing gifts for ShopRite,
ACME, Lox, Stock & Deli or Giddy’s. We all have to grocery shop during the Pandemic, and you are
going to spend the money there ANYWAY!!! What could be easier?
Contact Judy Klotzkin 732-390-6140 or scrip@ebjc.net
Bimah Baskets – for any Simcha…A “virtual” beautiful basket with food items will be placed on the
Bimah prior to Shabbat. A card will let your guests know that a donation has been made in honor of the
Bar/Bat Mitzvah child. You can also order a Bimah Basket for ANY occasion you’d like!
Contact Lory Pelofsky 732-254-6851 or Sheila Behrman 732-238-1476
JNF Trees – to purchase trees-Contact: Diana Horowitz 732-390-9058
Cards, Tributes & Tree of Life - Contact: Bernice Bellows-732-254-4103; Beth Belzer 732-238-7925
Torah Fund – Contact Jody Bramson – 732-390-5166 jlbrams@aol.com

SISTERHOOD ALWAYS NEEDS YOU,
ESPECIALLY WHEN WE ARE ALL VIRTUAL!!
EGALITARIAN SHIVA MINYAN—Stand up and be counted—literally! Bereaved families now have the
choice to welcome either a Traditional or Egalitarian Shiva minyan into their home to join in the reciting
of Kaddish. Being a member of the Egalitarian Shiva minyan is a deeply rewarding opportunity for
women to demonstrate their compassion toward fellow congregants. You will leave feeling that you
have truly performed a worthy mitzvah and made a difference.
BIMAH SITTING FOR SHABBAT AND HOLIDAYS—Enjoy the services from a different vantage point! A
Sisterhood member who started sitting regularly says “I’ve gained an entirely different perspective of
the service and I find it even more spiritual”. Volunteer to sit on the Bimah, to represent Sisterhood,
during Shabbat or Holiday Services. Contact Gloria Jaslow for more information at 732-247-4869 or
glorichi@aol.com
KIDDUSH COMMITTEE IS CALLING YOU!!!—We have an amazing group of volunteers who make the
Shabbat Kiddush happen each week, but we still need YOUR HELP to keep the Shabbat Kiddush
experience going. We need plattering assistance Friday mornings at 10:00 AM in the dairy kitchen.
We need shoppers to Costco and ShopRite AND we need your financial support of Kiddush. Without
your participation, the old-time Kiddush of cake and wine will be making a return appearance! Call or
text Margot Julis 732-672-8089. Thank you!
KIDDUSH COORDINATOR POSITION AVAILABLE! We are looking for one or two dedicated people to
take over the Kiddush Coordinator position that Sylvia Halpern has held for many years. Please con-

tact Margot Julis 732-672-8089 or magooj1211@comcast.net for more information and to find
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MEN’S CLUB
companies in the fields of
pharmaceutical and digital health, retail
and marketing, privacy technology,
and autonomous checkouts. They will
be discussing topics such as:

We have other exciting virtual
presentations in the works for
December and January. Please look
for more information in Tidbits and
your other email from EBJC.

What are some of the key companies
to watch in Israel?

So much for Zoom events! In
November we are distributing Yellow
Candles in to observe Krystallnacht.
Usually we distribute these candles in
conjunction with Yom Hashoah, but
that observance happened just as the
pandemic was getting started this year,
and we rescheduled the effort to a
different Holocaust observance. We
hope you used the candle to
remember those caught up in that
tragedy. You can still give tzedakah in
their memory at ebjc.org/candles .

How does the funding process work in
Israel?
Do Israeli companies need American
investors?
Why does more innovation happen in
Israel than elsewhere?
Shalom!
As I write this the Jewish Holidays
have just ended. They were different
this year! While I haven’t heard
anyone say that they prefer “Zoomed”
services to live, in-person services, the
ability to participate virtually does
provide certain advantages. I know
that this year Cindi and I attended
more services, and more complete
services than we have done in the
past. But I look forward to the day
when Covid is behind us and I return in
person to EBJC. While the services
are identical, somehow my virtual
experience feels less intense, and I
hope that next year we can again fill
the sanctuary on Rosh Hashanah and
Yom Kippur.
Given that we are currently in a largely
virtual world, Men’s Club is trying to
make the best of it. In October, we
planned to have Alan Brodman (one of
our members here at EBJC) present
on a Zoom meeting a discussion of his
work coaching the “We the People”
teams at East Brunswick High School.
This is a competition in which the
students compete by presenting their
mastery of the US Constitution and
has an ultimate goal of creating better
citizens. Alan is a fascinating speaker
and we were very much looking
forward to his presentation.
Unfortunately, at the last minute Alan
became ill and had to go to the
hospital. We wish him a speedy
recovery and look forward to
rescheduling this event soon.

