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Rabbi Spira-Savett

When we were 
writing our most 
recent strategic 
plan, I wrote these 
words as part of a 
statement of vision:
Judaism can bring 

new insight into our lives at any time, 
challenge us when we are comfortable, 
help us spread goodness when we have 
experienced the goodness of others.  We 
learn together in all kinds of ways and 
places, from teachers and one another.  
We are inspired through words, song, 
and silence.  We host scholars who bring 
new ideas, artists who show us beauty 
and joy, activists who call us to action 
in order to transform the world.

Over the years, since long before 
I came, Beth Abraham has hosted 
prominent speakers, artists, and per-
formers. We have been steadily both 
increasing and broadening these kinds 
of programs. Sometimes we draw on 
the traditions of the past, and some-
times it’s about new styles of music or 
new trends in scholarship.
In November, we have a packed 

month of culture and history. I hope 
you will find at least one thing in 
our menu that grabs your interest to 
participate in.
Our month starts with artist-in-

residence Matt Bar of Bible Raps. 
Matt has pioneered the use of hip-hop 
improvisation and composition to 
explore Torah and Jewish teachings. 

He works with young people, but also 
has a lot to say about why Judaism has 
always been an oral tradition, not just 
a culture of books and reading.
So Matt will be working with our 

Religious School, and also doing a 
bunch of adult teaching as well. On 
Shabbat, November 4, he will be giv-
ing the D’var Torah in services, talking 
about orality and how quoting the past 
becomes a basis for creativity. After 
services, Matt will teach and engage 
us over lunch some more.
Then on Saturday night, Matt will 

perform some of his own raps, as well 
as the new pieces he will have helped 
our sixth and seventh graders create 
during the week!

Music, Humor, History, Scholarship – A Rich Month Ahead

(Continued on the following page …)

As we enter the 
New Year, we are 
excited to introduce 
a new graphic iden-
tity for Temple Beth 
Abraham. This is not 
a change to our mis-
sion or core values. 
Rather our new graphic identity, 
logo and messaging better reflects 
who we are, what we do and how 
we address the changing Jewish 
landscape of the 21st century.
On the right are two examples of 

how the new logo might appear in 
different circumstances.
The goal is to express who we are 

as a congregation, and to create an 
identifiable brand for our kehillah 
(community). 

President 
Michael Harris

and members 
of their fami-
lies of all back-
grounds, serv-
ing members 
from near and 
far – but with 
our center at 
Temple Beth 
Abraham. The lighter points are on the 
upper right convey growth, optimism, 
and an upward direction for our com-
munity and our world.
 • We envision and pursue an 

authentic and dynamic Juda-
ism that inspires today’s and 
tomorrow’s generation of Jews 
to seek meaning, find connec-
tion, and experience shleymut 
(wholeness) in a world that is 
complex and ever evolving.

A New Graphic Identity For Beth Abraham
The new TBA logo was designed to 

feature a mark that is similar to a Magen 
David. The points are intentionally 
spread out to give a visual break for the 
viewer, causing the eyes to “discover” 
the mark rather than being too obvi-
ous. The star is intentionally open to 
show that we are welcoming to Jews 

(Continued on the following page …)
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A Rich Month Ahead continued…

Sunday, November 5, we wel-
come Dr. Susannah Heschel, Eli 
Black Professor of Jewish Studies at 
Dartmouth College. Her talk over 
brunch is about how Jewish schol-
ars in the 1800s became fascinated 
with Islam. They saw Islam both as 
a backdrop to great Jewish cultural 
creativity in the Middle Ages and 
as a paradigm of the modern Jewish 
scholars’ own ideas about Judaism.
The following Shabbat, November 

11, corresponds with Veterans’ Day. 
We have in our community a long 
tradition of service to this country and 
to Israel through the armed services. 
In services and over lunch, we will 
be honoring those who are and have 
served, and hearing stories about that 
service from our own community. If 
you have a story to tell, please get in 
touch with Laura Horowitz. We can 
help you at the office to connect.

On Sunday, November 19, Dr. 
Joyce Antler, Professor Emerita from 
Brandeis Unversity, will be speaking 
about the long history of Jewish 
women in subversive American 
comedy. I’m looking forward to a 
talk that will be both entertaining 
and informative, and put some of the 
big names from various generations 
of comedy in a new light.
November is also a major month in 

the history of Zionism and the Jewish 
people. November 2 is the 100th an-
niversary of the Balfour Declaration, 
in which Great Britain during World 
War I opened the door to the idea of 
a “Jewish national home” in the Land 
of Israel. November 9 commemorates 
Kristallnacht, a turning point in the 
Nazi violence against Jews. November 
29 is the 70th anniversary of the vote 
at the United Nations to endorse the 
partition of Palestine into sovereign 

Jewish and Arab states, which created 
the basis in international law for the 
founding of the State of Israel. We will 
mark both of these anniversaries at the 
evening minyan with presentations 
following our prayers.
While these topics are quite diverse, 

they aren’t random. Jewish culture, 
history, and creativity help us to see 
who we are, to understand ourselves. 
They illuminate the different roles 
that Jews have played and might yet 
play in transforming the world, from 
the way we think to how we act.
See November as a microcosm, and 

a sampler of what we can be doing 
even more. I hope to learn and be 
provoked and inspired with you 
at one or more of our upcoming 
programs.

  L’shalom,

  Rabbi Jon

 • Through balancing tradition 
and modernity, we ignite 
innovative ideas—those that 
shape our work to strengthen 
our kehillah and those that 
influence how we live mean-
ingfully as Jews today.

 • We find strength in our diverse 
viewpoints and backgrounds—
religious, racial, ethnic, sexual, 
socio-political. We celebrate 
our differences and believe that 
those differences make our 
wholeness possible.

