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Celebrating Our Simcha with You

I don’t think I really understood the
power of life cycle
rituals until I became a congregational rabbi here at
Beth Abraham.

Rabbi Spira-Savett

When I first started seriously considering rabbinical school, I thought a lot
about the up-close work a rabbi does
with individuals or families. I imagined
rabbinic work would be like what a
doctor or a clinical psychologist does,
talking to people in my office.
Now, I have come to realize that
what makes being a rabbi different
isn’t just that I have different “medicine”, though sometimes that’s the
case. What’s really different are the
life cycle events.

I have the privilege of listening to
your reflections at some of the most
important times in your lives. When
a baby is born or a Bar or Bat Mitzvah
is coming up, you talk with me about
your family history, the important
people who shaped you, and the enduring lessons you hope your kids will
learn are learning from you.
When someone has died, I learn not
only about that person, but so often I
learn about you. What really matters
in your life, how you put things in
perspective, your views and reflections,
both positive and critical, about the
places you have lived and the community you live in now.
Often, it’s the life cycle occasions
when I see you around your extended
family. Each Bar/Bat Mitzvah brings

its own energy and flavor into the
Sanctuary for a Shabbat morning
service. Meeting your relatives, talking
to them what I have learned from you
and admired about you, is a special part
of each of those occasions.
The life cycle rituals bring out so much
wisdom and perspective. They remind
us that what happens in our lives is
not just about ourselves as individuals or immediate families, but about
the community and even the Jewish
people on a wider scale.
So Laurie and I feel honored to share
with you the next simcha in our family’s life cycle, our daughter Lela’s Bat
Mitzvah on May 27-28.
Raising all our kids in this community
(Continued on the following page …)

Where Did We All Go and How Did We End Up Like We Are?
In Temple days
the iconic Jew was
a person who made
the pilgrimage up to
and performed the
ritual sacrifices in the
President
Temple in Jerusalem. Michael Harris
There were basically
two pillars to being Jewish: Temple
sacrifices and teaching your children
the commandments. A person fulfilled
the commandment to teach his children by explanation and by example.
The Torah, which had certainly been
written down by the return from
Bavel (Babylon), was read out loud to
the people that they should know the
commandments.
We were farmers, mostly illiterate, as
was most everyone in the world, though
perhaps already at this time some of us

could read and write. (This is supported
by a find from before the exile to Bavel
at a small military outpost in Arad in
which various military communications were transmitted in written form.
It is thought that if these soldiers could
read and write, probably a significant
segment of the population could.)
In the period after the return from
the Babylonian exile, there rose up a
group of people who read, studied and
interpreted the Torah and the other
writings. This group of people gradually
formed into the movement to which
we refer as the Pharisees. They were
more interested in understanding and
interpreting the writings than in the
ritual sacrifices. They had some conflict with the Priests, who were an elite
group, wealthy and somewhat cut off
from ‘the people’. The Pharisees were
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ordinary people who liked to study and
who thought that ‘teaching the commandments diligently’ required people
to study. They established a system of
free ‘high schools’ for young people to
further their education. These ‘high
schools’ offered a curriculum of Torah
study, they did not include the subjects
taught in the Greek schools (math,
science, philosophy, etc). Eventually
they found that the ‘feeder system’ was
insufficient in so far as only the sons
of the reasonably well-to-do were well
enough educated at home to succeed
when they got to ‘high school’. To
solve this, around the year 65 of the
common era (CE), Joshua ben Gamla
ruled that there should be a universal,
compulsory primary education. This
decision, it turns out, was a fateful one
(Continued on page 6 …)

Celebrating Our Simcha with You continued…

has been a blessing for us as parents.
Having a community where we spend
every Shabbat has given Laurie and me
hours and hours over the years to talk
to people whose children are older. We
have learned a lot about parenting from
great parents.
We are grateful that so many of you
have taken an interest in our children,
talking to them and appreciating what
is unique about each of them. Having
a synagogue community gives our kids
a chance to spend time with people
of all ages, to be comfortable playing
with little kids or talking to people of
older generations.
Celebrating in community reminds
our daughter that this milestone is not
just about her, and not just about her
family. Reaching the age of mitzvot
means that her actions make a difference to the congregation, the Jewish
people, the world, and God.
It’s been wonderful to share this year
of celebration with the other families of Kitah Zayin (7th grade) – the
Goodmans, the Shermans, the Porters,
the Davidson-Gilmans, the RubinBakers, the Gaffneys, the Sharpes, the
Richmonds, and the Beckers.
Our family is looking forward to
celebrating Lela’s Bat Mitzvah with
all of you! Laurie and I hope you can
come -- for services, to sing, to share
a meal, and to dance to the music of
the Raymond Street Klezmer Band.
(An RSVP in advance is not required;
the synagogue and Kiddush are always
open to all. If you do know you can be
there, let me know or send an e-mail
to Lelabatmitzvah@yahoo.com to
help us plan.)
			

