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SHABBAT SERVICES
ACHREI MOT
Friday, May 3- 6:00 pm
Saturday, May 4 - 9:30 am & 1:30 pm
Bar Mitzvah of Ben Krasnove
Bat Mitzvah of Amanda Kaplan
KEDOSHIM
Friday, May 10- 6:00 pm
Saturday, May 11 - 9:30 am & 1:30 pm
EMOR
Friday, May 17- 6:00 pm
Saturday, May 18 - 9:30 am & 1:30 pm
BEHAR
Friday, May 24- 6:00 pm
Saturday, May 25 - 9:30 am & 1:30 pm
BECHUKOTAI
Friday, May 31- 6:00 pm
Saturday, June 1 - 9:30 am & 1:30 pm

CANDLELIGHTING
5/3 7:37 pm
5/10 7:44 pm
5/17 7:51 pm
5/24 7:57 pm
5/31 8:03 pm

PRIMARY CONTACTS
Tel: 732-257-7070
Rabbi Jeff Pivo - Rabbipivo@ebjc.org
Deena Oren & Eric Pelofsky,
Co-Presidents - Presidents@ebjc.net
Ellen Botwin, Executive Director Ebotwin@ebjc.org
Cantor Larry Brandspiegel, Education
Director - Cantorlarry@ebjc.org
Cheryl Decker, Office Administrator C.decker@ebjc.org

511 Ryders Lane, East Brunswick, NJ 08816
Tel: 732-257-7070 Fax: 732-257-9630 www.ebjc.org

MAY 2019
Board of Directors 5/15
Board of Ed 5/29
Executive Board 5/2
Genesis Science 5/6, 13, 20, 27
Hebrew Class 5/2, 9, 16, 23, 30
Israeli Dance 5/6, 13, 20, 27
Mah Jongg 5/6, 13, 20, 27
Talmud Class 5/1, 8, 15, 22, 29
Youth Commission 5/22
Membership Committee 5/6

East Brunswick Jewish Center

511 Ryders Lane, E Brunswick, NJ 08816
Tel: 732-257-7070 Fax: 732-257-9630
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COMMITTEE CONTACTS
Margot Julis, Sara Ullman Sisterhood Co-Presidents
Arthur Fliegelman and Sheldon Horowitz,
Men’s Club Presidents
Rhonda Gold, Youth Commission
Ken Gerson, Membership Committee
Joe Behrman, Chairperson, Special Circumstances
Hollie Cerame, Social Action/Fundraising
Lynda Perel, Director of The Center for Early Learning
Joannie Weinfeld, Calendar
Jamie Wasserman and Brooke Rudolph, Board of
Education Co-Chairs
If you have problems at EBJC that are not getting
adequately resolved, please call Ellen Botwin, x5
(732) 257-7070
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Stefani Kovler, A dministrative A ssistant
Vicki & Marty Nathanson, Madeline Frances
Deborah A. Berger, Graphic Designer (Recorder
Redesign)
David Kosher
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SAVE THE DATE (Dates subject to change)
May 2019
5/1 - Yom HaShoah Program
5/1 - Yom HaShoa Candle Lighting (evening)
5/2 - Sisterhood Education Series with Rabbi Pivo
5/3 - Blue Jean Shabbat and BBQ
5/6 - Zumba Fundraiser for Teal Tea Foundation
5/7 - Sephardic Cooking with Galit
5/8 - Yom Ha'Zikron/Hom Ha'atzmaut Program
5/11 - Men’s Club Shabbat
5/14 - Sephardic Cooking with Galit
5/16 - Hazak Dinner
5/18 - Sisterhood Egalitarian Shabbat Service
5/18 - L’ag“beer” Omer Festival
5/19 - Mah Jong Tournament
June 2019
6/1 - Grandparents Shabbat
6/2 - Celebrate Israel Parade
6/4 - Cooking with Kids, Adults and Hollie
6/7-6/10 - Men’s Club Shavuot Family Weekend
6/9 - Shavuot - “Sisterhood Presents” Jewish Women Program
6/13 - 613 Society Event
6/14 - Tiki Bar Shabbat with Chinese Food
6/18 - Congregational Meeting
6/23 - Hazak Brunch
July 2019
7/25-7/28 - Artists in Residence - David Rabinowitz and Charlie
Wachtel - writers workshop/shabbat dinner/screening of
"Blackklansman" w/Q&A following

Rabbinic Reflections
I recently had the opportunity to meet with
 Life cycle events that meet the religious
a number of our conneeds of all members
gregants to discuss
our journey together
 Two kosher kitchens
over the last year and
a half, and looking
 Participation in religious services limited to
ahead to the next few
Jews
years. It was a wonderful chance to hear
feedback from our
What We Will Continue Discussing:
members and reaf Supplementing the Harlowe mahzor (al
firm where we are
cheits/Avinu Malkeinu/other passages) or findgoing as a communiing other mahzor alternatives
ty. I thought we would
all benefit from a brief review of what has changed
 Redesign and refurbishment of the Grand
at EBJC, what we continue to affirm, and what we
Pavilion
will continue discussing. As we look ahead to Shavuot, when we will re-experience the revelation at
 Transitioning to the use of our movement’s
Sinai, we reconsider our relationship to the comHumash, Etz Hayyim
manding God of Israel, as expressed through our
synagogue’s religious policies and customs.
 The use of only Siddur Hadash for all Shabbat services
What Has Changed:

 Expanding Shabbat egalitarian services to
every week

I invite your feedback on all of these issues, as well
as any others that you would like to discuss. It is
 Rotating traditional and egalitarian services only through constant review that we maintain a
between sanctuary and beit midrash each
meaningful relationship to Jewish tradition, to each
Shabbat morning and each year on the High
other, and to God.
Holidays
Rabbi Jeff Pivo
 Transition from the Silverman to the Harlowe mahzor for High Holidays
What We Continue to Affirm:
 Daily traditional minyan, twice a day, every
day
 The full, annual cycle of Torah reading on
Shabbat
 Full repetition of the Amidah, when it occurs, as a standard practice
 Officiating at, or hosting weddings at EBJC,
only between two Jews
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Cantor Larry
Hello Families,
It is difficult to believe that we
have entered the last school
month of the year.
Looking back at the month of
April, I want to give a Yeeshar
Kohakhem to the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and
4th grade students for helping to
lead services on Friday night, April
5th. The kids were awesome. I
also want to thank all those who
helped make the dinner possible
that evening as well.

wonderful activities happening at Kesher, USY, Kadima, and
Chaverim, as well as all of the programs being offered at EBJC. It
truly is a place for everyone and for everything!
This month, I have a little learning with the help of the
Encyclopedia of Jewish Concepts by Philip Birnbaum. Between
Passover and Shavuot, we count the Omer. From the eve of the
second night of Pesah and each night following for forty-nine nights,
we count. We commemorate the ideas of “freedom” and the Exodus
from Egypt, as well as the giving and receiving of the Torah at Mount
Sinai.

We had a fun filled Chocolate
Seder for our Kesher kids and
some extra guests. Youth Night
was filled with an Escape Room, Ice Cream Seder, and an Israel
Night.

In Judaism, counting and numbers play an important role
in our everyday lives. When putting on T’fillin, we wrap the straps
seven times around our arm. When lighting Shabbat candles, we
reach over the flames, one or three or more times based on our
custom. When we say the Amidah, we begin and end by taken three
steps back and three steps forward. We are always counting.

We will have Shabbat School this month on Shabbat, May 11 th, with
school from 10am-11am and a Shabbat B’yachad Family service
from 11am-12:15pm, followed by our students helping with the
ending of our main service and then Kiddush. TOT SHABBAT for little
people (Toddlers through 2nd grade) and their adult friends will also
be on Shabbat, May 11th (11am). Please tell your friends.

One of my favorite aspects of numbers and counting is
known as Gematria. Gematria is Jewish numerology. It is a method
of disclosing the hidden meaning of a biblical or other text by
reckoning the numerical equivalents of the Hebrew letters and
phrases. This form of interpretation is used largely in the TalmudicMidrashic and Kabbalistic literatures.

An example of Gematria: if we take the “Tetragrammaton”
or four-letter name of God (Yud Hey Vav Hey), consisting of the
numerical equivalents of 10, 5, 6 and 5, the sum of whose squares
I want to wish a Yeeshar Kohakhem and Mazal Tov to our USYers for is 186 (100+25+36+25), which is numerically equivalent to Makom
receiving the following awards during this year’s Spring Convention: (place), referring to God as the Omnipresent.
Best Religious Program, Ahavat Tzion (Love for Israel), Most
Gematria has at times been used also as a form of
Improved Communications, Best Membership Initiative, Best Tikun
arithmetical amusement. The kabbalistic literature has made much
Olam Program, Best Overall Tikun Olam, and most of all a Gold
use of speculations based on the numerical values of the Hebrew
Excellence Award (this is 2nd place to Chapter of the Year). We are
letters. Since the word Torah amounts to 611, this refers to the 611
very proud of our youth, and I want to thank Erin Kaplan, our Youth
Advisor, for all that she does for them. In addition, a special thanks commandments transmitted to Israel through Moses. Together with
the first two commandments of the Ten Commandments, given
to the members of the Youth Commission and Rhonda Gold as the
directly by God on Mount Sinai, make up the 613 positive and
chairperson, for all of their support and guidance.
negative precepts.
This month of May, we will have the final Hebrew High School
The numerical value of the word Ehad (One) is equivalent
session of the year on Wednesday, May 1st. Youth Night will be on
to
Ahava
(Love),
so as to indicate, according to Rabbi Joseph Albo's
May 15th with Chaverim and Kadima at 6:15pm enjoying an end of
Ikkarim
of
the
fifteenth
century, that the highest purpose and goal
the year Bar-B-Q. That evening there will also be elections for next
that
we
should
try
to
attain
is love for God, who is One.
year’s USY Board. There will also be a special USY Bagels and Board
on Sunday, May 19th, and a USY dinner and installation on Friday
So, no matter what anything adds up to, make it count!
night, May 31st.
~ Cantor Larry
Plans are under way for next year’s Kesher school year and Youth
programs. Please look out for an email regarding links for both
Kesher registration and Youth registration. We are changing how we
do things to insure we have all the correct information for each
student and youth participant. When you receive the emails, please
log in for the specific registration. There will be multiple links to
respond. As always, if you have any questions, please contact me at
cantorlarry@ebjc.org. Please share with your friends all the new and
There will be NO Kesher classes on Sunday, May 12th, and our final
session of Kesher will be on Wednesday, May 22nd.
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Presidents’ Report
EBJC is a family. This is
not just a cliché, this is
so very true on so many
levels. We pray together, party together, disagree together and
mourn together.

