4 RAYMOND ST. NASHUA, N.H. 03064-2317

NON-PROFIT
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
Nashua, N. H.
Permit No.788

February 2018 – Vol. 44, No. 05 • telephone: 603-883-8184 • e-mail: office@tbanashua.org • www.tbanashua.org

Purim Carnival
Sunday, February 18, 10:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

Temple Beth Abraham

February 2018 Vol. 44 No. 05
Sh’vat/Adar 5778

Purim: Seeking Coherence in a “Who Knows?” World

A few years ago,
a travel blogger
known as “Dan”
posted a stor y
about a man who Rabbi Spira-Savett
was supposed to be on the Malaysia
Airlines flight from Kuala Lampur
to Beijing that disappeared in 2014.
What distinguishes this from other
what-if stories are the perspectives
that Blogger Dan shared about
the man and his travel agent. The
traveler, named Andy, was Jewish,
and his travel agent in Israel was
religious. His travel agent was not
willing to book him for a flight on
Shabbat. He told Andy that if he
wanted a Saturday flight, he should
ask another travel agent to book it.

Andy decided in the end to fly a
day early, and even asked his Israeli
travel agent for recommendations
about how to spend Friday night
in Beijing!

For Dan the blogger, this was not
about how a man’s life was saved
because he decided to follow Jewish
law. Instead, Dan wrote that the key
point is this: the travel agent was
willing to give up a sale, a commission, rather than compromise
his integrity. It wasn’t because he
believed that something bad would
happen to his client otherwise.
To me, Dan the blogger is one of
the greatest teachers about Purim
and the Megillah, the Book of Esther.
The Megillah is the most topsy-turvy
book in the entire Bible. The powerful Persian queen, Vashti, who ends

up on the street; the young outsider
Jewish girl Hadassah/Esther who
becomes queen. The chance overhearing of a conspiracy that saves
the king’s life. The sleepless night
when the king happens to hear that
it was Mordechai who saved his life.
This is the opposite of what the
Torah seems to teach in places: that
there is reward for good and punishment for evil.
But in the middle of the Megillah,
after Haman succeeds in getting the
king to sign onto a genocide decree
for the Jews, Mordechai and Esther
have a conversation by messenger.
Mordechai tells Esther, “Who
knows if it was for a time like this
that you became queen?” Esther
decides to try to figure out a plan,
(Continued on the following page …)

The Magnificence of Exodus (Sh’mot )שמות

There is no question that Sh’mot
(Exodus), which we
are now reading, is
a foundational work
for us and transforPresident
mational for human
Michael Harris
society. As we read
the book, approaching Pesach, it is
of interest to consider the reality of
the story it contains and why this
story of events that occurred some
thousands of years past became
transformational in human society.

This discussion is of the rational,
evidence-based type, rather than the
spiritual or faith- based approach, so
perhaps some would better served
not to read on.

Certainly, some of what we read
in Exodus is fantastical, not passing
muster through a scientific lens. It
is hard for us to imagine a plague
that would kill only firstborns of a
certain group of people and their
animals while sparing non-first
borns and everyone from another
group and all their animals. We
remember the parting of the seas
brought to us by Cecil B. DeMille
but consider the event described in
Exodus as imaginary.
What about the Exodus itself? Did
603,550 adult male Israelites leave
Egypt? Based on the demographics
of ancient Egypt, this would convert
to about 2 million people, the largest
number being children. There are a
few issues to consider. One is that estimates for the population of Egypt
3

at that time hover around a total
of 2 million people, so a departure
such as described would have been
notable and probably catastrophic.
Egyptian records, which were
quite inclusive and detailed, make
no mention of such a departure.
People have said that forty years of
wandering of such a large number of
people would surely have left a trace
in the Sinai. Scientists have searched
extensively but found no sign. Of
course, the absence of evidence is
not evidence of the absence of such
an event.
Exodus is quite insistent on there
having been such a departure, so we
need not question the fact, but the
number does not stand up to scrutiny.
(Continued on the following page …)

Purim continued …

even though she knows it’s a capital
offense to come to the king without
being summoned. She says, “I will
go to the king…. and if I perish, I
perish.”
Esther and Mordechai know that
their world doesn’t follow the pattern
of good rewarded and evil punished.
Just the opposite, it would seem.
They aren’t certain that they have
been placed in particular roles by
destiny or divine plan. It’s just a
reasonable “maybe.”
So they try to figure out: How do
I make the decision in front of me?
What principles do I live by, not because I will be rewarded, but even if
on the contrary, there may be a cost
to me? How do I live in a world not
of guarantees, but of “Who knows?”