L’shalom,

			

Rabbi Jon

Harry Porter
Bar Mitzvah

Lela Spira-Savett
Bat Mitzvah

Harry Porter, son of Todd and Lisa
Porter, will be
called to the
Torah as a Bar
Mitzvah on
Saturday, May
21, Parashat
Emor.

Lela Spira-Savett, daughter of
Rabbi Jon and
Laurie, will be
called to the
Torah as a Bat
Mitzvah on
May 28, Parashat Behar.

Harry is a
seventh grader
at Hollis Brookline Middle School. He enjoys all things
about science, playing Minecraft, reading and generally likes to build things.
He can also be found taking lots of pictures of his dogs, Bosco and Ernie. He
has been attending religious school at
TBA since first grade and has enjoyed
summers at Camp Young Judaea. This
summer he can’t wait to attend URJ’s
Six Points Sci-Tech Academy.

Lela’s full
name is Elizabeth Iris, in Hebrew
Chaya Batya. She is named after
Laurie’s mother, Iris Spira z”l, Jon’s
grandmother Bess Gotlieb z”l, and
Laurie’s father’s cousin Lisl Kurtzer
z”l.

For his Mitzvah project, Harry
worked one day a week after school at
Rickety Ranch, a local farm in Hollis
that rescues farm animals. At the ranch
young volunteers help to feed and care
for the animals while learning animal
handling, barn skills and general confidence. Harry also spent time during
his winter break making dog biscuits.
He gave them out to friends and family
in return for donations as a fundraiser
for the ranch. The money will be used
to help care for the animals this Spring.
Harry is looking forward to sharing his thoughts on Jewish traditions
mentioned in Parashat Emor on May
21st! We hope you can join us!
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Lela is a seventh-grade student at
the Academy for Science and Design
in Nashua. She plays violin and
sings, and she loves to draw, particularly Zentangle which she learned
from Mrs. Spivak! Lela loves little
kids – she is always asking her parents
to help her get work as a mother’s
helper! Lela is looking forward to a
fourth summer at Camp Yavneh.
Lela’s mitzvah project is rooted in
her belief that everyone should have
access to education in the arts. She
is raising money to subsidize music
lessons for children whose families
could not otherwise afford them.
You can support her project by
buying stationery she is designing
or sending a contribution, c/o the
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund.

Services and Community

May Service
Schedule

Services are held every Friday
evening at 8:00 PM (unless otherwise
noted), Saturday at 9:30 AM and
Monday –Thursday at 7:30 PM.

SPECIAL EVENT SERVICES
May 6 & 7
Shabbaton with Rabbinical
Student, Sam Blustin
Friday Services at 8 PM
Saturday, 9:30 AM, followed by
Lunch & Learn
May 13
Dalet/Hai Service 7PM
Simcha Club
May 14
Luncheon in honor of
Shari & Steve Zedeck
May 20 & 21
Harry Porter Bar Mitzvah
May 27 & 28
Lela Spira-Savett Bat Mitzvah
Oneg, Kiddush &
Flower Sponsors
May 7
Sisterhood & Lifelong Learning
Committee for Shabbaton
Jan & Perry Silver in honor of
son, Scott’s upcoming marriage to
Lauren Howard and
Richard Cohen & Carol Mann
Cohen in honor of naming of
their granddaughter
May 20 & 21
Lisa & Todd Porter in honor of
Harry’s Bar Mitzvah

Community News

Condolences to:
• Harriet Shanzer on the loss of
her beloved mother, Louise Hallet
• Maryellen Rothenberg on the
loss of her beloved father, Robert Ginsberg
• The family & friends of
Donna Malkin on her untimely
passing
Mazel Tov to:
• Len & Deb Waldman on the
birth of their grandson, Benjamin
August Waldman
To all those people in our community
who are ill we wish you a complete
& speedy recovery
The Families, Students and
Faculty
of Temple Beth Abraham
Religious School
Invite you to join us for the
Dalet / Hai Class Shabbat
on Friday evening,
May 13, at 7:00 PM
Students will participate in leading services as well as teaching
something special that they have
learned this year.
We hope you will help us celebrate
Shabbat and join us for Oneg following services.

