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Mark Your Calendar!
Temple Beth Abraham Religious School Annual Fundraiser

Starry, Starry Night
Evening, 7
y
a

pm
10

Satur
d

A Dance Workshop and Party for the Whole Family

Nov. 21,
2015

LET’S DANCE ...TO KLEZMER!
• featuring •

Internationally acclaimed dancer and teacher

Steve Weintraub , the “Pied Piper of Yiddish Dance”
and a Live Band from the New England Conservatory

Temple Beth Abraham is excited to welcome Steve Weintraub,
a traditional and contemporary Jewish dancer and choreographer.
Weintraub was born and raised in New York City and learned
to dance under the tutelage of Alvin Ailey and Erick Hawkins.

Avodah Shebalev
9:30AM

No School –
Exec Meeting
6:30PM

CROP Walk 12:00PM

Thanksgiving Weekend

No School

29 (17 Kislev)

Gan Katan 10:00AM

SNHJMC & TBA
Breakfast w/Steve
Weintraub 9:30AM

22 (10 Kislev)

Caring for Our
Parents - Care
Facilities 4:00PM

Hai Class Gathering &
Bar Mitzvah
Orientation 10:30AM

15 (3 Kislev)

speaks on “Is the 2
State Solution
Dead” 10:00AM

Bernard Avishai

Gan Katan 10:00AM
Men's Club
Hike(O/S) 10:00AM

8 (26 Cheshvan)

30 (18 Kislev)

23 (11 Kislev)

School Committee
6:30PM

16 (4 Kislev)

24 (12 Kislev)

Full Board
Meeting 6:30PM

17 (5 Kislev)

Mitkadem Family Day
4:00PM

Mitkadem Family Day
4:00PM

Ritual Committee
8:00PM

10 (28 Cheshvan)

9 (27 Cheshvan)

Election Day

6:00PM

Finance Committee

25 (13 Kislev)

Lifelong Learning
8:00PM

Avodah Shebalev
9:30 AM

18 (6 Kislev)

11 (29 Cheshvan)

BABKA 8:00PM

4 (22 Cheshvan)

Sisterhood Yoga
Class 10AM

3 (21 Cheshvan)

Wednesday

Monday

2 (20 Cheshvan)

Tuesday

1 (19 Cheshvan)

Sunday

Office Closed
No School

Thanksgiving

26 (14 Kislev)

Yom Tarbut Day of
the Arts 3:45PM

Torah Study 10:30AM

19 (7 Kislev)

Faculty Meeting 6:30PM

Torah Study 10:30AM

Rosh Chodesh Kislev

12 (30 Cheshvan)

Torah Study 10:30AM

5 (23 Cheshvan)

Thursday

November 2015

CL: 4:05

CL: 4:00

Friday Evening
Services 8:00PM

Thanksgiving Weekend

CL: 3:56

Office Closed -

27 (15 Kislev)

Friday Evening
Services 8:00PM

20 (8 Kislev)

Gimel-Hai Family
Dinner 5:30PM
Friday Evening
Services 7:00PM
Simcha Club

Rosh Chodesh Kislev

13 (1 Kislev)

Friday Evening
Services 8:00PM
Joel Goodman
Bar Mitzvah

Friday

Toldot

Vayetzei

Shabbat Morning
Services 9:30AM

Vayishlach

28 (16 Kislev)

Starry, Starry Night
7:00PM

Shabbat Morning
Services 9:30AM
Jr. Cong/Shabbat
Sh’leyma 10:00AM

21 (9 Kislev)

Zayin Choreography
12:30PM
Symphony Night
6:00PM

Shabbat Morning
Services 9:30AM

14 (2 Kislev)

Jr. Cong/Shabbat
Sh’leyma 10:00AM

Shabbat Morning
Services 9:30AM

Joel Goodman
Bar Mitzvah

Chayei Sara

Saturday

6 (24 Cheshvan) CL: 4:13 7 (25 Cheshvan)
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Difficult Times in Israel

Our special month
of Tishrei, the beginning of the new
Jewish year, was
marred by a wave
of terrorist violence
in Israel which has Rabbi Spira-Savett
not ended. Israelis have been killed
and injured, in attacks by knives and
bullets, in Jerusalem and all over the
country. The most horrendous was
the murder of Eitam and Naama
Henkin z”l in front of their children
during Sukkot.
When times are difficult in Israel,
one of the most basic but important
things we can do is to look after the
people we know who are there. Our
community has children who have
made aliyah and live in Israel, or who

are studying there for the year. We
have many members with family in
Israel, and many friendships. Even if
you aren’t in close touch usually, reach
out – an old-fashioned letter or phone
call, an e-mail or Facebook message.
My Israeli family and friends generally tell me during times of violence
or war that they are going about their
lives and doing fine. But the support
is appreciated and it is also good for
us, on this side of the ocean, to make
ourselves more personally connected.
As members of a small Jewish community, we are the ones with responsibility for explaining what happens in
Israel to people around us who know
very little about the Middle East. Like
Israelis themselves, each of us may
not agree with some or most of the

policies and actions of a given Israeli
government. But even so, we can and
need to rebut some of the lies that are
used to excuse or apologize for terror
against Israeli civilians.
First of all, no explanation of injustices in Palestinian life can excuse the
murder of Israelis going about their
daily lives. It is hard to believe that
we have to even say this. One of the
most disappointing aspects of Palestinian society is the unwillingness of
their political, religious, and cultural
leaders to condemn such violence.
The current violence was sparked
by Palestinian accusations that
Israel is getting ready for a change
on the Temple Mount in Jerusalem,
where two of the holiest shrines in
(Continued on the following page …)