In this case, Esther and Mordechai
acted, and things turned out for
the good. For Jews, though not for
Persians who had listened to Haman;
for a time, and not forever. But that’s
not nothing.
Dan the travel blogger essentially
says: Don’t think that the world
makes sense because a Jewish man
observed Shabbat and his life was
saved. Instead, the world makes
sense when people act on their
principles in a “Who knows?” world.
It happened, Dan wrote, that in
the case of the traveler, a life was
saved, and the Talmud says that one
who saves a life, it is as if he saved
an entire world. Andy and his travel
agent will always wonder about that,

as we do when we hear such stories.
But who knows, really? The Jewish response isn’t to throw up our
hands, and say it doesn’t matter what
we do in the world. It does matter.
Dan says: Our integrity matters.
Sometimes it makes a life-changing
difference, even if it doesn’t always.
That’s the lesson of the Megillah.
We can’t make the world make sense,
entirely. But we can make our own
lives make sense, by deciding when
not to sell out. Who knows if, when
we stand on our integrity, we might
change the world?
		
		
		

Chag Purim Sameach –
Happy Purim!
Rabbi Jon

The Magnificence of Exodus continued …

Then there is archeology. In 2003,
William Dever published a book,
‘Who Were the Early Israelites and
Where Did They Come From?’ based
on his analysis of the extensive archeological work conducted over
the previous 30 years. It is a story of
continuity rather than of disruption.
The early Israelites emerged from
within Canaanite society. They occupied and farmed the high places
using terraces on the hillsides. There
is no evidence of any conquest. Their
artifacts gradually differentiate from
those of the other local population.
No sign of a wholesale import of items
or styles from Egypt. Their God was
EL. EL was above other gods.
These two strands of inquiry seem
to agree. We didn’t leave Egypt and
we were indigenous to and already
in the land of Canaan. Some say
this ends the discussion.
The book, our traditions and
our prayers are all, however,

quite insistent on our having
been delivered out of Egypt by
YAHWEH. Don’t we say every
Friday evening,‘’זכר ליציאת מצריים
(“remembrance of the departure
from Egypt”). There must be
something there.
Fortunately, another line of inquiry
has proved fruitful over the last 150
years, involving textual and linguistic analysis. Over the years, biblical
scholars have come to read the text as
having been compiled from several
source documents, primarily those
identified as the E text, the J text,
the P and D sources and others.
Reading these documents separately
provides additional insight. Clues
come from the content and emphasis
in the different texts.
Linguistic analysis provides clues as
well. For example, if we examine a
line of text in English, such as, ‘What
judgment shall I dread, doing no
wrong? You have among you many
4

a purchased slave, which like your
asses and your dogs and mules you
use in abject and in slavish parts,
because you bought them,’ we can
recognize and probably understand
the language. We also recognize it
as 16th century English, not current usage. If we had a document
composed of sources coming from
separate times, we could use linguistic analysis to date the sources.
Hebrew also has had changes over
the centuries. Linguistic analysis allows the documents to be sequenced
and roughly dated, indicating a span
of over a thousand years between
the earliest and the latest writings.
From both archeological evidence,
supported both by Biblical and
Egyptian texts, Israelites, EL worshipers, lived in the land of Canaan,
each tribe occupying its allocated
section of the land. There is a compelling argument to be made that
the Exodus from Egypt was by the
(Continued on page 6 …)

Services and Community

February Service
Schedule

Services are held every Friday evening at 8:00 p.m. (unless otherwise
noted), Saturday at 9:30 a.m. and
Monday –Thursday at 7:30 p.m..

SPECIAL EVENT SERVICE
February 2 & 3
Vav Class Services
Friday (2/2) services 7:00 p.m.
Saturday (2/3) 9:30 a.m.
Lunch & Learn
February 10
Jr. Congregation
February 17
Jr. Congregation
February 24
Lunch & Learn
February 28
6:00 p.m. Light Dinner
6:30 p.m. Family Megillah Reading
7:00 p.m. Full Megillah reading
Oneg & Kiddush Sponsors
February 2 & 3
Parents & Religious School in
Honor of Vav Class

Cuban Dinner

Please join us for the next International Shabbat Dinner on Friday, February
9 at 6:00 p.m. Our cuisine is Cuban.
It may be cold outside, but the warmth
of the delightful spices, together with
the warmth of a Shabbat celebrated
with our community will certainly
take the chill off of this winter. Along
with delicious tastes we’ll have a brief
description about the Jews in Cuba.
If you’ve never attended one of these
International Shabbat dinners – we’d
encourage you to give this one a try!
All of the food is shul-made by a
great crew of volunteers. It is a lot of
fun, and we’d love to include you. No
experience in our kitchen is required;
we’ll make sure you’re paired up with
a veteran. If you can help us some
time during the week of February 5,
please contact Helen Honorow at
hhonorow@barrylawoffice.com and
we’ll make sure to put you on the emails
that will go out announcing when we
will be cooking and doing other prep
work. See the website to sign up for
the meal, or call the office. We’d really
appreciate a sign up by February 5 so
we know how much to cook! Hope
to see you for our next International
Shabbat Dinner.
     Ben Freedman and Helen Honorow

Shabbat Morning Family Learning –
A Taste of Text
Back By Popular Demand!