 • We are dedicated to lifelong 
Jewish growth. It is our im-
perative to ensure that Jews 
at every age have meaningful 
opportunities to learn and 
grow—through traditions, 
study, Torah, prayer, and mitz-
vot - and to feel inspired to act, 

Our New Branding Identity continued…

serve the world, and connect 
to God and a higher purpose.

(Adapted from the United Synagogue of 
Conservative Judaism (USCJ) website. The 
USCJ has also recently changed its logo.)

Our new look also helps us ensure 
that the information we provide has a 
consistent, recognizable look and feel, 
allowing our message to stand out.   
Soon you will also see changes in our 

website as we simplify it, add additional 
information, such as valuable informa-
tion about Jewish life cycle events, and 
make changes to make it easier to access 
the website on diverse types of devices.
Our new event flyers, letterhead, busi-

ness cards, email templates, and our 
website will all feature this new Temple 
Beth Abraham look. We hope you are 
as excited about this rebrand as we are.
As always, we welcome feedback and 

suggestions on ways that we can make 

it even easier for members and prospec-
tive members to get information on 
activities at TBA and to engage with 
our kehillah.
שלום וברכה    

  Michael Harris, President

If you want 
to continue 
to receive 

this bulletin 
on paper, 

please read 
and respond 
to the article 

on page 8
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November Service 
Schedule

 Services are held every Friday eve-
ning at 8:00 p.m. (unless otherwise 
noted), Saturday at 9:30 a.m. and 
Monday –Thursday at 7:30 p.m.

SPECIAL EVENT SERVICE
November 4

Jr. Congregation
November 11

Service Honoring Our Veterans 
& Lunch & Learn

November 17 -  Services 7:00 p.m.
November 18

Jr. Congregation
Kiddush Sponsors

November 18
Liz Eckley in honor of the birth 

of son, Wyatt Eckley

Services and Community

Chesed Committee
The Chesed Committee, under the 

auspices of TBA Sisterhood, helps 
families in times of loss or illness. We 
have arranged for meals after funerals, 
and have cooked and delivered food 
to families who are suffering from 
serious illness or are in mourning. 
We are grateful for any monetary 
contributions as well as time spent 
cooking meals. Contact the office to 
contribute in any way you can.

Community News
Condolences to:

• The family & friends of Hymie 
Romer on  his passing

Best Wishes to:
• Carol & Don Gorelick on the 

marriage of son, Andrew Wolff 
to Sarah Dempster

• The Rothenberg family on Ben-
jamin’s Bar Mitzvah

• Sheryl Rich-Kern on son, Dan’s 
engagement to Shiran Bennun

• Kerry & Dennis Schneider on 
the marriage of daughter, Lau-
ren to Patrick Frazer

• Helen Honorow on receiving the 
Nashua Education Foundation 
Excellence in Education Award

• Toby & Jason Marshall and 
Rena & Ernie Perelmuter on the 
birth of  grandson and great-
grandson, Calvin Matthew 
Jennings

• Cheryl and Bob Franchi in their 
new home

All those people in our community 
who are ill we wish you a complete 

& speedy recovery

        Chocolate and Coffee:  What Could Be Better?
Saturday, December 2 • 7:00 p.m.

Come to our Chocolate Cafe for delicious chocolate desserts (dairy) and samplings of 
coffees and teas all made from fair trade products.
Enjoy an evening listening to our local talent perform. 

Program will begin with havdalah and a brief presentation on fair trade.

Presented by TBA Sisterhood. 
Charge: $12 per person  (Proceeds will benefit the Chesed fund that provides meals for member 

families at difficult times)

All are welcome to attend, but the talent show is limited to teenagers and adults.
Please email marshafeder@gmail.com to volunteer your talent for the show.

November 23  
Thanksgiving 

 
Minyan if ten people 

request it

mailto:marshafeder@gmail.com
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Education and Programming & Community

Susannah Heschel Presents November 5 
at Beth Abraham

By Linda S Trapasso, Lifelong Learn-
ing Committee, Temple Beth Abraham

J e w i s h 
scholar Su-
sannah Hes-
chel will be at 
Temple Beth 
Abraham on 
Sunday, No-
vember 5, to 
talk about the 
Jewish fasci-
nation with 
Islam. This is one of Heschel’s current 
areas of interest and research, and is a 
work in progress. She is an exceptional 
scholar, the recipient of numerous 
grants and awards, including four hon-
orary doctorates. Heschel has published 
her own work and edited, translated, 
and published numerous works by her 
father, Abraham Joshua Heschel.
Susannah Heschel is the Eli Black 

Professor of Jewish Studies at 
Dartmouth College. She focuses 
on Jewish-Christian relations in 
Germany during the 19th and 
20th centuries, the history of bibli-

cal scholarship, and the history of 
anti-Semitism. She teaches various 
classes in the departments of Jewish 
Studies; Medieval and Renaissance 
Studies; Religion; and Women’s, 
Gender, and Sexuality Studies. 
Come to Temple Beth Abraham, 4 

Raymond Street, Nashua, NH, on 
November 5, to hear Susannah Hes-
chel, part of a year-long focus on Jew-
ish Americans and their contributions. 
9:30 a.m. Optional Breakfast by the 

SNHJMC, $8 SNHJMC members, 
$12 nonmembers, paid at the door. 
10:30 a.m. Presentation, free (sug-
gested donation $5).
This event is open to all. Brought 

to you by the Temple Beth Abraham 
Lifelong Learning Committee, The 
Southern NH Jewish Men’s Club, 
and Temple Beth Abraham Sister-
hood. For more information and 
to RSVP, call 603-883-8184, email 
office@tbanashua.org, or visit the 
Web www.tbanashua.org. Find 
TBA on Facebook at www.face-
book.com/TempleBethAbraham/. 

