
The Prophets (Nevi’im) 
 
Major Prophets (so designated by their length, needing a full scroll, or two, each): 

Joshua: Continuation of the story told in the Torah, with the Israelites under the leadership of 
Joshua, the conquest of the land, the distribution of the land, and the early period of settlement. 
The book depicts a brief period in Israelite history between the death of Moses and the deaths of 
Joshua and the High Priest Eleazar as an idealized time of the successful conquest of Canaan and 
loyalty to God. 
 

Judges: The wars and battles in the land of Canaan after the early settlement period, through 
the period just prior to the rise of the monarchy, approximately 1200-1020 BCE; tales of 13 
chieftains who save the people (the judges); the story of Samson; a series of tales about the fall 
from the time of Joshua into pagan practices; the move of the tribe of Dan from the south to the 
North; the idolatry of the tribe of Benjamin. 
 

I Samuel/II Samuel: Covers the period from the birth of Samuel through the just before the 
death of King David, 1021-962 BCE. Much of the book/s concern the life of David. Samuel is 
the son of Hannah, whose birth was predicted by Eli the priest when she prayed for a son; 
Samuel is a lifelong nazir, and as a priest himself will initiate the monarchy when he anoints first 
Saul, then David, as king. The accounts of David playing the lyre for King Saul, David’s defeat 
of Goliath, the friendship between David and Saul’s son Jonathan, the rising popularity of David 
and Saul’s resentment of it. David’s conquest of Jerusalem, the ark is brought from Beit 
Shemesh to Jerusalem, the account of David and Batsheva, the death of their son, the birth of 
Solomon, the rape of Tamar by her half brother Amnon (both children of David), the revolt 
against David by his son Absalom, and the latter’s death, the attempt of another son, Adonijah, to 
usurp David’s throne, the elevation of Solomon as David’s successor. Some of this material is 
also covered in the book of Chronicles. 
 

I Kings/II Kings: The last days of David and his succession by Solomon; accounts of the 
wisdom of Solomon, the plans for and building of the Temple, the appearance of a perfected 
nation, with a united kingdom under a single king in Jerusalem and the construction of a central 
Temple for the ark. But then: the divided monarchy, as Israel in the north and Judea in the south 
split. The text describes the pagan tendencies of many kings in both kingdoms, with the notable 
exceptions of Hezekiah and Josiah, whose efforts to revert to pure monotheism warranted them 
comparisons with King David. The book covers the period from 961-561 BCE 
 

Isaiah:8th-7th cen. BCE. Chs. 1-39: oracles of doom against the northern kingdom of Israel 
and destruction by Assyria. Chs. 40-66: Salvation after the Babylonian exile and the return to the 
land of those in the Babylonian exile. Perhaps the classic prophet, both in terms of his personal 
traits and stature, and his prophecies from God of the future: When the people sin, God will 
punish them through the instrument of destruction from the north. His message is ethical 
monotheism, one God who demands righteous behavior, not merely empty rituals. Isaiah spoke 
for the future restoration of the kingdom, when Jerusalem would be a center for all peoples.  
 

Jeremiah: 7th-6th cen. BCE. During this period the religious reforms of King Josiah took 
place, as did the destruction of the Temple and exile of the people. He saw the Babylonian 
destruction of Judah as God’s will. Always faithful to the word of God, and isolated by his 



refusal to marry or conform to other social norms, he suffered greatly in his lifetime. His 
message alternates between doom and hope. 
 

Ezekiel: 6th cen. BCE. Early in his career, while living in exile in Babylonia, he prophesied 
doom for Judea, but following the destruction of the Temple in 586 BCE, his prophecy turned 
toward the themes of consolation and national restoration. He engaged in strange behaviors - 
long periods of silence or physical immobility. Some parts of the book are very difficult to 
understand, in part because of the influence of Aramaic, the language of Babylonia, on his 
Hebrew. In addition, some of the priestly material directly conflicts with laws in the Torah. 
 
Minor Prophets (so designated by their length, needing only scroll for them all): 

Hosea: 8th cen. BCE. Prophesied against the syncretism of Israelite religion and Baal 
worship. He married a prostitute, and used the symbols of prostitution, separation and marriage 
as stand-ins for the people’s relationship with God. 
 

Joel: While the book’s position in the list of minor prophets places it in the 8th cen. BCE, 
modern scholars date it later, even after the building of the second Temple (late 6th cen. BCE). 
The form of his his prophecy is the image of an impending plague of locusts, and then the 
compensating compassion of God, when the land and people will prosper. 
 

Amos: 8th cen. BCE. Oracles of doom against foreign nations, against Judah and Israel, and 
then oracles of hope for the restoration of the Davidic monarchy; Amos emphasizes morality and 
divine justice. 
 

Obadiah: Dating uncertain, perhaps to the time of the destruction of the Temple in 586 BCE. 
The book is a single chapter, read in its entirety as a haftarah. 
 

Jonah: Read as the haftarah for the afternoon of Yom Kippur. It is the well known story of 
the prophet who flees from God’s word, declares a one-sentence oracle, which causes total 
repentance in Nineveh. Quite possibly an ironic book about the institution of prophecy itself. 
 

Micah: 8th-7th cen. BCE. Oracles against Samaria (in the north) and Jerusalem. Emphasized 
the sins of the wealthy, judgment and restoration, greed, the sins of national leaders, injustice in 
the land, social evil. Lessons of restoration under God’s providence and themes of universalism. 
 

Nahum: Predicts the destruction of Ninveh in 614 BCE. With Zephaniah and Haggai, one of 
the three books of Prophets from which no haftarot are drawn. Like Jonah and Zephaniah, an 
oracle of the destruction of Nineveh. Focus on God’s might. Though God is slow to anger, God 
will act to punish those who do evil and save those who are righteous.  
 

Habakkuk: Dating uncertain, probably from 7th-6th cen. BCE. Words of complaint to God 
about the Chaldeans (Babylonians), followed by a response from God, who will ultimately 
deliver the people from their oppressors with divine punishment and justice. 
 

Zephaniah: Dating uncertain, probably 7th-6th cen. BCE. Major theme is the “Day of the 
Lord,” one of judgment. Judah will be judged, then Israel’s enemies among the foreign nations, 



including Nineveh, and the judgment of Jerusalem. Conversion of the nations. Concludes with 
words of hope and joy. 
 

Haggai: 6th cen. BCE, shortly before the rebuilding of the Temple. Oracle of the downfall of 
foreign kingdoms, future blessing of Israel. 
 

Zechariah: First half of book: 6th cen. BCE. Possibly of a priestly background. Together with 
Haggai, prophesied about the rebuilding of the 1st Temple. A series of visions, taking many 
forms, about God’s presence and the future establishment of the Temple. Emphasis on Jerusalem 
as the place where God and multitudes of people will dwell. Second half of book: Dating 
uncertain. Oracles of doom against foreign nations, the centrality of Jerusalem as a universal and 
city to which all will come, descriptions of epic battles at the end of time. 
 

Malakhi: 6th cen. BCE, shortly after the rebuilding of the Temple. Includes condemnation of 
intermarriage with foreign women, and of lax priestly attention to proper service to God. A 
prophecy of the coming of Elijah the prophet before the day of judgment. Uses many puns and 
verbal repetitions to emphasize the theme of betrayal of God. 
 
 