BULLETIN PUBLISHED MONTHLY
ELEVEN TIMES A YEAR
VOL. 44, NO. 05
BY TEMPLE BETH ABRAHAM
4 RAYMOND STREET
NASHUA, NH 03064-2317
(603) 883-8184
FAX (603) 594-8983
Religious School 883-9844
website: http://www.tbanashua.org/
Rabbi................................Jonathan Spira-Savett
President ..........................Michael Harris
Executive Vice President....David Sacks
Vice President...................Jeff Masors
Secretary............................Alan Green
Treasurer...........................Barry Sack
Assistant Treasurer.............Richard Cohen
Office Manager/
Bookkeeper & Editor........Judy Goldstein
Assistant Secretary &
Associate Ed......................Diane Toth
Director of Education
& Family Engagement.....Noreen Leibson
Assistant Dir. of Education... Jessie Mocle
School Secretary.................... Jessica Stern
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Lisa Bonneau....................... Daniel Palmer
Eileen Freedman................Chris Savage
Leon Goldstein.................Jeffery Weiss
Wendy Kolopsky...............Gabrielle Zeira
Matthew Lee
Rebecca Green - Sisterhood Representative
Mark Dickens - Southern NH Jewish
Men’s Club Representative
Affiliated with United Synagogue of
Conservative Judaism

Young Family
(Yedidim)
Havdalah

Saturday, February 10
at 4:30 p.m.
At the home of Joe and Gillian
Savitch
Potluck Parve/Dairy

When: February 10
Time: 10:00 - 11:30 a.m. (during Junior Congregation)
For: Families with children grades 3 -6.
Shemot – What is in a name?
Proverbs 22:1: “A good name is rather to be chosen
than great riches.

Join us as we learn about our own family names as well as our
Hebrew names.
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Please contact the religious
school or Noreen Leibson for
more information if you are
interested in participating.

President’s Message
The Magnificence of Exodus continued …

Levites. Some early texts, e.g. the
Song of Deborah, which take place
in the land of Canaan, do not mention the Levites. The Levites seem
to be ‘attached’ to Israel. They were
given no land to settle. Several of the
names in the early Levite sources
are Egyptian. There are no Egyptian names in other sources. There
are Egyptian cultural references in
Levite sources.
When they came, the Levites became the teachers and the enforcers.
And what did they teach:
לוהיך אשר-מצרים אנכי ה‘ א
מבית עבדים הוצאתיך מארץ
I am Yahweh, your God, who brought
you out from the land of Egypt, from
a house of slaves.
Yahweh had not been in Canaan.
EL had been in Canaan.
The Levites, when they came to
Canaan, required the 10th part of
our produce in tribute. When we
brought it, they had us recite:
My father was a perishing Aramean,
so he went down to Egypt and resided
there with few persons and became a
big, powerful, and numerous nation
there. And the Egyptians were bad
to us and degraded us and imposed
hard work on us. And we cried out
to Yahweh, our father’s God, and
Yahweh listened to our voice and saw
our degradation and our trouble and
our oppression. And Yahweh bought
us out from Egypt…and brought us
to this place and gave us this land.
(Deuteronomy 26:5-10)
Perhaps in the early years after the

arrival of the Levites, the people felt
some uneasiness about the ‘us’ and
‘our’, knowing that it was only the
Levites who came from Egypt but
how many generations would it take
until everyone became part of the
story. How many years did it take
for all Americans to embrace the
Thanksgiving holiday even though
only a small group experienced it
originally?
This brings us to the essence of
why Exodus is transformational
in human culture. One might say,
Exodus brings us the Law. It is true.
Other ancient societies had laws.
Exodus brought us monotheism.
It likely derived from monotheistic
Aten worship in Egypt. Exodus
gave us the Sabbath. That is true
and transformational for US. But
what made Exodus transformational
for all is something else, also truly
unique. When we come to the first
use of the word ‘torah (law)’ in the
Torah, it is:
‘There shall be one torah (law) for the
citizen and for the alien who resides
among you.’ (Exodus 12:49)
This thought is repeated many
times:
‘And you shall not persecute an alien,
and you shall not oppress him, because
you were aliens in the land of Egypt.’
(Exodus 22:20)
‘And you shall not oppress an alien –
since you know the alien’s soul, because
you were aliens in the land of Egypt.’
(Exodus 23:9).
And in Deutoronomy:

Parent Learning – Exploring Jewish Values
“And you shall teach your children.”
Sunday February 11 at 11:00 a.m.

Join us for a discussion about teaching children Jewish topics.

6

‘You shall love the alien, because
you were aliens in the land of Egypt.
(Deuteronomy 10:19)
‘You shall not bend judgment of an
alien…You shall remember that you
were a slave in Egypt, and Yahweh,
your God, redeemed you from there.
On account of this, I command you
to do this thing.’ Deutoromony
24:17 – 18)
This emphasis is unique to the
Hebrew law codes. In all the ancient
Near East, in all the lands, across
several millennia, fifty-two references to equal treatment of aliens
have been found. All fifty-two are in
the first five books of the Bible – and
only in the Levite sources of those
five books. (Glen Taylor)
I mentioned earlier that EL was in
Canaan and that the Levites brought
Yahweh. So how was this resolved?
The Levites taught that Yahweh is
EL. They taught:
.לוהינו ה‘ אחד- ה‘ א,שמע ישראל
Hear Israel, Yahweh is our EL,
Yahweh is one.
Perhaps it is overstating it to claim
that equal treatment for aliens, others, all people is transformational as
we can look around and see cases
where this is not so, where the transformation has not happened. But
let us take heart, at least, that this
ancient sentiment is still a dream,
a powerful dream that is bending
the arc of history ( אם ירצה השםGod
willing).
			