Interested in
Chanting Torah or
Haftarah?

Contact Stan Juda (888-8731) to
select a Haftarah, or Rabbi Jon for
a Torah reading assignment.

May 27 & 28
Rabbi Jon & Laurie Spira-Savett
in honor of Lela’s Bat Mitzvah
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Rabbi Liaison
Committee

This committee meets three to four
times per year to provide a forum for
discussions between the rabbi and a
representative group of congregants.
If you have an issue relating to
the rabbi that you aren’t able to
resolve directly, you can contact
one of the committee members.
Marsha Feder, chair
marshafeder@gmail.com
Jane Goodman
janegoodman4@gmail.com
Louis Haskell
louishaskell@hotmail.com
Larry Rubin
litlrube@gmail.com
Nancy Dorner
nedorner@yahoo.com

President’s Message
Where… continued …

However, before Joshua ben Gamla’s
ruling could be implemented, turmoil
descended on the land. The Temple
was destroyed in the year 70 of the CE.
The Jews of Alexandria (and elsewhere)
rose up against Rome in 115 CE and
the Jews in Israel rose up again in the
year 135 CE. Once the Temple was
destroyed, the cult of the priesthood
basically disappeared.
At the time of Gamla’s ruling on
compulsory primary education, the
Jewish population in the world (~5.5
million) was roughly equally divided
between Israel and Persia/Babylon
with a large north African contingent.
This represented about 10% of the
total population of the portion of the
world Jews inhabited (the Middle
East, Europe, North Africa). After the
various wars and uprisings, in the 200
years that followed Gamla’s ruling the
Jewish population had decreased to
~3.3 million, representing only 5.3%
of total population.
The Pharisees remained and became
the Rabbis. In around the year 200 CE,
Yehuda haNasi began to implement the
Gamla ruling and instituted compulsory primary education. Schools were
built, which also had places for reading
the Torah and for prayer. These edifices
were frequently the major community
institution and served multiple community purposes in addition to providing education for boys from age 6 or 7.
As these institutions (beitei Knesset or
synagogues) took hold across the Jewish
world, primarily in greater Israel and
the cities of present day Iran and Iraq,
the people became literate. Still farmers,
but literate farmers.
For the large part of the population,
primarily subsistence farmers or farm
laborers, the requirement to send the
boys to school represented an economic
hardship. Instead of contributing eco-

nomically they became an economic
burden. For boys who struggled with
the learning it would go on longer and
the burden increased.
Enforcement of the compulsory
primary education requirement was
primarily social e.g. shaming and ostracism. Here is an example from the
Babylonian Talmud: Pesachim 47, 72:
‘Who is am ha-aretz? He who cannot
read the prayers…others say that even if
he can read and is not a scholar (talmid
hacham), then he is illiterate. R. Huna
said: he who maries his daughter to
an illiterate it is like he sent her to the
lions…A man should sell all his possessions and marry a scholar’s daughter…
but not an illiterate’s daughter, for they
are detested and about their daughters
he says: ‘Damned he is who makes
bestial intercourse.”
Pretty strong stuff.
At this time, early Christianity was
growing, primarily among the Jewish
population. In the early years the various versions of Christianity were seen as
various Jewish sects, among the other
Jewish sects. People could choose to be
Christian and still follow most of the
Jewish laws but not be required to send
their boys to school and avoid being
embarrassed by the better educated as
amei ha’aretz (ignorant peasants). There
was a steady increase in the Christian
population along with a corresponding
decline in the Jewish population. Once
Christianity was no longer outlawed
in the Roman empire (~325 CE), the
Jewish population of North Africa and
Israel basically disappeared, replaced
by Christian communities. There was
a similar trend in Mesopotamia and
Persia but less pronounced. There
was basically no economic advantage
for a farming population to be literate
or to send their boys to school. Many
chose not to.
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By the advent of Islam, ~650 CE, the
Jewish population had declined to ~1.2
million, representing only 2.3% of total
population. We were still farmers, but
literate farmers.
The rise of Islam changed the world
for the Jews. Great urban centers arose,
centers of learning, trade, industry and
science. All of a sudden literacy became
valuable. The Jews were literate. Within
two hundred years, the Jewish population went from 95% agrarian to 95%
urban. Jewish primary schools began
teaching math and science in addition
to Torah. Non-Jews attended as well.
Jews became merchants, money lenders, skilled craftsmen, doctors, lawyers,
scholars and basically all the professions
associated with Jews thereafter even
unto our time. Jewish contract law
enabled long distance trade. Jewish
courts enforced contracts. For over a
thousand years, the bulk (~95%) of
the world’s population would remain
illiterate and agrarian while the Jews
were urban. A powerful force of selection operated on the Jewish population
favoring successful learners. After the
transition to urban trades and professions there was a big economic payback
for the time spent educating the young.
This lead to a stabilization and even a
growth of the Jewish population. It also
led to our dispersion far and wide. Not
being tied to the land, we could carry
our education with us and set up shop
wherever there was opportunity.
So here we are.
			

