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Come Celebrate Shabbat Together
February 7 - 9:30 AM
Jr. Congregation &
Shabbat Shlaymah

10:00am

No School

23 (3 Adar)

No School

15 (26 Shevat)

Adult Bar/Bat Mitzvah
Seminar 9:45am
Beginning Heb. 11am
Hai B/BM Date Picking
10:00am
Gan Katan
10:00am
Vav Biblical Liter.
1:00pm

8 (19 Shevat)

Adult Bar/Bat Mitzvah
Seminar 9:45am
Beginning Hebrew 11am

Gan Katan

1 (12 Shevat)

Sunday

No High School

Music Together

23 (4 Adar)

Finance Committee
6:30pm

No High School

Office Closed

Music Together

President’s Day

16 (27 Shevat)

No School

Music Together

24 (5 Adar)

Faculty Meeting
7:00pm

Full Board Meeting
6:30pm

Music Together

17 (28 Shevat)

School Committee
8:00pm

Ritual Committee
8:00pm

8:00pm

Music Together

10 (21 Shevat)

Exec Board

Tu B’Shvat Seder
6:30pm

Tu B'Shvat

Avodah Shebalev
9:30am

25 (6 Adar)

Lifelong Learning
8:00pm

23 (29 Shevat)

Sisterhood B.O.D.
8:00pm

Avodah Shebalev
9:30am

11 (22 Shevat)

BABKA 8:00pm

Neighborhood Watch

4 (15 Shevat)

Wednesday

10:30am

No School

26 (7 Adar)

Torah Study 10:30am

Rosh Chodesh Adar

23 (30 Shevat)

Torah Study 10:30am

12 (23 Shevat)

Torah Study

5 (16 Shevat)

Thursday

February 2015

Music Together

3 (14 Shevat)

Tuesday

Music Together

9 (20 Shevat)

Music Together

2 (13 Shevat)

Monday
CL: 4:48

Yitro

CL: 5:06

CL: 5:15

Shabbat services
8:00pm

27 (8 Adar)

Shabbat services
8:00pm

Rosh Chodesh Adar

20 (1 Adar)

Shabbat Zachor

Tetzaveh

Havdalah 6:18

Shabbat services
9:30am

28 (9 Adar)

Kabbalah at Cong.
Betenu 12:30pm

Shabbat services
9:30am

Havdalah 6:09
Terumah

Shabbat services
9:30am

Mishpatim
Shabbat Shekalim

(25 Shevat) Havdalah 6:00

21 (2 Adar)

CL: 4:57 14

Shabbat services
8:00pm

13 (24 Shevat)

12:00pm

Lunch & Learn

Gender, Kippah & Tallit

Shlaymah

Saturday

7 (18 Shevat) Havdalah 5:51

Family Service
Shabbat services 9:30am
Simcha Club 7:00pm
Jr.Cong & Shabbat

Friday

6 (17 Shevat)

Temple Beth Abraham
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Let Go to School on 2016

The New Hampshire presidential
primary is coming
into sight. At the
moment, the news
is mostly gossip
column, with a Rabbi Spira-Savett
bit of horse race. Is Jeb running?
Romney again? Is Elizabeth Warren
for real? Could anyone beat Hillary?

I have a dream, though, about
what these coming months could
be. I imagine what our Jewish
community, in partnership with
other religious groups, might do
to make the lead up to the upcoming election more profound. Why
not leave some lasting impression
on the person who in the end will
be elected President of the United

States? At the very least, let’s try to
influence the dynamic between us,
the active citizens of New Hampshire and nearby, and our national
government.

So here’s what I’ve been dreaming.
Politics starts with political philosophy. I see myself on the bima in front
of the Sanctuary, on a Sunday afternoon, interviewing some of the major
Jewish and Christian voices speaking
for conservatism and liberalism. How
about Tevi Troy (who Laurie went to
Camp Tel Yehuda with), a religious
Jew who was an advisor to President
George W. Bush and worked in John
Ashcroft’s Justice Department? Why
not get Alan Dershowitz, perhaps
the most prominent Jewish liberal
intellectual in the country, up from

Harvard Law School?
I’d like us to hear from Ross
Douthat, the young Catholic conservative op-ed columnist at the
New York Times. And Rev. Jim
Wallis, founder of Sojourners, the
prominent Christian progressive
social justice organization.
There are specific issues where
religious leaders are doing work on
the ground, and talking in ways that
are more subtle than cable news
and national politicians. Religious
leaders are active on more than
just so-called “social issues” such
as abortion, which are of course
important. I bet you didn’t know
that the National Association of
Evangelicals is a major voice on im(Continued on the following page …)

It’s Only
This is the season
for football. Even
if you are not a big
sports fan you may
be looking forward
President
to a great Super Bowl Lisa Bonneau
and an entertaining
half-time show. Go Pats! Another
half time is where we are with the
“business” of Temple Beth Abraham.
We are only mid-way through our
year and what a year it’s been! And we
still have so much to look forward to.
Our new year kicked off with beautiful and meaningful High Holy Day
services that generations of families
shared together. Fall brought the
traveling Sukkot celebrations and our
own beautiful Sukkah decorated by
our very own artists aged 2 to 82!
Then we had fun singing and danc-

ing with the Torah at Simchat Torah.
I hope you were there for the special
birthday celebration honoring Shirley Lelchuk. We had the privilege of
sharing the day with a very special
woman who has been putting her
heart and soul into the synagogue
for many years!
So many things going on from
B’nai Mitzvah and class services, to
Sisterhood and Men’s Club events.
We had the 30th annual Nashua
CROP Walk which was a huge
success. Then a small group of our
members gathered to knit/crochet
some warm hats for Israeli soldiers.
If you missed it because you don’t
know how to knit don’t worry, keep
your eyes open for news of a beginner
class so you can join in next time.

