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Rabbi Pivo & his family, Cantor Larry and 

his family, the EBJC staff, and  

committees hope you have a happy Pesach!  

SHABBAT SERVICES 

TAZRIA 

Friday, April 5- 6:00 pm 

Saturday, April 6 - 9:30 am & 7:05 pm 

 

METZORA 

Friday, April 12– 6:00 pm 

Saturday, April 13– 9:30 am  & 7:15 pm 

 

PESACH 

Friday, April19– 6:00 pm 

Saturday, April 20- 9:30 am & 7:20 pm 

 

PESACH 

Friday, April 26– 6:00 pm 

Saturday, April 27– 9:30 am & 7:30 pm 

 

ACHREI MOT 

Friday, May 3- 6:00 pm 

Saturday, May 4 - 9:30 am & 7:35 pm 

Bar Mitzvah of Ben Krasnove 

 

CANDLELIGHTING 

4/5 7:08 pm 

4/12 7:15 pm 

4/19 7:23 pm 

4/26 7:30 pm 

5/3 7:37 pm 

PRIMARY CONTACTS 

Tel: 732-257-7070 

Rabbi Jeff Pivo - Rabbipivo@ebjc.org 

Deena Oren & Eric Pelofsky,  

Co-Presidents - Presidents@ebjc.net 

Ellen Botwin, Executive Director -

Ebotwin@ebjc.org 

Cantor Larry Brandspiegel, Education  

 Director - Cantorlarry@ebjc.org 

Cheryl Decker, Office Administrator -                  

C.decker@ebjc.org 
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APRIL 2019 

COMMITTEE CONTACTS 

Margot Julis, Sara Ullman Sisterhood Co-Presidents 

Arthur Fliegelman and Sheldon Horowitz,  

Men’s Club Presidents   

Rhonda Gold, Youth Commission 

Ken Gerson, Membership Committee  

Joe Behrman, Chairperson, Special Circumstances 

Hollie Cerame, Social Action/Fundraising 

Lynda Perel, Director of The Center for Early Learning  

Joannie Weinfeld, Calendar 

Jamie Wasserman and Brooke Rudolph, Board of 

Education Co-Chairs 

If you have problems at EBJC that are not getting 

adequately resolved, please call Ellen Botwin, x5 

(732) 257-7070  

RECORDER STAFF  

Stefani Kovler,  Administrative Assistant 

Vicki & Marty Nathanson, Madeline Frances 

Deborah A. Berger, Graphic Designer (Recorder 

Redesign) 

David Kosher 

Board of Directors  4/24 

Board of Ed  4/3 

Executive Board  4/10 

Genesis Science 4/1, 8, 15, 22, 29 

Hebrew Class 4/4, 11, 18, 25 

Israeli Dance  4/1, 8, 15, 22, 29 

Mah Jongg  4/1, 8, 15, 22, 29 

Talmud Class 4/3, 10, 17, 24 

Youth Commission  4/10 

Membership Committee  

SAVE THE DATE (Dates subject to change) 

 
April 2019 
4/4 - Sisterhood Education Series with Rabbi Pivo 
4/6 - Gala 
4/7 - Book Launching, reading, crafts and lunch - "The Best Four 
Questions"  
4/14 - Men’s Club Pre-Passover Breakfast with Rabbi Pivo 
4/15 - Hazak Lunch 
4/20 - Congregational Pesach Seder 
May 2019 
5/1 - Yom HaShoah Program 
5/1 - Yom HaShoa Candle Lighting (evening) 
5/2 - Sisterhood Education Series with Rabbi Pivo 
5/3 - Blue Jean Shabbat and BBQ 
5/6 - Zumba Fundraiser for Teal Tea Foundation 
5/8 - Yom Ha'Zikron/Hom Ha'atzmaut Program 
5/11 - Men’s Club Shabbat 
5/16 - Hazak Dinner 
5/18 - Sisterhood Egalitarian Shabbat Service 
5/18 - L’ag“beer” Omer Festival 
5/19 - Mah Jong Tournament 
June 2019 
6/1 - Grandparents Shabbat 
6/2 - Celebrate Israel Parade 
6/7-6/10 - Men’s Club Shavuot Family Weekend 
6/9 - Shavuot - “Sisterhood Presents” Jewish Women Program 
6/14 - Tiki Bar Shabbat with Chinese Food 
6/18 - Congregational Meeting 
6/23 - Hazak Brunch 
July 2019 
7/25-7/28 - Artists in Residence - David Rabinowitz and Charlie 
Wachtel - writers workshop/shabbat dinner/screening of 
"Blackklansman" w/Q&A following  

 
 

East Brunswick Jewish Center 
511 Ryders Lane, E Brunswick, NJ 08816 

Tel: 732-257-7070 Fax: 732-257-9630 

www.ebjc.org 

tel:(732)%20257-7070
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The Meaning of 

Matzah 

 

Pesakh is the most 

important holiday in 

the Torah. Rosh 

Hashana and Yom 

Kippur are men-

tioned briefly 

(though not by 

those names), the 

other harvest festi-

vals Sukkot and 

Shavuot are dis-

cussed, but nothing really compares with the 

amount of attention Pesakh receives. The rea-

son is obvious: Pesakh recalls our flight from 

Mitzrayim, our transformation from a slave 

people to a free nation, one that was on its way 

to living a sanctified life in a sacred land. 