שלום וברכה

			

Michael Harris

Education and Programming

Winter Outside, Spring Eternal In Our Hearts!
I think my
keyboard has
finally defrosted after a very
cold early January. While winter 2018 has
blasted us with
frigid weather, Director of Education
and Family Engagement
the heat genNoreen Leibson
erated in the
school classrooms balances the
cold. The weather did not keep our
students away from the school. It
was business as usual. January showcased our Zayin (grade 7) students
when they led the congregation in
Shabbat services. Our teens came
to the school to meet our new teen
teacher and leader, Dan Kassner, to
learn about an exciting new adventure in philanthropy. This monthly
seminar will be facilitated by Dan
but planned, activated and executed
by our teens. I will share more about
this in a future bulletin.
At the end of January we will celebrate Tu BiShevat, the New Year for
trees. In Israel trees are often planted
at this time of year. Clearly that is
not possible in New England but the
holiday has taken on a green motif as
it has expanded to encompass ecology and the environment. Some of

our students will plant parsley seeds
in celebration of Tu BiShevat. The
fun part of this is that the plants will
grow and be ready for the Pesach
Seder! A taste of spring even when
the snow covers the land.
Morah Daniella shared this story
about an experience in her Gan
(kindergarten) class. It highlights
the glory of technology and engagement. Morah Daniella set up a
facetime experience for her students
with her mother who was walking on
the streets of Jerusalem. The students
in her class were able to witness
the light rail, a new transportation
system, and some different faces on
Ben Yehuda Street. One student
asked what the Hebrew word for
buffalo was. It just so happened
that a Hasidic man overheard as he
was walking by and called out the
word in Hebrew – “T’oh”. From
Jerusalem to Nashua in real time!
On the first Shabbat of February,
the Vav students will share their skills
and knowledge as they step up to the
bimah to lead the congregation in
worship. I hope you will share this
special Shabbat, February 2 -3, with
them. Your presence will add to the
light and warmth always needed on
a winter weekend.

mention our annual Purim Carnival
happening on Sunday, February 18.
Join us to play the many booths of
challenge and skill, to be entertained
by our students in a wacky version
of “The Wizard of Oz”, a shpiel
presentation. Food and fun, all happening at the synagogue. And don’t
forget the Mishloach Manot. If you
have not yet ordered your baskets, it’s
not too late. Besides the pleasure of
enjoying the contents of a delicious
basket of goodies, it’s a mitzvah to
send someone else a basket. The
Mishloach Manot is the school’s only
fundraiser this year. Please keep this
in mind as your place your orders.
I began my article by noticing the
light of warmth that kindles in our
school even in the coldest days. Our
teachers and students are engaged in
learning and building a community.
Whether you have a child in our
school or not, our doors are open
to you. Come visit us. See what we
are doing. The school is but one part
of our great Beth Abraham family.
Stay warm!
			

L’shalom

			

Noreen

Finally I would be remiss if I didn’t

Proposed New Name for Our Synagogue:
Beth Abraham Synagogue and Jewish Center
Should we change the name of the synagogue?
Please participate in the discussion during our informational sessions:
Come to the special congregational meeting to vote!
Sunday, March 11, 10:00 a.m.
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Coming Events and Programming

Brought to You by the Lifelong Learning Committee
BABKA Book Club
Wednesday, February 7, 8:00 p.m.
Bad Rabbi by Eddy Portnoy

Lunch & Learn: Professor Jay Wexler, “Religion and the Constitution”

Saturday, February 3 After Services
The Supreme Court, the executive branch, and many states are grappling with issues related to the First Amendment protection
of free exercise of religion. Does a business owner have to provide products for a same-sex wedding if he objects on religious
grounds? Do organizations have to include coverage for contraceptives in their insurance plans?
Explore these issues and more with Professor Jay Wexler of Boston University School of Law. He is author of Holy Hullabaloos: A
Road Trip to the Battlegrounds of the Church/State Wars, and former clerk to Associate Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg.

Lunch & Learn: Ellysheva Zeira of New York Tenement Museum

Saturday, February 24 After Services
How Elly became a docent at the museum, the history of the museum, and the families who lived there.
Ongoing:
Torah Study with Rabbi Jon and Noreen
Thursdays from 10:30 a.m. to Noon
We are currently studying the Noah story. We look at the original text in Hebrew and various translations, and we consult
commentaries and interpretations from traditional sources and modern disciplines. Come once or many times!
Rabbijon.net and @TBARav
Teachings on the weekly Torah reading and current events through a Jewish lens, podcasts, and music.
Rabbi Jon’s high holy day sermons are posted.
Save the Date!
BABKA Book Club
Wednesday, March 7, 8:00 p.m.
The Cosmopolitans by Nadia Kalman
RISE – Rivier Institute for Senior Education
Mondays, Feb. 5, 19, 26, March 5, 12 12:30-2:00 p.m.
Bioethics With Rabbi Jon
This course will deal with philosophical questions about autonomy, free will, and the meaning of consent, as well as with cases
in illness and medicine about how the idea of informed consent applies when a person might be cognitively impaired or making
decisions under stress or pressure. Registration for a fee is through the RISE program, call (603) 897-8623. If you are interested
in having this series at the synagogue or another location this winter or spring, contact Rabbi Jon!
RISE is open to people 55 years of age and older, and for a $130 fee may take up to ten courses in a semester.