שלום וברכה

			

Michael Harris

Community and Organizations

BABKA NEWS
The next meeting of BABKA will
May 4 when we discuss Lillian
Schlissel’s Women’s Diaries of the
Westward Journey.
Looking ahead is the June 1 meeting. The June discussion will be
of Helene Wecker’s The Golem and
the Jinni.
On June 29 please join us at our
annual Planning Meeting. At this
time, next year’s books will be chosen

Do You Shop at
Hannaford?

$25, $50 and $100 gift cards are
available for purchase in the Temple
office. Hannaford pays Temple
Beth Abraham 5% of sales just for
selling the cards. It is an easy way to
help the Temple raise some much
needed funds while doing your
everyday shopping.

Simcha Club

Children whose birthdays occur in
the month of May will be honored
at services on Friday, May 13 at 7
PM. This is also the Dalet/Hai Class
Service. A special birthday dessert will
be served to the children at the Oneg
following services. We ask the parents
(or grandparents) to send a donation of
$9.00 per child to help defray the cost
of refreshments. Please make checks
payable to TBA Sisterhood and send
or drop them off at the Temple office
(mark the envelope “Simcha Club”).
Be sure to include the names and birth
dates of your children.
We look forward to seeing the families
of the following children:
Alexander Scharf-Thibeault, Negev
Moon, Jake Davidson, Harry Porter,
Maya Chasin, Raviv Young, Nathan
Lee, and Nathan Wolff

and the meeting schedule set. Please
bring the titles of two books of your
choice for consideration that evening.
As always, please join the minyan
at 7:30pm if possible.
			
			
			

L’Shalom,
Nancy Dorner,
Facilitator

Do you shop on
Amazon.com?

If you access Amazon by clicking
the Amazon link at the bottom
right of the www.tbanashua.org
web site, Amazon will pay TBA an
affiliate fee based on a percentage
of your purchase for referring you.
It doesn’t cost you anything extra.

Southern NH Jewish Men’s Club
On Sunday morning, May 8th tions. Would you like to join the
2016 at 9:30 AM, The Southern board? If so, please speak with our
New Hampshire Jewish Men’s Club president, Mark Dickens, for more
(www.snhjmc.com) will present information. Please note: This event
Shawn MacFazden, the Conser- is open to adult men who are seeking
vation Officer for NH Fish And greater social connection within the
Game that covers Nashua. Mr. Jewish community. Also, memberMacfazden’s presentation will take ship or affiliation to a synagogue is
place at Temple Beth Abraham in unnecessary to join the Southern
Nashua located on Raymond Street. New Hampshire Jewish Men’s Club,
The conservation officer will be dis- which has no official affiliation with
cussing an overview of what Fish & any NH synagogue.
Game does for the State of NH. Of
course, our wonderful kitchen staff
will prepare and provide our famous
bagels, lox and cream cheese breakfast complete with scrambled eggs
and hash browns.
And what break e
 dis
fast is complete


n
a
 h
 ly
without a fresh cup
 erc dai
m


of hot coffee? The
 ving
w

e

i
n
r
r
breakfast is $10
a
for non-members
and $5 for paid
 

up club members.

Our Annual Meet 
ing for the men’s

club concludes our

breakfast and pre  
sentation, which
 
includes board and

officer nomina7

Fundraising

Volunteers – See you Tuesday (5/10) and/or Wednesday (5/11) at our
semi-annual sale. Remember, sale proceeds help support local area
charitable agencies in need! Your volunteering is critical! THANKS!!!

DROP-OFF and SET-UP: TUESDAY, May 10, 9am – 4pm

If the Synagogue doors are not yet open, please drop-off donations at the rear of the Social Hall.