What Pesakh shares with other Jewish 

holidays is the ritualization of its themes 

through food, and the food that represents Pe-

sakh is matzah. For eight days we refrain from 

eating leavened bread, typically the most basic 

of foods, and instead eat unleavened matzah. 

This dramatic shift in what we eat is a constant 

reminder of what is missing from our diet dur-

ing Pesakh: hametz (leaven). In fact, the re-

moval of hametz is so central to the experience 

of Pesakh that we work for days or weeks prior 

to the holiday to clean our homes of it, sell any 

hametz that remains in our possession, ritually 

search for and then burn some of it just prior 

to Pesakh and, finally, maintain our homes as 

non-hametz zones for the rest of the week. It 

takes a great deal of effort to fulfill that level of 

commitment to Jewish law, but most Jews 

make that effort. It is critical that we remember 

why we do, so that we don’t become enslaved 

to the very rituals that commemorate our free-

dom. 

There are two main reasons for our zeal 

in removing hametz from our diets during Pe-

sakh. First, we do so as a remembrance of the 

haste with which our ancestors fled Mitzrayim. 

I don’t know how many Israelites were awake 

and just getting started baking bread in the 

middle of the night when the final plague hit 

Mitzrayim, but the symbol of haste is the key to 

our practice: They fled more quickly than the 

time it would take for bread to rise. Escape 

from slavery does not come easily or without 

danger. When it comes, we need to be ready to 

go at a moment’s notice. By avoiding all 

hametz during Pesakh, we remember the 

speed of our delivery that night and the precar-

iousness of the entire endeavor. Had they not 

fled immediately, we might not now be Jews. 

The second reason for the fervor of our 

hametz removal is the symbol of purging our-

selves of any impurities that accompany us 

when we are redeemed from slavery, whether 

the actual bonds of slavery in Mitzrayim or the 

psychological bonds of addiction, character 

flaws, unhealthy relationships and the like. 

Making a clean break from the past means 

leaving behind even the smallest hint of what 

had enslaved us, symbolized by omitting even 

the smallest particle of hametz in our diets and 

in our homes. 

The meaning of matzah is found not in 

what it is but in what it lacks. We avoid hametz 

for eight days to remember the speed of the 

escape from slavery, of taking the opportunity 

to liberate ourselves while we can, and to at-

tempt to leave behind those remnants of our 

slavery which may still cling to us. We eat mat-

zah to remember their liberation and our own. 

 

Hag kasher v’same’akh, 

 

Rabbi Jeff Pivo 

Rabbinic Reflections 
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 Hello Families,  

 

What an amazing month of 

March! The Purim Carnival and 

Purim services were fantastic. 

There were so many kids and 

adults.  I am really enjoying 

seeing all the wonderful 

people at EBJC having fun and 

making new friends.   

 

Yeeshar Kohakhem to the 5th, 

6th and 7th grade classes on 

their participation at Friday 

night services on March 22nd.  

I look forward to the 1st, 2nd, 

3rd, and 4th grades helping to 

lead services on Friday night, April 5th at 7:30pm.  

 

This month, we will have a Chocolate Seder on Sunday, April 

7th for Kesher.  This is going to be a lot of fun and a bit 

messy. We need some parent volunteers, so please let me 

know if you are able to help.   

 

As always, please remember to check your calendars, emails, 

and Facebook page for upcoming events, announcements, 

and great pictures. We have not had much use for our 

REMIND TEXT MESSAGING system, but if you have not 

already done so, please sign up for quick school 

announcements.  There may be a last minute message. 

 

Our next Shabbat School and Shabbat B'Yachad Family 

Service will be on Shabbat, May 11th (10am). We want every 

child and parent to attend in order to give everyone the best 

possible Shabbat morning experience. 

 

TOT SHABBAT for little people (Toddlers through 2nd grade) 

and their adult friends will be on Shabbat, May 11th (11am). 

 Please tell your friends. 

Other upcoming dates: 

Hebrew High School - the next session is on April 3rd. Topic: 

“God in our lives.” 

The next Youth Night is on Wednesday, April 10th.  Chaverim 

and Kadima at 6:15pm and USY at 7:45pm.  

There will be NO classes for Kesher on Sunday, April 14, 

Wednesday, April 17, Sunday, April 21, and Wednesday, April 

24 because of Spring Break and Pesah. 

There will be a special "B'nai Mitzvah" class on Sunday, April 

28th from 10am-11:15am for 4th, 5th, and 6th grade 

parents to discuss the service changes and requirements 

regarding B'nai Mitzvah at EBJC starting in the Fall. 

If you have any questions, please contact me at 

cantorlarry@ebjc.org 

 

Please share with your friends all the new and wonderful 

activities happening at Kesher, USY, Kadima and Chaverim, 

as well as all of the programs being offered at EBJC. It truly is 

a place for everyone and for everything! 