BABKA News
November

The November 1 
book discussion is The 
Hours Count by Jillian 
Cantor.
If you would like 

a copy through the 
New Hampshire in-
terlibrary loan program, contact 
Marilyn Rosen at happy7day135@
gmail.com. If you would like to 
purchase a copy, contact Becky.

December
We will devote our entire Decem-

ber 6 meeting to planning our selec-
tions from January through June, 
and possibly through December.  I’d 
like to go into the new year know-
ing our program for the year. Please 
come to the December meeting with 
book suggestions and your interest 
in facilitating any of the discussions.

Happy November! 
As we head deeper into fall and the 

school year, it’s probably a good time 
to introduce myself. My name is Jes-
sica Stern, and I’m now working for 
Temple Beth Abraham. I divide my 
time between the Religious School, 
where I am the administrative as-
sistant, and the synagogue where I 
do communications.
Some of you may be familiar with 

me, or my mother, Linda Trapasso. 
We’ve been members of this com-
munity since 1989, and I’m proud to 
say that I grew up in this synagogue. 
I had my Bat Mitzvah here in our 
old sanctuary in 2000 (before the 
renovation), and I went through 
our religious school from Pre-K to 
12th grade.
Though my interests are wide and 

quite varied, I attained my BA in 
Literature: Creative Writing from 
UMass Lowell. While writing is 
what I specialized in, I am an avid 
reader as well. Other hobbies of 
mine include knitting, yarn and 
fiber related crafts such as crochet, 
spinning, and weaving. Another 
thing I love is writing original stories.
Despite now living in Goffstown,  I 

still consider Temple Beth Abraham, 
and Nashua, to be my home, and 
I look forward to spending more 
time at Temple Beth Abraham in 
the future!

Interested in 
Chanting Torah or 

Haftarah?
Contact Stan Juda (888-8731) to 

select a Haftarah, or Rabbi Jon for 
a Torah reading assignment.

mailto:office@tbanashua.org
http://www.tbanashua.org
http://www.facebook.com/TempleBethAbraham/
http://www.facebook.com/TempleBethAbraham/
mailto:happy7day135@gmail.com
mailto:happy7day135@gmail.com
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Education and Programming

Happy Hodu-Day!

Director of Education 
and Family Engagement 

Noreen Leibson

Looking back, 
we have just 
moved out of 
four weeks of 
Jewish Holi-
days.  We gath-
ered in celebra-
tion of Rosh 
Hashanah, the 
New Year and 
danced our way 
to Simchat Torah. We rejoiced, and 
we reflected. We sought forgiveness, 
and we gave forgiveness. This sea-
son in the Jewish calendar is truly 
spectacular and brims to the point of 
over-flowing with spiritual and com-
munal movement. Rosh Hashanah 
and Simhat Torah are bookends to 
the serious spiritual work as well 
as the feelings of rapture that are 
inherent to the holidays. 
This year, Sukkot was experienced 

in mostly warm weather. We were 
able to sit in the sukkah and fulfill 
the mitzvah of “Leishev b’ sukkah. 
Our students, joined by their par-
ents, enjoyed a lovely evening in 
the sukkah eating pizza. Laughter 
flowed under the covering of the 
sukkah. As usual our sukkah was 

beautifully adorned with decora-
tions made by the students. This 
year, Ari Friedman and Jonah Sav-
age, USY Co-presidents took the 
lead on making some pretty cool 
decorations. Thanks,  Ari and Jonah!
We have a lot to look forward to 

at the school as November heads 
our way. The big news is that on 
October 31, we will welcome Matt 
Bar of Bible Raps to TBA as Artist in 
Residence.  Check out the synagogue 
website to see what he will be do-
ing. Or check out Biblerapsnation.
com to hear the music and see the 
videos. I promise you that there will 

be something for everyone.
At the end of November, families 

will gather to celebrate an American 
Thanksgiving.  I don’t know for sure 
what your family likes to eat on 
Thanksgiving but for the majority 
of folks it’s time to bring out the 
turkey. Turkey is the quintessential 
culinary highlight of the festive 
meal common to many Ameri-
cans. (Although this year, one of 
my daughters requested fish – she 
doesn’t like turkey!) 

The Hebrew word for turkey is 
tarnigol hodu, or hodu for short. 
Another meaning for hodu is,” we 
give thanks”. The same Hebrew 
word refers to both the animal and 
the process of giving thanks. How 
interesting. On Thanksgiving we 
not only eat hodu but we give hodu. 
Thanksgiving, by its very name, tells 
us that our American Thanksgiving 
is a time to be thankful for all we 
have. It is a time to focus on what we 
have rather than what we don’t have. 
On this note, I want to say thank 

you to our teachers and staff who 
make our school a welcoming and 
engaging place. I want to say thank 
you to our students who bring their 
vibrant energy and a zest for life into 
our classroom. I want to say thank 
you to our parents who have made 
a commitment to support their 
children in learning what it means to 
be Jewish.  We are so blessed in our 
Temple Beth Abraham community. 

Happy Hodu –Day!!
   L’shalom 

   Noreen

Social Justice Committee Meeting
Thursday, November 9 at 6:30 p.m.

“Justice, justice, you shall pursue” 
(Deut. 16:20)

A passion for justice is central to 
Jewish tradition.  We are command-
ed to care for the poor, the weak, 
and those with disabilities.  Our 
people have been on the frontlines 
of many battles for human rights 
and equality.