SALE DAY: WEDNESDAY, May 11, 9am – 3pm
PACK UP: WEDNESDAY, May 11, 3 - 5pm

Spring/Summer attire (gently used)
Outerwear
Shoes
Accessories
Jewelry
Housewares
Bed and Bath Items
Small Appliances and Electronics
Sporting Equipment
Baby and Child items
Art and Books
Games and Toys
8

1. Donate merchandise
2. Volunteer
Have fun, see old and
meet new friends, and
enjoy a delicious lunch.
Call:
Ricki Klopfer 465-7654
Email: RickiK4@aol.com

Education and Programming

Coming Events and Programming

Brought to You by the Lifelong Learning Committee
Sunday, May 1 – Yom HaShoah Observance at Rivier University’s Dion Center 7:00 PM
Marty Weiss, a Holocaust survivor, longtime volunteer with the U.S. Holocaust
Museum, and father of congregant Jeff Weiss, is our featured speaker. Rivier University is
co-sponsoring the event. (See details elsewhere in Bulletin.)
Saturday, May 7 – Shabbaton with Sam Blustin, Rabbinical Student
Join us for Shabbat services and Sam’s d’var torah, as well as continued discussion after luncheon.
Re-scheduled from February. (See details elsewhere in Bulletin.)
Ongoing:
Torah Study with Rabbi Jon
Thursdays from 10:30 AM to Noon. Come once or many times.
Avodah She-Balev (Service in the Heart): Meditation with Laura Hegfield
Wednesdays, May 4 and 18 9:30-10:30 AM
Rabbijon.net and @TBARav
Teachings on the weekly Torah reading and current events through a Jewish lens, podcasts and
music.
Rabbi Jon’s high holy day sermons are posted.
Coming Soon!
Saturday, June 4 – Lunch and Learn
Sunday, June 5 – Our Annual Shalom Israel Festival
Have Ideas? Want to Help? Join Our Committee!
Contact Jeff Masors at lifelonglearning@tbanashua.org
Contribute to the Elizabeth Fischer Memorial Fund to support
Temple Beth Abraham’s ongoing scholarly and cultural special programming.
To sponsor a specific speaker or the food for an event, contact the office or Rabbi Jon.

Names of High School & College Graduates Wanted
We will be listing the names of all our high school and college graduates (including advanced degrees) in
the June bulletin. If your child (or grandchild) will be graduating this year, please notify the Temple office
by May 13. For high school graduates, we would like to know your child’s name, the school they are graduating from and the college they will be attending. For college graduates, please let us know the college they
are graduating from and the degree he/she will be receiving.
9

Education and Programming

Rescheduled Shabbaton with
Rabbinical Student Sam Blustein
May 7

Sam Blustin, a rabbinical student
at the Jewish
Theological
Seminary in
New York
City, will
join us for
Shabbat on
May 7. Come for services and lunch
and see how our donations to Sisterhood Torah Fund support the future
rabbis of the conservative movement.
Sam will address the congregation
during services with his D’Var Torah
on “The Power of Midrash in Difficult
Stories,” focusing on how rabbis use
the story of Cain and Abel to deal
with difficult texts and relationships
in the Torah.

After services, plan to stay for
a “Lunch and Learn,” where Sam
will discuss how to read Torah as a
personal narrative that has individual
meaning, through the context of a
few of the more challenging stories
surrounding family life in the Bible.
This is a delicious, informative and
fun Shabbat celebration. We welcome
the entire community for this event.

Are you moving or has
your contact information
(email, address, phone, etc.)
changed? Don’t forget to
update your information on
the www.tbanashua.org web
site, or notify the office so we
can keep your information
current. Let us know your
Winter/Summer address if
you have one!

Join Us For a Community Friday Night Dinner
Share a delicious Shabbat dinner with Torah Fund guest
JTS Rabbinical student Sam Blustein
The dinner will be catered by Andrew of Brookline
Come eat, socialize and daven starting at 6 PM on Friday night May 6
Cost is $35/adult, $20/child
RSVP by May 1 online at http://www.tbanashua.org/ or to the
Temple office (603-883-8184).

Thank you!
On behalf of the Religious School
and the School Committee, we
would like to thank all those who
participated in this year’s Mishlo’ah
Manot fundraiser. We exceeded our
goal this year, and this money will go
towards many of the terrific programs
that are run by the Religious School.

is our largest fundraiser of the year
and we couldn’t
have been as successful as we were
without the contributions from
many places.

There are always many hands that
make a fundraiser successful, from
those creating the baskets, those
assembling several hundred baskets,
the drivers who delivered all those
baskets, the one who created the
routes and all of the people behind
the scenes that made it happen. This

So thank you
again and if you
weren’t able to
be involved this
time, there’s always next year!
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Early appointments available for
Bar/Bat-Mitzvah’s or Weddings.
Offering Color, Cutting, Styling, Keritan
Smoothing Treatments, Facials,
Face & Body Waxing, Eye Brow
Threading, Pedicures and Manicures.
Bring this ad to receive 10% off any
service.