       

    

 At the time that I sat down to write this article, I knew 

that there might be only a little bit of time after it would be 

received to really sit down and read a lengthy piece, due to 

the timing of the year.   It is at this time of the year that we 

begin to get a little tense, scrambling around, getting the 

house in order, getting the right foods and getting ready for 

the holiday of Passover.  Although under the pressure of time, 

I begin to feel a sense of joy.  Spring is upon us.  A rebirth of 

another year.  I begin to think about family.  I begin to think 

about what this holiday represents, year after year, by 

bringing all of us together to share and rejoice at the Seder 

table and to remember “freedom.”  I begin to think of the 

laughter, the seriousness and the discussions that my family 

brings to the Seder. I begin to think of the music, the songs, 

and the words that tie it all together.   

Music, no matter what the mood, seems to tie it all together.  

And it is not, DAYYENU, it is never enough.  Our music 

continues to grow.  Melodies continue to flourish.  Whether it 

is a folk tune or a symphony, music is what really brings out 

our freedom.  When the Jewish people left Egypt and crossed 

the Red Sea, Miriam led the nation in song and dance.  This 

expressed their freedom.   

Music makes us happy.  Music makes us sad.  Music makes 

us proud.  We sing alone and we sing as a people.  We sing 

solo and we sing in chorus.  We sing soft and we sing loud.  

We sing tradition and we sing modernity.  No matter what, 

where or when, we sing.  As an individual, we sing.  As a 

family, we sing.  As a congregation, we sing together! 

Let this holiday of Passover bring us joy.  Let this holiday of 

Passover when we read the Megillah of Shir Hashirim, Song 

of Songs, be a holiday that brings out our songs.  Let this 

holiday of enrichment be inspiring to bring us together, to 

bring our families together, to bring our congregation 

together, and to bring the world together in peace and in 

song.  May our music bring us closer to God.  

On behalf of my wife, Laura, my children, Samantha, Heather, 

and Jeremy, and my future son-in-law, Avi, I wish all of you a 

happy and healthy Hag Sameah and a wonderful Passover.  

   

  

~ Cantor Larry 

Cantor Larry 
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Presidents’ Report 
Sometimes things just stick 

with you. At the Interfaith 

Thanksgiving Service, Rev. 

Kathryn R. Mustaro spoke very 

eloquently about our common 

value, "Gratitude". In it she 

translated it to the Hebrew 

expression:  הכרת הטוב– 

Hakarat Hatov.  

 

Let’s look at the Hebrew expression  הכרת הטובa bit deeper. 

Its literal translation is to recognize, to acknowledge, to see 

the good. The words imply that to have gratitude one must 

recognize what the other has done, or what the other’s intent 

was in the action, or see the good in a situation, in God’s ac-

tions. 

 

Often times it is easier for us to see the good in strangers 

than in a person who is close to us. I propose that the cause 

is our expectation. We don’t know the stranger; therefore, we 

don’t have any expectations of them. We are more critical of 

someone close to us, someone in our family, in our shul, in 

our circle of friends. We have even higher expectations of 

those holding respected positions such as clergy, executives, 

board members or presidents. Because we expect the good, 

we don’t notice it. Sometimes we make negative assump-

tions about intent; see incompetence or missteps; and we 

don't give others the benefit of the doubt. All because we 

don't see the good. 

 

This tendency to not see the good in others is what our Jew-

ish teachings recognize as a phenomenon.   As it is ad-

dressed in discussions with Ben Zoma who says, "A good 

guest, what does he say? 'How much trouble did the landlord 

bother for me, how much meat has he brought in front of me, 

how much wine did he bring before me, how many ( גלוסקאות
breads) has he brought before me and everything he both-

ered he bother only for me!' But a bad guest says, 'What ef-

fort did the landlord do?  I only ate one bread, one piece of 

meat, one glass I drank, and all the landlord did he did for his 

wife and children.’“ Brachot 58, 71 נח ע"א  ברכות  

Ben Zoma is describing an everyday occurrence as seen by 

the one that does not have gratitude, does not see the good.  

 

Let us learn from our sages to see in everyday occurrences 

the good in each and every one of us. Let us first assume 

something positive.  Let’s all learn to recognize the good, 

 When we are open to see the good, our livesהכרת הטוב. 

become all the richer for it. 

 

Our volunteers, our clergy and our staff do so much.  They put 

in so much effort and without them, so little good could hap-

pen. So instead of criticizing, let’s praise. Instead of harbor-

ing anger, let’s celebrate. It’s time to start with me. I am very 

sorry that I missed a big thank you to Andrea Tobias Kostick, 

in the last Recorder article, when telling of the Sephardic 

Shabbat. Andrea was the reason we had a real Sephardic 

Torah.  She drove quite far and called in favors to get the 

Sephardic Torah to us. These are the things that are often 

overlooked; the good and wonderful things our members do. 