Anti-Semitism in Our Day

Prompted by a
program hosted
this month at Rivier University here
in Nashua, I have
been troubled by
President
the potential for Michael Harris
the re-emergence of
anti-Semitism in our time. It is an
anti-Semitism cloaked in a veneer of
anti-Zionism. It is sometimes easier
to recognize than other times. For
sure the circumstances confronting
the Israelis and the Palestinians are
fraught with difficulties and for sure
there is plenty of criticism to go around
regarding how various situations are
handled.
One may be for or against settlement building by Israelis in the
historic Jewish homelands of Judea
and Samaria, areas that today are

home to Palestinian people. One can
surely understand the point that the
expropriation of land in those areas
is making it harder to imagine the
establishment of a Palestinian state
in the portion of the West Bank of
the Jordan River that was occupied
by Jordan after the 1948 war.
One can surely empathize with the
refugees that left or were driven out
of the portions of the previous British Mandate of Palestine designated
as a homeland for the Jewish People
by the United Nations partition.
This when the nascent state of Israel
was attacked by the armies of the
neighboring countries who did not
accept the idea of partitioning the
mandate. There is also the separation wall that was built. There is the
untreated sewage. Lots of subjects
for legitimate criticism. None of
3

that would qualify as anti-Semitism
in my mind.
So what gives me the feeling that
some of the anti-Zionism is a thinly
disguised anti-Semitism? One is a
pattern of excessive or exclusive focus on Israel. Let’s take the issue of
refugees. It’s terrible when people are
displaced. There were about 700,000
Palestinian refugees in 1948. (The
term “Palestine refugee”, originally
included both Arabs and Jews whose
normal place of residence was in
Mandatory Palestine but were displaced and lost their livelihoods as
a result of the 1948 Palestine war.)
There were also refugees due to the
partition of India, about 14 million.
Today there are 60 million refugees
the world over. Four million so far
from Syria alone. We could look at

(Continued on the following page …)

Difficult Times in Israel continued…

all Islam are located. Even during
the euphoria after the Six-Day War
in 1967, Israel made a number of
decisions that still stand. On the
platform where the ancient Jewish
Temples once stood, the Israeli flag
was taken down. The administration of that area, where the al-Aqsa
mosque and the Dome of the Rock
stand, was left in the hands of the
Waqf, a Muslim body tied to the
Kingdom of Jordan.
Jews are not allowed to pray
anywhere on the mount, but only
below by the Kotel (Western Wall)
and the other walls that surround
the Temple Mount. This guarantee
of religious access for Muslims and
self-limitation of Jewish freedom
there is remarkable, against the history of conflicts involving religion
throughout the world.
Over the years, Palestinian leaders
have yet to acknowledge publicly
any of their nation’s responsibility
for the conflict. Zionist and Israeli
leaders accepted the partition the

land into Jewish and Arab states in
1937, 1947, and 2000, while Palestinian leaders said no each time.
Israel’s War of Independence has
been described by President Abbas
repeatedly as a war of ethnic cleansing initiated by Israel, ignoring the
Palestinian militias and seven Arab
armies that attacked the Jews at
the time.

Tel Aviv.’ And there are other days
when I wake up and it’s a right-wing,
Shamir morning. I say to myself:
‘Are you crazy? Look at what’s happening in the Middle East! Look
at our borders!’” Halevi says, “the
left-right schism is no longer the
dividing line between rival camps;
it is the fault line that runs straight
through each and every one of us.”

We have to fight back against these
kinds of lies told about Israel. Especially in a time of Jewish mourning, and even for those of us who
feel the Israeli government is not
doing enough to disentangle Israel
from the lives of Palestinians in the
West Bank.

I think Halevi’s point is the key to
being honest, ethically grounded,
and effective when we talk with
people who know little about Israel.
May our brothers and sisters, and
everyone who shares the Land of
Israel, know safety and peace.

A couple weeks ago, Israeli journalist Yossi Klein Halevi described what
it is like to be an Israeli centrist.
“There are mornings when I wake
up and it’s a left-wing morning.
And I say to myself, ‘All we have
to do is to just get out! We have a
fence, and we’ll manage somehow
with the missiles that will land on

			
			

L’Shalom		
Rabbi Jon

Thank you to the
Monfried family for the
donation of beautiful fall
plants and decorations
in the gallery and by the
front walkway.

Anti-Semitism in Our Day continued…

the partition wall that Israel built
and the travel restrictions that were
imposed on residents of the West
Bank. It is hard to remember today
that one could freely travel between
areas in the West Bank and pre-1967
Israel. I did. The wall prevents that.
The wall also stopped the murderous bombings that had been a daily
occurrence before it was built. The
Catholic Pope Francis went to the
wall and prayed. People from all
over protest the wall. Is that the only
wall? Are other walls sites for prayer
and protest? Why just that one? The
other day there was a caption under a
picture in the paper that said ‘Relatives
mourned a Palestinian teenager killed
during clashes with Israeli forces’.

What clashes? The boy had come out
of nowhere and stabbed another boy
who was riding his bike. Unprovoked.
The police shot the attacker. If that
were to happen in Nashua, would
the caption emphasize the mourning
relatives of the perpetrator who died
in clashes with the Nashua forces?
What about the innocent kid who
was stabbed? We would emphasize
the victim and his family.
James Moon, one of our congregants,
told me of a test he uses of 4 D’s to
assess whether there is anti-Semitism
involved: demonization, delegitimization, double standard and deliberate.
The program at Rivier, which was
sponsored by the New Hampshire
Palestinian Education Network and
4

New Hampshire Peace Action, included advocacy of extreme anti-Israel
positions by the invited speakers. It
meets the test that James outlined. The
Rabbi and I met with representatives
of the sponsors and the host at Rivier.
We told them that the one-sided focus seems anti-Semitic. It demonizes
Israel. It is not balanced. The Rabbi
requested that it be postponed so that
the students could be exposed to a
more balanced program describing this
very complex issue. That was not to be.
(Subsequently, representatives of the
school called the Rabbi to apologize and
said that an additional program would
be arranged to correct the imbalance.)
			
			

B’shalom		
Michael Harris

Services and Community

November Service
Schedule

Services are held every Friday
evening at 8:00 PM (unless otherwise
noted), Saturday at 9:30 AM and
Monday –Thursday at 7:30 PM.