Opinions

Something to Think About
This column is
short. I want you
to read a book. You
can find it in the
synagogue library,
or you can order it
at Amazon.com

Elaine Brody

Sugar - A Tale of Motherhood and
Medicine is a book written by Raissa
Hacohen, daughter of Stephanie
and Michael Rosenblum. It is
Raissa’s reflections, practically her
diary, of the first two years of her life
as a mother. This is a story chroni-

cling love, hope, dispair, strength,
joy, anger, frustration, and more as
Raissa and her family navigate the
complex path of loving and advocating for a newborn with serious
medical complications.
I alternately wept, smiled, frowned,
and cheered as I read this book. If
you are the parent or grandparent
of children without special needs,
pause and think how fortunate you
are. Consider reaching out to someone with a medically fragile child
to help with some of the mundane

tasks of daily life that can overwhelm
a family. If you have children with
special needs in your family, know
there are people in our synagogue
community who can help with everyday tasks and, most importantly,
know that your experiences and
emotions are validated through the
words Raissa has written.
It is, as always, something to think
about.				
			
L’hitraot,
			

Elaine

AN OPEN LETTER TO THE TEMPLE BETH ABRAHAM
COMMUNITY

It is with appreciation and gratitude
that Bruce and I reflect on our many

years of membership at Temple Beth
Abraham. We moved to Bristol, NH
last June. We now realize, as we age, that
regular attendance at TBA is not realistic.
The reason for this letter is to express
our feelings and thoughts regarding our
long association which began when our
children, Sarah and Andrew, were about
6 years old. They are now 31 years old.
Twenty-five years brings many changes
and milestones for any family and ours
is no exception.
Being a Manchester, NH native (yes,
they do exist), it would have been natural
for Bruce and I to go back to “my roots.”
However, we wanted to take a fresh look
at the synagogues that were available to us
as we raised our family in Londonderry.
We choose TBA after speaking with
Noreen Liebson, then the school director,
and attending a Saturday Shabbat service
led by then Rabbi Finkel. Perhaps it was
B’shert that two of the first congregants
to welcome us were then President Elaine
Brody and past President Howard Malin,
both of whom have twins. As many of you
know, our children, Sarah and Andrew,
are twins.

Thus began a wonderful relationship.
Without question, the people of TBA
helped raise our children (of whom we are
very proud) and assisted Bruce and me in
our development and growth both as Jews
and human beings. I think the reason
we can say this is that we took advantage
of what TBA offered and hopefully
contributed along the way as well. Since
both Bruce and I had careers, as so many
families do today, our time was limited;
but we were committed to participating
in the life of the Temple. The importance
of family and community drove our commitment. Our purpose is not to delineate
what our family contributed, but to thank
the community for the blessings we all
gained by doing so.

We leave TBA at a time of change and
transition. Thus is the way of life. There
are different challenges today in raising
children and decisions each family must
make in determining the place and meaning theTemple will have for them. We wish
Rabbi Jon and all who make TBA such
a special community continued success
as you move forward. Bruce and I say
farewell (not goodbye) and leave with a
sincere “thank you” for all that Temple
Beth Abraham and its people have meant,
and will continue to mean to us.
With appreciation and gratitude,
Nancy and Bruce Dorner
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Community

Yom HaShoah Observance at
Rivier University in Nashua
Sunday, May 1 at 7:00 PM
Dion Center Reception Room on Clement Street, Nashua
Featured speaker:
Due to Marty Weiss’ health issues, he will be unable to join us for the Yom
HaShoah program.
Holocaust survivor Fred Feldman has graciously offered to step in for
Marty as our featured guest speaker.
A question-and-answer session and a candle-lighting ceremony memorializing the victims of the Holocaust will follow the presentation.
The program is free and open to the public.
For more information, contact Sheryl Rich-Kern at 603-881-7264, or
email at sherylrichkern@gmail.com.

Special events in the
spiritual journeys
of your family members
Capture the
moment!

(603) 759-0084
peter.in.peterborough@gmail.com

Celebrate a Simcha
Purchase a Leaf on our Tree of Life



• Bar and Bat Mitzvahs • Births • Graduations • Weddings •
Anniversaries • Honors
• Special Birthdays • Best Wishes & Congratulations


     
   

  



The cost to purchase a leaf is $225.
Leaves may be inscribed in English, Hebrew or both.
For more information, or to purchase a leaf, please
call 883-8184 or office@tba.mv.com
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Your
Jewish
Your
Jewish
(Internet)Connection
Connection!

