
Road Map of High Holy Day Services 

 

Evening Services 

Rosh Hashanah – Wednesday, Sept. 20 at 8:00 PM ≈ Thursday, Sept. 21 at 7:30 PM 
Yom Kippur (Kol Nidre) – Friday, Sept. 29 at 6:00 PM 

 

On Wednesday and on Yom Kippur, Rabbi Jon shares some framing thoughts about the holy day, the 
prayers, and the community.  On Yom Kippur, the Kol Nidre prayer focuses us on the power of our 
words to create commitments, and the significance of living up to them or not.  We recite litanies of 

confession, enumerating the wrongs we take responsibility for. 
 

Morning Services (times after start are approximate) 

Rosh Hashanah – Thursday, Sept. 21 and Friday, Sept. 22 ≈ Yom Kippur – Saturday, Sept. 30 

 

9:00 AM Services Begin 
We prepare our bodies, souls and voices to concentrate on the themes of the day.  We open the ark 

and perceive the Torah for the first times.  We sing Avinu Malkenu at the end of this part of the 
service on Rosh Hashanah, part of a litany of prayers that promise hope and forgiveness.  On Yom 

Kippur, we recite again the confession, which we will repeat throughout the day. 
 

10:00 AM Torah Service 
We take out the Torah and bring it around the congregation, close to every person. On Rosh 

Hashanah, we delve into the dilemmas of the family of Sarah and Abraham, pioneers of community 
and spirituality. On Yom Kippur, we ponder the idea of a fresh slate through the eyes of ancient 
priests and prophets. We pray for family, friends, and community members who need healing.   

 
11:30 AM Rabbi Jon's Sermon 

(Followed by Shofar on Rosh Hashanah and Yizkor memorial prayers on Yom Kippur) 

 

12:00 PM Musaf Service 
We sing and recite some of the most dramatic prayers -- about our deeds written in the Book of 

Memories; about the power of teshuvah (personal change), tefillah (prayer and spiritual 
introspection), and tzedakah (giving and compassion); about the meaning of our life in a new year. 

 

Tashlich 
Right after morning services on the first day of Rosh Hashanah, we go to the Nashua River to throw 

bread in the water, symbolizing the washing away of our wrongs of the past year. 
 

Yom Kippur Afternoon 

3:45 PM  Program/discussion – Asking Big Questions 

4:45 PM Mincha/Neilah Services begin 

We read the story of Jonah, and for a final time enumerate our wrongs and seek a new beginning. 

7:15 PM Conclude with the blowing of shofar, the Havdalah candles, and breaking the fast.  Anyone 
who wants to can blow their shofar, we invite all the children to the bimah and everyone else to be 

close by as we finish the final service. 
 

Each morning of the Holy Days: 

 

 Childrens' services 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
 Teen discussion groups beginning at 10:00 AM 