SPECIAL EVENT SERVICES
November 6 & 7
Joel Goodman Bar Mitzvah
November 7
Jr. Congregation & Shabbat
Sh’laymah
November 13
Gimel-Hai Class & Simcha Club
Service 7:00 PM

November 21
Jr. Congregation, Shabbat
Sh’laymah & Parent Congregation
Oneg, Kiddush &
Flower Sponsors
November 6 & 7
Jane & Bill Goodman in honor
of son, Joel’s Bar Mitzvah

Community News

Mazel Tov to:
• Marlene & Jason Gallant on
the marriage of son, Daniel to
Lindsay Rainville
• The Joy & Dan Monfried family
on Elle’s Bat Mitzvah
• The Sharon & Jeff Weiss family
on Noah’s Bar Mitzvah
• The Mara & Gary Friedman
family on Ariella’s Bat Mitzvah
Condolences to:
• Marc Kolopsky on the loss of his
beloved father, Jerry Kolopsky
To all those people in our community who are ill we wish you a
complete & speedy recovery

JOEL GOODMAN
BAR MITZVAH

Joel Goodman, son of Jane and
Bill Goodman, brother
of Benjamin,
Naomi and Eli
Goodman will
be called to
the Torah as a
Bar Mitzvah
on Saturday, November 7, Parashat
Chaye Sarah.
Joel is a 7th grade student at Hollis Brookline Middle School. He
is an avid dancer studying ballet,
jazz, hip-hop and acrobatics. This
Thanksgiving, he will perform in the
Nutcracker (for the second time) at
the Palace Theater in Manchester as a
party boy and a soldier. Joel also loves
to ski and read.
For his Mitzvah project, Joel has
spent the year learning about food
insecurity in greater Nashua and has
volunteered at the CROP Walk, the
Nashua Soup Kitchen and he plans
to collect food for the Amherst Street
“back pack” program which sends
food staples home with children on
the weekends.
Joel and his family are looking forward to kicking off the B’nai Mitzvahs
for the Zayin class this year. We hope
you can join us on November 7!

Junior
Congregation
and Shabbat
Sh’laymah

Junior Congregation, our Saturday
morning Shabbat supplement to the
education that children receive in our
Religious School, will meet this month
on November 7 and November 21.
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Our service on November 21st will
include our first Parent Congregation
of the year! Led by Stacy Garnick,
parents will have an opportunity to
talk about Shabbat morning prayers,
the Torah portion of the week and how
they relate to issues of parenting and
raising Jewish children! Don’t miss this!
Junior Congregation offers fun and
interesting service experiences, for
students in 3rd through 6th grade.
We sing, examine parts of the Saturday morning service, and learn a
bit of Torah before concluding our
service with the congregation in the
sanctuary.
Shabbat Sh’laymah for children in
Kindergarten through 2nd grade
will take place in the youth lounge
from 10:00 AM – 11:45 AM. Children are welcome to attend with or
without parents.

Education and Programming

Is the Two State Solution Dead?
Come
to
Temple Beth
Abraham for a
thought provoking discussion on
the future of the
Israel/Palestinian relationship
with guest Bernard Avishai.
Bernard Avishai, a renowned
Middle East scholar, will be reviewing the Israel/Palestinian conflict
and pondering the question: “Is the
Two State Solution Dead?” It has
long been held by diplomats that
establishing a Palestinian state including the Gaza strip and the West
Bank alongside Israel would resolve
the Israel/Palestinian conflict. This
premise has been the official position of the Israeli government, the
Palestinian Authority and many
in the international community.
The unilateral withdrawal by Israel
from the Gaza strip followed by
rocket attacks and retaliatory wars;
and the breakdown of governance/

increase in extreme violence in places
like Syria, Iraq and Libya have lead
some to think that establishing a
Palestinian state may not be the
preferred approach to resolution of
the conflict. What then?

Review, and International Director
of Intellectual Capital at KPMG.
His new book, Promiscuous: Portnoy’s Complaint and Our Doomed
Pursuit of Happiness, was published
in 2012.

Bernard Avishai is Visiting ProfesCome to Temple Beth Abraham,
sor of Government at Dartmouth Nashua, Sunday, November 8,
College and Adjunct Professor of
10:00 AM. A light brunch will
Business at the Hebrew University. be served. (Please RSVP at http://
A Guggenheim fellow, he is the www.tbanashua.org/ or contact
author of The Tragedy of Zionism, the office.
A New Israel, The Hebrew Republic,
as well as dozens of articles on
politics, business
and the Middle
East Conflict, in
such publications
as Harper’s, The
New York Review,
New York Times
Magazine, and
The New Yorker,
where he is a regular blogger. He is
a former editor of
Early appointments available for
Harvard Business

Bar/Bat-Mitzvah’s or Weddings.
Offering Color, Cutting, Styling, Keritan
Smoothing Treatments, Facials,
Face & Body Waxing, Eye Brow
Threading, Pedicures and Manicures.
Bring this ad to receive 10% off any
service.

90
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Education

Jewish Early Childhood Education:
Are We Too Early? Is It Too Late?

The answer to both
of these questions
is NO! In recent
months, I have engaged in conversations with professionals in our community
Director of
as well as other experts Education &
Programming
on the topic of Jewish Heidi N. Lovitz
Eearly childhood education. We all agree that our youngest
students, from birth to age 7, and their
families, will benefit greatly from their
participation in Jewish educational,
religious and cultural programming
designed especially for them!

According to Mark I. Rosen, Ph.D.
of the Cohen Center for Modern
Jewish Studies at Brandeis University,
“Exposure to Judaism at home and in
childcare can help children to grow up
with a strong Jewish identity.”
He and his colleagues have identified
many Jewish communities across the
country that are engaging in a broad
range of endeavors targeted at these
young families, and they are making
recommendations to Jewish leaders
about the importance of this work
towards ensuring the future vibrancy
of North American Jewry.

education, as well as the importance
of Judaism at home.

ents to develop a peer group that can
last for years!

So how do you get involved at home
and in your community with a baby
or toddler, or even as an expectant
parent?” 1

Gan Katan, our own preschool
program, meets twice a month and focuses on holidays, Shabbat, synagogue,
Jewish tradition and even introduces
children to the Hebrew language. This
parent and child class is a wonderful
way to lead children into their formal
Jewish education. Parents and children
are invited to join the Sunday school
classes for morning circle and tefillot
(prayers). They also begin to feel a part
of the school community as the class
takes place during Sunday School for
grades K-2.

Parent Education: Once a month
during Shabbat when we hold Jr.
Congregation and Shabbat Sh’laymah,
join us for Parent Congregation. This
program that takes place during Shabbat morning services aims to explore
issues in parenting and connect parents
to one another through discussions and
education about the Shabbat morning
prayers and the Torah portion of the
week.
Become a member of PJ Library:
PJ Library mails free, high-quality
Jewish children’s literature and music
to families throughout the area on a
monthly basis. Exposing children to
the language of Judaism at an early
age sets the stage for them to create
a stronger connection in the future.
PJ Library books and music present
families with a variety of themes including Jewish traditions and values.
These become the foundation for
Jewish learning in the future.