Coffee, Tea, Rabbi
Join me and other congregants for informal conversation about any Jewish topic you have. Or help me study a couple of texts I am
carrying around – particularly from the Talmud about the nature of giving and receiving tzedakah. Hot or cold drinks are on me!
Friday, Feb. 2 10:30-11:30 a.m., Buckley’s Bakery and Cafe
436 Daniel Webster Hwy., Merrimack
Wednesday, Feb. 21, 10:30-11:30 a.m., The Inside Scoop
260 Wallace Rd., Bedford
Friday, Feb. 23, 10:30-11:30 a.m., Riverwalk Cafe, Railroad Square, Nashua
Have Ideas? Want to Help? Join Our Committee!
Contact Jeff Masors at lifelonglearning@tbanashua.org or Rabbi Jon at rabbi@tbanashua.org.
Contribute to the Elizabeth Fischer Memorial Fund to support TBA’s ongoing scholarly and cultural special programming. Or
consider sponsoring a specific speaker/event or the food for an event. Contact the office or Rabbi Jon.
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Mishlo’ach Manot

Temple Beth Abraham Religious School continues the “Mishlo’ach Manot” tradition, which means “sending gifts.” This Purim custom expresses joy over the victory of Esther, who frustrated Haman’s plot
to annihilate the Persian Jewish community in the 5th century
B.C.E. Send a gift basket of homemade Hamantashen,
sweets, treats and a few new surprises to your friends and
family in the congregation. These baskets will be delivered to
you to give out.
Each family will receive one basket, with a card listing
all those thoughtful individuals who made a donation on
their behalf. If you received one last year and you would
like to send a basket, remember, it is a mitzvah and a
wonderful way to support the Religious School! With
online ordering it is easier than ever!
*ON LINE ORDERS* (Preferred way to order) can be completed through
Temple Beth Abraham Website - tbanashua.org
Baskets will be delivered on Sunday February 18
Baskets are $9 each with a minimum purchase of $18
For those purchasing 15 or more baskets, your name will be listed on the
cards to all congregants receiving a basket.
If you prefer a paper order form, please use the form included with this flyer.
Checks are payable to Temple Beth Abraham Religious School.
ALL BASKET ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED BY February 6
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Order Form for Purim Baskets
Ordering:

Baskets are $9.00 each with a minimum purchase of 2 baskets

If 15 or more baskets are ordered, your name will be on every card that congregants
receive.
Congregant Names (We have the addresses of our congregants)

_________ # of additional Non-Congregant Baskets at $9 each = _________
These will be delivered to you on February 18 th for you to distribute

To order a card, please complete the name and address below
Name and address:

Name and address:

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

Name and address:

Name and address:

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________
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Are those flying monkeys?
No!
It’s the Temple Beth Abraham Purim
Carnival!
The Purim Carnival is winging its way to Nashua!

Sunday, February 18, 10:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Join
Join us
us for…
for….
The The
Purim
Shpiel!
four
P’s of food! Pickles, Pizza, The
Shpiel!off of the Wizard of Oz!
ThisPurim
year based
off of thePizza,
Wizard
of Oz! and
The This
four year
P’s ofbased
food! Pickles,
Popcorn,
Popcorn, and Pretzels!
Pretzels!
Play games and win prizes! Lots of game
Play games and win prizes! Lots of game booths for
booths for every age!
every age!
A Purim sing-a-long!
A Purim sing-a-long!
There will also be
Hamantashen for sale and
you will be able to purchase
Purim baskets!

Make sure to come in costume!
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Brought to you by the Lifelong Learning Committee – Written by Linda S Trapasso

Do You Know Tetragrammaton?

So what is the Tetragrammaton
(“four letters” in Greek)?
The Collins English Dictionary
states that the Hebrew name for G-d,
revealed to Moses on Mount Sinai
(Exodus 3), consisted of the four
consonants Y H V H (or Y H W H)
and was/is regarded by Jews as too
sacred to be pronounced.
“This commandment refers spe-

ing was discontinued because the Divine Presence was no longer manifest
in the Temple and the regular priests
felt themselves unworthy. Only the
High Priest continued to pronounce
it in the Yom Kippur service but in a
low voice so that it would be drowned
out by the singing of the other priests
and no one unworthy would learn it.”
(JewishAnswers.org)

From a different viewpoint, Joel
M. Hoffman, The Jerusalem Post,
wrote how Jews invented vowels
and created the name of G-d. “…The
Tetragrammaton is unique in ancient
Hebrew, in that its pronunciation
seems divorced from its spelling.
It also seems to lack any plausible
etymology, and is unattested in
similar ancient languages. Now we