What would the end of fall be without an event with chocolate? The
Night of the Arts was a wonderful
evening. We enjoyed entertainment,
shopped and yes, of course, had
some wonderful desserts. What a
great way to support and raise money
for our Religious School.
There are so many events going on at
Beth Abraham. Have you had a chance
to partake in any of our wonderful Life
Long Learning/Lunch and Learns, or
the Daytime Activity Group, maybe
you participated with the prayer meditation group? Every month you can
find the books in the gift shop for the
BABKA (Book) club, each week you
can join the Torah Study with Rabbi
Jon, and some of you get delight from
Kabbalah class with Eitan.
(Continued on the following page …)
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Let’s Go to School on 2016 continued…

migration reform. Or that religious
groups work on affordable housing,
which gets far less press than health
care access.
So we should hear from activists
of faith on all kinds of issues. What
about religion and state – educational
vouchers, beginning and end of life,
or the right to opt out of certain legal
mandates because of individual conscience. Again in Cambridge, we’ve
got Noah Feldman, who teaches
constitutional law and is a leading
thinker on religion and state.
The local pastors and I will need
to get a blog going, or at least start
tweeting out links to articles that give
a deeper theological perspective on
the issues people are thinking about.
(I checked – nhfaithpolitics is still
available both .org and @Twitter.)
What we’ll really need is a reading
and discussion group. It should ro-

tate its meeting place among the area
congregations, or maybe some of the
local coffee places and bookstores.
What if the candidate I agree with on
domestic issues is not pro-Israel? That’s
a discussion right there. Foreign policy
is both a set of pragmatic questions
and a philosophical issue, about our
role in freedom and prosperity around
the world. I imagine Tevi and Alan
will include that in their talks.
Then, of course, there are the candidates. Let’s get them in here and
ask them these kinds of questions
in these thoughtful ways. One of
the ministers and I will moderate.
I’ve heard two things. One is that
if a couple hundred people are
guaranteed to show up, a candidate
will be there. Another is that if the
candidate can’t control or anticipate
the substance of the event, she or he
won’t come.

It’s Only Halftime continued…

What a crowd we had at the Chanukah party. Did you see those
homemade menorahs and taste the
delicious latkes and sufganiot while
singing with the Klezmer band?
What an exciting musical Shabbaton
with Oren Kaunfer. But wait, there’s
more! The list of upcoming services
and events as we enter the second
half of our year continues to engage.
Enjoy some tasty treats at the Tu
B’Shevat Seder and make sure your
Purim plans include the annual
Megillah reading, Purim Schpiel
and Carnival. While Purim is a
time for fun, it is also a time to
reach out to others by making and
delivering Mishloach Manot, gifts
of Purim treats. Then we have the
Boston Jewish Musical Festival with

a Mini-Festival in New Hampshire.
And back by popular demand are
the International Shabbat Dinners.
I just can’t mention everything so
keep track with our e-mails, website,
and Facebook.
We are all about offering our congregants not only a fulfilling spiritual
experience, but also a robust array of
program offerings. We hope you are
taking advantage of all that we have
to offer, and you are volunteering
and building new relationships. I
hope to see you often at the synagogue in the months ahead.
		

B’yedidut (In Friendship),
Lisa

How about we invite them and see?
It worked for Rick Warren at the
Saddleback Church in California,
in August 2018. Both John McCain
and Barack Obama showed up, not
all that long before the election.
So let’s challenge ourselves. Whoever we can’t bring up, for logistics
or money, we could get on a big
screen through Skype. Whoever we
can’t meet, we’ll at least read.
By the time I first got here in 2008,
the year of the last election wide open
in both major parties, it was already
the fall campaign. Now I’ve seen
how things work. We could raise the
level, if not of the candidates than
of a few hundred citizens, no? I’d
love to reach. The stakes are pretty
high, after all.
Anyone interested?
			

L’shalom,

			

Rabbi Jon

Boston Celtics
Tickets
A congregant has
donated two Celtics
tickets to Temple
Beth Abraham to be
used as a fundraiser.
They are for April 1, 7:30 PM,
against the Indiana Pacers. Face
value is $68 each. We are putting
them up for “silent auction.” If
you are interested in acquiring these
tickets, please send your sealed bids
to me at greendocsnashua@gmail.
com. We will award the tickets to
the highest bidder. All bids must be
received by February 15.
Alan Green
For the Fundraising Committee
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Community

February Service
Schedule

Services are held every Friday evening
at 8:00 PM (unless otherwise noted),
Saturday at 9:30 AM and Monday –
Thursday at 7:30 PM.

SPECIAL EVENT SERVICES
February 3 (Tuesday)
Tu B’Shevat Seder 6:30 PM
February 4
Mincha 7:15 PM
February 6
Family Service 7 PM
Simcha Club
February 7
Jr. Congregation & Shabbat
Shlaymah
Kiddush Sponsor
February 7
Lynn Saltz & Jessica & Kyle Preman in honor of the naming of
their daughter and granddaughter,
Gabrielle
Flower Sponsors
February 27 & 28
Ida Stanger & Les Mildenberg in
memory of Walter Mildenberg &
Edith Stanger

Community News
Condolences to:
• Barry Sack on the loss of his
beloved father, Martin Sack
Best Wishes to:
• Earl Prolman named Rotarian of
the Year
• Jessica & Kyle Preman on the
birth of daughter, Gabrielle

Junior
Congregation

Junior Congregation,
our Saturday morning
Shabbat supplement to the
education that
children receive in the TBA Religious School, will meet this month
on February 7.
Junior Congregation offers fun and
interesting service experiences, for
students in 3rd through 6th grade.
We sing, examine parts of the Saturday morning service, and learn a
bit of Torah before concluding our
service with the congregation in the
sanctuary.
Looking ahead to next month,
Junior Congregation will meet on
March 14 and March 28.