Is your family looking for daytime
activities or parent-child based
programming? Look for a program
under Jewish auspices. We recently
piloted a version
of MusicTogether

with Hebrew. A
parent-child pro
gram such as this

is not only an
excellent opportunity for children

to learn and play

but also for par-

These programs and the peer groups
families develop through them heavily
influence the decisions parents make
about preschool and future Jewish






7

You don’t have to go outside of the
home (although we always love to see
families with young children in the
synagogue) to have a Jewish experience. The sights, sounds, taste and
smells of Judaism create an indelible
mark in our minds. Create a sensory
experience with your children. The
feel of the challah dough, the smell of
Shabbat dinner, the sounds of Jewish
music for young children all have a
significant impact on the development
of Jewish identity.
Incorporating Jewish learning into
your family’s life right from the start–
or at any point along your family’s
journey–will no doubt enhance the
experience of raising Jewish children.
And remember: it’s never too early or
too late to start!
		
		
		

Heidi N. Lovitz
director@tbanashua.org
(603)883-9844

Jewish Education in Early Childhood - My Jewish Learning. (n.d.).
Retrieved from http://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/jewish-education-in-early-childhood/
1.

Southern NH Jewish Men’s Club News
Two Events in November

On Sunday morning, November
8 at 10 AM, the Southern New
Hampshire Jewish Men’s Club will
proudly organize its first hike which
will take place in Peterborough,
NH along the Wapack Trail system.
This event is co-sponsored by the
Monadnock Havurah (http://www.
monadnockhavurah.org/).
Lead by SNHJMC’s board member, James Moon, this hike will start
from the parking lot of Temple
Mountain and head either south
bound or northbound along the
Wapack Trail. This event is free to
all persons, all ages and all skill levels
although donating to the Friends of
Wapack (http://www.wapack.org/
index.html) is highly recommended,
as they are primarily responsible for
trail maintenance. This hike will
be rated as easy to moderate with
limited strenuous elevation gains.
The intent is to enjoy our selves and
each other’s company. RSVP would
be greatly appreciated as possible
hot-soup-in-a-cup meals could be
provided. Please contact us for any
further questions, as we will provide
basic directions for what to pack
and what to wear. Please RSVP at
breakfastrsvp@snhjmc.org.
On Sunday morning, November
22 at 9:30 AM, the Southern New
Hampshire Jewish Men’s Club
proudly presents Steve Weintraub,
who will be giving a talk on the relationship between Klezmer music
and dance. The SNHJMC will be
co-hosting their monthly breakfast
with Temple Beth Abraham’s Life
Long Learning program!
Steve Weintraub’s presentation
is entitled, Music To Move You:
Klezmer Music, Dance and Ritual.
Klezmer music is the instrumental

music of Yiddish-speaking Jews
from Europe. We’ll trace its origins,
influences, and evolution, and the
fundamental reasons we have any
instrumental music at all. The talk
will include musical clips, film, and
demonstration.
To attend this Sunday morning event, an RSVP is required,
through the TBA website http://
www.tbanashua.org/event/snhjmc-tba-breakfast-w/steve-weintraubyiddush-dance.html. Cost for both
the breakfast and the presentation
will be $10 with most profits benefiting TBA’s Religious School.

Organizations and Community

Simcha Club

Children whose birthdays occur
in the month of November will be
honored at services on November 13
at 7 PM. A special birthday dessert
will be served to the children at the
Oneg following services. We ask the
parents (or grandparents) to send
a donation of $9.00 per child to
help defray the cost of refreshments.
Please make checks payable to TBA
Sisterhood and send or drop them
off at the Temple office (mark the
envelope “Simcha Club”). Be sure to
include the names and birth dates of
your children. Donations are always
welcome and will be acknowledged
in the next bulletin.

We look forward to seeing the
The Southern New Hampshire
families
of the following children:
Jewish Men’s Club has been operaDavid Ellis, Emet Baker, Leslie
tional since 1982 meeting monthly
for Sunday brunches. The mission Buchin, Daniel Vig, Sarah Becker,
Alexandra Klain, Samantha Philip
has been loosely based on building
a fellowship of like-minded men and David Stafford
who wish to share their commitment and values to those in the
greater NH Jewish
community. The

SNHJMC has

been a non-profit
       
organization serving all of southern  
NH’s Jewish com     
   
munities regard
less of synagogue
membership for







 
over thirty years.
If you or someone
you know would be
interested in joining our Men’s Club
please contact our
President, Mark
6 Mountain Laurels Dr. ~ Nashua, NH 03062
603.888.9000 ~ www.skymeadow.com
Dickens, via email:
president@snhjmc.
Sky Meadow is the perfect facility to host your Bar or Bat
org or visit our web- Mitzvah, Wedding, Golf outing or even a Corporate event. You
site at www.snhjmc. do not have to be a member, so please call or email for further
information.
org.
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Fundraising & Programming

Mark Your Calendar!
Temple Beth Abraham Religious School Annual Fundraiser

Starry, Starry Night
Evening, 7
ay

pm
10

Satur
d

A Dance Workshop and Party for the Whole Family

Nov. 21,
2015

LET’S DANCE ...TO KLEZMER!
• featuring •

Internationally acclaimed dancer and teacher

Steve Weintraub , the “Pied Piper of Yiddish Dance”
and a Live Band from the New England Conservatory

Temple Beth Abraham is excited to welcome Steve Weintraub,
a traditional and contemporary Jewish dancer and choreographer.
Weintraub was born and raised in New York City and learned
to dance under the tutelage of Alvin Ailey and Erick Hawkins.
Klezmer-style dancing borrows from other European folk styles,
and Weintraub has an international reputation for leading joyous,
easy-to-follow dances that draw on this tradition. Weintraub’s
dancing guarantees this will be a great party!

Minimum Donations
Members
Non Members
Adults:
$20 Adults:
$25
Children:
$10 Children:
$12.50
Family Cap:
$60 Family Cap:
$75

You Can Never Get Enough
On Sunday, November 22nd at 10:30, Steve Weintraub will
be giving a talk on the relationship between Klezmer music and
dance. Join the Southern NH Jewish Men’s Club at 9:30 for their
monthly breakfast, co-sponsored by Temple Beth Abraham’s Life
Long Learning program!
Cost: $10.00

Vendors on site for
Hannukah Shopping!

See website for list of vendors.

Percentage of sales
goes back to
the school!