thank you to Sisterhood for running amazing
educational and fun programs and helping us
share Purim Mishloach Manot as a family.
Thank you to Men’s Club for making sure we
commemorate holidays – Shana Tova, Yom
HaShoah and for running great programming.
Thank you to the Board members that run their
respective committees with commitment and
Looking back at our
love. Thank you to our dedicated maintenance
second article for the Recorder, we wrote:
staff that are accepting of change and our high
The value that EBJC brings to its members is apparent. demands. Thank you to our office team for
Inside and outside the building, the members were busy
and bustling with activity. The parking lot, newly paved, jumping to our every need.
was full of cars. People wanted to be here, want to be
affiliated. People wanted to volunteer, to support others, to partake in activities, to share and connect. This
is EBJC at its best, at times of crisis, as we visit our
members saddened by the loss of a loved one, and every day, just a regular every day as we share our lives
together. Volunteerism is at an all-time high, services on
Shabbat are uplifting, conversations during Kiddush are
enlightening as we get to know what an amazing group
of people we are with impressive things people do in
their private lives. This is the value of membership, we
are here to keep this community thriving for us and for
others, for now and for future.

Moving forward, we as a family, need to understand the difficulty our demands pose on our
staff and volunteer officers and we need to
begin to recognize this and help relieve their
stress with more volunteerism, less demands
and more forgiveness. We request that if you
have a question relating to recent accounting
that you contact our outside bookkeeping company: Barbara Bressler at Kesef Accounting
Services, (201)746-0270 ext.418. If it relates
to accounting prior to 2019, we ask that you
send an email to info@ebjc.net or a letter to be
And in November ’17: This is what community is
posted in the white box outside of the office to
about. Connections: connections between members,
be read by Cheryl and Ellen only. Turnaround
connections with family, connections with guests and
time will be a few days. Payments should be
connection to God.
mailed directly to our external bookkeeping
It is with this value of EBJC in mind that we
service because leaving it in the office creates
note our appreciation of the EBJC family. We
say thank you. Thank you to Joannie Weinfeld, a possibility of mis-communication and extends
chair, and the whole gala team for running an the delivery time. Please sign up for the online
amazing event (we surpassed our fundraising payment options. There is NO downside. It
does not cost you any more; it actually saves
goal for this event!). Thank you to Ellen for
bringing Modi to us (he was hysterically funny) you a check. You can either pay with credit
and for tolerating us throughout. Thank you to card or with direct withdrawal from bank
Rabbi Pivo for his guidance, perseverance and (preferred as it costs EBJC nothing). You also
commitment to EBJC. Thank you to Cantor Lar- will not have to ask us questions. You will have
ry for sharing EBJC so enthusiastically and for the answers at your fingertips just like you
would with all other financial interactions.
your dedication and positive effects on the
youth and Kesher programs. Thank you to the
Mitzvah Corps for coordinating the mitzvah of
Shiva. Thank you to Sisterhood’s Kiddush team
for making our family happy every Shabbat and
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Executive Director
I love going to the Theater. The
very first show I went to was Hello
Dolly with Ginger Rogers. It was a
school trip and having never gone
to see a show before, I didn’t know
what to expect. Needless to say, I
was hooked! Theater and performing seems to run through my veins.
Even as a kid in elementary school, I auditioned for school
plays. I just loved it. As I grew up, I auditioned for every
school play in Junior High School and High School. I went to
Brooklyn College where they had a very decent theater department. I dove right in and during my freshman year, I
“auditioned” to be stage manager for a show. It was rare
that a freshman would get any kind of significant part in a
performance so I thought that in my first semester, first year,
I’d get a foot in the door by being a stage manager. The director must have been desperate because she agreed to let
me be her stage manager and I just loved it. We went all
over finding props and costumes for the performance (It was
something by Harold Pinter but I can’t remember which
show). Emboldened, I then auditioned for every show that I
felt I had a good shot of getting into. I changed my major
from Education to Speech and Theater with a minor in English and never looked back (although I would have loved that
pension). When I was a senior, Brooklyn College had the
Royal Shakespeare Company from London come for a special 2 week program. Only 12 kids could get into the program and you had to audition. I was thrilled at being chosen
as one of the 12 and it was an experience I will never forget.

tumes and I recall having to actually make a dress for the
woman playing Agnes Gooch in Mame. I had never used a
sewing machine before, and never even straight stitched, let
alone made a dress, and yet I did. I’d love to tell you that the
dress was magnificent. That would be a total lie. The
sleeves were not the same length. The hem… well, let’s just
say it wasn’t the same length all around. But I learned. I
learned enough to be able to make clothes and costumes for
my kids when they were little. A nice little skill.
When I married and moved to New Jersey, I continued to
audition and perform at local community theaters. I’ve had
the pleasure of performing character leads in Mame, Hello
Dolly, Funny Girl, Man of La Mancha, South Pacific and many
more shows. I was not the ingénue type and that was fine
with me. As life took over and children came, it became
more and more difficult to devote the time to perform. The
last show I was in was playing Bloody Mary in South Pacific
at Plays in the Park (Mercer County). I miss it.

