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Shabbat All Day – Saturday, February 8

Experience Shabbat as a whole day of rest, celebration, learning
and community!

See inside for details …
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Join Me: Building Real Equality

About sixteen
years ago, I had
an experience that
made me realize
that “a world of
equality” was a
far more difficult Rabbi Spira-Savett
dream than I ever imagined.

Through my career, I have had the
great fortune of always working in
jobs where I could pursue from day
to day some aspect of a big, idealistic dream. My first position, out
of rabbinical school, was at a very
new Jewish high school. Within a
couple years, I was not only teaching
Torah and Jewish history, but also
creating new academic programs on
American history and society. I was
developing what I humbly thought

“The more help a
person has in his
garden, the less it
belongs to him.”, W.
H. Davies

was the best-ever approach to high
school community service.

It was all in my hands, at my design:
Jewish and secular studies, volunteer
experiences, all staffed and guided
by terrific educators. Then one day,
we took our tenth grade to the giant food pantry warehouse, for a
morning of sorting and packing.
I can still see in my mind some of
our great students whizzing across
the warehouse in grocery carts. I
made a note to myself: Something
is missing. So I invited someone
from the organization to come and
talk at school about hunger in our
community.
That didn’t go well either. One of
our most politically engaged stu-

What’s in a Garden?

President

“Yet the wonder of Lisa Bonneau
it all is that, while
engaged in a seemingly endless
struggle, the Israelis have managed
to turn a desert into a garden.”,
George Ball
Tu B’Shevat, the 15th of Shevat on
the Jewish calendar, was celebrated
this year on January 16, 2014. This is
the day that marks the beginning of a
“new year”
for trees
and we
celebrate
it by eating fruit.

In the Land of Israel the trees are
blossoming. We live in New Hampshire, and with all our cold weather,
all we see is snow and bare branches.
But Tu B’Shvat is an opportune time
to celebrate how eating and enjoying
the fruits of trees can be a bridge to
God, and how it can bring back the
blessing to the earth.

I was recently reading how many
synagogues and churches create Bible gardens. Some have enlisted the
assistance of different clubs, even applied for and received grants. Some
of these gardens commemorate
someone special, some are created
for peaceful mediation, and some
are to grow fruits and vegetables
for places like the soup kitchen.
One synagogue enlisted the help
of one of their members who was a
landscape architect and implement-

dents, the one always volunteering,
who was always in the thick of Torah
discussions and Social Studies.....
she raised her hand and went on a
diatribe about people too lazy or irresponsible to hold a job or save their
money for a rainy day. Our speaker
was no match for the imagination
of my student, who found a way to
interpret every stat or story that the
speaker could present in light of her
preconceptions.
It took me a little time, but I
pinpointed what was missing: real
interactions. Not at arm’s length, not
stories, but up close. I went back to
Rabbi Moses Maimonides’ famous
“ladder of tzedakah”, his eight levels
of giving. In light of my failures, I
(Continued on the following page …)

ed a garden. The
garden contains many
plants,
bushes and trees that are native to
Israel. They also set aside a small
plot where the religious school students can plant edible vegetables or
crops. It is also a place where people
can sit and enjoy the garden. The
work and plants were purchased by
donations and they have set up a
small fund so that they will be able
to continue maintaining the garden.
I personally think it’s a great way
for both adults and children to
work together on a project that can
benefit the synagogue and community. We thank Richard who does
a wonderful job, as you can see by
(Continued on the following page …)

Join Me: Building Real Equality continued …

realized that his highest level wasn’t
about money, it was about what happens when a dynamic that begins in
pity and charity finally converts to a
human relationship. That is where
equality happens in a society, and
it’s the only place.
Moving from the big cities where
I’ve lived to Greater Nashua, I am
astounded by how much the segregation of New York City is here too,
miniaturized. There are certain neighborhoods where I don’t know anyone,
where the only relationships I have are
through a business I patronize or an
organization where we volunteer or
donate. There can’t be equality, and
there can’t be any lasting solutions to
poverty in our community, without
real interactions.
So I want to invite you to a pilot
project that the Nashua Area Interfaith Council is undertaking this
winter and spring. Call it “One
Community, Starting Now.” On
eight Sunday afternoons, beginning

February 9 we are convening a group
of twenty-four citizens. Half from
our relatively well-off congregations,
half from the alumni of educational
and transitional housing programs
in our community.
The seminars will not involve half
the group helping the other half.
Instead, this will be a leadership
skill-building program. Every participant will learn some basic tools,
and will identify an issue of personal
importance to talk about, get others’
thoughts about, and take action on.
The group will move toward picking one community issue to learn
about, and perhaps initiate action
on together.
As much as anything, this seminar
is a chance to see what happens when
we break the barrier of wealth and
class, and remove the traditional
dynamic of helping. What kind
of relationships and what kind of
community can begin? What kind
of equality happens? What will make

people uncomfortable, and how will
we work through that?
It’s my conviction, and that of
the whole Nashua Area Interfaith
Council, that without this kind
of equality, we can never really
attack the problems of poverty in
our community. Community itself
is the missing ingredient, and the
congregations of all faiths are the
ones who can lead the way.
If you are interested in participating
in this group, please let me know.
I have high hopes. My student of
sixteen years ago is now a doctoral
student, looking for enduring solutions for urban school districts. I’m
hoping this year to make good on
the things I started to realize sixteen
years ago.
			