A small group of congregants met 
recently to organize a committee 
focused on social justice issues of 
today.  We are hoping that others 
will join us in this endeavor.
Our plan is to choose human rights 

issues, especially those that affect our 
local area, and to look for ways we 
can support those in need. These 
might include:  advocacy for im-

migrants, fighting discrimination 
against LBGTQ citizens, as well as 
homelessness, addiction, and health 
care.  There is no shortage of press-
ing crises.
Come to the first meeting to help 

us begin this important work.

http://biblerapsnation.com
http://biblerapsnation.com
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Community

Honoring Our Veterans
SHABBAT SERVICES  

NOVEMBER 11
Temple Beth Abraham and the 

Lifelong Learning Committee are 
honored to celebrate the members of 
our congregation who have served our 
country, Israel, or any other country, 
in uniform.

If you have served or are cur-
rently serving in the military, or 
if members of your family have 
served in the past, please contact 
Laura Horowitz (459-3636; email: 
laurahorowitz@yahoo.com) or 
Judy Goldstein at the synagogue. 
We will send you a form to fill out 
with details of your (their) service.

We hope the congregation will join us 
as we honor our veterans during Shab-
bat services on Saturday, November 
11, as well as at a luncheon following 
services. Thank you to all our veterans 
and their families for their service.

How Do You Prefer to Receive the Bulletin? 
This bulletin 
is written and 
published ev-
ery month as 
one method 
of keeping 
members 

and friends of 
Temple Beth Abraham 

informed. We distribute the bul-
letin via email, post on the www.
tbanashua.org web site, and we still 
send paper copies via US Mail to 
hundreds of recipients. We are asking 
for your feedback on how you prefer 
to receive and read the bulletin. If 
you want to continue to receive a 
paper copy, we need to hear from 
you. Since many people are used to 
reading newspapers, magazines, and 
other communications online, we are 
considering reducing the number 

of paper copies we print and mail. 
We are considering this for several 
reasons.
 • We want to communicate 

with members in a manner 
they prefer to increase aware-
ness of what’s happening at 
Temple Beth Abraham.

 • Multiple surveys show a de-
cline in the number of people 
getting their information from 
paper sources and an increase 
in those preferring other 
methods.

 • Over the course of a year, we 
currently use tens of thou-
sands of sheets of paper to 
produce the TBA bulletin. It 
requires approximately 3 trees 
to produce the paper used 
for the bulletin in one year. It 
would be nice to reduce our 
environmental impact.

 • The paper bulletin costs several 
thousand dollars per year for 
paper, printing and postage.

Before November 30th , please 
contact the office at 603-883-8184 
or office@tbanashua.org to let us 
know if you still want to receive 
the bulletin on paper.  So far only 
15 people have re sponder; if you 
want to continue to receive paper, 
please respond now.   If we don’t 
hear from you, we will assume you 
either don’t read the bulletin or have 
no preference.
We would also welcome any feed-

back on the bulletin content and 
anything else you would like to 
read about.

mailto:laurahorowitz@yahoo.com
http://www.tbanashua.org/
http://www.tbanashua.org/
mailto:office@tbanashua.org


9

Welcome Back to
Matt Bar

And His Hip-Hop Style of Jewish Learning

Bible Raps Concert 
Saturday, November 4

6:30 p.m.

Doors Open at 6:15 p.m.

Also Featuring
Vav And Zayin Classes Rapping Their Own Text

Bible Raps uses the cultural styling of today to revitalize the classic texts and oral learning 
tradition of the past.

Sponsored by: The Jason Schenker Memorial Fund, USY, TBA School and Family 
Programming Fund, Darlene and Charles Drutman, Peggy Weisman, Alan and Becky 

Green, the Jewish Federation of New Hampshire, and an anonymous donation
For more information or to see some of Matt’s videos, go to biblerapsnation.com

Education and Programming
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Tot Shabbat & Music Together with Hebrew

Tot Shabbat is a magical experience for young 
children between the ages of 0-4.  You will enjoy 

singing, dancing, child-friendly crafts and a snack.  
Join us with your little ones!

Temple Beth Abraham Religious School - 5 Raymond Street, Nashua, NH 03064

Saturday, November 18, 10:00 AM - 11:30 AM

Yedidim is the name of a network of Southern New Hampshire Jewish and interfaith families with children who are between newborn and 
five years old.  We regularly gather to form community, learn together, provide support to one another and have fun. 

For more information or to volunteer, contact Jessie Mocle: yedidim@tbanashua.org

Mom and Dad’s Group

A wonderful morning of 
getting together with 
friends!  This month, join us 
for a snack and a laugh on:

Monday, November  13, 10:30 AM - 12:00 PM
Monday, November  27, 10:30 AM - 12:00 PM
Monday, December  11, 10:30 AM - 12:00 PM

Temple Beth Abraham Religious School - 5 Raymond Street, Nashua, NH 03064
on Sunday, November 19 at 3:00PM

Yedidim families (and those with older siblings) are invited to bake with 
us in preparation for Thanksgiving!  We’ll have a story, craft and an 

opportunity for the kids to get (relatively) messy in the kitchen!  RSVP is 
extremely important, since we need to know how many supplies to 

prepare.  Please RSVP to yedidim@tbanashua.org

Bring your little ones to
Tot Shabbat

10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
in the school

Highlights include:
 Child-friendly service

Music, singing, dancing and playing
Snack

Shabbat friendly craft
Story time

 
Tot Shabbat is a family Shabbat morning program for families with children ages newborn to 

4 years old. Olga Fain leads this special program.  