Temple Beth Abraham • 4 Raymond Street, Nashua, NH 03064
StevenLeeWeintraub.com • tbanashua.org • (603) 883-9844
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Education & Programming

Coming Events and Programming
Brought to You by the Lifelong Learning
Committee
Is the Two State Solution Dead?
Discussion with Bernard Avishai, Visiting Professor of Government at Dartmouth
College and Adjunct Professor of Business at Hebrew University
Sunday, November 8 at 10:00 AM
Co-sponsored with Temple Beth Abraham Sisterhood.
Caring for Our Parents – Care Facilities
Interactive Discussion With Janice Cole, MSW, LICSW
Sunday, Nov. 15 at 4:00 PM
Janice is Bereavement Coordinator for Shwartz Hospice, an agency of Chelsea
Jewish Foundation. Janice will talk about the continuum of eldercare services:
home care, assisted living, nursing homes, and hospice.
Starry Starry Night: Yiddish Dance Workshop and Party
With Steve Weintraub
Saturday, Nov. 21 at 7:00 PM
Steve Weintraub and live band from the New England Conservatory.
Co-sponsored by the Religious School Committee; fundraiser for our school.
See details elsewhere in this bulletin.
Southern New Hampshire Jewish Men’s Club Breakfast
With Steve Weintraub
Sunday, Nov. 22 – breakfast 9:30 AM, program 10:30 AM
Steve Weintraub will talk about the relationship between Klezmer music and
dance. Co-sponsored by an anonymous donor. $10.00 per person.
Scholar-in-Residence Weekend on Judaism and Social Justice
With Rabbi Shmuly Yanklowitz
Friday, Dec. 11 through Sunday, Dec. 13
Rabbi Yanklowitz is a modern Orthodox rabbi, educator, author, and motivational
speaker; the President and Dean of Valley Beit Midrash; the founder and president
of Uri L’Tzedek, the Orthodox Jewish social justice organization; and the founder and
CEO of The Shamayim V’Aretz Institute, a spiritual activist center promoting animal
welfare and Jewish veganism. In 2012 and 2013, Newsweek called him one of the
most influential rabbis in America. Details in bulletin and watch for more.
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Coming Events and Programming
Brought to You by the Lifelong Learning Committee
(Continued)

Ongoing

Torah Study with Rabbi Jon
Thursdays from 10:30 AM to Noon
We are currently studying the biblical book of Kohelet (Ecclesiastes).
Come once or many times.
Avodah She-Balev (Service in the Heart): Meditation with Laura Hegfield
Wednesdays twice a month from 9:30-10:30 AM
November 4 and 18
The current focus in on the link between meditation and middot, Jewish ethical character qualities.
Rabbijon.net and @TBARav
Teachings on the weekly Torah reading and current events through a Jewish lens, podcasts and
music. Rabbi Jon’s high holy day sermons are posted.

Winter

Modern Jewish Families Series – Book Discussion
Saturday, January 23
BABKA book discussion of The Mothers by Jennifer Gilmore. The book includes a variety of topics
on motherhood and becoming a mother. Shabbat luncheon sponsored by TBA Sisterhood; book
available at Sisterhood Gift Shop.
Tu BiShevat Seder – Sunday, January 24
Caring for Our Parents – Legal Concerns and Financial Documents
With Bill Barry and Carl Johnson
Tuesday, Feb. 9 (snow date: Thursday, Feb. 11)
An interactive discussion on the types of legal and financial items to be aware of.
Mid-late February – Modern Jewish Families – Jewish Family Relationships in the Torah
March – Boston Jewish Music Festival – Kabbalat Shabbat and concert

Spring

Sunday, April 17 – Modern Jewish Families – Creating Modern Rituals
with Esther Kosofsky, Eitan Zeira, and others
Sunday, May 1 at 7:00 PM – Yom HaShoah Observance at Rivier University’s Dion Center
Marty Weiss, Holocaust survivor and father of our congregant Jeff Weiss, is the invited speaker,
through the US Holocaust Museum in Washington, D.C. (co-sponsored with Rivier University).
Sunday, May 15 – 1913: Seeds of Conflict video presentation and discussion exploring the divergent
social forces growing in Palestine before World War I, when Arabs and Jews co-existed in harmony
Sunday, June 5 – Temple Beth Abraham’s Annual Israel Festival
**********
Have Ideas? Want to Help? Join Our Committee! Contact Jeff Masors at lifelonglearning@tbanashua.org

To sponsor a speaker or the food for an event, contact the office or Rabbi Jon.
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SAVE THE DATE: SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE WEEKEND
Friday, December 11 - Sunday, December 13

Rabbi Shmuly Yanklowitz

President and Dean, Valley Beit Midrash, Phoenix
Founder and President, Uri L'Tzedek
(“Awaken to Justice”)
Founder and CEO, Shamayim Va'aretz Institute
(“Heaven and Earth”)
Named one of Newsweek's top 50 rabbis two years in a row, Shmuly is a Modern
Orthodox scholar and social justice activist. Shmuly's work has included the Tav
Hayosher (“ethical seal”) raising labor standards in kosher restaurants, a Jewish online
microlending team, political and anti-poverty organizing, and a study center bringing
together teachers and students from all Jewish denominations. Our weekend will
include Shabbat dinner, lunch, seudah shlishit (late Saturday afternoon meal),
Havdalah, and talks and discussions on:
*
*
*
*
*

the connection between spirituality and tzedek (justice)
ethics and keeping kosher – where do we go from here
organ donation – ethical, spiritual, physical and other dimensions and dilemmas
Judaism and citizenship
pluralism: Orthodox and non-Orthodox Jews learning and working together
12

Organizations and Community

Sisterhood
DURING THE DAYS BEFORE THANKSGIVING AND CHRISTMAS,
Sisterhood members, spouses, friends and teenaged children will have the
opportunity to give back to the nashua community.
JOIN US AT THE SOUP KITCHEN
AS WE ORGANIZE, PACK AND DISTRIBUTE FOOD TO THOSE IN
NEED.
There is a job for everyone who wants to join us.
If you have physical restrictions we will tailor the job to your needs.
THIS IS A CHANCE TO DO SOMETHING THAT IS REALLY NEEDED
AND APPRECIATED.
WATCH FOR ADDITIONAL DETAILS TO FOLLOW.
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN JOINING US, RSVP TO:
Carol Kaplan, cakaplan@hotmail.com,(603) 860 4163 or
Carol Mann Cohen, carolmanncohen@gmail.com, (603) 216 2849