“Fear this glorious, awesome Name of G-d your Lord” - (Deuteronomy 28:58)

cifically to the ten Hebrew names
by which G-d is designated in the
Torah. According to Jewish Law,
the only time one is allowed to
pronounce these names is during
prayer or study, with the exception
of one – the Tetragrammaton (the
four-character name) – which is
G-d’s highest emanation in creation.
The only place where the Tetragrammaton was allowed to be pronounced
as it is written was in the Temple in
Jerusalem. It was pronounced by the
priests in their daily blessing in the
Temple, as well as ten times during
the Yom Kippur service in the public
confessions. There is a tradition that
after Shimon the Saint died in 291
BCE, its use in the daily priestly bless-

‘In the Torah, three names are used
for the Divine Presence: להים- – אElohim – G-d; ‘ – הYHVH – pronounced
euphemistically as Adonai, and translated euphemistically as “The Lord,”
or in more gender neutral terms, “The
Eternal;” and היה- – אEhyeh, which is
actually the first-person future tense
of the verb “to be.” Of these, it is
only the third which is new, as the
first two are introduced in the Book
of Genesis in G-d’s communication
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. In
this first theophany [with Moses],
G-d self-identifies as היה-היה אשר א-א
– Ehyeh Asher Ehyeh – “I will be what
I will be.” ‘ (Union Temple)

know why. The Hebrews paid homage to the vowel letters that made it
possible to spread the word of G-d
by using those letters to refer to G-d.
IN SUM, the Hebrews modified the
Phoenicians’ system by using three
letters both as consonants and as
vowels. They thus gave the world
the alphabet. Then they used one
of their vowels to create the names
of their progenitors and their G-d.
They used a combination of all three
letters to create what would become
the most important way of writing
G-d’s name…”
No matter how you look at it, now
you know Tetragrammaton.
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Opinions and Organizations

SNHJMC Happenings
Can time fly by any faster? We
can’t believe it is February already!
The Men’s Club would like to thank
Bill Leblanc, Region Coordinator
for Guiding Eyes for the Blind, for
joining us in January and enlightening us about the training and placement of guide dogs and the growing
challenge of counterfeit service
dogs. Thanks to all who joined us
and as always a real pleasure to see
new faces!
Our next breakfast will be held
on Sunday morning, February 11,
when Erik Lesniak of the NH Fisher
Cats minor league baseball club will
join us. Erik is the Executive Director of Sales for the Fisher Cats and
has spent 18 years in minor league
baseball, the last 13 here in NH.
He will talk to us about the Fisher
Cats organization, community
partnerships and the importance
of minor league baseball’s impact
in the communities they reside.
As always, we kick off breakfast at

9:30 a.m. If you have not had the
opportunity to attend a Men’s Club
breakfast recently, our kitchen crew
will be preparing a sumptuous feast
of eggs, potatoes, bagels, lox and
whitefish salad with accompanying
veggies, fruit, juice, coffee and tea.
The cost for breakfast is $8.00 for
Men’s Club members and $12 for
non-members. For more information, and to RSVP for breakfast
(please), email breakfastrsvp@
snhjmc.org.
Mark your calendars and save
the date as our annuAl Children’s
breakfast is scheduled for Sunday,
March 4, at 9:30 a.m. We are excited to have Ellen Goethel and her
critically acclaimed “Explore the
Ocean World” program. This is a
highly entertaining and interactive
program introducing the kids to
“creatures” from coastal Maine salt
marshes and the ocean depths. This
is a family event so bring the kids
or grandkids and join us for our

E
S
P

fabulous breakfast fare with the
added bonus of warm waffles. As
always, kids eat free. Cost for adults
is $8.00 for members and spouses or
$12.00 for non-members. RSVP’s
are requested to help us best plan
for this unique event. Please let us
know if you can come by emailing
us at breakfastrsvp@snhjmc.org.
Do you have children or grandchildren who will be traveling to
Israel as part of a semester abroad or
a summer experience? How about
local Jewish summer camps? The
philanthropic arm of the Southern
NH Jewish Men’s Club, the Bruce
Retchin/Neil Goren fund, was instituted to provide financial stipends
for our community’s youth planning
such ventures. All that is required is
a letter from your student or camper
outlining their plans and the educational benefit of the program or
camp they are attending. Send it
to SNHJMC, 4 Raymond Street,
Nashua NH 03064.

Employee Benefit
Strategies, LLC
Benefit Planning since 1962

Wendy Reed Johnson

Specializing in:
• Individual Health Insurance
• Group Life, Health &:Disability
• Dental Plans
• Medicare Coverage
100 Elm Street, PO Box 3405
Nashua, New Hampshire 03061

eprolman3@ft.newyorklife.com
Bus: (603) 882-8200 • l-800-639-4215
Bus: (603) 882-1850 • Fax: (603) 882-2910
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Organizations

Annual Children’s Breakfast
The Southern New Hampshire Jewish Men’s Club
Proudly presents
EXPLORE THE OCEAN WORLD
Sunday Morning, March 4 at 9:30 a.m.