Dates:
October 28 • November 18 • December 2

January 6 • February 10 • March 17 • April 7 • May 5

Education and Community
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Education & Programming

Joyce Antler of Brandeis Talks Comedy on November 19 at TBA
By Linda S Trapasso, Lifelong Learn-

ing Committee, Temple Beth Abraham

On Sunday, No-
vember 19, Joyce 
Antler of Brandeis 
will talk about Jew-
ish female comedi-
ans at Temple Beth 
Abraham, Nashua, 
NH. Citing the 
work of Sophie Tucker, Fanny 
Brice, Gilda Radner, Madeline 
Kahn, Roseanne Barr, Joan Rivers, 
and Sarah Silverman (and many, 
many others), from vaudeville and 
burlesque, to radio, TV, films, and 
stand-up comedy, a top expert in 
Jewish culture outlines why Jewish 
female comedians have been both 
successful and subversive. Antler’s 
talk, titled Making Trouble: The 
Subversive Tradition of Jewish Women 

Comedians, will include a montage 
of video clips from the Jewish 
Women’s Archive.
Joyce Antler is Professor Emerita 

of American Jewish History and 
Culture; and Women’s, Gender, and 
Sexuality Studies at Brandeis Uni-
versity. She is one of the world’s top 
commentators on the intersection of 
Judaism and gender. She has studied 
Jewish mothers (You Never Call! You 
Never Write!: A History of the Jewish 
Mother) as well as Jewish suffrag-
ists, human rights campaigners, 
and feminists (The Journey Home: 
How Jewish Women Shaped Modern 
America). Now Antler focuses her 
considerable insight on the influence 
of Jewish female comedians. 
Join us at Temple Beth Abraham, 

4 Raymond St, Nashua, NH, on 
Sunday, November 19, to hear Joyce 

Antler, part of a year-long focus on 
Jewish Americans and their contri-
butions. 
10:00 a.m. Presentation, free (sug-

gested donation $10). Refreshments 
will be served.
This event is open to all. Brought 

to you by the Temple Beth Abraham 
Lifelong Learning Committee. For 
more information and to RSVP, 
call 603-883-8184, email office@
tbanashua.org, or visit the Web 
www.tbanashua.org. Find TBA on 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/
TempleBethAbraham/.

Todah Rabbah!
Thank You to Everyone Who Worked on High Holy Day Services and Programming 

Baalei Tefillah (cantors): Stan Juda, Jonah Savage, David Sacks

Torah Readers: Lilly Harris, Baruch Harris, Shoshana Green, Avraham Harris, Isaiah Baker, 
Jacob Sacks, Lela Spira-Savett, Ian Lewis, Alex Bonneau, Stan Juda, Noreen Leibson

Haftarot:  Elaine Brody, Charles Drutman, David Friedenberg, Ben Freedman 
Baalei Tekiah (shofar):  Bob Feder, Ben Freedman, Kasia Grossman, Charles Drutman 

Gabbaim (Torah service and Bimah assistants):  Ben Freedman, Mitch Wolper, Elaine Brody 
K-2 Services: Betsy Siegel, Darlene Drutman, Amanda Rezaoui, Carol Gorelick 

Junior Congregation:  Noreen Leibson, Jonah Savage, Annie Sherman 
Teen Discussions:  Eitan Zeira, Esther Kosofsky, Sara Cohen, Laura Hegfield 

Snacks – Bill Barry and Helen Honorow 
Hayom Chanters:  David Friedenberg, Carol Mainemer, Les Mildenberg 

Zimriya (chorus): Julie Oliver (director) and Jed Holland, Becky Green (organizer), Esther Kosofsky, 
Laura Hegfield, Cheryl Liebling, Colleen Lillstrang, Barbara Garnick, Kasia Grossman, Jane Goodman, 
Stephanie Lee, Elaine Brody, Larry Rubin, Chris Savage, Matthew Lee, Alan Green, Paul Garnick, Bill 

Schwartz, Nancy Ferman, Davida Rubin-Baker, Cheryl Liebling, Chur Masors, David Sacks 
High Holy Organizing Committee:  Chris Savage, Les Mildenberg, Barry Sack, Richard 

Cohen, Craig Parsons-Kerins, Stan Juda 
Break Fast Organizers:  Laura Horowitz, Diane Toth, Marty Lorrey 

Memorial Book:  Judy Goldstein, Diane Toth, Ben Freedman 
Sound:  Ira Grollman and Dennis Schneider 

Thank you to our tireless and dedicated synagogue staff: 
Richard Bryant for setting up and maintaining all of our prayer and programming spaces, 

Judy Goldstein for all her hard work in the office 
Diane Toth for the extra hours 

Jessica Stern for communications

mailto:office@tbanashua.org
mailto:office@tbanashua.org
http://www.tbanashua.org
http://www.facebook.com/TempleBethAbraham/
http://www.facebook.com/TempleBethAbraham/
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Opinions and Organizations

Something to Think About
This month it is my 

pleasure to give over 
my column to Isa 
Gonzalez. Isa is the 
11-year-old daughter 
of our friends Andrea 
and Meredith Lesser 
Gonzalez. Meredith was our daughter 
Laura’s college best friend and room-
mate and Andrea is the sister of our 
own Rhonda Dunbar. It has been 
a delight to watch these two young 
women raising their three children. 
When I saw Isa’s poem on Facebook, 
I asked her moms if I could share it in 
this space. Herein is a brief biography, 
some background, and Isa’s poem. 
Annalysia (aka Isa) Gonzalez is 11 

years old and is in 6th grade at Boston 
Prep Charter School. She attends reli-
gious school at Temple Israel in Boston, 
Mass. Isa has already shown herself to 
be a very socially conscious child. She 
was nominated by her teachers to at-

tend the Jr. National Young Leaders’ 
Conference in Washington, DC this 
year, and always attends and takes part 
however she can in any social justice 
projects or events that her family or 
synagogue is involved in.    
As part of High Holiday observance 

at Temple Israel this year, congregants 
were all asked to use the 10 Days 
of Awe as a time to reflect on Racial 
Justice.  The children were all given 
Racial Justice “Bingo” Cards to see 
how many items they could complete 
on the card. Isa and her brother and 
sister took this seriously, and they set 
out to complete the whole card which 
included things like watching Zootopia 
and answering questions about segrega-
tion and racism afterwards, eating at 
one of several Black owned restaurants 
in Boston, watching the “Breaking the 
Chains” video by Teen Empowerment 
and talking about what the “chains” 
were that this video represented, and 