Brought to you by the Lifelong Learning Committee – Written by Linda S Trapasso

May Is JAHM Time!

May is JAHM time – time for Jewish American Heritage Month! According to Wikipedia, JAHM was
inaugurated by President George W. Bush in 2006 for the full month of May. Jewish American Heritage
Month recognizes and celebrates Jewish American achievements in and contributions to the United States
of America. Each year since 2006, the President has issued a proclamation announcing JAHM. You can
read proclamations for 2010 to 2015 at the National Museum of American Jewish History. To read the 2016
proclamation, check the Proclamations page at the White House web site.
If you’re wondering how JAHM came to be, check the American Jewish Archives
for a brief history
If you’re wondering how to celebrate or what to do, start with this list at Reform
Judaism. There are ideas for reading, listening, watching, cooking, and more. The suggestions are all ways to learn more about the Jewish American experience.
If you’re wondering why you may not have heard of JAHM, you’re in good company.
The Forward published an article last year indicating that many Americans, including
Jews, are not aware of it. Read the article to understand JAHM’s history since 2006 and why, as Jews, we
need to make all people aware of Jewish American contributions to the USA.
The Jewish Heritage Month website has a list of audio and video items about
the Jewish American experience. There is also a list of events for May on the
main page.
Did you know that there are Jewish places on the National Register of Historic
Places? Review the highlighted list for JAHM on the National Park Service website for places in New England and beyond.
Though not directly associated with JAHM, the Jewish Women’s Archive contains information on Jewish American women as well as those from elsewhere.
You can find profiles, various collections and programs (including podcasts), as
well as instructions on how to capture oral history.
Lastly, JAHM has its own website, listing events and resources. One page of interest is 50 States/50 Stories. It turns out that New Hampshire is not yet represented here. Put on your thinking cap and write about
a Jewish American from New Hampshire who made a difference in our state. You can then submit it to
JAHM for consideration. Good luck and don’t forget to celebrate!

2016 Fundraising Campaign
Our 2016 Fundraising campaign is underway. Please help keep TBA vibrant, to keep
our Jewish community prosperous now and for future generations. You can mail your
donation to the office or donate online on the www.tbanashua.org web site. Thank you
for your support.
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May 20 & 21
During Friday evening and Saturday morning services,
Memorial prayers will be recited for the following:
May 6 & 7
Bernard Toth, husband of Diane Toth
Lena Weisman, sister of Robert Weisman
Ben Gotlieb, great-grandfather of
Rabbi Jonathan Spira-Savett
Harry Sack, grandfather of Barry Sack
Joel Deifik, brother of David Deifik
Lillian Lappe, grandmother of Tal Dagan
Maida Sproul, mother of Nancy Cantor
Louis Ellenson, father of Sandra McCurdy
George Hayden, father of Claretta Malin
Tobias Schnitzer, grandfather of Liliane Sznycer
Alton McCormick, father of Sharon Spivak
Clarice Schoenberger, mother of Kerry Schneider
Ida Kosofsky, mother of David R. Kosofsky
Murray B. Alter
Edward Blumenthal
Leah Goodman
Gertrude A. Sandberg
Louis Folsom		
Maria Shpirt
Ann Sunstein		
Dr. Abbott Winograd
May 13 & 14
David Arthur Goldberg, father of Sandee Goldberg
Judith Gorelick, first wife of Donald Gorelick
Frances Banner, mother of Stanley Banner
Howard Katz, brother-in-law of Judy Goldstein
Richard Dorner, father of Bruce Dorner
Russell Sproul, father of Nancy Cantor
Jackson Pastor, brother-in-law of Selma Pastor
Irvin Harry Nichols, father of Suzanne Maine
Louis Rudnick, grandfather of Janis Silver
Frances Brody, mother of David Brody
Lisa Pollack, daughter of Stanley Pollack
Israel Smith, grandfather of Noreen Leibson
Pinhas Solomon, uncle of Zahava Salomon
Louis Brownfield, grandfather of Larry Golub
Joseph Freedman, husband of Henrietta Freedman &
father of Ben Freedman
Etta Tanzer		
Morris Finkel
Harold Silverstein
Morris Weisberg
Elizabeth Fischer
Charles Brown
Ida Kaufman		
Hyman J. Sharpe
Esther Finkel