So why do I tell you my life story? I want to bring this back to
EBJC. I am aware that EBJC did this many years ago. I know
that most, if not all of the parts, were cast with members
and children of members. What a wonderful community
event. There are many of you who will remember this fondly
either because you performed or watched your children perform. Unfortunately, the stage in the gym is used for storage
and is in need of some tender, loving care. The curtain is
tattered, ripped and torn and needs to be replaced. I don’t
even know if there is stage lighting or if the lights were rented. It will take an effort and it may not happen tomorrow, in
a few months or even this year, but I’d like to open the disOne summer, I auditioned and got into Summer Stock Theacussion. Do any of you have the drive, talent and desire to
ter in Lake Placid, NY as an apprentice. I went with my mom
reinstitute this at EBJC?
to the audition, brought my guitar, and sang “both sides
As we enter the summer months where things will (hopefully)
now” by Joni Mitchell. My mother’s stomach grumbled
calm down, and we’re in the “lull” before the High Holiday
throughout the entire audition and I was amazed that they
storm, perhaps we can start the discussion. If you’re readcould even hear me!
ing this article and if you have any interest in reinstituting
Every week was a different show. We performed at night
this EBJC tradition, please let me know. I can’t do this alone.
and rehearsed during the day. It was exhausting and exhilaI need you.
rating at the same time. Again, an experience I will never
Thank you all so much,
forget. The apprentices got to perform all of the children’s
shows (even more rehearsals) and I just loved that. I was
Ellen
also lucky to get cast in The Sound of Music as Mother Superior (yes, I wore the whole habit thing and looked quite adorable as a 19 year old Mother Superior). As an apprentice,
you have to do everything. One time, I was in charge of cos-
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The Congregation Extends
CONDOLENCES TO:
Steven Meller on the passing of his mother, Dolores Meller
Steve and Jodi Harkavy on the passing of their daughter, Stephanie Harkavy

MAZEL TOV TO:
Adam and Lauren Altman on the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Jack Altman
Arthur and Shirley Wachtel on the marriage of their son, Brad Wachtel to Elisha Caplan
Mark and Carol Winter on the Bar Mitzvah of their grandson, Ryan Spencer Kapp
Bernice and Steven Bellows on the birth of their granddaughter, Vivian Reese Bellows. The proud parents are
Amy and Jonathan Bellows.
Margot & David Julis on the baby naming of their grandson Carson Bruce Geske, son of Becky & Josh Geske
Bonni Holz on the birth of her grandson, Shaun Garrett Holz, born on April 12th
Our USY chapter for winning seven awards

Social Action
Food is always needed. Please include granola bars.
The social action room has moved to the electrical room just outside the Ballroom entrance by the synagogue

Save the Date!
Friday Night Fun Dinners and Shabbat
May 3rd: Blue Jean Shabbat and BBQ
June 1st: Grandparents Shabbat
June 14th: Tiki Bar Shabbat with Chinese Food

EBJC’S 613 SOCIETY EVENT
Join us on 6-13-19 at 6:13pm to raise the
necessary funds to repair the Shabbat house and
make it livable for Cantor & Larry Brandspiegel
and their family to comfortably & safely enjoy the
mitzvah of celebrating Shabbat & Holidays here at
EBJC. For more info call Adrian & Anne Kroll at
(732) 735-1616

Sephardic Cooking with Galit
The Sephardic shabbat was so enjoyed by
everyone, we were asked if Galit would teach a
cooking class! Galit will offer three sessions, April
30, May 7 and May 14. Total for all three
sessions is $150 or $50.00 per session. The first
class we will learn how to make appetizers, the
second class will be the main course and bread
and the third will be delicious dessert delicacies!
RSVP is required as we only have space for
10. Wine will be served, the meal will be eaten
and all will go home with instructions for every
dish.
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Yom HaShoah Remembrance - May 1 at 8 pm - Minyan followed
by memories by Roz Zell who will discuss her husband's
experience on the Kindertransport and his experience in WWII.
We invite all survivors and their families to attend and light a
memorial candle. The evening will prove to be quite a moving and
memorable experience. If you are a survivor or family of a
survivor, please contact Rabbi Pivo to be included in the program.