Elaine Brody

more.   The final Bingo square was to 
write a reflection of what the 10 days 
of awe project meant to them, and Isa 
wrote this poem: 
Free by Isa Gonzalez
Now I know what freedom means, 
to swim the rivers and climb the trees.  
To work fair hours - 9 to 5  
and get FULL PAY to stay alive.  
To hold hands with a different race,  
to dress in clothes as fine as lace.  
To speak your mind and not get hit,  
to go onto a bus and just, well sit.  
To have good shoes that fit your feet,  
And never have too few to eat.  
To me, freedom should be a law.  
And that’s why there is 10 days of 
Awe.

An 11-year-old child with this 
much insight is surely something 
to think about.
   L’hitraot,   

    Elaine

Southern NH Jewish Men’s Club Happenings 
 Our next Sunday breakfast will be 

held, November 5, when the Men’s 
Club, the Lifelong Learning Commit-
tee and Sisterhood are co-sponsoring 
a morning with Jewish Scholar Susan-
nah Heschel, to talk about the Jewish 
fascination with Islam. Heschel is the 
Eli Black Professor of Jewish Studies 
at Dartmouth College and this topic 
is a current area of her interest and 
research. Many in the Men’s Club and 
the our community have been asking 
what impact the Men’s Club’s affiliation 
with Beth Abraham would have on the 
community. This month’s breakfast 
event is an example of the potential.
The morning kicks off with breakfast 

(optional) at 9:30 a.m. and is open to 
the entire community. If you have not 
had the opportunity to attend a Men’s 
Club breakfast recently, grab your 

spouse, significant other or friends and 
come on down. Our kitchen crew will 
be preparing a sumptuous feast of eggs, 
potatoes, bagels, lox and whitefish salad 
with accompanying veggies, fruit, juice 
coffee and tea. The cost for breakfast 
is $8.00 for Men’s Club members and 
$12 for non-members. For those inter-
ested only in the presentation portion 
of our morning, which is free ($5.00 
suggested donation), Ms. Heschel will 
take to the podium at 10:30. For more 
information, and to RSVP for breakfast 
(please), call 603-883-8181 or email 
office@tbanashua.org.
The Men’s Club would like to thank 

board member David Hunt for his 
fantastic presentation on Networking 
to Find a Job at October’s breakfast. 
While the job market is better, David 
reminded us of the all-important 

role networking plays if one finds 
themselves unemployed or looking 
to make changes in their careers. It 
was a great event!
Do you have children or grandchil-

dren who will be traveling to Israel as 
part of a semester abroad or a summer 
experience? How about local Jewish 
summer camps? The philanthropic 
arm of the Southern NH Jewish 
Men’s Club, the Bruce Retchin/Neil 
Goren fund, was instituted to provide 
financial stipends for our community’s 
youth planning such ventures. All that 
is required is a letter from your student 
or camper outlining their plans and 
the educational benefit of the program 
or camp they are attending. Send it 
to SNHJMC, 4 Raymond Street, 
Nashua NH 03064.
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Education and Programming

Coming Events and Programming
Brought to You by the Lifelong Learning Committee

BABKA Book CLub, Wednesday, November 1, 8:00 p.m.
The Hours Count by Jillian Cantor.

Artist in Residence, Matt Bar, Bible Raps, Saturday, November 4
Sermon and Lunch & Learn

Matt will give the D’var Torah in services about the parallels between oral Torah and 
contemporary musical creativity.  Over lunch, Matt will continue to teach and engage us in 

creating verses that interpret the text of the stories of Avraham and Sarah in the Torah reading.
 

Susannah Heschel of Dartmouth College, Sunday Brunch, November 5
The Jewish Fascination with Islam: How Jewish Scholars Created the Field of Islamic Studies 

See details elsewhere in bulletin and RSVP on website www.tbanashua.org

Ta Sh’ma (Come and Hear): Day of Learning and Open House, Monday, November 6
At Hebrew College, Newton Centre, MA. Register for Event.

Honoring Veterans, Shabbat, November 11
A special Shabbat program to honor our veterans, past and present.

If you know of any veterans, please complete the information form at www.tbanashua.org.

Joyce Antler of Brandeis University, Sunday, November 19
Making Trouble: The Subversive Tradition of Jewish Women Comedians 

See details elsewhere in Bulletin and RSVP on website www.tbanashua.org

Ongoing:
Torah Study with Rabbi Jon and Noreen

Thursdays from 10:30 AM to Noon. Come once or many times.
Rabbijon.net and @TBARav

Teachings on the weekly Torah reading and current events through a Jewish lens, podcasts, and music.
Rabbi Jon’s high holy day sermons are posted.

Save the Date!
BABKA Book Club, Wednesday, December 6, 8:00 p.m.
Planning meeting - suggest books to read in 2018

Have Ideas? Want to Help? Join Our Committee!  
Contact Jeff Masors at lifelonglearning@tbanashua.org or Rabbi Jon at rabbi@tbanashua.org.  

Contribute to the Elizabeth Fischer Memorial Fund to support TBA’s ongoing scholarly 
and cultural special programming.