Daytime Activity
Group

The Daytime Activity Group is
planning to try Whist on Tuesday,
February 3 at 12:30.
As the December and January get
togethers were canceled because of icy
roads, we are hoping the third time
will be a charm. We are meeting at
a member’s home for the time being.
for logistical reasons.
Please call Marilyn Greenspan at 4291675; or e-mail marlar10@comcast.net
if you would like to join us.
FornewsoftheMahJongggroup,please
call Sandi McCurdy at 881-5856; or email smccurdy1@comcast.net

To all those people in our community who are ill we wish you a
complete & speedy recovery
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Daily Minyan

Monday – Thursday
7:30 PM

Please help us make
a minyan in the
evenings.
Sundays can be arranged by
request, contact Rabbi Jon

Community

TIKKUN OLAM!

Simcha Club
Children whose
birthdays occur in the
month of February will
be honored at the Family Service
on Friday, February 6, at 7 PM.
A special birthday dessert will be
served to the children at the Oneg
Shabbat. We ask the parents (or
grandparents) to send a donation of
$9.00 per child to help defray the
cost of refreshments. Please make
checks payable to TBA Sisterhood
and send or drop them off at the
Temple office (mark the envelope
“Simcha Club”). Be sure to include
the names and birth dates of your
children. Donations are always
welcome and will be acknowledged
in the next bulletin.
We will celebrate the following
children: Aliyah Ader, Penelope
Bryant, Rebecca Fain, Eli Goodman,
Ilan Levine, Sophie Palmer, Jordan
Pelletier, Sarah Schulman, Benjamin
Tornberg, & Kassidy Workman. We
hope to see the birthday children
and their families on the 6th.
Thank you to Olga & Samuel Fain
for the donation for Jonah & Jacob’s
January birthday & Rebecca’s February birthday.

Amazon.com donations help support Temple Beth Abraham
Recently we started an affiliate
program with Amazon.com. For a
long time, Amazon has supported
non-profits through donations.
We have added an Amazon logo
link to our web site on the lower
right side of our home page. Every
purchase made on Amazon.com
after clicking on our Amazon link
results in a donation. There is no
cost to you whatsoever. You pay
what you would normally pay. You
can pay any way you wish.
It’s very simple and is an easy way to
help support Beth Abraham without spending any additional funds.
When you click on our Amazon link
you will be redirected to Amazon.
com where you can purchase from
a selection of millions of items.
The greater the volume of purchases, the greater the level of support Amazon provides to us. When
you are looking for gifts for loved
ones, purchasing books, gift cards,
electronics, sporting goods, clothing, groceries, or almost anything,
consider Amazon.
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Help feed the hungry at the Nashua
Soup Kitchen. Beth Abraham has
a regular volunteer spot on Tuesday mornings and they count on
us!! Help is needed through the
winter as some of our regulars will
be traveling to warm places.
Breakfast shift 6:30 AM - 9:30
AM. We cook and serve breakfast,
make coffee and bus tables. It’s early
for sure but fun! We need 4 people
each week. Currently we have Leon
Goldstein, Alan and Becky. Need 1
more now and then 2 in February
when Leon goes south.
Pantry shift 8:00 AM - 11:00
AM. Organize and sort the pantry
donations. Elaine and Buzz are there
every week, but 2 more could be
used for sure. When they travel Feb
25-March 11 the need increases!
Client shopper assist - 11:00
AM -2:00 PM. Help the clients
traverse the pantry and pick up their
groceries. Currently we have erratic
volunteers for this shift.
All shifts are flexible, but we think
3 hours is long enough.
Please contact Becky Green at greendocsnashua@gmail.com or 440-3445
if you can help!! Training is helpful,
especially for the breakfast gig.

Education and Programming

157th Anniversary of Eliezer Ben Yehuda
Father of Modern Hebrew
21st of Tevet, 5775
January 12, 2015
“January marked
the celebration of
“Hebrew Language
Day” which falls on
the date of birth of
Eliezer Ben-Yehuda,
Director of
the “reviver” of the
Education &
Hebrew language. Programming
The purpose of this Heidi N. Lovitz
day is to promote the
Hebrew language in Israel and around
the world. Repeatedly, during the
twentieth century there were attempts
to strengthen the status of the revived
Hebrew language in Israel.
After the establishment of the State,
many immigrants from all over the
world arrived in Israel. The population of Israel doubled within a few
years. This fast growth caused quite
a few difficulties in the absorption of
the new immigrants. Amongst the
many problems, was a lack of knowledge regarding the language and the
local culture. In order to reduce this
disparity, in 1954 the Government
initiated a campaign to strengthen
the knowledge of Hebrew amongst
the people. Special Hebrew courses
were opened for adults and posters
were designed that demonstrated

2013 Google Doodle honoring
Eliezar Ben Yehuda
words in Hebrew and the use of the
language in day-to-day life. (www.
zionistarchives.il.co)”
Eliezer Ben-Yehuda, an early
Zionist whose original name was
Perlmutter, was among the first to
advocate for the language to be used
in everyday life and not merely as a
language used for culture and intellectual discourse. And furthermore,
the use of the language among the
inhabitants of the Jewish state will
fuel the development of even more
Hebrew literature. But, the most
important thing that would come
about by the people who immigrated
to the land of Israel and began to use
the language, was that the language
would help to build the nation, a
national identity through a shared
language and spirituality.

Special events in the
spiritual journeys
of your family members
Capture the
moment!

(603) 397-0378
www.peterpowellphotography.com
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Today we continue to place an emphasis on Hebrew language in prayer
and in speech. It has long been a
priority in our educational program
that students learn to read, write,
have an understanding of and easily
use the Hebrew language. It connects us to each other here in New
Hampshire, in the United States and
across the world. Our students at
TBA are making significant advances
in their Hebrew skill in our new
Hebrew Lab using the Mitkadem
program. Many have passed not
one but two or three levels since the
beginning of the year and have a new
sense of confidence in their Hebrew
literacy. As we continue to assess
our curriculum and refine the way
we use this program we will work
toward even more fluency. This gift
of learning Hebrew is a Jewish life
skill that will take our children far.
		