Men's Club Shabbat - On Shabbat, May 11 we will host our annual
signature event, Men's Club Shabbat. All male members of EBJC
can participate in this service. We will have a special guest
speaker, Lisa Harris Glass, discussing "The Synagogue of
Tomorrow". Lisa has extensive experience working with dozens of
synagogues improving their operations and community presence.
She will speak during our Shabbat services and again after
Kiddush lunch with a Q&A discussing how a synagogue can be
successful in today's environment on its way to becoming "the
synagogue of tomorrow". This is something you do not want to
miss! You can contribute to sponsoring our lunch at
www.ebjc.org/mcshabbat

Cooking with Kids, Adults and Hollie
A special cooking class for kids 8 and above on Tuesday, June
4th from 6:30pm—8:00pm. Hollie will teach how to make
homemade kid friendly recipes and share with attendees to take
home with them. $18.00 adults, $10 kids 8-12.
RSVP required as the class is limited to 10. To sign-up please do
so online at ebjc.org under “Events”

ONLY checks made out to EBJC go-to Montvale. Sisterhood, men's club,
mitzvah corps, all discretionary funds, 613 event, pavilion donations all go
to Ryder's Lane

Community Events!
Community Israel Event
From commemoration to celebration, come together to honor the
sacrifices of Israeli soldiers and civilians made in defense of the
Jewish homeland. After sundown, we'll transition into celebration
recognizing 71 years of Israeli independence. Join us at Freehold
Jewish Center at 6:45PM on May 8th. Registration is online.

ZUMBA
join us at a Zumba Fundraiser to
support Ovarian Cancer. This event
is on Sunday, May 5th, 2019 from
11:00am-12:30pm at EBJC. Doors
open at 10:30am

Wine for Sale!
WINE FOR SALE ALL YEAR ROUND
Do you need wine before and after Passover for Shabbos, a holiday, a simcha, for dinner? Contact the
Mitzvah Corps at ebjcmitzvahcorps@comcast.net. Wine list and prices available at the EBJC website;
click on the Mitzvah Corps Wine List tab. Relax and enjoy your wine while supporting Yashar LaChayal.

Hazak
It's that time again to start planning for Hazak and the wonderful programs we will be having. We're busy trying to secure speakers and entertainers (and maybe even a trip) for all of
our Hazak participants!
Hazak is for active seniors who enjoy having a good time and socializing. Sponsored by EBJC, Jewish Family Services and Federation, we are happy to provide a delicious lunch and entertainment. The suggested donation is $5.00 which goes to Jewish Family Services to help defray the
cost of lunch.
Hazak is open to everyone. It is a program for all faiths and races... as long as you are over 55,
you're welcome to attend! All we ask is that you RSVP so that we can make sure there is enough
food to go around!

Tentative dates for programs are as follows:
May 16, 2019 Thursday Dinner 6:00
June 23, 2019 Sunday Brunch 10:30
We're planning some wonderful programs - to be announced!
Please RSVP to 732-257-7070!
8
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The Center for Early Learning

The Center for Early Learning @ EBJC
511 Ryders Lane . East Brunswick NJ 08816. 732.257.7070
Lynda Perel

We played pin the triangle on Haman and bean bag toss
We dressed in costumes

We made
groggers!

We baked hamantaschen

FUN WAS HAD BY ALL!!
Registration for 2019-2020 is now open. If you are interested
please contact Lynda Perel at LPerel@ebjc.org. You can find our registration on our FACEBOOK page Center For Early Learning. Hurry
hurry, it’s going to be a great year!!
10
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Sisterhood
A young Jewish mother is
proudly walking through the
park with her two adorable
toddler sons, pushing them
in their side-by-side stroller.
A neighbor spots the mother
and declares, “My, how your
boys have grown! How old
are they now?” To which the
mother replies, beaming,
“Well, the DOCTOR here on
the left is three, and his brother, the LAWYER, is two!”
Ah, the notorious Jewish mother…she’s the stuff of legends and decades of pop culture. But how true is the stereotype? There are probably a few kernels of truth—Jewish mothers are fiercely ambitious for
their children. This might explain why Jews have such a uniquely rich
history of achievement. Where would Albert Einstein or Jonas Salk or
Ruth Bader Ginsburg have been without the love, support, and encouragement of their Jewish mothers?
But those same qualities—extreme loyalty, dedication, ambition—that
are often parodied—are what make all Jewish WOMEN—mothers or
not—so exceptional. And in many families, it is the woman who
weaves Jewish values and traditions into daily life and creates the
memories that connect us to our past and motivate us to carry on
our heritage.

*Sunday, June 9—Jewish Women Who Made a Difference—Back by
popular demand--Join our special educational symposium to honor
the tradition of Shavuot study. You are welcome to participate or
merely learn something new! Several of our Sisterhood members
will each highlight a prominent Jewish woman by sharing her story
Subjects of discussion range from Biblical heroines to modern-day
political figures. Find out why these particular women of note resonate with our “Sisters.” Want to get involved? Contact Gloria Jaslow—
732-247-4869—glorichi@aol.com.
And don’t forget--*Rabbi Pivo’s adult education series “Torah, Time
and Tefillah” continues every Thursday evening after Minyan. There’s
so much more to learn! Why not audit a class to find out what it’s all
about.
Please remember to read each Friday’s Tidbits email blast to learn
details of upcoming events.
Visit our Sisterhood Judaica Shop for great values on exquisite
items.
ATTENTION ALL BIBLIOPHILES: BOOK CLUB IS ON!!
—A little delayed, but still exciting.