The Southern New Hampshire Jewish Men’s Club is pleased to welcome Ellen
Goethel and her highly acclaimed “EXPLORE THE OCEAN WORLD” program. Ellen will provide an exceptional educational experience appropriate for all
ages. This unique presentation will introduce the audience to a large variety of
sea creatures fished from local waters. Our children will have a chance to experience, hands on, creatures from the Gulf of Maine salt marsh, rocky shore, and the
deep sea. The animals range from the common sea star to the deep water sun star,
spiny crab or horseshoe crab as well as many others. All of the participants will get a
chance to “touch, feel and smell” everything in the touch tank.
The SNHJMC will be serving our famous bagels and lox spread with accompanying waffles and eggs. As always, children are free and the cost for adults is $8
for members/spouses and $12 for non-members. Breakfast will start at 9:30 am
at Temple Beth Abraham, 4 Raymond Street, Nashua and the program will start
around 10:00 a.m.
For more information or just to let us know you are coming please RSVP to
Breakfastrsvp@snhjmc.org. While not required…reservations help us plan better.
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GENERAL FUND
DONORS

IN HONOR OF

DONORS

IN MEMORY OF

Davida & Yami Baker
Albee Budnitz & Vivian Rowe
Tali Holtzman & David Zion
Marcia & Bob Feldmann
Leon Goldstein
Becky & Alan Green
Shirley Lelchuk
Sandie & Seth Leonard
Diane Toth
Diane Toth
Marcia & Ron Weiss

Phyllis Shapiro & David Toub
Joyce Pearson
Amy & Mark Finkelstein
Roz & Ben Kupferman
Maryellen & Craig Rothenberg
Sue & Larry Savett

Becky Green
in appreciation
High Holdiays
Tzedakah
Aliyot
Buzz Brody
Elaine Brody
in appreciation
Elaine Brody
for stove fund
for stove fund

Co-Sponsored by Temple Beth Abraham

Marion Goldmuntz-Garfunkel
parents, Jean & Sidney Fisher
Murray Yavner
Murray Yavner
Claire Watterson
Ruth Ginsburg

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND
6 Mountain Laurels Dr. ~ Nashua, NH 03062
603.888.9000 ~ www.skymeadow.com

Welin Grossman Family

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND

Sky Meadow is the perfect facility to host your Bar or Bat
Mitzvah, Wedding, Golf outing or even a Corporate event. You
do not have to be a member, so please call or email for further
information.

Phyllis Shapiro & David Toub in honor of birth of grandson,
Brantley Forrester Toub
Maryellen & Craig Rothenberg in honor of Ben Rothenberg’s
Bar Mitzvah

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL

Carole & Joel Shyavitz in honor of Rina Scharf

JASON SCHENKER FUND

Ilana & Neil Plain

TREE OF LIFE FUND

Beth & Terry Watterson in honor of Abby Watterson’s Bat
Mitzvah

Tax Statements Mailed

The tax statements for 2017 will be mailed at the end
of January. You should receive yours by email, or US
Mail if you don’t have an email on file or you have
specified that as your preference. If you don’t receive
your statement or have any questions, please contact the
treasurer at treasurer@tbanashua.org or call the office
at 603-883-8184.  

Early appointments available for
Bar/Bat-Mitzvah’s or Weddings.
Offering Color, Cutting, Styling, Keritan
Smoothing Treatments, Facials,
Face & Body Waxing and Eye Brow
Threading.
Bring this ad to receive 10% off any
service.
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February 16 & 17
During Friday evening and Saturday morning services,
Memorial prayers will be recited for the following:
February 2 & 3
Theodore Levine, father of Mark Levine & Jeffrey Levine
Paul L. Levine, Esq., cousin of Mark Levine and
Jeffrey Levine
Eva Freedman, mother-in-law of Yvonne Freedman
Helen Kraus, mother of Ann Fabian
Mary Freedman, mother-in-law of Henrietta Freedman
Ruth Teague, mother of Sandie Leonard
Neilan Brody, brother of Bernard Brody
Harry Freedman, father-in-law of Yvonne Freedman
Sylvia Cheifetz, mother of Gina Vega
David Landsman, father of Jeanette Chasin
Maurice Franks, father of Paul Franks
Hannah Yakir Weiner, mother of Ruth Harris
Dorothy Goldberg, mother of Sandee Goldberg
Fred Berkowitz		
Mary Gould
Samuel Kessler
Esther Kohn
Rose Weisman
Harry Goldsteen
February 9 & 10
George Kaiser, father of Robert Kaiser
Chaim Arlan, father of Lionel Arlan
Harry Waldman, father of Naomi Steinberg and
Leonard Waldman
Peter Schoen, cousin of Karl Schenker
Florence Marx Brody, mother of Bernard Brody
Bernice Gordon Cohen, mother of Cindy Burrows
Samuel Shabsa Sherman, grandfather of Esther Arlan
Frank Sack, father of Lynn Schenker
Samuel Harris, father-in-law of Richard Shapiro
Ann Herman Ostrow, mother of Jerard Herman
Janet M. Schuster		
Rachel Leah Berzets
Moshe Aaron Lachavitsky
Jessie Kessler
Janet M. Schuster		
Morris Isaacson
Minyona Dubrovinski		
Jack Marsch
Bernard Berkowitz