Heidi N. Lovitz

		

director@tbanashua.org

		

(603) 883-9844

Education and Programming
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Community

Soup for the Soul
When someone is ill, injured, or
suffering from a loss, a small gesture by another person can make
a huge difference. Nothing is more
comforting than soup, especially
in this climate. Combining these
ideas is a new initiative called Soup
for the Soul.
It is a simple plan to connect willing members of our congregation
to other members who might be in
need of the comfort and sustenance
of soup.
How can you be a part of this? It
is easy:
1) S e n d m e a n e m a i l
(marshafeder@gmail.com)
and tell me that you would be
willing.

2) Next time you make soup (dairy
or pareve) put an extra jar or
two in your freezer.
3) When someone in your area is
referred, I will ask for volunteers to deliver some soup.
4) It is also helpful if you notify the
Temple office or me if you are
aware of someone who might
benefit from a soup delivery.
There will also be some opportunities for people to make soup together
in the Temple kitchen. The first of
these group cooking sessions will
be on February 15. (More info will
be coming)
Thanks for your help!
Marsha Feder
Chair, Chesed (Caring) Committee

It’s Time for

Temple Beth Abraham’s

Sunday, March 8, 2015
Immediately Following the
Purim Shpiel at 10am

Play Games • Win Prizes
Pie Throwing • Come in Costume!
Hamantashen!
Popcorn • Snacks • Cold drinks
Fun for all ages!
603.883.8184 • www.tbanashua.org
4 Raymond Street, Nashua
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Are You Ready
for the Next
International
Shabbat Dinner?
Friday, March 13 is the next date for
our series of internationally flavored
Shabbat dinners at Beth Abraham.
It is also a special musical Shabbat!
Come join in the celebration of food
and music. The nationality has not
been finalized but there are strong
rumors of either a Romanian or Indian
(don’t think curry and paneer) feast, of
course from a Jewish perspective. We
actually have some local congregants
with knowledge in each cuisine.
Come for dinner and then feel free
to stay and enjoy a special Kabbalat
Shabbat service and hear the unique
styling and stories of singer, actress,
songwriter and cantor Rosalie Gerut.
We’ll be looking for volunteers to
help shop, cook and set-up. more
details to follow. Look for a sign-up
form on the website in mid-February.
These Shabbat dinners have proven
to be popular events and seat 100
-120 people, so get ready to make
a reservation and enjoy a Shabbat
dinner with Beth Abraham friends.
If you have questions or would like
to volunteer contact Ben Freedman
or Helen Honorow or via e-mail.

Education

Adult Education and Programming

Come for any session or many! No previous background necessary
Torah Study with Rabbi Jon
Thursdays from 10:30 AM – 12:00 PM
We are studying the Wisdom books of the biblical Ketuvim (“Writings”), beginning with Kohelet
(Ecclesiastes)
Kabbalah with Eitan Zeira
Saturday, Feb. 21– 12:30 PM at Congregation Betenu
Pore over concepts from the Zohar,
the “Book of Splendor” that is the major source for Jewish mysticism
BABKA: Beth Abraham Book Klub Association
Wednesday, Feb. 4, at 8:00 PM
Adult Bar/Bat Mitzvah Seminar
Sundays, Feb. 1 and 8 at 9:45 AM with Rabbi Jon
Beginning Hebrew class with Sharon Spivak at 11:00 AM
Avodah She-balev: Service in the Heart
Meditation with Laura Hegfield
Wednesdays, Feb. 11 & 25, 9:30 – 10:30 AM
Explore the wealth of wisdom and inspiration of the traditional Siddur (prayerbook) from the
perspective of an attentive, devotional heart. There is generally a personal teaching, chanting,
mindfulness meditation with instructions as needed, and twenty minutes of silent meditation.
Tu Bishevat Seder – February 3, 6:30 PM
Shabbat Afternoon Lunch and Learn
Gender, Kippah, and Tallit, Continued
Saturday, Feb. 7
We continue a conversation we began last spring when we heard from a panel including Heidi
Lovitz, Shirley Lelchuk, and Noreen Leibson. What does egalitarianism mean at this point in
the history of Judaism and our movement? Should women, particularly young women coming
of age today, be expected to wear kippah and tallit? Should it be optional?

rabbijon.net – Jewish Learning That’s Always Available
• Read recent and past High Holy Day and Shabbat sermons
• Podcasts and writings on Torah, ethics and Jewish topics of contemporary interest – also at iTunes (look
up Rabbi Jon)
• Up-to-date analysis about Israel – also on Twitter (@TBARav)
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Fundraising

Mishlo'ah Manot
Temple Beth Abraham Religious School continues the “Mishlo’ah
Manot” tradition, which means “sending gifts.” This Purim custom
expresses joy over the victory of Esther, who frustrated Haman’s plot to
annihilate the Persian Jewish community in the 5th century. Send a gift
basket of homemade Hamantashen, sweets, treats and a few new
surprises to your friends and family in the
congregation. (Baskets for noncongregants may be picked up and
delivered by the purchaser).
Please note that each family will receive one basket, with
a card listing all those thoughtful individuals who made a
donation on their behalf. It is a mitzvah, and a wonderful way
to support the religious school! With online ordering through
TBA Religious School, it is easier than ever!

The baskets will be delivered on March 8.
✡ 1 – 6 Baskets are $9 each
✡ 7+ Baskets are $7 each.
OR

✡ For $138 (up to 18 names specified), your name will be listed on the cards to all
congregants receiving a basket. Any additional names will be charged at $7 per basket.
✡ For $180 (up to 30 names specified), your name will be listed on the cards to all
congregants receiving a basket.
ON LINE ORDERS CAN BE COMPLETED THROUGH
ShulCloud
If you prefer a paper order form, please use the attached form. Checks are payable to
Temple Beth Abraham Religious School. Please return the completed form found on
the reverse side of this flyer by February 27th.
Otherwise you will be receiving a LOGIN-CODE in the mail soon so you
can order all your baskets on line! For more information, call 883-9844.
ALL BASKET ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED NO LATER THAN February 27 th
(We cannot guarantee delivery for late orders)
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Fundraising

Order Form for Purim Baskets
Ordering options:

1 - 6 Baskets for $9.00 each _____

7+ Baskets for $7 each _____Card(s) (no basket) to out of town $3/each = _

OR
_________For $138.00 your name will be listed on the cards to any congregants who will
be receiving a basket (18 baskets).
_________For $180 your name will be listed on the cards to any congregants who will be
receiving a basket (30 baskets)
_________ # of additional Non-Congregant Baskets at $9 each = _________

Names and complete addresses must accompany all card orders
Name and address:

Name and address:

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

Name and address:

Name and address:

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

Name and address:

Name and address:

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

Name and address:

Name and address:

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

Name and address:

Name and address:

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________
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Organizations

SISTERHOOD NEWS
Save these Dates …
Do you remember when there was
only one type of wine available for
Passover?
Now we have many choices, but
which will you serve at your sedar?
Join us on Saturday evening,
March 21 for a Tasting of Kosher
for Passover Wines.
We have an exciting, informative
program planned. You will have an
opportunity to sample a variety of
wines and decide which you would
like to serve. Enjoy delicious hors
d’oeuvres and desserts that are Ko-

sher for Passover. Recipes for these
treats will be available, so you can
prepare them for your own sedar.
Spouses, significant others, friends
and children who are over 21 are
invited to join us. The cost for this
program will be $10 per person,
$18 per couple.
Please RSVP by March 16 to:
Carol K at cakaplan@hotmail.
com, or call (603) 860 4163, or
Carol M. C. at carolmanncohen@
gmail.com, or call (603) 216 2849

Shop, Snack
and Support an
Important Cause
Join us onThursday,
March 26 at Beckonings
for an evening of shopping,
delicious snacks
and socializing. Wonderful
gift ideas, clothing
and Judaic items in
preparation for Passover
while while supporting
Torah Fund and
Women’s League for
Conservative Judaism.
A portion of your purchases
will be donated to Torah
Fund
Beckonings at 6:00 PM
221 Main Street, Nashua
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Additional Sisterhood
Programs
On Sunday, April 12 Fran Addison
will present a fascinating, informative program exploring Jewish ceremonial pieces that we use in our
homes. This program is sponsored
by Sisterhood and the Life Long
Learning Committee.
On Sunday, May 17 you are invited to the Shalom Israel Street Festival. It will be on Yom Yerushalaim
(Jerusalem Day) and the theme will
be Jerusalem.

Organization and Education

Men’s Club to Hold Annual Children’s Breakfast
The Southern NH Men’s Club will
kick off its doubleheader month
March the 1st, when we will host
our annual Children’s breakfast. We
are pleased to announce that the
Mad Scientist will join us to captivate and enlighten kids of all ages.
In this Up, Up and Away themed
presentation, our Mad Scientist
will teach us about the many uses
of that much misunderstood state
of matter, gas. Volunteers from the
audience will attempt to pull apart
the amazing Magdeburg sphere,

launch a hot air balloon, and use
Papa vortex to put out a candelabrum. This event concludes with a
ride on the Mad Science Hovercraft
for a lucky volunteer!
As always, we will have a kid
friendly menu featuring waffles,
eggs and potatoes, bagels, lox and
all the fixings. This breakfast is free
for the kids, $5.00 for members
and their spouses and $10.00 for
non-members. So gather up the
kinderlach and join us for a morning
of great food, conversation and en-

tertainment. For planning purposes,
your RSVP is always appreciated at
breakfastrsvp@snhjmc.org.
We will close the month with a
breakfast on March 2. More details
will follow in next months bulletin.
For information on the Men’s Club
and all our events, please visit our
website, snhjmc.org or find and
follow us on facebook.

Gan Katan
2015

Introducing Young Children to Jewish Culture and Learning
Parents and Students Participate Together ✡ Connect to New Families and Friends
A Fun and Engaging Cooperative Jewish Education Program For Parents and Preschoolers (ages 3 & 4 years old)
Classes Meet Two Times a Month from 10:00 – 11:30 AM
Optional Tefillot (prayer service) with Sunday school children at 9:45 AM
Curriculum Includes
Music, Jewish Values, Holidays, Crafts, Games, Symbols
Parent Education with Heidi Lovitz, Director of Education and Programming

February 1 – Tu B’shevat • February 8 – Purim
March 8 - Congregational Purim Celebration
March 15 – Passover
Tuition: $90 (first child) $70 (additional children)

For more information and Registration Form please contact Heidi Lovitz at (603) 883-9844 or
director@tbanashua.org

Celebrate a Simcha
Purchase a Leaf on our Tree of Life

• Bar and Bat Mitzvahs • Births • Graduations • Weddings •
Anniversaries • Honors
• Special Birthdays • Best Wishes & Congratulations

6 Mountain Laurels Dr. ~ Nashua, NH 03062
603.888.9000 ~ www.skymeadow.com

The cost to purchase a leaf is $225.
Leaves may be inscribed in English, Hebrew or both.

Sky Meadow is the perfect facility to host your Bar or Bat
Mitzvah, Wedding, Golf outing or even a Corporate event. You
do not have to be a member, so please call or email for further
information.

For more information, or to purchase a leaf, please
call 883-8184 or office@tba.mv.com
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Jewish World