To highlight the joy of summer reading, the Sisterhood Book Club
will launch this July. In accordance with our members’ preferences, we will meet Saturday afternoon, after Kiddush, at 1:30
PM on July 20th. Our first selection is multi-award-winning memoir If All The Seas Were Ink by Ilana Kurshan. Here’s the synopsis: following a painful divorce, a young woman who is living in
Israel, away from her family, begins the practice of Dof Yomi, the
So that’s where Sisterhood comes in.
ritual of learning one page of Talmud each day. One review statThrough Sisterhood, we strengthen each other, by reinforcing our ed “The words, stories and narratives in this book are inspiring,
commitment to Jewish continuity. We revel in each other’s company, encouraging, motivating, and rich with meaning.” Who couldn’t
form lasting bonds of friendship, support one another in happiness use some of that in their summer?
and sorrow. We revitalize our energy through learning and education
EGALITARIAN SHIVA MINYAN—Stand up and be countand inspire each other to stretch beyond our comfort zone.
ed—literally! Bereaved families now have the choice to welcome
If you’re not yet involved, try one event. We will welcome you with joy. either a Traditional or Egalitarian shiva minyan into their home
to join in the reciting of Kaddish. Being a member of the Egalitarian shiva minyan is a deeply rewarding opportunity for women to
demonstrate their compassion toward fellow congregants. You
EVENTS OF NOTE-will leave feeling that you have truly performed a worthy mitzvah
*Saturday, May 18—Annual Sisterhood Shabbat—This is your and made a difference.
chance to be fully engaged in the Shabbat service by participating
in all aspects of worship. Participation is open to both current and **********************************************************
prospective Sisterhood members. Have you always wanted to be Our annual EBJC calendar meeting is fast approaching. This is your
granted an Aliyah? Open the Ark? Lead a prayer or song? Chant opportunity to share your ideas for future Sisterhood programming
Torah? All these parts are available. MP3s, practice sheets, and and events. Do our members prefer religious programs, classes,
assistance will be provided.
films, dinners, crafts, musical concerts, social action? Please let us
Or perhaps you’d just prefer to support the Kiddush for this special know so that we can make Sisterhood relevant to YOU.
function—all donations are welcome. Contact our outstanding Reli^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
gious VP Gloria Jaslow—732-247-4869—glorichi@aol.com as soon
This glorious month of May, as the flowers bloom, and our hearts
as possible if you’d like a part in the service. Discover how much
and minds turn toward the mothers in our lives, take a moment to
you can become enriched through this unique experience.
honor all the Jewish women who have shaped your identity.
*Wednesday, June 5—Garden State Region Waikiki Luau (6 to 9 Wishing everyone a joyous Mother’s Day,
pm)—All are welcome to this exciting region-wide event at Temple
magoo1211@comcast.net
Beth Shalom in Livingston! Celebrate EBJC’s extraordinary choice Margot Julis
for Woman of Achievement this year—Gloria Jaslow, Religious VP, Sara Ullman
tranquil77@aol.com
one of our most devoted Sisterhood leaders. Listen to the profiles of
all the women from various area congregations who have distinguished themselves through their outstanding contributions to their
Sisterhood, Synagogue, or Community. Show your support by placing
an ad in the special tribute journal for the event. Plus dress the part
and enjoy a tropical-themed luau. Contact Sara or Margot if you’d
like to attend or submit an ad.
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informative and thought proMen’s Club is continuing anoth- voking. We encourage you to
mark this date on your calener busy year with a focus on
expanding our reach to include dar. This is something you
won’t want to miss. You can
younger families.
contribute to sponsoring our
Men’s Club hosted well attend- post service lunch at
ed pre-Pesach breakfast prowww.ebjc.org/mcshabbat.
gram where we discussed how
to personalize your seder with Men’s Club hosts our first
Rabbi Pivo and Yom Hashoah Family Shavuot Weekend on Friday, June 7 to June 10
at NJY Camps in Milford, PA. Families of all ages, from
candles were distributed for member delivery. These
young children to grandparents will have a great time at
candles are to be lit on the evening of May 1. You can
make an online contribution to help support this effort this weekend while fully observing the holiday. Detailed
information is available at ebjc.org/shavuot.
at ebjc.org/yellowcandles.
On the evening of Wed., June 12 we will have our concluding event, the regional NNJR President’s dinner
when are retiring leaders are honored and our new
leaders installed.
We are now working on summer programming and programming for the 2019-2020 year.