We owe many thanks to Mark
Foladare and Deena Oren, who
worked hard to organize the
presentation. Please check tidbits for
details on how to sign up for this
program, and please plan to join us!
Traditionally every Fall, Men’s Club
honors a Man of the Year (MOY), and
a Youth of the Year (YOY) at a dinner
organized by the regional Men’s Club
organization (NNJR of FJMC – too
many acronyms!). While this year the
event will be virtual, we are no less
excited to honor our MOY and YOY. I
am proud to announce that our
honorees this year are a father and
daughter team, Jordan Feldman and
Reece Feldman! They both share the
experience of growing up in EBJC!
Jordan taught in our Hebrew School
High School for 15 years, and was cochair of our Bikur Cholim committee, in
addition to his activities in Men’s club.
This year Reece is president of our
EBUSY chapter and vice-president of
Israel Affairs for the USY Regional
Executive Board. Mazel Tov to them
both! More information on how to
honor them and how to participate in
the virtual celebration (which will
happen on December 20) will be
available on Tidbits and via email as it
becomes available.

Another real, live, in person thing we
are planning over the next few months
is another pie sale in conjunction with
Thanksgiving (David and Margot Julis
are at it again!). I should note that we
took a chunk of the proceeds that we
made from the Yom Kippur babka sale
and donated it to feed hungry people
via Jewish Family Services’ food
pantry. So your support of these food
sales is being put to good use!
And speaking of flesh and blood
events, on January 10 we are planning
our annual blood drive. Please save
the date and be on the outlook for
signup instructions as they become
available.
We are always open to new ideas for
activities, events or programs that
would be of interest to people at EBJC.
Please feel free to let me know your
ideas, and please plan to join us at our
events.
Thank you for your interest in Men’s
Club and thanks for being part of the
EBJC community!
Howard Jacobs
President, EBJC Men’s Club

On November 15, at 9AM, we have
plans for a virtual breakfast. This will
be an exciting discussion of the Israeli
high tech startup scene by Israelis who
are part of it all. We will feature three
speakers who will discuss their
personal experiences in starting
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
Having served on many committees at EBJC, I find that I am truly enjoying my time
on Membership the most. Of course, this does not include doing any social action
work. This may be because I get to meet members I did not know and because working on programs to bring us together feels like a mitzvah. I know that not everyone
can volunteer to be on a committee with monthly meetings and events, but even volunteering to help at one event is a chance to help and to meet other members.
Thank you for making the Membership dinners a success. Hopefully, we will have
one more chance to eat together outdoors on October 25th for lunch. We are going to
continue to offer meals as a pick-up option only, as the weather is getting too cold to
eat outside. Regrettably, this will not afford us the opportunity to be together; that is
something else to look forward to in the spring. Please consider joining us and
ordering when you can to help support the various kosher restaurants in our area
during this difficult time. It is up to us to ensure they are here when we are ready to
go out to dinner again.
We are planning to continue to try innovative ideas and programs in this unusual time
so please continue to check the Tidbits for more details! We have a number of events
on the drawing board. Looking forward to “seeing” you.
Hollie Cerame
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KESHER AND YOUTH GROUPS

Hello Kesher and Youth families,
We had a wonderful Holiday season and now it is time to continue
moving forward with classes on a more regular basis. Our children are taking in all
the information whether in person or while being tuned in from afar. I’d like to thank
all of our families for partnering with the teaching team and helping our children with
their learning in this unique way.
There are things that have truly benefitted us in this new way of learning, but
there have also been challenges. However, we continue to learn effective ways of
dealing with the challenges. Our students have also been wonderful in respecting
the challenges both in-person and via Zoom.
While we are not doing much with extra curricular gatherings, we do have
opportunities to gather with our Youth group programs and services on-line, like our
Shabbat B’yachad. In the past month, we were able to be outdoors and socially
distanced in the Sukkah saying the prayer, having snacks, and Shaking the Lulav
and Etrog. I look forward to Hanukkah when we can be outdoors and light the
Hanukkiah together.
Please check your calendars and emails for upcoming events and times that
we do and do not have classes. Please support the upcoming B’ne Mitzva in-person
or via Zoom.
If you have any questions, please email me at cantorlarry@ebjc.org.

Larry I. Brandspiegel
Cantor/Director or Education
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ADULT EDUCATION
EBJC offers a full range of adult courses designed for all interests and at various days and times. If you want to learn something that is
not currently offered, let us know!