The Tragedies in Paris and Baga
Michael Harris, January, 2015

Paris is a grand city of western
culture in Europe. Baga is a small
fishing village on Lake Chad in north
eastern Nigeria. Both were subject to
attacks at the same time by what are
commonly characterized as Islamic
Jihadists. The world rose up in solidarity in support of the 12 journalists
who were mercilessly killed during
their editorial meeting in Paris.
A few days later four people were
killed while shopping for Shabbat
in a kosher market. Prime ministers
assembled. Demonstrations and
rallies of support were held in major
world cities. ‘Je suis Charlie’ became
the rallying cry. This in support of
the right of the murdered journalists
to print their hateful, demeaning
and vulgar version of journalism,
which though perhaps not fit to
print in respectful society, does not
justify murder. The attack in Baga
was less flamboyant but much more
deadly. The so called Jihadis killed
many in the town and pursued those
who fled to the bush killing them
methodically. Possibly up to 2,000
were murdered in Baga. A couple
of days later 20 were murdered and
many wounded while shopping in
the market in the nearby city of
Maiduguri.
It is tempting to view the Islamic
Jihadi movement in religious terms
or as a cultural war of the world of
Islam against ‘the west’. This is so
because we pay such attention to
the cleverly orchestrated, flamboyant attacks in the west aimed to rile
us up. These attacks, while horrific
and headline grabbing, represent

a miniscule portion of the ‘Jihadi’
attacks. The people in Baga are/were
Muslims, as are the people in Maiduguri. This is also not the case in
Pakistan where 150 young girls were
recently murdered at school. These
victims were Muslims as well. Some
point to the theological disputes
between Shia and Sunni branches
of Islam as is sometimes the case
as in Syria but of course both the
Kurds and the Jihadis they are fighting there are Sunni. Some point to
Islam as fostering violence and point
to Islamic scripture to back up their
claim. Such scripture can be found,
as it can be found in our holy writings and Christian texts. But all three
also have texts exhorting followers
to charity, mercy and acts of loving
kindness. One can frequently hear
Muslim leaders saying of the Jihadi
attacks, ‘This is not us.’
So, if it is hard to wrap the Islamic
Jihadi cloak around a culture war
with western civilization, the Shia/
Sunni dispute does not provide an
adequate explanation and Islamic
leaders disavow the theological explanation; how is one to understand
the Islamic Jihadi phenomenon? It
doesn’t really fit the nationalistic
explanation such as what afflicted
Europe in the 100 years following
1848. (Although the Arab spring
does bear some resemblance to the
European spring of that year.) People
who band together under the Jihadi
banner notoriously come from diverse countries and backgrounds.
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Are there perhaps other historical parallels to an internationalist
movement exhorting the oppressed
classes to rise up, topple oppressor
regimes and establish a dictatorship?
One in which the ends justify the
means and random acts of violence
are justified? One in which the core
of committed followers brutally rule
over the ‘common’ people and execute members of the previous elites?
There does seem to be some parallel
to the Communist International of
the first half of the 20th century in
Europe. Rather than using a distorted view of Marxian philosophy
our contemporary internationalists
wrap their movement in a distorted
Islamic theology. Rather than a dictatorship of the proletariat, a pseudo
Islamic caliphate. No national
boundaries. Each group claiming
the banner of purity of their vision.
Societal mayhem, masses of starving refugees in their own countries,
organized brutality and thievery are
characteristic in both cases. And
yes an occasional foray into Paris,
London and New York.
It does seem like the world is in a
conflict but not in a clash of civilizations or in a religious war. This time
it is the Islamic Jihadi International
which needs to be contained and
suppressed until it is overcome by
the hopes and aspirations of those
it would rule.

Education and Programming
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Your
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Connection!

Brought to you by the Lifelong Learning Committee
Written by Linda S Trapasso

L’Chaim!

Wine is part of Jewish life. We make Kiddush over wine on Shabbat and holidays, not once, but twice. The Havdalah
prayer is said over wine. For the Pesach seder, we drink four cups of wine. To be happy with the Torah, we drink
on Simchat Torah. And for Purim, we are to be drink enough so that we can’t tell the difference between “blessed is
Mordechai and cursed is Haman” (Meggilah, 7b).
Jews have additional links to alcohol. In Yankel’s Tavern: Jews, Liquor & Life in the Kingdom of Poland, Glenn Dynner examines the Polish Jewish tavernkeeper in the Kingdom of
Poland. In the 1700s, Jews could not own land there, but they could run businesses, such
as taverns. Moment magazine offers a glimpse into the life of Jewish tavernkeepers with an
interview with Glenn Dynner. Another article on this book is at the Jewish Review of Books.
The Jewish Review notes that many Jewish immigrants who came to the shores of America
went into the liquor businesses of their European forebears (see Marni Davis’ study, Jews and Booze, which documents the
disproportionate role of American Jews during prohibition). Tablet magazine also reviews Dynner’s book and suggests that
the Jewish liquor legacy has been forgotten. A description of Jewish life during America’s Prohibition is at the Jewish Daily
Forward, which provides a review of Ken Burns’ documentary Prohibition. All of these offer a unique slice of Jewish history.
We say “L’Chaim!” when we make a toast at a simcha. At Orthodox events, there is usually a table full of fine
whiskeys and liqueurs. But saying L’Chaim over hard liquor is not an authentic Jewish custom. However, making
Kiddush and using wine for sanctity is a Jewish custom.
Just like wine, hard liquor should be kosher. Check out these Web sites for details:
· Is It Kosher? at kosherquest.com · Choosing a Kosher Liquor at the Jewish Chronicle
· Kosher Liquor and Spirits at everything2 · Looking through the Liquor Glass at
Star-K Online · Hard Truths about Hard Liquor at Jewish Action
So what, exactly, is the Jewish opinion on alcohol consumption?
·

Rabbi Wein offers a historical perspective in Alcohol and the Jews

·

Chabad.org also weighs in with What is Judaism’s take on alcohol consumption?