L’shalom,

			

Rabbi Jon

What’s in a Garden? continued …

the beautiful colorful plants each
season. For those of you interested
in a Bible garden, there are many
websites you can check. If you have
questions or wish to explore further
and maybe gather a few people to
look into a bible garden at Temple
Beth Abraham, feel free to contact
me at president@tbanashua.org.
Happy winter and I hope
yo u e n j oye d Tu B ’ Sh e va t .
		

B’yedidut (In Friendship),

		

Lisa

Save the Date:
Monday, April 28 at 7PM
Yom HaShoah observance at Rivier University in
Nashua
Featured speaker: Thomas Doherty, author of
Hollywood and Hitler: 1933-1939
Brandeis professor, author and historian Thomas Doherty
will discuss the Third Reich’s influence on Hollywood and
how Jewish and non-Jewish movie moguls responded to the
rising threat of Nazism during the 1930s.
For more information, contact Sheryl Rich-Kern at
sherylrichkern@myfairpoint.net.

Community

Community News

Best Wishes to:
• Abner Taub & Liliane Sznycer
on the birth of granddaughter,
Vera
• Bette & Elliot Lasky on the
birth of granddaughter, Sadie
• Ellie Schwartz & Bruce Labitt
on the engagement of daughter,
Rachael to Avner Finberg
• Amy & Jerry Manheim on the
birth of grandson, Henry Joseph
Manheim
• Sandie & Seth Leonard on the
birth of granddaughter, Stella
Luna Leonard
Condolences to:
• Carol Gorelick and family on
the loss of her beloved mother,
Beverly Thibeault
To all those people in our community who are ill we wish you
a complete & speedy recovery.

February 5 &
February 18
9:30 - 10:45 AM
Avodah Shebalev –
Devotion of the
Heart

Morning Prayer Circle Led
by Laura Hegfield
Drawn from the wealth of wisdom
and inspiration found in Birchot
Hashachar, the preliminary morning
prayers and Psukei D’zimra, the Songs
of Praise section of our traditional
prayers and psalms that follow through
to the Shema, the series will be an opportunity to connect as a kehillah kedosha, holy community, to learn about
our own habits of body, mind, heart
and soul, to devote ourselves to avodah
shebalev, service, or devotion of the
heart in relation to Hashem, and this
miraculous world we live in and tend.

DAYTIME
ACTIVITY GROUP

The Daytime Activity Group meets
on the second Tuesday of each
month at 12:30 at Temple Beth
Abraham.
We will be having an absorbing
simple art project at our meeting on
February 11. No talent is needed
for this pleasing and meditative
activity. For more info, please call
Marilyn Greenspan, 429-1675 or
email marlar10@comcast.net
On tap for March 11 is a PG rated
human interest film, “Fill the Void”.
Teenaged Shira is looking forward to
the arranged marriage decided by the
elders in her Orthodox community.
This falls apart when her sister dies
in child birth.
Mah Jonggh players welcomed
by this newly formed group. Days
and times to be decided. If you are
interested in joining this group,
please contact Sandy McCurdy:
881-5856; email: smccurdy1@
comcast.net.
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Egyptian Shabbat Dinner Friday, February 7

Our upcoming Shabbat feast is well
beyond the planning stages. The menu
will include;
Appetizers of, Beef & Potato Burekas,
Tabbouleh, a Fava Bean Dip and cutup vegetables.
Lemon Soup with Chicken and Garlic
as well as a Beet Salad and an Eggplant,
Tomato and Garlic salad will be served.
Entrees consist of White Bean Fasulia,
Roasted Chicken and Egyptian Fried
Potatoes, Rice with Lentils & Onions
and Chickpeas with Swiss Chard.
A light Dessert of Date Cookies will
finish our meal.

Most of the food will be freshly
made in the Beth Abraham kitchen,
reservations are mandatory for purchasing and food preparation.
The last event was enjoyed by over
70 people, space is limited so make
your reservations online or by calling the office at 883-8184. $14 per
adult, $7 per child , $45 family max.
A 6:00 PM children’s service will be
held before dinner with a traditional
service following at 8:00 PM.
Volunteers are always welcome for
food preparation & set-up, let the
office know or use the form on the
website as to your availability.