A Package from Home sends packages to chayelim bodedim (Combat soldiers without families in Israel) and
severely injured soldiers needing long-term care.
The son of our own congregants Stewart and Claudine Cohen is
currently serving in the IDF(Israel Defense Force). We can help to
strengthen the spirit and resolve of each Israeli soldier and show our
appreciation for the sacrifices that he or she is making in securing the
safety and survival of Israel by contributing to the packages that are
sent each season. In addition to sending packages to lone soldiers,
once a year, A Package From Home sends severely wounded soldiers
that are still in rehabilitation away for a long respite weekend at a hotel.
Winter packages include: bath towel, 2 pair socks, boxer shorts, candies, snacks, toiletries and letters of appreciation, fleece jacket, fleece blanket, long sleeved t-shirt, long underwear, ski hat, gloves and neck warmer.
A small group of handcrafters in Gush Etzion wanted to do something for soldiers. One of the women,
Channah Koppel, had a son serving in the paratroopers so she looked into it and discovered that they could
really use some warm, well-fitting hats. She developed a knitting pattern, sent out some emails and the project
took off. You can find the pattern at http://www.apackagefromhome.org .
Each package also contains letters of appreciation sent by children and adults from all over the world.
A donation box is set up in the coatroom to collect travel sized shampoo, lip balm and ski hats. These items
will be delivered to A Package from Home when a congregant visits Israel this winter.
For more information please contact Heidi Lovitz, Director of Education and Programming at 603) 8839844 or by email at director@tbanashua.org
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Opinions

Something to Think About

In early October, I
had the good fortune
to spend a week in
Portugal with two
good friends. We saw
the usual number of
castles and cathedrals Elaine Brody
and palaces. We stayed in lovely hotels, ate excellent food…including
the famous Belem custard tarts of
Lisbon, tasted a great deal of wine,
and climbed the hills of several
small villages.
For five days we traveled with a
young woman tour guide who was
very knowledgeable. When Filipa
realized we had a special interest
in the history and current status
of Jews in Portugal, she went out
of her way to take us to places
important to Jews past and present. There are three main Jewish
communities in Portugal: Lisbon,
Porto, and Belmonte. We walked
the narrow streets of Belmonte to

Belmonte Synagoga

the Jewish neighborhood where
we saw the synagoga, Bet Eliahu,
with its sukkah. On our way back
to the car, we passed the Belmonte
Jewish Cultural center, just opening

Belmonte Synagoga Sukkah

to prepare for Simchat Torah. We
went to Tomar where the synagoga
is now just a museum. We put our
Euros in the Tzedakah box, and the
woman in charge, a member of one
of the two Jewish families remaining
in the village, showed us the Judaica
which has been donated from congregations and individuals world
wide. The remains of the original
worship space include four pillars
symbolizing the matriarchs and
twelve medallions symbolizing the
twelve tribes. The highlight was our
time in the small village of Castelo
de Vide where we left our vehicle,
climbed up to the town, and wound
our way through narrow streets to
the center of the Jewish neighborhood where the first thing we saw
was the fountain where the Jews of
the village were baptized to become
“new Christians”or “conversos” once
the Expulsion and Inquisition began
in Portugal. We climbed the steep
cobblestone street to the synagoga…
now a well appointed museum of
Jewish artifacts. Filipa had a special surprise for us in the person
of Senhor Carolino Tapadejo, the
former mayor of the village, who is a
descendant of Jews who fled Toledo,
Spain for Portugal, where Jews were
14

not yet persecuted, as the Inquisition
began. Approximately four thousand Jews arrived and were absorbed
into this and surrounding villages.
Senhor Tapadejo’s ancestors were
blacksmiths and opened their shop
in the town. He took us through
the Jewish neighborhood showing
us the crosses carved into the door
posts to alert police that there may
be Jews living in the home and on
to the blacksmith shop, now a museum, that his family worked out of
as recently as the late 20th Century.
From there we went to a home where
we saw how the “conversos” made
their homes seem to be Christian by
fashioning an elaborate Christian
alter in a prominent place in the
home while keeping their Judaica
hidden in a small room hidden
behind a closet wall. Many families
kept their Jewish traditions through
the centuries, but the reason for the
tradition was lost to many.
Senhor Tapadejo has spent much
of his adult life researching the history of the Jews of Portugal, tracing
his Jewish heritage and that of the
other “new christians” of the area.
On a research trip to Israel, he met
a woman whose family had left Portugal at the time of the expulsion.
The family was from Castelo de
Vide, but she had never been there
herself. She had never been married
and had no heirs. Her desire was
to see the village before she died.
When she came for the visit, she
presented Senhor Tapadejo with
the five hundred year old key to her
family’s home for safe keeping and
the hope he might find the door in
Castelo de Vide that would open
to the key. He has not yet matched
(Continued on the following page …)

Opinions and Programming
Something to Think About continued…

This year, at Chanukah, the Jews
of Castelo de Vide and surrounding
villages will hold their first public
Chanukah Celebration…ever. My
friends and I will send a Chanukah
package to add to their celebration.

Senhor Tapadejo and 500 Year Old Key

the key to a door. As my friends
and I held that key in our hands,
we were in awe.

Imagine having to hide your Jewishness or face expulsion from your
home or torture and death if you
refused to convert to Christianity.
Imagine performing rituals because
your mother and her mother and
her mother and her mother did but
not really knowing why. Imagine
walking from one village to another
to be able to be with other Jews.
We live a charmed life as Jews in

the United States. We are free to
worship when and where we please.
No one can mark the outside of
our home with a symbol that gives
police a pass for unannounced entry
at any time because of our heritage.
Our children are free to learn and
participate in every aspect of the
practice of Jewish life.
The next time you think it is just
too difficult to get yourself to 4
Raymond Street for a service or a
program because there are other
pressing things in your life, think
again…think of the Jews who did
not have the luxury of living their
Jewish lives in public. It is, as always,
something to think about.
			