· MyJewishLearning.com looks at Drinking on Purim
According to Rabbi Levi Brackman at Ynetnews:
Serving G-d with joy is a biblical precept (Deuteronomy, 28:47) and most major Jewish sages from throughout
the ages have accepted that this cannot be done when inebriated. Nonetheless Judaism believes that a small amount
of alcohol can augment our service of G-d. The difference between Judaism and other religions, in this regard, is
that our religion gives us the responsibility of moderating our own alcohol consumption. This is a trustworthiness
that must be cherished and never abused.
If you are interested in some modern cocktails with a Jewish perspective, look here:
· Drinks at Chabad.org
· Off the Plate and Into the Bar Glass at the Jewish Daily Forward
· Drinks at Joy of Kosher
There is a boom of beer breweries in Israel, just as we have here in America, as described in this article at
the Tablet. And one family is reviving their family’s Moroccan Fig Liquor. If Manischewitz wine brings
back memories for you, then you’ll enjoy the essay How I Learned to Drink at the Tablet.
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Yom HaShoah Observance at Rivier University in Nashua
Thursday, April 16 at 7 PM
Dion Center Reception Room on Clement Street
Featured speaker:
Rolf E. Schütte, Consul General of Germany
to the New England States
• The Holocaust’s role in the identity of today’s Germans
• Relations between Germans and Jews
• Relations between Germany and Israel
Rolf E. Schütte has been the German Consul General for the New England States in Boston
since August 2012. Former diplomatic assignments abroad took him to Moscow, Tel Aviv, and
the United Nations in New York, Rome, and San Francisco. Previously, he held several positions
in the German Foreign Office in Bonn and Berlin, including an assignment as Deputy Director for
Middle East Affairs.
During a sabbatical, Mr. Schütte spent a few months as a visiting scholar at the American Jewish
Committee headquarters in New York working on a publication about German-Jewish relations,
a subject which is very personal to him, and one in which he gives many talks. Mr Schütte spoke
at the 2012 Yom Ha’Shoah observance at Faneuil Hall in Boston.
A question-and-answer session and a candle-lighting ceremony memorializing the victims of the
Holocaust will follow the presentation.
The program is free and open to the public. For
more information, contact Sheryl Rich-Kern at
603-881-7264, or email at sherylrichkern@mac.
com.

Early appointments available for
Bar/Bat-Mitzvah’s or Weddings.
Offering Color, Cutting, Styling, Keritan
Smoothing Treatments, Facials,
Face & Body Waxing, Eye Brow
Threading, Pedicures and Manicures.
Bring this ad to receive 10% off any
service.
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February 20 & 21
During Friday evening and Saturday morning services,
Memorial prayers will be recited for the following:
Febuary 6 & 7

Diana Levy, mother of Philip M. Levy
Irene Brother, mother of Carol Gelman
Rachel Schiff, mother of Howard F. Schiff
Rose Etscovitz, mother of Laura Horowitz
Jennie Zavotsky, great-grandmother of Jonathan
Spira-Savett
Jim Hazard, father of Robert Hazard
Lillian Feldman, mother of Gary Feldman
Morris Kozak, father of Diane Toth
Maureen Sacks, mother of David L. Sacks
Philip Ackerman, husband of Ann Ackerman
Dora Yezersky, aunt of Shirley Lelchuk
Raymond Aisner, father of Claudia Haime
Regina Little, mother of Henrietta Freedman
Barbara Droutman, mother of Andrew Droutman
Rose Silver, mother of Israel Silver
Abraham Tubin, father of Barbara Garnick and
grandfather of Kevin Garnick & Darren Garnick
Elias Brody, father of Bernard Brody
Abe Malin, father of Howard F. Malin
Douglas Goff, brother of Allison Sharpe
Louis Brooks, grandfather of Mark Ferman
Rae Roth, mother of David Roth
Walter Mildenberg, father of Les Mildenberg
Gertrude Gladstone
Jacob Wolfson
Jacob Israel Berzets
Jacob C. Mandelson
Miriam Gittel Simon Bruce Retchin
Lillian E. Rudnick Isaacson
Max Garden Samuel Davis Ida Lukatsky
Edith Marcks Benjamin Price David C. Davis

Theodore Levine, father of Mark Levine & Jeffrey Levine
Paul L. Levine, Esq., cousin of Mark Levine & Jeff Levine
Edith Ellenson, mother of Sandra McCurdy
Eva Freedman, mother-in-law of Yvonne Freedman
Helen Kraus, mother of Ann Fabian
Mary Freedman, mother-in-law of Henrietta Freedman
Pat Berger, grandmother of Jason Himmelstein
Ruth Teague, mother of Sandie Leonard
Neilan Brody, brother of Bernard Brody
Sandra Zedeck, mother of Steven Zedeck
Harry Freedman, father-in-law of Yvonne Freedman
Sylvia Cheifetz, mother of Gina Vega
David Landsman, father of Jeanette Chasin
Fred Berkowitz, uncle of Howard Berke
Maurice Franks, father of Paul Franks
Dorothy Goldberg, mother of Sandee Goldberg
Hannah Yakir Weiner, mother of Ruth Harris
Eva Kuriloff
Mary Gould
Esther Kohn
Samuel Kessler Harry Goldsteen Rose Weisman
February 13 & 14
Harry Waldman, father of Naomi Steinberg and
Leonard Waldman
Peter Schoen, cousin of Karl Schenker
Bernice Gordon Cohen, mother of Cindy Burrows
Florence Marx Brody, mother of Bernard Brody
Frank Sack, father of Lynn Schenker
Minnie Weisman, mother of Harold Weisman
Ann Herman Ostrow, mother of Jerard Herman
Moshe Aaron Lachavitsky
Samuel Blumberg
Rachel Leah Berzets Janet M. Schuster
Morris Isaacson
Jessie Kessler
Feiga Zubritskaya
Samuel Harris
Bernard Berkowitz

February 27 & 28
Albert M. Kaplan, husband of Tobey Kaplan and
father of Cheryl Franchi
Norman Feder, husband of Helen Feder and father of
Robert Feder
Edith Stanger, mother of Ida Stanger
Estelle M. Kahn, mother of Laura Kahn
Itzhak Weiner, father of Ruth Harris
Samuel Freedman, brother-in-law of Henrietta Freedman
John Thibeault, brother of Carol Gorelick
Klara Schmatnik, mother-in-law of Reghina Scharf
Morris Sobelsohn, grandfather of Alan Green
Sandra Wolpert Trapasso, sister-in-law of Linda Trapasso
Charles Abramson, father of Jerold Abramson

85

(Continued on the following page …)
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We Gratefully Acknowledge
Your Contributions

( Yahrzeits - February 27 & 28 continued …)