Services and Community

February Service
Schedule

Shabbat All Day – Saturday, February 8

Services are held every Friday evening at 8:00 PM (unless otherwise
noted and every Saturday at 9:30 AM.

Services and Learning in the Morning

SPECIAL EVENT SERVICES
February 1
Vav Class Shabbat
February 7
Children’s Service 6:00 PM

Experience Shabbat as a whole day of rest, celebration,
learning and community!

9:00 Rabbi Jon’s Tish – singing and discussion in the Gallery
9:30 Sanctuary Service * Exploring Prayer with Noreen
Leibson * Meditation with Laura Hegfield
Babysitting begins
10:30 Torah Reading in Sanctuary

Shabbat Services 8:00 PM

Kiddush Lunch for Congregation

February 8
Junior Congregation & Shabbat
Shlaymah

Learning and Relaxing in the Afternoon
12:45 Ruach (Jewish spirit and singing), Learning and
Discussion

Kiddush Sponsors
February 1
Vav class parents & Religious
School

Simcha Club

Children whose birthdays occur
in the month of February will be
honored at services on Saturday,
February 8th (please note change
in day). A special birthday dessert
will be served to the children at the
Kiddush following services. We ask
the parents (or grandparents) to send
a donation of $9.00 per child to
help defray the cost of refreshments.
Please make checks payable to TBA
Sisterhood and send or drop them
off at the Temple office (mark the
envelope “Simcha Club”). Be sure to
include the names and birth dates of
your children. Donations are always
welcome and will be acknowledged
in the next bulletin.
We will be celebrating the birthdays
of Aliyah Ader, Penelope Bryant,
Eli Goodman, Ilan Levine, Sophie
Palmer, Jordan Pelletier, Benjamin
Tornberg, and Kassidy Workman
at services on the 8th . Hope to see
you there.

2:00 – 4:00 Free time
Study Torah * Sing * Board Games * Walk/Hike Toward the River
* Read/Hang Out * Teen Activities
There will be special activities for children
4:30 Mincha – Short afternoon service in Chapel
5:00 S’eudah Shlishit – the mystical “Third Meal” with special
singing as the day winds down
6:00 Havdalah

If you would like to volunteer to prepare food or lead any
activities, please contact Rabbi Jon
Please join us for two very special School Shabbatot!
February 1, 2014
The Vav class (sixth grade) will lead services, share their teaching on the
Torah portion and celebrate learning together as a class. This is the first
time this class will lead a Shabbat morning service together.
On March 14, 2014
The Hai class (fifth grade) will lead Kabbalat Shabbat and the evening
service as a class and share some of the things they have learned about the
key prayers in the service.
Oneg Shabbat and Kiddush luncheon sponsored by the class families will be
held after services. Please join us and share in the celebration of our students’
accomplishments.

Education and Programming

Youth-Led Services
During the month
of January we began
what will be a series of
six Shabbatot where
our youth, ranging
from Kitah Gimel
(grade 3) through
Director of
High School (USY Education &
Shabbat) will join Programming
Heidi N. Lovitz
Rabbi Jon, Stan Juda
and our Gabbaim on
the Bimah to lead Shabbat Services.
Class Shabbatot and USY Shabbat
are not only special Shabbatot for
our school families but for our whole
synagogue community. They create
an opportunity for us all to see the
accomplishments of our students, our
faculty, parents, our teen leaders and
our congregation as a whole. Each person at Temple Beth Abraham, directly
or indirectly, has made an investment
in our youth. We hope you will share
in the delight as you see the product
of their leaning and watch them grow
through the years.
Can a young child lead services? A
Jewish worship service can be led by
any knowledgeable Jew, not only a
rabbi or cantor. The students in our
religious school learn that their role on
the Bimah is to help others fulfill the
mitzvah of saying the prayers while setting a tone and the pace for the service.
From the standpoint of halacha (Jewish
law), the children are assisting Rabbi
Jon in leading the service. By giving
our students the chance to apprentice
as young leaders each year, we further
our goal of training them for the adult
role of prayer leader so that they will
be knowledgeable, comfortable and
confident.