			

L’hitraot,		
Elaine

Save the Date
Temple Beth Abraham Annual Chanukah Party
Tuesday, December 8, 2015
6:00 – 7:30 PM
Deli, Latkes and Sufgoniot
Family Entertainment including:
Music by the Raymond Street Klezmer Band
Crafts for young children
Chanukah Menorah Contest Prizes and more!
Bring your menorah and candles
to help us light up the room.
While we are enjoying the Festival of Lights, please consider those who
are in need. We have a number of ongoing collections taking place at
Temple Beth Abraham. Please bring a donation to the Chanukah Party.
Nashua Soup Kitchen – Non-Perishable Food Items
Coats, Hats, Mittens, Gloves
Bridges – Toiletries and Linens
A Package from Home for Israeli Soldiers –
Travel Sized Toothpaste, Cotton Boxer Shorts
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Brought to you by the Lifelong Learning Committee
Written by Linda S Trapasso

What Is This Thing Called Jewish Law?

In October, Professor Noah Feldman of Harvard Law School visited TBA. He and the rabbi discussed several
US Supreme Court decisions that touched on religion and gay marriage. I found this discussion fascinating
and thought I’d look at Jewish law.
So, do Jews have a body of law, or do they live with a mindset and way of life? The latter
is how Aish.com frames their series of articles on Practical Jewish Law. At MyJewishLearning.
com, there are articles on the Orthodox, Conservative, and Reform approaches to halakhah.
In December 2013, Mosaic magazine published an article by Joshua Berman, and the responses
to it, about Jewish law or halakhah. Though two years old, the issues and concerns are still
relevant today. What constitutes religious law? How do we interpret it? Where and when
did it start? It seems to have started as common law, using various systems of interpretation
(such as midrash) that allowed the law to develop over time, responding to the needs of the
day. As Berman states, “How then did Judaism come to embrace the legal codes of Moses Maimonides (11381204) and Joseph Karo (1488-1575)? When and why did Jewish jurisprudence turn toward statutory law?”
For a complete history, go to Oxford Scholarship Online and review An Introduction to History and Sources of
Jewish Law. The table of contents is a timeline of the development of Jewish law. You can view an abstract
of the chapters, each written by a specialist.
In contrast, consider Jewish Law by Prof. Lawrence H. Schiffman. He delves into the different sects of Judaism and how they looked at the law. He states that there is a rabbinic
concept of a dual Torah, including a written law and an oral law. He concludes: “…what
becomes clear here is that rabbinic literature and second Temple texts may often represent opposite sides of the same coin, that is, two separate approaches to the same set of
problems. Without the use of second Temple materials we would never have known this.”
Machon Mamre has a page titled Halakhah: Jewish Law. It provides a definition and
describes the different components. To see a list of the 613 commandments, go to
Chabad.org. For something more concise and stated in modern language, check out the
Constitutional Rights Foundation and The Hebrews and the Foundation of Western Law. To get a perspective on
how Jewish law is developing today, visit The Rabbinical Assembly’s Jewish Law page.
Interested in learning more about Jewish law? Torah.org offers classes via email for
beginner, intermediate, and advanced levels. If you prefer video presentations, Berkeley
Law has a series of videos on YouTube covering Jewish law and other Jewish topics. If
you want to research Jewish law,
and the laws of other religions, the
Celebrate a Simcha
Hauser Global Law School Program, Purchase a Leaf on our Tree of Life
part of NYU Law, has an extensive • Bar and Bat Mitzvahs • Births • Graduations • Weddings •
article, written by a law librarian,
Anniversaries • Honors
•
Special
Birthdays
• Best Wishes & Congratulations
on researching these topics.
There are so many parts to the puzzle of Jewish law.
The question is, where does one start? With one thing
at a time.
16

The cost to purchase a leaf is $225.
Leaves may be inscribed in English, Hebrew or both.
For more information, or to purchase a leaf, please
call 883-8184 or office@tba.mv.com

Community

November 20 & 21
During Friday evening and Saturday morning services,
Memorial prayers will be recited for the following:
November 6 & 7
Martin Weitberg, father of Robin Rubin
Lee Katz, mother of Donald Katz
Jerry Katz, brother of Donald Katz
Robert Upson, father of Rosalind Sandler
Fran Ziffer Burgio, grandmother of Barbara Lester
Alexander Bornstein, grandfather of Liliane Sznycer
Michael Palmer, father of Daniel Palmer
Nathan Katz, father of Donald Katz
Arthur D. Sandberg, father-in-law of Earl Prolman
Abraham Rappaport, father of Cheryl Liebling
Nancy Magoon, mother of Kelly Garnick
Samuel Gorodetsky, father-in-law of Rochelle Goren
Martha Pollack, mother of Stanley Pollack
Morris Haime, father of Steven Haime
Adele Alberts, mother of Nancy Keyslay
Barry Berkowitz, father of Karen Michaels
Sam Yezersky, uncle of Shirley Lelchuk
Marilyn McGinty, sister of Lynn Schenker
Robert Teague, father of Sandie Leonard
Morris Soifert, husband of Toby Soifert
Clara Loretta Mullin, mother of Claretta Malin
Max Springer Elizabeth Gordon
Slava Newman
Mary Slome
William Offenberg
Barbara A. Zabell Samuel Mark Davis
November 13 & 14
David Schneider, father of Dennis Schneider
William Fleming, father of Leslie Paisner
Werner Katzenstein, uncle of Karl Schenker
Samuel Kahn, father of Laura Kahn
Diana Goldstein, mother of Hannah Kesslen
Chaim Honorow, father of Helen Honorow
Faye Gladys Nichols, mother of Suzanne Maine
Mildred (Milli) Janz, mother of Burton Janz
Ruth Baker, grandmother of Lauren Donovan
Leo Skolnick, father of Debrah Snapper
Sanford Barron, father of Lisa Bonneau
Emil Ephraim Treitel, grandfather of Nancy Moore,
Robert Treitel, & Debbie Noiseux
Louis Kaplan George Field Theodore G. Beckhardt
Harry Gordon