 

Consider sponsoring a specific speaker/event or the food for an event. Contact the office 
or Rabbi Jon.

http://www.tbanashua.org
http://info.hebrewcollege.edu/hebrew-college-open-house
http://www.tbanashua.org
http://www.tbanashua.org
mailto:lifelonglearning@tbanashua.org
mailto:rabbi@tbanashua.org
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Your Jewish (Internet) Connection!Your Jewish Connection

Brought to you by the Lifelong Learning Committee – Written by Linda S Trapasso

Education

For Your Listening Pleasure
After all the music of the High Holy 

Days, I wanted to hear more music, 
and find different types of music 
beyond liturgical. I did a Google 
search and found many possibilities. 
I’ll share a few here. 
If you want to do some research 

and are in a more academic mood, 
then head over to these websites:

Jewish Mu-
sic Research 
Centre at The 
Hebrew Uni-
versity of Jeru-
salem studies 

the musical cultures of Jewish com-
munities of the past and present, 
and includes a Lexicon of Klezmer 
Terminology.
Judaic Studies: Jewish Music at the 

University of St. Thomas provides 
a general introduction to library 
sources of Jewish music.

Jewish Music: Listening Online is 
a Research Guide at the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison Libraries for 
Jewish music.
I was happy to find Jewish Rock 

Radio, a 24/7 Jewish rock Internet 
radio station. JRR broadcasts con-
temporary Jewish rock music, as well 
as interviews featuring youth from 
communities around the country. 
And you can download their app 
for Android/Apple devices. The 
New York Jewish Week published 
an interview with JRR’s founder, 
titled Shaking Up 
Jewish Music With 
Online Radio.
JewishMusicStream.com is live 

24 hour radio playing the latest 
in Jewish music. You can follow it 
on Twitter and Facebook and also 
download Android/Apple apps. 
Of course, YouTube has plenty of 
videos of Jewish music, in many 
categories. Take your pick for 

your viewing and 
listening pleasure!
oySongs.com 
makes Jewish 
music available to 
the world. It’s a 
distributor (like iTunes) for Jewish 
music of all genres. You can find 
sheet music, songbooks, and 
audio. 
For more websites, there is an 
interesting compilation of Jewish 
music websites by Batya Fonda, a 
Jewish folk music singer.

So go listen and find music that 
makes you, and your soul, sing!

ARTIST IN RESIDENCE
MATT BAR OF BIBLE RAPS

October 31 – November 4

Tuesday, October 31
Matt will work with Vav and Zayin students during school hours

Wednesday, November 1
Open Studio for Teens and Adults – Learn some raps, study a short text, and write a rap

Thursday, November 2
 Guest teacher at Adult Torah Class – 10:30 a.m.
 Matt will work with Vav and Zayin students during school hours

Saturday, November 4
Matt will share a Dvar Torah and teach us after lunch

http://www.jewish-music.huji.ac.il/
http://www.jewish-music.huji.ac.il/
http://www.jewish-music.huji.ac.il/
http://libguides.stthomas.edu/c.php?g=88759&p=573695
https://researchguides.library.wisc.edu/c.php?g=178026&p=1167906
http://www.jewishrockradio.com/
http://www.jewishrockradio.com/
http://jewishweek.timesofisrael.com/shaking-up-jewish-music-with-online-radio/
http://jewishweek.timesofisrael.com/shaking-up-jewish-music-with-online-radio/
http://jewishweek.timesofisrael.com/shaking-up-jewish-music-with-online-radio/
https://jewishmusicstream.com/
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=jewish+music
https://www.oysongs.com/
http://www.jewishfolksongs.com/en/links
http://www.jewishfolksongs.com/en/links
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Community

GENERAL FUND

DONORS IN HONOR OF
Eileen & Ben Freedman Dan Kern engagement
Sandra Gaffney High Holidays
Isidor Juda Stan Juda
Kerry & Dennis Schneider Lauren Schneider wedding
Harriet & Herb Shanzer Calvin Matthew Jennings
Amy & Michael Sherr Calvin Matthew Jennings
Carole & Joel Shyavitz Calvin Matthew Jennings
Linda Trapasso Jane Goodman

DONORS IN MEMORY 
Marlene & Jason Gallant Tammy Devine
Anita & Bob Hazard Tammy Devine

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND IN 
HONOR OF LAURA HOROWITZ

Elaine & Buzz Brody   
Sue & Larry Savett   

HIGH HOLIDAY HONORS
Eileen & Ben Freedman
Ann & Marty Fabian
Marlene Gallant
Elliot & Kathy Eisenberg
Howard Schiff
Earl Prolman
Carol & Phil Levy
Ellie Schwartz
Sheryl Rich-Kern
Bill Schwartz
Leon Goldstein
Wendy & Marc Kolopsky
Anita Hazard
Gina & Bob Vega
Ida & Les Stanger
Esther & David Kosofsky
David Fox
Howard Price
Sandy & Mark Dickens
Diane Toth
Liliane Sznycer & Abner Taub

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND
Peggy Weisman for programming
Judith Palmer & Richard Glantz in honor of Benjamin Palmer
Marjorie & Stephen Bladd in honor of Benjamin Palmer

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Romer family in appreciation Early appointments available for  

Bar/Bat-Mitzvah’s or Weddings.
Offering Color, Cutting, Styling, Keritan 

Smoothing Treatments, Facials,
Face & Body Waxing and Eye Brow 

Threading.
Bring this ad to receive 10% off any 

service.

6 Mountain Laurels Dr. ~ Nashua, NH   03062  

603.888.9000 ~ www.skymeadow.com

  Sky Meadow is the perfect facility to host your Bar or Bat 

Mitzvah, Wedding, Golf outing or even a Corporate event.  You 

do not have to be a member, so please call or email for further 

information.   