 

 I hope I will remember to praise all for how wonderful the 

Purim Carnival was. The parking lot was overflowing, the ac-

tivities were very well attended, even the silent auction and 

raffles were a huge success.  The food was perfect and tasty, 

and the security and cleanup both went smoothly. Yashar 

koach to EBJC’s team: Dori and Josh Saypol, Cantor Larry, 

Ellen Botwin, Jill Rubin, Joannie Weinfeld, Steve Zeidwerg, 

Jose, Leo, and the office staff.  The megillah reading on Purim 

was fun, meaningful and educational for all ages. What a 

team of readers, experienced and new alike!  It was moving 

and wonderful to have the USYers abduct the Cantor for ran-

som. How uplifting to see so many in costume and we all lis-

tened, as we are obligated, to the full megillah. 

 

Thank you!  Rabbi Pivo and                   

Cantor Larry 
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I recently went to the NAASE con-

ference in West Palm Beach, Flori-

da.  NAASE stands for the North 

American Association of Syna-

gogue Executives.  I went two days 

earlier so that I could visit with 

friends and family that migrated 

south, some for the winter and 

some for good!  It was wonderful 

visiting and going over shared 

memories.  Then on Sunday, the conference began.  Syna-

gogue Executives are a unique group of people. We share 

many similar issues no matter how large or small the syna-

gogue is.  There were Executive Directors from synagogues 

with over 1,600 members and some from synagogues of 

225 members.  We share experiences and knowledge and 

we support each other as we all can commiserate on the 

good, bad and ugly of running a synagogue. 

 

I was jealous of the Synagogues that had administrative as-

sistants for their Executive Directors and even more jealous 

of the ones that actually employed marketing people, pro-

gramming experts and had staffs of 8, 12 or more!  Of 

course, many with that large a staff were synagogues of over 

800 members.  But there were some in the 400-500 range 

that had far more office staff than we do.  Ah, to dream. 

 

We stayed at the Marriott West Palm Beach Hotel and that 

must be the place to stay because Rudy Guiliani was there 

along with the Brussels Philharmonic Orchestra (who appar-

ently smoke quite a bit –wonder how that works with wind 

instruments?). There was also a basketball team (don’t ask 

me who they were or what team as I know nothing about 

basketball).  I went up in the elevator with three of them and 

believe me, I never felt so short in my entire adult life! 

 

The conference had many facets. There was a seminar on 

security (a main focus these days), one on attracting the 

millennial family (another main focus), and more on budget-

ing, fundraising for capital campaigns, endowments and leg-

acies and so much more.  The most valuable input comes 

from the networking.  The down time when we are eating 

meals together or on a short break in between the classes.  

This is where I learn the most.  Although some of our prob-

lems and issues are unique, many are not.  We all struggle 

with how to handle dues; should we go to a fair share pro-

gram, should we continue with dues, should we keep senior 

pricing, should we initiate reduced rates for young families, 

etc.  We all struggle with getting volunteers whereby much of 

the work falls on the shoulders of the staff. We struggle with 

how to make everyone happy, how to keep everyone in-

volved, what are the new and great programs to offer and 

how do we pay for it.  It’s never ending and although com-

forting to an extent to know that we are all facing these is-

sues, it’s also sad because so many Jewish families do not 

place value on synagogue involvement.  It’s not a priority and 

they don’t find it to be the community they seek.  Their mom-

my and me class is their community. Their gym membership 

is their community.  Their book club and Mah Jong group are 

their community. The synagogue is not considered even 

though they will be Jewish for all of their lives. Because of 

this, synagogues are merging and and/or working together 

for the greater good.  It’s not always about joining. It’s about 

involvement and commitment. For those people that say, 

“But I only come to synagogue 3-4 days a year, why should I 

pay full dues?”, I say, ”But we have to stay open 364 days a 

year in order to have you come for those 3 or 4 days”. It’s 

not easy. 

I recall when my son started Hebrew School and the Rabbi 

held the first parent class.  He said that Hebrew School was 

two days a week, a 5 hour commitment.  For those of us that 

prioritized sports over Hebrew School (many were taking 

their children out early or missing a day entirely), he 

said…”There will be many opportunities for your children to 

add to their college and life resumes. Less than 1% of chil-

dren today will ever become professional athletes…but they 

will all become Jewish adults and Hebrew School is where it 

starts.”  I’ll never forget those words.  As a result, my son 

didn’t get involved in sports until after his bar mitzvah and 

he excelled at wrestling and pole vaulting.  He’s also in-

volved Jewishly and perhaps that’s because we taught him 

THAT was the priority.   

 

I boarded the airplane leaving West Palm Beach invigorated.  

I don’t know what the fates hold for EBJC and for Conserva-

tive Judiasm as a whole.  But I know that there are many 

who love EBJC, who feel at home the moment they walk into 

the building. We laugh together, we cry together and we are 

indeed a community.   

 

I just have to figure out how to get that message across.  I’d 

love your help. 

 

Have a sweet, happy and healthy Pesach! 