On Shabbat, May 11 we will host our annual signature
event, Men’s Club Shabbat. All male members of EBJC
can participate in this service. We will have a special
guest speaker, Lisa Harris Glass, discussing “The Synagogue of Tomorrow.” A synagogue serves many purposes. However, the needs of a
Jewish community changes
over time and so must synagogue’s operations. What
worked 30 years ago won’t
work today. Lisa has extensive experience working with
dozens of synagogues improving their operations and
community presence. She
will speak during our Shabbat services and again after
Kiddush lunch with a Q&A
discussing how a synagogue can be successful in today’s environment on its way to becoming “the synagogue of tomorrow.” Her comments will be extremely
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You can see our upcoming events at ebjc.org/mensclub. While we have a busy calendar, we are always
seeking ideas for new and interesting events. You are
welcome to join the fun in arranging our programming.
Do you have an idea for an event or activity? Attend any
Board meeting and share your idea. Our next two are
on May 13 and June 17 at EBJC at 8:30 pm. All are welcome.
We invite interested members to join Men’s Club. Only a
modest amount of time and effort is required. If you can
help us run just one event, we would be delighted to
have you join us. We can use all kinds of help. No matter your skills, interests and availability, Men’s Club has
something to fit your schedule and background. Contact us anytime at mensclub@ebjc.net.
Shalom,
Arthur Fliegelman and Sheldon Horowitz
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ORAL SURGERY GROUP, P.A.
PRACTICE LIMITED TO ORAL AND MAXILLOFACIAL SURGERY,
DENTAL IMPLANTS, ORAL MEDICINE, ORAL PATHOLOGY, AND
TMJ DISORDER.

Dr. David M. Rauch, DDS
Dr. Philip S. Engel, DMD
Dr. Richard K. Stern, DDS
Dr. Constantine Simos, DMD
Dr. Michael E. Stern, DMD

172 Summerhill Rd.
St. 3 Brook Rd.
E. Brunswick, NJ
08816
(732) 238-3700.
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109 Livingston Ave.
N. Brunswick, NJ
08901
(732) 247-8083

1275 Bound Brook
Rd.
Middlesex, NJ 08846
(732) 271-0330

Please Support Our Sponsors—They Support Us
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Donations
ALIYAH
Ken and Helene Gerson
Gail and Neil Kosher
Bruce and Shirley Sommers
Lewis and Janice Stolar
Steven and Sara Ullman
CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Barbara Kurlan
GENERAL DONATIONS
Patricia Brams for Jack Altman’s Bar Mitzvah
Bruce Gold
Howard and Cindi Jacobs for Jack and Carol Goldberg on the
birth of their granddaughter, Ramona Sage Zimmerman
David and Margot Julis for Joel and Laura Leizer on the birth
of their grandson, Jace Robert Leizer-Feingold
David and Margot Julis for Monte and Linda Block on the
birth of their granddaughter, Harlan Briel Block McCormick
David and Margot Julis for Jack and Carol Goldberg on the
birth of their granddaughter, Ramona Sage Zimmerman
Sherryl and Michael Kaufman
Roy and Patricia Myers in memory of Ed Cohen
David and Judith Oshinsky in honor of Rita Oshinsky and
Edwin Cohen

Marla Genee
Hillary Gensler
Ingeborg Gross
Sylvia Halpern
Cindi Jacobs
Gloria Jaslow
Margot Julis
Fran Katz
Anne Kaufman
Gail Kosher
Carol Landa
Elise Merkel
Deena Oren
Lory Pelofsky
Eve Perlman
Roxsene Plafker
Lisa Pivo
Cindy Rabinowitz
Maureen Richardson
Cindy Rollman
Ilene Rothman
Janice Saferstein
Yvette Schlussel
Fran Shafer
Sara Ullman
Thelma Zalewitz

YAHRZEIT
Gary and Gail Applebaum in memory of Jonathan Mann
Stanley and Gail Rubin
Gary and Gail Applebaum in memory of Lisa Mann
Will and Amy Schafer
Ronald and Louis Bleich in memory of Hersh Herschkowicz
Joel and Fran Shafer in honor of the marriage of Maureen
Miriam Cohen in memory of Cantor Robert Cohen
Richardson’s daughter, Michal, to Josh Marantz
Sylvia Cohen in memory of Edward Cohen
Bruce and Shirley Sommers
Alexander and Basya Ekshtayn
Ron and Laura Sucher
Steve and Doris Entin in memory of Leah Entin
Gerald and Joannie Weinfeld for Monte and Lisa Block on the
Barry D. Fink in memory of Marilyn Lerner
birth of their granddaughter, Harlan Briel Block McCormick
Gerald and Joannie Weinfeld for Jack and Carol Goldberg on Gary and Roslyn Frank in memory of Jennie Frank
Marcia Freedman
the birth of their granddaughter, Ramona Sage Zimmerman
Gerald and Joannie Weinfeld for Maureen Richardson on the David and Wendy Friedman in memory of Philip Weintraub
marriage of her daughter, Michal, to Josh Marantz
David Gelb in memory of Abe Gelb
Ken and Helene Gerson
KIDDUSH CONTRIBUTIONS
Steven and Ronnie Girshek in memory of Abe Girshek
Miriam Cohen
Donna Guskind in memory of Harvey Waldman
Yvette & Asher Yama
Donna Guskind in memory of David Guskind
Thelma Zalewitz
Donna Guskind in memory of Eugene Guskind
Thank you to this year’s supporters of Torah Fund
Rosalyn P. Goldstein in memory of Sam Fichtenbaum
Sheila Behrman
Inge Gross in memory of Fred Gross
Joan Bramson
Sylvia Halpern in memory of Georges Halpern
Jody Bramson
Barry and Gloria Jaslow in memory of Lena Wolk
Laura Brandspiegel
Michael and Sherryl Kaufman
Sheila Davidoff and granddaughter Violet
Myra Feldman
Michael Kesler and Barbara Reed in memory of Regina
Kesler
Janet Fliegelman
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YAHRZEIT (CONT.)
Steven and Gail Lustbader in memory of Jacob Lustbader
Robert and Marlene Miller in memory of Gerald Martin
Paul and Myra Rose in memory of Joseph Rinzler
Michael and Judi Salant in memory of Grace Salant and
Sharon Salant
Robert and Liz Salston in memory of Philip Salzstein and
Minnie Salston Rivlin
Paul and Leslie Schoen
Leslie and Marilyn Schweiloch in memory of Wilfred Scher
Janet Sculler
Jacqueline Shagam in memory of Reginald Shagam
Harold and Lynne Seltzer in memory of Paul Lewis Seltzer