Sam Borer, father of Lynda Levine
Jerry Rich, father of Sheryl Rich-Kern
Max Greenspan, father-in-law of Marilyn Greenspan
Dr. Richard J. Kern, husband of Sheryl Rich-Kern
Henry Gilbert, father of Daniel Monfried
Mark Green, brother of David Green
William Barry, father of William Barry
Michelle Fagin, mother of Robert Goldstein
Faith Spena, step-sister of Cindy Burrows
Edith K. Silber, mother-in-law of Dorothy Silber
Herman Zimmerman, father of Amy Manheim
Naomi Shpindler, mother of Moshe Shpindler
Jack Furman, father of Robin Golub
Rosalind Lipson, mother of Debbie Grass
Jacques Sznycer, father of Liliane Sznycer
Hannah Rebecca Resnick
Bessie Blume		
Eva Bruckman
Mack Helfman		
Ezekiel Simon
Yechiel Landesman
Morris LIffman
Jacob J. Rothenberg David Dickerman
Max Blakenberg
May 27 & 28
Gisela Gutman Lederfajn, grandmother of Shari Zedeck
Edythe Kendall, sister of Samuel Tobias
Irving Schwartz, grandfather of Donald Gorelick
Esther Grollman, mother of Ira Grollman
Samuel M. Poskanzer, father of Elaine Brody
Sophie Gordon, mother of Lillian Kessler
Bernard Yellin, father of Michael Yellin
Hyman Farber, father of Sandra Gaffney
Ewald Kimmel, father of Beth Watterson
Dorothy Osner Snapper, mother of Lewis Snapper
William Marcoux, father of Nancy Ferman
Abraham H. Rudman Ida V. Weisman
Samuel Blume		
Claire R. Garden
Marion Ruth Cohen David Lipschitz
Alvin Marshall		
Samuel Berzets
Mendel Partner
Beverly Smith

90
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Yahrzeit Donations

We Gratefully Acknowledge
Your Contributions
General Fund

Donors	

In Honor of

Donors	

In Memory of

Carol & Phil Levy
Rich Shapiro
Eileen & Ben Freedman
Eileen & Ben Freedman
Eileen & Ben Freedman
Carol Kaplan
Carol Kaplan
Eileen & Mike Morin
Rich Shapiro
Amy & Michael Sherr
Carole & Joel Shyavitz
Carole & Joel Shyavitz
Esther & Sam Rosenzweig

Marilyn Greenspan for mother, Gertrude Silverman
Randy Cohen for grandmother, Ida Cohen
Marlene Gallant for mother, Dolores Keller
Elliot Eisenberg for mother, Luba Eisenberg
Alan Green for parents, Shirley & Ira Green
Abner Taub for grandmother, Lena Farrer
Helen Feder for father, William Kadushin
Leila Kupper for husband, Alan Kupper
Richard Osofsky for father, Joseph Osofsky
Michael Rosenblum for father, Sidney Rosenblum
Don Gorelick for father, Sam Gorelick
Harriet Lifshutz for mother, Selma Stein
Rich Shapiro for mother, Rosalyn Shapiro
Sandra & Brenda Price for father, Benjamin Price
Steven Haime for uncle, Daniel Sherman
Shelley Goren for parents, Ruth &Bernard Paris
Debbie Grass for father, Irving Lipson
Colleen Lillstrang for husband, Ray Lillstrang
Alan Ferman for mother, Phyllis Ferman
Carol Kaplan for husband, Jerry Kaplan &
mother-in-law, Rose Kaplan
Liliane Sznycer for grandmother, Chanka Schnitzer
David Fox, for father, Leonard Fox
Robert Weisman for brother, Philip Weisman

Mr. Marty Weiss
Noreen Leibson

Donna Malkin
Roz Price
Barbara Corman
Donna Malkin
Murray Ehrlich
Donna Malkin
Murray Ehrlich
Louise Hallet
Louise Hallet
Irving Jacobson
Louise Hallet

Elizabeth Fischer Fund
Donors	

Kathy & Elliot Eisenberg

In Memory of
Louise Hallet

Memorial Plaque Fund

Jeff Kamenske

for father, Steven Kamensky

Marilyn Greenspan

in appreciation

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

6 Mountain Laurels Dr. ~ Nashua, NH 03062
603.888.9000 ~ www.skymeadow.com
Sky Meadow is the perfect facility to host your Bar or Bat
Mitzvah, Wedding, Golf outing or even a Corporate event. You
do not have to be a member, so please call or email for further
information.
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