Ellen 

Executive Director 
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The Congregation Extends  
 

CONDOLENCES TO: 
Beth Hoffman on the passing of her father, Marvin Aronowitz 

Rochelle Bennett on the passing of her sister, Pauline Gerstman 

MAZEL TOV TO: 
Cindy and Eric Rabinowitz and Shirley and Arthur Wachtel on their sons David Rabinowitz and Charlie 

Wachtel on winning an Oscar  

Linda Block on receiving the Kipnis-Wilson/Friedland (KWF) Award from the Jewish Federation in the 

Heart of New Jersey.   

Lory Pelofsky on being Sisterhood’s Torah Fund honoree  

Joel and Joyce Kaufman on the birth of their grandson, Joshua Aaron Kaufman.  Joshua is the son of 

Daniel and Carly. 

Arthur and Shirley Wachtel on the upcoming wedding of their son, Brad to Elisha Caplan 

Mazel Tov to Jack and Carol Goldberg on the birth of their first grandchild, Ramona Sage Zimmerman. 

Ramona is the daughter of Declan and Mandy Goldberg Zimmerman. 

Social Action 

Community Events! 

Save the Date! 

Food is always needed. Please include granola bars. 

The social action room has moved to the electrical room just outside the 

Ballroom entrance by the synagogue 

Gala - April 6th at 7:30pm - Annual Gala featuring 

comedian, Modi, honoring Rabbi Pivo and Cantor 

Larry. This years theme is 60 and fabulous!! Bring 

your friends, this evening will keep you in stitches! 

Friday Night Fun Dinners and Shabbat  

May 3rd: Blue Jean Shabbat and BBQ  

June 14th: Tiki Bar Shabbat with Chinese Food  

Community Passover Seder at EBJC ($60.00 for 

ages 13+ and $18.00 for ages 5 - 12 years old) - 

Saturday, April 20 

Meet Rachelle Burk, reading, crafts and lunch - 

"The Best Four Questions" - April 7 from noon - 

1:30 - no charge.  

ZUMBA  

join us at a Zumba Fundraiser to 

support Ovarian Cancer.  This event is 

on Sunday, May 5th, 2019 from 

11:00am-12:30pm at EBJC. Doors 

open at 10:30am 

"ONE COMMUNITY, ONE PEOPLE" 

From commemoration to celebration, come together to 

honor the sacrifices of Israeli soldiers and civilians made in 

defense of the Jewish homeland. After sundown, we'll 

transition into celebration recognizing 71 years of Israeli 

independence. Join us at Freehold Jewish Center at 

6:45PM on May 8th.  
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WINE FOR SALE ALL YEAR ROUND 

Do you need wine before and after Passover for Shabbos, a holiday, a simcha, for 

dinner? Contact the Mitzvah Corps at ebjcmitzvahcorps@comcast.net. Wine list and 

prices available at the EBJC website; click on the Mitzvah Corps Wine List tab. Relax 

and enjoy your wine while supporting Yashar LaChayal. 

Wine for Sale! 

BOOK LAUNCHING! 

On Sunday, April 7th, we will be hosting Rachelle Burk, author of "The Best Four Questions" (Kar Ben 

Publishing) a Passover book for children. Rachelle will read the story to the children. After the reading, 

the children will go to tables and create some wonderful Passover crafts.  Parents will be able to have 

a Q and A with Rochelle on the intracacies of writing a book and getting it published. This will be fol-

lowed with a child-friendly lunch of Mac and Cheese catered by Giddy's. EBJC is partnering with Netivot, 

Young Israel of East Brunswick, Temple B'nai Shalom and Federation to make this program a huge suc-

cess.  There is no charge for attending, but RSVP's are appreciated to ensure craft supplies and food 

are sufficient for all of the children and families! This book was chosen for the PJ Library.  RSVP to 

EBJC 732-257-7070.  Copies of the book are for sale in the Judaica shop. 

It's that time again to start planning for Hazak and the wonderful programs we will be hav-

ing.  We're busy trying to secure speakers and entertainers (and maybe even a trip) for all of 

our Hazak participants! 

Hazak is for active seniors who enjoy having a good time and socializing.  Sponsored by EBJC, Jew-

ish Family Services and Federation, we are happy to provide a delicious lunch and entertain-

ment.  The suggested donation is $5.00 which goes to Jewish Family Services to help defray the 

cost of lunch. 

Hazak is open to everyone.  It is a program for all faiths and races... as long as you are over 55, 

you're welcome to attend!  All we ask is that you RSVP so that we can make sure there is enough 

food to go around! 

Tentative dates for programs are as follows: 

April 15, 2019  Monday Lunch 12:00 

May 16, 2019 Thursday Dinner 6:00 

June 23, 2019 Sunday Brunch 10:30 

We're planning some wonderful programs - to be announced! 

Hazak 

mailto:ebjcmitzvahcorps@comcast.net
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The Center for Early Learning @ EBJC 
 

511 Ryders Lane .  East Brunswick NJ 08816.  732.257.7070 

 

        

          

Lynda 

The Center for Early Learning 

The Center for Early Learning celebrated Purim  

We dressed in costumes  

We played pin the triangle on Haman and bean bag toss  

We made 
groggers!  

We baked hamantaschen  

FUN WAS HAD BY ALL!! 
 