Rachel Schiff, mother of Howard Schiff
Diana Levy, mother of Philip Levy
Rose Etscovitz, mother of Laura Horowitz &
Jane Goldsmith
Irene Brother, mother of Carol Gelman
Francine Metrick, mother of Erica Patmos
Celia Isserlis Lillstrang, mother-in-law of Colleen Lillstrang
Morris Kozak, father of Diane Toth
Jennie Zavotsky, great-grandmother of
Rabbi Jonathan Spira-Savett
Jim Hazard, father of Robert Hazard
Maureen Sacks, mother of David Sacks
Philip Ackerman, husband of Ann Ackerman
Dora Yezersky, aunt of Shirley Lelchuk
Raymond Aisner, father of Claudia Haime
Regina Little, mother of Henrietta Freedman
Rose Silver, mother of Israel Silver
Ida Lukatsky, mother of Janet Roth
Elias Brody, father of Bernard Brody
Abraham Tubin, father of Barbara Garnick &
grandfather of Kevin Garnick and Darren Garnick
Walter Mildenberg, father of Les Mildenberg
Rae Roth, mother of David Roth
Benjamin Price, father of Howard Price
Abe Malin, father of Howard Malin
Douglas Goff, brother of Allison Sharpe
Jacob Wolfson			
Jacob Israel Berzets
Gertrude Gladstone		
Miriam Gittel Simon
Jacob C. Mandelson		
Max Garden
Lillian E. Rudnick Isaacson Samuel Davis
Edith Marcks			
David C. Davis
February 23 & 24
Norman Feder, husband of Helen Feder & father of
Robert Feder
Albert M. Kaplan, father of Cheryl Franchi & husband of Tobey Kaplan
Samuel Freedman, brother-in-law of Henrietta Freedman
Estelle M. Kahn, mother of Laura Kahn
Itzhak Weiner, father of Ruth Harris
Edith Stanger, mother of Ida Stanger
John Thibeault, brother of Carol Gorelick
Morris Sobelsohn, grandfather of Alan Green
Sandra Wolpert Trapasso, sister-in-law of Linda Trapasso
Klara Schmatnik, mother-in-law of Reghina Scharf
(Continued on the following page …)
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Yahrzeit Donations

February 23 & 24 Yahrzeits continued

Liliane Sznycer for grandfather, Alexander Bornstein
Evelyn Sheffres for husband, Ezra Sheffres
Carol Gorelick for mother, Beverly Thibeault
Don Gorelick for mother, Bea Gorelick
Yvonne Dunetz for mother, Ruth Ametller
Randy Cohen for father, Jordan Cohen &
grandfather, Morris Wigrizer
Susan Schiff for father, Louis Fischman
Chris Devine for father, Joseph Devine
Jill Harkaway for mother, Ada Harkaway
Alan Green for grandmother, Becky Sobelsohn
Cheryl Liebling for grandmother, Dina Schwartz &
father, Abraham Rappaport
Harry Haymes for son, Gary Hamburger
Rich Grosky for uncle, Bernard Grosky
David Pastor for father, Bernard Pastor
Howard Price for wife, Rosalyn Price
Elaine Weinberg for parents, Edward & Adele Blumenthal
Fern Getto for father, Harry Matzkin
Robert Weisman for sister, Bessie Weisman & father,
Joseph Weisman
Judith Berger for mother, Mae Davis Soroken
Karl Schenker for mother, Herta Schenker &
grandfather, Avrom Shlomo Schenker
Lynn & Karl Schenker for son, Jason Schenker
David Holt for father, Mitchell Holt
Charlotte Shapiro for mother-in-law, Hannah Shapiro
Marilyn Rosen for brother, Bernard Rosen
Rich Shapiro for aunt, Tillie Shapiro
Sandie Leonard for mother, Ruth Teague
Lionel Arlan for brother, Philip Arlan & mother,
Anna Zak Arlan
Jan Silver for grandmother, Bertha Frankel Rudnick
Elliot Lasky for father, Jerome Lasky
David Freedman for mother, Hannah Schaiman Freedman
Mitch Wolper for parents, Rose & Morris Wolper
Dotty Silber for mother, Sophie Andler

Samuel Silver, father of Israel Silver
Myra Elaine Sack, mother of Barry Sack
Jerome M. Kaplan, husband of Carol Kaplan
Sumner Stern, father of David Stern
Bernard Rosen, brother of Marilyn Rosen
Nathan Cheifetz, father of Gina Vega
Max Snapper, father of Lewis Snapper
Sumner Foster, father of Joseph Foster
Elcy Poskanzer, mother of Elaine Brody
Rebecca Freedman, great grandmother of Steven Haime
Isaac Velvel Sherman, father of Esther Arlan
Dolly Fischman		
Rita Yelgin
Dorothy Baer			
Sumner Gladstone
Ida Liffman			
Feiga Zoubritskaya
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