Paul and Naomi Weiss in memory of Joseph Reinhold
Steven and Florence Winter in memory of Alexander Stein
Neal and Leba Yolin in memory of Simon Rosen
Thelma Zaelewitz in memory of Faninnie Zalewitz and
Norman Bookbinder
Jeffrey and Hildy Zonis in memory of Lori Bergman

EBJC Sisterhood 4thd Annual Shavuot Plant Sale
According to the Midrash, Mount Sinai suddenly bloomed with flowers in anticipation of the giving of the Torah. Help decorate our Bimah with a beautiful variety of
seasonal plants in honor of Shavuot. You may purchase small plants for $18.00 each
or large plants for $36.00 each. Each plant will have a name tag on it. Plants will be

placed on the Bimah on June 7th through June 10th. You can take your plant home
on or after Tuesday, June 11th
All orders are due by May 28th. Please complete the order form below, make your
checks payable to EBJC Sisterhood and either mail or bring your order form into the
EBJC office. Feel free to call Anne Kroll at 732-735-1616 with any questions. Thank
you!
____________________________________________________________________________________

EBJC Sisterhood 4th Annual Shavuot Plant Sale
Name ____________________________________________
Email __________________________ Telephone Number _____________________
I would like _________ small plants @ $18.00 each = ____________
I would like _________ large plants @ $36.00 each = ____________
Total enclosed __________________
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Thank you!
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SISTERHOOD AT YOUR FINGERTIPS
The Sisterhood Judaica Shop is under new management. Browse the beautiful collection of gifts, home
furnishings and Judaica for all occasions. We are your source for beautiful giftware, books, candles, head
coverings and more.
Contact Cindy Rollman 908-812-6713 or Caroline Steinberg 732-735-6641
Torah Fund Pin – 2018-2019 – The 5779 Torah Fund pin envelopes the Hebrew word for “future” (Atid)
with a stylized Magen David, a truly classic pain.
Contact Jody Bramson 732-390-5166 or jlbrams@aol.comgo purchase your pin
Gift cards (aka SCRIP) is an easy way to help the Sisterhood raise funds by purchasing gifts for ShopRite,
ACME or Lox, Stock & Deli. NEW ADDITION….WE NOW SELL GIDDY’S GIFT CARDS!!!!What could be easier?
You are going to spend the money there ANYWAY!
Contact Judy Klotzkin 732-390-6140 or scrip@ebjc.net
Bimah Baskets – for any Simcha…A beautiful basket with food items will be placed on the Bimah prior to
Shabbat. A card will let your guests know that a donation has been made in honor of the Bar/Bat Mitzvah
child. You can also order a Bimah Basket for ANY occasion you’d like!
Contact Cindy Rollman 908-812-6713 or Caroline Steinberg 732-735-6641
JNF Trees – to purchase trees-Contact: Diana Horowitz 732-390-9058
Cards, Tributes & Tree of Life - Contact: Bernice Bellows-732-254-4103; Beth Belzer 732-238-7925
SISTERHOOD SAVE THE DATE
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May 6 - 7 PM in the Sanctuary - Workshop with Rabbi Pivo and Cantor Larry to learn the different aliyot and
other parts of the service in preparation for our Sisterhood Shabbat on May 18. Please email Gloria – glorichi@aol.com to let us know if you will be able to attend the workshop.
May 18 – Sisterhood Shabbat – Join your fellow Sisterhood women and participate in a beautiful and spiritual Shabbat service. From first-timers on the Bimah to Torah readers – we offer it all, so please join us.
Email Gloria – glorichi@aol.com for more info!
Sisterhood Shavuot Program – “Jewish Women Who Made a Difference” – Sunday, June 9 – after Kiddush
in the Courtyard
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511 Ryders Lane
East Brunswick, New Jersey
08816-2769

Office Spaces For Rent
Multiple sizes, flexible terms,
Special program for Professionals who want to
“expand” their local territory to include Old Bridge area.
Call Jay Lopatin (732) 784-3244
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