Registration for 2019-2020 is now open. If you are interested 
please contact Lynda Perel at LPerel@ebjc.org. You can find our reg-
istration on our FACEBOOK page Center For Early Learning. Hurry 

hurry, it’s going to be a great year!!  

mailto:LPerel@ebjc.org
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Every once in a while, some-
thing occurs that is so magical 
and once-in-a-lifetime, it de-
serves an over-the-top cele-
bration. Such was the case 
when two “home-grown” sons 
of longtime EBJC families won 
the Academy Award for 
Adapted Screenplay in recog-
nition of their superb writing 
of the movie Black KKKlans-
man.  One of these talented 
young men, David Rabinowitz, 
is son of former Sisterhood 

President extraordinaire, Cindy Rabinowitz and former Men’s Club and 
EBJC President, Eric Rabinowitz. (The other Academy Award winner is 
Charlie Wachtel, son of long-time synagogue members, Shirley and Ar-

thur Wachtel.) 

The members of the Sisterhood Board had to mark the occasion in a 
dramatic way. On Monday evening, March 4th, we surprised Cindy with 
an impromptu Oscar Party at Lox, Stock and Deli, complete with a “red 
carpet” and her very own Academy Award designating her as “Oscar 
Mom.”  Take a look at the photos to see how much fun we had at this 

and other events!! 

Our Shalach Manot Purim campaign was a significant success this year, 
exceeding our expectations, as well as last year’s revenue. Thank you to 
all who participated by ordering Shalach Manot to send to relatives and 
friends, helping to pack, or delivering Purim bags to enhance the joy of 
the Holiday. We couldn’t have succeeded as impressively at this major 

fundraiser without your help. 

 

EVENTS OF NOTE-- 

*Wednesday, March 27—On the Chocolate Trail—EBJC Sisterhood joined 
with Sisterhood of Congregation B’nai Tikvah for a fascinating journey 
through the Jewish history of chocolate.  Rabbi Deborah Prinz, author of 
On the Chocolate Trail, described the role of religions in the trade, retail 
and manufacture of chocolate since it was introduced to Europeans. The 
evening included dessert, wine, and chocolate sampling, along with book 

signing by Rabbi Prinz.  Winner event for all! 

*Saturday, May 18—Annual Sisterhood Shabbat—This is your chance to 
be fully engaged in the Shabbat service by participating in all aspects of 
worship. Participation is open to both current and prospective Sisterhood 
members. Have you always wanted to be granted an Aliyah? Open the 
Ark? Lead a prayer or song? Chant Torah? All these parts are available. 

MP3s, practice sheets, and assistance will be provided. 

Or perhaps you’d just prefer to support the Kiddush for this special func-
tion—all donations are welcome. Contact our outstanding Religious VP 
Gloria Jaslow—732-247-4869—glorichi@aol.com  as soon as possible if 
you’d like a part in the service. Discover how much you can become 
enriched through this unique experience. 
*Sunday, June 9—Jewish Women Who Made a Difference—Back by pop-
ular demand--Join our special educational symposium to honor the tradi-
tion of Shavuot study.  You are welcome to participate or merely learn 
something new!  Several of our Sisterhood members will each highlight a 
prominent Jewish woman by sharing her story. Subjects of discussion 
range from Biblical heroines to modern-day political figures. Find out why 
these particular women of note resonate with our “Sisters.” Want to get 

involved? Contact Gloria Jaslow—732-247-4869—glorichi@aol.com. 

And don’t forget--*Rabbi Pivo’s adult education series “Torah, Time and 
Tefillah” continues every Thursday evening after Minyan. There’s so 

much more to learn!  Why not audit a class to find out what it’s all about. 

Please remember to read each Friday’s Tidbits email blast to learn de-

tails of upcoming events.  

Visit our Sisterhood Judaica Shop for great values on exquisite items, 

including all your Passover needs. 

ATTENTION ALL BIBLIOPHILES: BOOK CLUB IS ON!!—A 
little delayed, but still exciting. 

To highlight the joy of summer reading, the Sisterhood Book Club 
will launch this July. In accordance with our members’ preferences, 
we will meet Saturday afternoon, after Kiddush, at 1:30 PM on July 
20th. Our first selection is multi-award-winning memoir If All The 
Seas Were Ink by Ilana Kurshan.  Here’s the synopsis: following a 
painful divorce, a young woman relocates to Israel and begins the 
practice of Dof Yomi, the ritual of learning one page of Talmud each 
day.  One review stated “The words, stories and narratives in this 
book are inspiring, encouraging, motivating, and rich with meaning.”  
Who couldn’t use some of that in their summer? 

********************************************************** 
Our annual EBJC calendar meeting is fast approaching. This is your op-
portunity to share your ideas for future Sisterhood programming and 
events. Do our members prefer religious programs, classes, films, din-
ners, crafts, musical concerts, social action?  Please let us know so that 
we can make Sisterhood relevant to YOU. 