 

 

 

Special events in the  
spiritual journeys  

of your family members 
 

Capture the 
moment! 

 

(603) 759-0084 
 

peter.in.peterborough@gmail.com 
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During Friday evening and Saturday morning services, 
Memorial prayers will be recited for the following:

Community

November 3 & 4    

Jacob Yezersky, grandfather of Shirley Lelchuk
Mark Ferman, husband of Nancy Ferman
Abraham Zeira, father of Eitan Zeira
Anne Devine, mother of Christopher Devine
Frank Toub, father of David Toub
Zelma Getto, mother of Leslie Getto
Caroline Kliegman, mother of Judy Wolfe
Elias Dolinsky, grandfather of Robin Golub
Caye Katzenstein, aunt of Karl Schenker
Dorothy Garber, aunt of Steven Goldstein
Sylvia R. Mirsky Sonia Barett    
Daniel Nagler  Edward Gordon Rudman    
Anna B. Goldman Marilyn Solomon    

November 10 & 11    

Louis Drillings, step father of Martin Rothberg
Rose Kozak, mother of Diane Toth
Fran Ziffer Burgio, grandmother of Barbara Lester
Martin Weitberg, father of Robin Rubin
Robert Upson, father of Rosalind Sandler
Abraham Rappaport, father of Cheryl Liebling
Alexander Bornstein, grandfather of Liliane Sznycer
Arthur D. Sandberg, father-in-law of Earl Prolman
Michael Palmer, father of Daniel Palmer
Nancy Magoon, mother of Kelly Garnick
Adele Alberts, mother of Nancy Keyslay
Bella Tresser, mother of Debra Wilner
Martha Pollack, mother of Stanley Pollack
Morris Haime, father of Steven Haime
Sam Yezersky, uncle of Shirley Lelchuk
Samuel Gorodetsky, father-in-law of Rochelle Goren
Zachary Cohen, father of Stewart Cohen
Marilyn McGinty, sister of Lynn Schenker
Charles Gordon Dora Kligerman    
Jennie Rubenstein Rabbi Harry Linfield    
Max Springer  Elizabeth Gordon    
Slava Newman  Mary Slome    
Samuel Mark Davis    

November 17 & 18    

Robert Teague, father of Sandie Leonard
Beatrice Comen, mother of Amy Sherman
Clara Loretta Mullin, mother of Claretta Malin
Morris Soifert, husband of Toby Soifert
Anna Zak Arlan, mother of Lionel Arlan
David Schneider, father of Dennis Schneider
Werner Katzenstein, uncle of Karl Schenker
William Fleming, father of Leslie Paisner
Chaim Honorow, father of Helen Honorow
Diana Goldstein, mother of Hannah Kesslen
Ed Klopfer, husband of Ricki Klopfer
Samuel Kahn, father of Laura Kahn
Ruth Baker, grandmother of Lauren Donovan
Nathan Israel Noveck Barbara A. Zabell    
Louis Kaplan  Samuel Kamensky    
Mildred (Milli) Janz George Field    

November 24 & 25    

Emil Ephraim Treitel, grandfather of Robert Treitel 
and Nancy Moore

Leo Skolnick, father of Debrah Snapper
Sanford Barron, father of Lisa Bonneau
Sarah Malin, mother of Howard Malin
Bea Durschlag, sister-in-law of Shirley Lelchuk
Lawrence Greenspan, husband of Marilyn Greenspan
Richard Leitner, great uncle of Karl Schenker
Ann Landau, mother of Esther Rosenzweig
Ron Golub, brother of Larry Golub
Harry Gordon  Theodore G. Beckhardt
Samuel Shaber  Siegmund Blassberg
Ida B. Chauncy Fannie Partner
Sarah Krentzel
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Community

Yahrzeit Donations
Renee Spero for husband, William Spero
Alvin Kates for father, Louis Kates
Eileen Kates for mother, Jean Pozanek
Denise Chazin for grandmother, Helen Stiefel
Jeff Masors for father, Isaac Masors
David Fox for uncle, Paul Zavod
Diane Lerman for husband, Michael Lerman
Sam Rosenzweig for father, Isidor Rosenzweig
Shelley Goren for sister, Madeline Kasner
Jason Gallant for father, Benjamin Gallant
Debrah Kyriax for father, Samuel Weisman
Ellen Zucker for grandfather, Philip Porter
Nancy Cantor for husband, Gerry Cantor
Terre Weisman for mother, Lois Weisman
Stephanie Flynn for parents, Adelle & Jack Fraser
Nancy Winograd for husband, Elliot D. Winograd
Steven Haime for grandmother, Ettie Sherman
Janet Smith for mother, Florence Marshall
Deb Snapper for mother, Helen Skolnick
Sandra Rosenblum for brother, Allen Soifert
Shirley Lelchuk for parents, Ann & Philip Shear, 

sister, Ruby Baum, daughter, Ruth Homer, and 
former husband, Elias Cohen

Murray Deutsch for brother, Louis Deutsch
Dan Grossman for father, John Grossman
Iris Tubin for parents, Beatrice & Abraham Tubin
Rosely Cohen for mother, Anne Linder

Employee Benefit  
Strategies, LLC

E 
S 
P

Wendy Reed Johnson
Specializing in: 
 • Individual Health Insurance 
 • Group Life, Health &:Disability 
 • Dental Plans 
 • Medicare Coverage

100 Elm Street, PO Box 3405 
 Nashua, New Hampshire 03061 

eprolman3@ft.newyorklife.com 
Bus: (603) 882-8200 • l-800-639-4215 

Bus: (603) 882-1850 • Fax: (603) 882-2910

Benefit Planning since 1962
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