Leon Phillips, father-in-law of Terry Phillips
Sarah Malin, mother of Howard Malin
Lawrence Greenspan, husband of Marilyn Greenspan
Bea Durschlag, sister-in-law of Shirley Lelchuk
Richard Leitner, great uncle of Karl Schenker
Harry Tulkoff, grandfather of Shari Zedeck
Ron Golub, brother of Larry Golub
Ann Landau, mother of Esther Rosenzweig
Dr. Bernard Lustick, father of David Lustick
Milton Geyer, father of Sanford Geyer
Abraham Janz, father of Burton Janz
Siegmund Blassberg Samuel Shaber
Ida B. Chauncy
Sarah Krentzel
Fannie Partner		
Gertrude Sapsowitz
November 27 & 28
Harry Sandler, father of Paul Sandler
Betty Feldbin, mother of Rena Perelmuter
Margot Barron, mother of Liz Barron
Rabbi Abraham I. Feldbin, father of Rena Perelmuter
Gussie Schoenbach, mother of Reina Brody
Hilda S. Steinberg, mother of Carole Shyavitz
Tillie Rubin, grandmother of David Deifik
Benjamin Shuman, grandfather of Mark Levine
Felix Schenker, uncle of Karl Schenker
Dora Goldman, grandmother of Barry Sack
Elizabeth Nichols Conley, niece of Suzanne Maine
Jane Grossman, grandmother of Daniel Grossman
Ernst Katzenstein, uncle of Karl Schenker
Madelyn Cohen
Myer Edelstein
Maurice S. Pozanek Abraham B. Slawsby
Meyer Soroken		
Nathan Barkan
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Community

We Gratefully Acknowledge
Your Contributions
Donors	

Yahrzeit Donations
Joan Soifert for husband, Julius & son, Allen Soifert
Les Getto for mother, Zelma Getto
Mel Berger for mother, Gertrude Berger
Debra Kyriax for father, Samuel Weisman
Shelley Goren for sister, Madeline Kasner
Jane Goodman for father, Morton Levy
Murray Deutsch for brother, Louis Deutsch
Jeff Masors for father, Isaac Masors
Denise Chazin for grandmother, Helen Stiefel
Stephanie Brooks for brother-in-law, Dean Barnett
Ernie Perelmuter for mother, Belle Perelmuter
Jerry Manheim for mother, Fela Manheim
Tamara Freeman for great aunt, Cecile Dubrovinski
Barry Heller for father, Max Heller
Marsha Feder for mother, Annette Cooper
Iris Tubin for parents, Abraham & Beatrice Tubin
Chris Devine for mother, Anne Devine
Sandie Leonard for father, Robert Teague
Leon Goldstein for mother-in-law, Lillian Hurwitz
Bette Lasky for father, Sidney Rappaport

General Fund

Kathy & Elliot Eisenberg
Ann & Marty Fabian
Ann & Marty Fabian
Betsy & Paul Franks
Geraldine Ganezer
Bev & Chuck Gerson
Leon Goldstein
Becky & Alan Green
Becky & Alan Green
Isidor Juda
Carol Kaplan
Carol Kaplan
Shirley Lelchuk
Sue & Irv Lipschitz
Sandy McCurdy
Ida & Les Mildenberg
Nina & Virgil Mocle
Joyce Pearson
Heidi & Eric Pound
Rich Shapiro

Donors	

Jeffrey Mason
Sarah & David Holt

In Honor of

Charles & Darlene Drutman
Benjamin Stanger
Marian Mildenberg
Marian Mildenberg
Stan Juda
Stan Juda
aliyah
Benjamin Stanger
Marian Mildenberg
Stan Juda
Courtney Bryant
Children’s Holiday Program
Scott Silver & Lauren Howard
Harriet & Norm Lifshutz grandson
Marian Mildenberg
Kitchen help
Stan Juda
in appreciation
in appreciation
Courtney Bryant

In Memory of

Marilyn Prolman
Arlene Levenson & 		
Sylvia Marshall

High Holiday Honors Donors

Kathy & Elliot Eisenberg
Marlene & Jason Gallant
Ellie Schwartz
Esther & David Kosofsky
Becky & Alan Green
Rich Shapiro			
Cheryl Liebling
Amy & Jerry Manheim		
Ann & Marty Fabian
Deb & Barry Sack
Lynn & Karl Schenker
Betsy & Paul Franks
Anita Hazard
Stephanie & Mike Rosenblum
Diane Toth
Jane & Bill Goodman
Atara & Bob Kirsh
Leon Goldstein
Bette & Elliot Lasky		

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

Deborah Harari
Marian Mildenberg

in appreciation
in appreciation
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Tzedakah Fund

Lynn & Karl Schenker in memory of Michael, Herta &
Jason Schenker

Capture the
moment!
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Special events in the
spiritual journeys
of your family members
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www.peterpowellphotography.com
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Fundraising

A Mitzvah Project – Sisterhood Rummage Sale
What a time it was! Clutterproofing homes
(closets, garage,
basement…),
bringing the
goods to the Temple, spending an
hour sorting and socializing, have
a delicious lunch!
If you participated in any of these
ways, you improved your home,
had fun and did a MITZVAH by
helping others!
We can’t thank you enough for
selecting, packing and bringing
items to the sale. We can’t thank you
enough for volunteering to help at
the Temple by unpacking, sorting,
displaying, selling and/or repacking
items. We can’t thank you enough

for advertising---Debbie Grass and
Shari Zedeck; shopping for, cooking
and serving our delicious lunches--Debbie Grass, Sara Brest and
Richard Bryant! We can’t thank you
enough for handling phone calls,
inquiries and more---Judy Goldstein
and Diane Toth.
A MITZVAH PROJECT, the
Rummage Sale supports the TBA
Sisterhood, Temple, and Religious
School. We support local nonprofits such as the Child Advocacy
Center, Gray Nuns Thrift Shop that
supports Marguerites’ Place, CASA
(Court Appointed
Special Advocates that represents
abused kids in court), and
Lucky Dog Thrift Shop (that raises
funds for vet bills and animal chari-

ties). At the Sisterhood Brunch in
September Rummage funds give
checks to:
Nashua Crop
Hunger Walk
Amherst Street School Backpacks
Program (so kids have healthy food
on weekends and during vacations)
Circles Poverty Project
If you missed participating in any
of these ways, consider the spring
sale and replace your donation
collection bags and boxes in your
storage areas…
						
Stacy Garnick, Ricki Klopfer, and
Sharon Sernik

Sukkah Thanks
Todah rabah to al who helped put up the sukkah this year, decorate it and put it away!
The congregation was able to enjoy our beautiful sukkah because of the efforts of:
Marty the master builder Lorrey
Stan Juda
Barry Sack
Ira Grollman
Alan Green
Jeff Masors
Robin Rubin
Bob Vega
Larry Rubin
Anatolly Zhuk
Ben Freedman
Stacy Garnick
Sharon Spivak
Karen Herman
and Heidi Lovitz
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