AVAILABLE CLASSES
SHABBAT MORNING CLASS
Saturdays | 9 a.m.
Join us for Rabbi Pivo's Saturday morning class at 9 am,
where we study the weekly parshah prior to Shabbat
services. Reflecting on the Chumash and ancient and
modern commentaries, we discuss the roots of our
ancient culture and the timeless values of the Jewish
people.
GENESIS SCIENCE CLASS (STREAMING)
Mondays | 8:30 p.m. in the library
This class combines a rigorous textual analysis of the
biblical verses with knowledge from external sources,
including history, science, linguistics and archeology. We
meet every Monday evening at 8:30 pm for about one
hour in the library at EBJC. After more than 12 years,
having started from the beginning of Genesis, we are
currently in the middle of Deuteronomy. The plan is to
proceed in order through the other books of the Hebrew
Bible.
TALMUD CLASS (STREAMING)
Wednesdays | 8:30 p.m. in the library
This class brings to life the voices, discussions and
debates of our sages as they formulated Jewish Law
based on the traditions and foundational texts received
from ancient times. We meet every Wednesday evening
at 8:30 pm for about one hour in the EBJC library.
Currently we are studying tractate Kiddushin which
concerns the laws of marriage.

EAST BRUNSWICK JEWISH CENTER

LUNCH AND LEARN (STREAMING)
Wednesdays | 12 p.m. | Room 8
Monroe Lunch and Learn
Once a month we meet with Rabbi Pivo in the homes of
various congregants. These sessions have been very
interesting and well attended. Please call Howard Jacobs
at 732-402-2273 or at howard_jacobs@ebjc.net for details
on upcoming dates, to get on our Monroe mailing list, with
questions and to reserve your spot.
HEBREW READING CLASS (CANCELLED)
Thursdays | 7 p.m.
Focus is on parsha and biblical understanding . A small
donation of $10.00 for four sessions is requested. For
additional information about the class, please contact Ora
Rotblum at orarotblum@yahoo.com or 732-390-0314.
ISRAELI DANCE (CANCELLED)
Beginners:
Mondays | 7:00 p.m.
Intermediate/Advanced:
Mondays | 8:00 p.m.
Come and stay for as long as you can! $10.00 per session
fee.
MAH JONG GAMES (CANCELLED)
Mondays | 7 p.m. | Room 9
Come and join us for friendly Mah Jong games! All levels,
including experienced as well as beginners, who will be
eagerly taught, are welcome.
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TORAH FUND CAMPAIGN 2020-2021
LET’S KEEP IT GOING…
The Torah Fund Campaign invites dedicated women to ensure the future
Conservative Jewish education of our cherished community leaders—rabbis,
cantors, educators, administrators, and lay leaders

This Year’s Theme - B’Yachad (Together)

Wearing this pin signifies the triumph of Sisterhood members working together year-round to make important contributions to the Jewish community through their volunteer efforts at synagogues across the United States and Canada.
Each of us is one small nugget of gold, but together our unique gifts reflect the light inside us and help each other
shine. Together we celebrate our shared yerushah (heritage) as proud Jewish women affiliated with the Conservative/
Masorti Movement. Join us!
As Women’s League for Conservative Judaism enters its second century, and the State of Israel approaches its 73rd
anniversary, Torah Fund embarks on its 79th year. We look forward with joy to our future together with you, our Torah
Fund supporters.
Any contribution is greatly appreciated! With a donation of $180 you become a benefactor and acquire this beautiful
pin. (Payment plan through May 1, 2021 is available.) Your workplace is also eligible to make a matching contribution.

Order your pin today and receive it in time to usher in the New Year.

An Official Statement From:
Barbara Ezring, International Torah Fund Chair, Women’s League for Conservative Judaism
Lisa Paule, Torah Fund Director, Jewish Theological Seminary
At this time, the Torah Fund office and JTS remain closed. We cannot send printed materials or pins yet.
We will keep you informed about changes and as soon as it is safe for our staff to return to the Torah
Fund office, we will begin the process of distributing the B’Yachad pins and greeting cards. Please, continue to wear the beautiful Chesed pin.
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RE*NEW~~~ RE*FRESH~~~ RE*JUVENATE~~~ RE*ENERGIZE

*******

RETURN TO SISTERHOOD

*******

A STRONG SYNAGOGUE DEPENDS ON A STRONG SISTERHOOD-WHY???
Even through this PANDEMIC, Sisterhood is STILL responsible for contributing
approximately $15,000 annually to the Synagogue. This includes the operating
expenses, Kiddush (when we are back together again), Scholarships, USY, and
Kadima.
*******

WE KNOW SISTERHOOD NEEDS TO BE RELEVANT TO YOUR LIFE:
IT IS! THROUGH ZOOM, WE WILL HAVE PROGRAMMING!
*Education, Social & Cultural Programming
*Community Outreach Opportunities
*Personal Development Opportunities