Any time women come together with a collective intention, it's a pow-
erful thing. Whether it's sitting down making a quilt, in a kitchen pre-
paring a meal, in a club reading the same book, or around the table 
playing cards, or planning a birthday party. When women come to-
gether with a collective intention, magic happens.  
--(Actress) Phylicia Rashad 
 
We warmly welcome your participation this Spring and beyond! 
 ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
May the glorious themes of the Haggadah strengthen and elevate us all.  
Wishing you and yours a Zissen Pesach, 
Margot Julis      magoo1211@comcast.net                    
Sara Ullman    tranquil77@aol.com 

Sisterhood 

The Board surprised Cindy with an impromptu Oscar Party at LSD  

Packing of the Shalach Manot  

MOSAIC NIGHT CREATIONS 

mailto:Jaslow—732-247-4869—glorichi@aol.com
mailto:magoo1211@comcast.net
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Men’s Club is continuing an-

other busy year with a focus 

on expanding our reach to 

include younger families. 

During March, we co-hosted 

with the Membership Com-

mittee EBJC’s first Shabbat 

Across America.  In addition 

to our EBJC family, we also had 6 new families/

individuals joining us for a wonderful Shabbat 

evening.  

Men’s Club purchased groggers for Kesher stu-

dents to assemble. Look at the exciting faces. If 

you did not get a chance to hear them during the 

Megillah reading, these groggers were very LOUD.  

On April 8 at 8:30 pm, Men’s Club board will pack 

Yom Hashoah candles for distribution. Volunteers 

assisting with this effort are welcome. 

On April 14 at 9:30 am, Men’s Club will host a free 

pre-Pesach breakfast program where Rabbi Pivo 

and Cantor Larry will discuss how to have a mean-

ingful Seder and Pesach. Everyone is welcome to 

attend. Yom Hashoah candles will be distributed 

then. 

Yom Hashoa begins on the evening of May 1. 

Please light your candles that evening. For the first 

time, you can make an online contribution to help 

support this effort at ebjc.org/yellowcandles. 

On May 11 we host our annual signature event, 

Men’s Club Shabbat. All 

male members of EBJC can 

participate in this service. 

We will have a special 

guest speaker, Lisa Harris 

Glass, discussing “The Syn-

agogue of Tomorrow.” Lisa 

has extensive experience 

working with dozens of syn-

agogues preparing for their future. Her comments 

will be extremely informative and thought provok-

ing. We strongly encourage you to mark this date 

on your calendar. This is something you won’t want 

to miss.    

Softball season starts soon. Please contact Elliott 

at elliott.perel@gmail.com if you would like to join a 

team.   

Men’s Club hosts our first Family Shavuot Week-

end on Friday, June 7 to June 10 at NJY Camps in 

Milford, PA.  Families of all ages, from young chil-

dren to grandparents will have a great time at this 

weekend while fully observing the holiday. Detailed 

information is available at ebjc.org/shavuot.   

We will conclude with a summer outing to a local 

minor league baseball game.  

You can see our upcoming events at ebjc.org/

mens-club. While we have a busy calendar, we are 

always seeking ideas for new and interesting 

events. You are welcome to join the fun in arrang-

ing our programming. Do you have an idea for an 

event or activity? Attend any Board meeting and 

share your idea.  Our next two are on April 8 and 

May 13 at EBJC at 8:30 pm. All are welcome. 

We invite interested members to join Men’s Club. 

Only a modest amount of time and effort is re-

quired. If you can help us run just one event, we 

would be delighted to have you join us.  We can 

use all kinds of help.  No matter your skills, inter-

ests and availability, Men’s Club has something to 

fit your schedule and background.  Contact us any-

time at mensclub@ebjc.net.  

Shalom, 

Arthur Fliegelman and Sheldon Horowitz 

file:///C:/Users/person1/AppData/Local/Temp/ebjc.org/yellowcandles
mailto:elliott.perel@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/person1/AppData/Local/Temp/ebjc.org/shavuot
https://www.ebjc.org/mens-club
https://www.ebjc.org/mens-club
file:///C:/Users/person1/AppData/Local/Temp/mensclub@ebjc.net


16  

 

 



17  

 

 

 

 

 

 

ORAL SURGERY GROUP, P.A. 

 

PRACTICE LIMITED TO ORAL AND MAXILLOFACIAL SURGERY, 

DENTAL IMPLANTS, ORAL MEDICINE, ORAL  PATHOLOGY, AND 

TMJ DISORDER. 

  Dr. David M. Rauch, DDS 

  Dr. Philip S. Engel, DMD  

  Dr. Richard K. Stern, DDS 

  Dr. Constantine Simos, DMD  

  Dr. Michael E. Stern, DMD 

 

172 Summerhill Rd. 

St. 3 Brook Rd.  

E. Brunswick, NJ 

08816 

(732) 238-3700. 

 

109 Livingston Ave. 

N. Brunswick, NJ 

08901 

(732) 247-8083 

 

1275 Bound Brook 

Rd. 