Jerome M. Kaplan, husband of Carol Kaplan
Myra Elaine Sack, mother of Barry Sack
Samuel Silver, father of Israel Silver
Nathan Cheifetz, father of Gina Vega
Samuel Froum, grandfather of Nathan Kamensky
Samuel Malkin, father-in-law of Donna Malkin
Sumner Stern, father of David Stern
Mark Zuroff, brother-in-law of Shari Zedeck
Max Snapper, father of Lewis Snapper
Sumner Foster, father of Joseph Foster
Elcy Poskanzer, mother of Elaine Brody
Lotte Leah Romer, mother of Hyman Romer
Rebecca Freedman, great grandmother of Steven Haime
Rita Yelgin, mother of Louis A. Yelgin
Feiga Zoubritskaya Dorothy Baer Ida Liffman
Sumner Gladstone Bernard Rosen Dolly Fischman

General Fund

Donors	

Betty Friedman
Judy & Steven Goldstein
Judy & Steven Goldstein
Judy & Steven Goldstein

In Honor of

Avis & Harris Greenstone
Rich Shapiro
Rich Shapiro
Diane Toth &

Ruth Harris
Ronni Karlsberg
Marsha Geyer
Shirley Lelchuk’s new great
grandson
Ronni Karlsberg
Marsha Geyer
Barry Heller
family Ronni Karlsberg

Shirley Lelchuk
Joyce Pearson
Robert Weisman

Sheldon Silverstein
parents Sidney & Jean Fisher
in appreciation

Donors	

In Memory of

Donations in Loving Memory of
Martin Sack

Yahrzeit Donations

Joyce Pearson for parents, Sidney & Jean Fisher
Mitch Wolper for parents, Rose & Morris Wolper
Rich Shapiro for aunt, Tillie Shapiro
Stan Juda for mother, Esther Juda
Robert Weisman for father, Joseph Weisman & sister,
Bessie Weisman
Carol Gorelick for mother, Beverly Thibeault &
sister-in-law, Randi Thibeault
Don Gorelick for mother, Bea Gorelick & chidren’s
grandmother, Lillian Schwartz
Mark Berger for mother, Edith Berger
Karl Schenker for mother, Herta Schenker & grandfathers, Avrom Shlomo Schenker & Rudolf Leitner
& uncles, Felix Schenker & Ernst Katzenstein
Lynn & Karl Schenker for son, Jason Schenker
David Deifik for father, Max Deifik
Mark Levine for grandfather, Morris Levine
Ronnie Goldstein for father, Harold Israel Hurwitz
Dotty Silber for mother, Sophie Andler
Sandy Geyer for father, Milton Geyer
Judith Berger for mother, Mae Davis Soroken
David Kosofsky for father, Jerry Kosofsky
Enrique Sernik for father, Guillermo Sernik
Debbie Waldman for brother, Steven Goodman
Wendy Kolopsky for mother, Leonora Kovler
Randy Cohen for father, Jordan Cohen &
grandfather, Morris Wigrizer
Tamara Freeman for great grandmother, Rozalia
Dubrovinski
Myra Krulik for mother, Rose G. Cohen

Diane Toth
Shirley Lelchuk
Lisa Bonneau & Family

Judy & Steven Goldstein
Stephanie & Mike Rosenblum

Elaine & Buzz Brody
Merle & David Friedenberg
Stephanie & Mike Rosenblum
Albee Budnitz
Barry Sack
Darlene & Charles
Phyllis & Jeff Adams

in appreciation
in appreciation
in appreciation
in appreciation		
in appreciation		
in appreciation
in honor of the wedding of
Elisheva Alexander &
Gavfriel Mayerhoff

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

Pastor Family Fund
Donors
Tina deMeza & Mike Solon

In Memory of 		
Bernard Pastor

Jason Schenker Fund
Donors	

Neil & Ilana Plain

(Continued on the following page …)
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In Memory of
Jason Schenker

Community
( Yahrzeit Donations continued …)

Fern Getto for father, Harry Matzkin
Marilyn Rosen for father, Harry Rosen
Leila Kupper for father, Charles. I. Winograd
Steven Goldstein for father, Morris Goldstein
Harris Greenstone for father, Julius Greenstone
Stanley Pollack for father, Max Pollack
Paul Franks for brother, David Franks, and parents,
Maurice & Dorothy Franks
Betsy Franks for parents, Dorothy and Rosario Grasso
Lillian Kessler for father, Harry Gordon
Harold Weisman for father, Charles Weisman
Evelyn Sheffres for husband, Ezra Sheffres
Bruce Dorner for mother, Sybil Dorner
Susan Schiff for father, Louis Fischman
Irene Nagler for mother, Helen Nagler
Harry Haymes for son, Gary Hamburger
Leon Goldstein for father, Benjamin Goldstein and
brother, Rudy Goldstein
Leonard Shapiro for mother Hannah Shapiro
Steve Zedeck for mother, Sandra Zedeck &
grandmother, Esther Levinsky
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Opinions

Temple Beth Abraham
Nashua, NH

Tu B’shevat Seder
February 3, 2015
at 6:30 p.m.

Cost: $5.00 per person
The entire congregation is invited to beat the winter and celebrate the New Year of

Trees with the traditional Tu B’shevat Seder. During the seder, we join as a community,
we eat special fruits and nuts, and we reflect on the importance of nature to ourselves

and our tradition. The seder will be led by members of our community, Heidi Lovitz and
Rabbi Jon.

If you have never joined us for this celebration… give it a try this year!

Please RSVP to the Synagogue Office (603)883-9844 or office@tbanashua.org,
return the form below

or register and pay online by
January 27, 2015

[INSERT LINK HERE]
Questions or for more information – contact Heidi Lovitz,

Director of Education and Programming director@tbanashua.org or (603)883-9844

6:30 p.m,

Temple Beth Abraham Tu B’shevat Seder – February 3, 2015

WE WILL BE PLANTING TREE, FLOWERS AND CLEANI

Name:___________________________________________NumberAttending_______________
Amount Enclosed:_______________________Phone Number:___________________________
Yes, I would love to help! Please call me!!
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