*Networking Opportunities
*Fundraising
*Membership in Women’s League

_____________________________________________________
Our Membership Drive for 2020-21 is under way.
Dues did not go up! It’s just $36.00 to join!
Need more info?
Contact Cindy Rabinowitz, VP of Membership. cindy.rabinowitz@comcast.net or 908307-5768.
Please make your $36.00 check payable to EBJC Sisterhood
and mail it to Cindy. 17 Starr Rd., East Brunswick, NJ 08816
NAME__________________________________ EMAIL _________________________
ADDRESS___________________________________________________________________
PHONE # _________________ CELL PHONE # (IF DIFFERENT)___________________
BEST TIME OF DAY TO CONTACT YOU.______________________
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DONATIONS
DONATION LIST WAS
MADE AS OF AND
INCLUDING OCTOBER
22—IF YOU MADE A
DONATION AFTER
THIS DATE, IT WILL BE
IN NEXT MONTH'S
RECORDER.

Phillip & Susan BenZvi in honor of Matt
Horowitz for leading
services for the High
Holidays

ALIYAH

Joel & Madeline
Frances in memory of
Peppo Frances

Joel & Madeline

Frances

Bernard & Sheila
Solomon
Lewis & Janice Stolar

GENERAL
DONATIONS
Steven & Brenda
Albert in honor of
David Himelman and
Stan Rubin—Chatan
Torah and Chatan
Bereshit
Adela Sasson
Dan & Alexis
Scheiman
Elaine Schwartz
Paul Jacobson
Irwin & Muriel
Keshner—thank you
for all of your efforts in
Zooming services
Bernard & Judith
Koplik in honor of
new great-daughter
Demi Paige

Barry & Gloria Jaslow
in memory of Paul
Weiss and Raymond
Sasson
Rosanne Kleinman in
memory of May Green
Doug & Karen Slater
in memory of Les
Deutsch
Joseph & Irene
Shaposhhnikov in
memory of Renata
Fishman and Joseph
Shaposhhnikov
Roy & Linda Levi in
memory of Judi
Salant’s mother, Ann
Breitman
Inge Gross in honor of
David Himelman,
Hatan Toran and
Stanley Rubin, Hatan
Bereshit

YAHRZEIT
Paul & Renee
Weissman in memory
of Rebecca Barnestein
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Rosanne Kelinman in
memory of Jessie
Kleinman

Robert & Pearl Horn in
memory of Minnie
Fuchs

Yigal & Deena Oren in
memory of Chana
Byers Abells

William & Janet
Fromkin in memory of
Molly E. Fromkin

Steven & Brenda
Albert in memory of
Rose Buchweitz and
Ruth Buchweitz

Edward & Ellen
Seckler in memory of
Milton Krell

Linda Lidor in memory
of Gideon Lidor
Robert & Gloria
Feldman in memory of
Joseph Feldman
Eric & Cindy
Rabinowitz in memory
of Edwin Rabinowitz
Alexander & Rita
Ryslik in memory of
Emma Ryslik
Alvin & Renee Wittlin
in memory of Ronald
Warner
Ronald Berger in
memory of Henrietta
Dannenberg
Joan Bramson
Stanley & Gail Rubin
in memory of Alon
Karpol

Janis Cohen
Anita Freidenreich in
memory of Dorothy
Sherry
Steven & Cheryl
Kestlinger in memory
of Anne Beckenstein
Barbara Lesser in
memory of Bertha
Lesser
Livia Shagam in
memory of Fanny B.
Pick and Batya
Moskowitz
Mirelynne Meiser in
memory of Helen and
Meyer Gisser
Joel & Madeline
Frances in memory of
Manny Adam
Phyllis Stern in
memory of Sander
Stern

David & Karen Blivaiss
in memory of Sandi
Soffer
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DONATIONS
YAHRZEIT
CONT.
Edward & Carol
Kantner in memory of
Jenny Rosenberg and
Earl Rosenberg
Thelma Zalewitz in
memory of Harry
Zalewitz
Sylvia Halpern in
memory of Melvin
Halpern
Marc & Meredith Pearl
in memory of Muriel
Newman
Karen Krieger in
memory of Leo Krieger

Paul & Leslie Schoen
Carl & Hillary Cresci in
memory of Adam Mark
Cresci and Fay
Berkowitz
George & Susan Karp
in memory of Mildred
Rosenthal
Michael & Gabriella
Sleppin in memory of
Evelyn Sleppin
Reina Schuldiner in
memory of Irving
Schuldiner and Morris
Schuldiner
l

Gary & Joan Busman
in memory of Max
Henry Beckerman
Gary & Gail
Appelbaum in memory
of Rose Mandelkorn
Brenda Greenhaus
Herman & Anita Price
in memory of Norma
Price Mahler and
Minnie Fuchs
Elissa Smilowitz in
memory of Daniel
Smilowitz
Beverly Appelbaum in
memory of Rose
Mandelkorn
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