Middlesex, NJ 08846 

(732) 271-0330  
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ALIYAH 

Sara and Jeff Blivaiss 

Joel and Fran Shafer 

Bruce and Shirley Sommers 

 

CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 

Anonymous 

Risa and Perry Krasnove & Family In honor of the 

engagement of Samantha Brandspiegel to Avi 

Sinoff 

Anne and Adrian Kroll & Family In Friendship 

 

GENERAL  DONATIONS 

EBJC Sisterhood 

Ellen Hackman and Andrew Chown in honor of Cantor Larry 

Hillary Gensler in honor of Eric and Cindy Rabinowitz 

Howard and Cindi Jacobs in honor of the birth of the 

grandson of Rick and Cindy Rollman 

Howard and Cindi Jacobs in honor of the birth of the 

grandson of David and Margot Julis 

Howard and Cindi Jacobs in honor of Eric and Cindy 

Rabinowitz and Shirley and Arthur Wachtel for their sons 

winning an Oscar 

Joel and Joyce Kaufman 

Bob and Lynn Levine in memory of A.H. Landa 

Michael and Judi Salant in honor of the Rabinowitz and 

Wachtel families on their Oscar win 

Arnold and Lori Wallis in honor of Charlie Wachtel and David 

Rabinowitz winning an Oscar 

Perry and Janet Zevin in honor of Cantor Larry 

 

 

KIDDUSH CONTRIBUTIONS 

Myra & Fred Feldman 

Joel and Laura Leizer 

Leventhal Family 

Thelma Zalewitz 

Roz Zell 

 

PURIM SPONSORS AND VENDORS 

Giddy's 

Diana Buren 

Myra-Lee Cohen 

Eagle's Landing Day Camp  

EBJC Sisterhood 

Margot & David Julis 

Mindy Kleinberg 

Lakeview Day Camp 

Mount Sinai 

Gloria & Alan Nadler 

Elliot & Myra Pludwinski 

Rabbi Eisenkramer (B’nai Shalom) 

Gail & Stan Rubin 

Jill Rubin 

Barry & Wendy Siegel 

Rabi Pivo 

Martin & Marla Genee 

Mitzvah Corps 

Ellen & Arnold Block  

Theresa Seidler 

Ari & Keren Horn 

Cindi & Howard Jacobs 

The Rollman Family 

Tiberiu Edelstein 

Carol & Judah Landa 

NJY Camps  

 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 

Michael Sleppin 

 

TRIBUTES TO LORY PELOFSKY-TORAH FUND HONOREE 

Hillary & Carl Cresci 

Cindy & Eric Rabinowitz 

 

YAHRZEIT 

Bonni Holz in memory of Pauline Levine 

Gerald and Elaine Silver in memory of Anita Silver 

 

Donations 
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SISTERHOOD AT YOUR FINGERTIPS 
 The Sisterhood Judaica Shop is under new management.  Browse the beautiful collection of gifts, home furnishings 

and Judaica for all occasions.  We are your source for beautiful giftware, books, candles, head coverings and more. 

   Contact Cindy Rollman  908-812-6713 or Caroline Steinberg 732-735-6641 

 Torah Fund Pin – 2018-2019 – The 5779 Torah Fund pin envelopes the Hebrew word for “future” (Atid) with a styl-

ized Magen David, a truly classic pain. 

 Contact Jody Bramson 732-390-5166 or jlbrams@aol.comgo purchase your pin 

 Gift cards (aka SCRIP) is an easy way to help the Sisterhood raise funds by purchasing gifts for ShopRite, ACME or 

Lox, Stock & Deli. NEW ADDITION….WE NOW SELL GIDDY’S GIFT CARDS!!!!What could be easier?  You are going to 

spend the money there ANYWAY!  

 Contact Judy Klotzkin 732-390-6140 or scrip@ebjc.net 

 Bimah Baskets – for any Simcha…A beautiful basket with food items will be placed on the Bimah prior to Shabbat.  A 

card will let your guests know that a donation has been made in honor of the Bar/Bat Mitzvah child.  You can also 

order a Bimah Basket for ANY occasion you’d like! 

 Contact Cindy Rollman  908-812-6713 or Caroline Steinberg 732-735-6641 

 JNF Trees – to purchase trees-Contact: Diana Horowitz 732-390-9058 

 Cards, Tributes & Tree of Life - Contact: Bernice Bellows-732-254-4103; Beth Belzer 732-238-7925 

SISTERHOOD SAVE THE DATE 

 May 18 – Sisterhood Shabbat – Join your fellow Sisterhood women and participate in a beautiful and spiritual Shab-

bat service.  From first-timers on the Bimah to Torah readers – we offer it all, so please join us.  Email Gloria – glo-

richi@aol.com for more info! 

 Sisterhood Shavuot Program – “Jewish Women Who Made a Difference” – Sunday, June 9 – after Kiddush in the 

Courtyard 

mailto:jlbrams@aol.comgo
mailto:scrip@ebjc.net
mailto:glorichi@aol.com
mailto:glorichi@aol.com
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511 Ryders Lane 

East Brunswick, New Jersey 

08816-2769  

NON-PROFIT 
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Office Spaces For Rent 

Multiple sizes, flexible terms,  

Special program for Professionals who want to 

“expand” their local territory to include Old Bridge area. 

Call Jay Lopatin (732) 784-3244 