Can I have a spiritual experience
when a 10-year-old is on the Bimah?
These services are designed to draw
both children and parents into the joy
of ritual, prayer and community. As a
congregant without a child in the class,
your spiritual experience during class
Shabbat services may not be the same
as when adults are leading alone. But
we hope you can tap into additional
spiritual layers as the children help lead
– new hope and energy from a new
generation, the fresh excitement about
prayer and the words of the Siddur that
the students bring, the strengthening of
our community and the Jewish people
that the children represent.
The service is a little different from
what I’m used to.
Chanting and singing are not the
only things that we teach our children
about tefillah (prayer), the synagogue,
the Sanctuary and Torah. We strive to
extend deeper knowledge and meaning beyond learning how to recite the
words. So in addition to the standard
service, our youth-led services either
include new music, original poetry,
stories, or as the children mature,
Divrei Torah (sermons) and Iyyun
Tefillah (explanation of prayers). We
are excited to share that with you and
hope that it will enhance your own
prayer knowledge and experience.
Sometimes the children don’t know
the prayers perfectly, but their young
voices help to carry the whole community’s prayers. God hears the prayers of
our children as they lead us and God
hears the prayers in your heart as you
support them.
Please join us for a class Shabbat,
a USY Shabbat, a Kiddush, Oneg

or a meal. You don’t have to be a
member of the class to experience
these Shabbatot with the community and you are welcome!
Youth-Led Shabbat Schedule
• Saturday, February 1, 2014 –
Kitah Vav (Grade 6)
• Saturday, March 7, 2014 – USY
Shabbat
• Friday, March 14, 2014 – Kitah
Hai (Grade 5)
• Friday, March 28, 2014 – Kitah
Dalet (Grade 4)
• Friday, May 16, 2014 – Kitah
Gimel (Grade 3)
		
Heidi N. Lovitz
		
director@tbanashua.org
		
(603) 883-9844

rabbijon.net – Jewish
learning and ideas to
read or listen to
* Podcasts – audio
presentations on
Jewish prayer, the
Israel-Palestinian
conflict, and middot
(developing our ethical
qualities)
* Information, news,
and perspective on
Israel
* Teachings about the
weekly Torah reading
and the prayerbook
* Text of sermons from
High Holy Days and
some Shabbatot

Opinions & Education and Programming

Something to Think About
Well, here we are in
New Zealand. We arrived today (January
16) tired and happy
after about 26 hours
travel time from Bos- Elaine Brody
ton. The flights were
uneventful. The rental car was waiting, and Buzz adjusted immediately
to driving on the “wrong” side of
the road.
The best part of our arrival, however,
was the welcome we received from
long time friends Dan and Valerie
Cohen. They were part of our small
Jewish community when we lived in
New Zealand. We have visited each
other many times over the years, kept
up first with letters, now with email
and Skype, and although we don’t see
each other for a couple of years at a
time, we pick up where we left off.
We cherish this lasting friendship.
So friendship is my something
for you to think about this month.

Think about the people near and far
whose friendship you value. Have
you made as much effort as you
should, or are able, to take the time
to nurture these relationships? Is
your circle of friends welcoming to
newcomers? Do you reach out to
people you don’t know at synagogue
or in other situations?

actual hand written note. My guess
is that most of you reading this know
exactly what I am talking about.

We all lead very busy lives. It is so
easy to become so engrossed in our
everyday activity that we forget how
much a brief phone call can mean to
a friend. Many of you know that I
keep up with many people on Facebook. In my experience, this does
not replace the good feeling that
comes from a personal conversation.
Occasionally, when I feel I have been
out of touch for too long, I will call
a friend. When my friend answers
the phone, I say “You might remember me, my name is Elaine Brody.”
We have a laugh and continue our
conversation. Sometimes, I send an

More from Kiwiland next month.
Meanwhile, this is just something
for you to think about.			
						
			
L’hitraot,		
			
Elaine

So I am asking you to take time to
think about your friendships and how
you can nurture them. Reach out to
someone new, reconnect with an old
friend. Your life will be enriched as
will your friends’ lives.

Southern NH Jewish Men’s Club Happenings
The calendar has turned and the
Southern NH Jewish Men’s Club is
serving up more outstanding speakers
and fabulous fare at its monthly Sunday breakfasts. If you haven’t had an
opportunity to spend a Sunday morning with us, the year is still young.
Here’s a look forward at upcoming
programs.
On Sunday, February 2 at 9:30 AM,
the men’s club will welcome Emil
Campeanu, a former IDF soldier, who
will enlighten us with a multimedia
retrospective entitled “The Yom Kippur War 40 years later…the war that
was almost lost.” Mr. Campeanu’s
presentation includes commentary
from Simon Peres and Ariel Sharon, as

well as actual front line video footage
and commentary. Cost is $5.00 for
members and $10 for non-members.

for this always popular way to end the
winter school vacation week.    Cost
for members is $5.00 and $10 for
On Sunday, March 2 at 9:30 AM, non-members. As always, kids eat free.
the men’s club will be holding its an- On Sunday, March 30 at 9:30 AM,
nual children’s breakfast with a return we are pleased to have been able to reengagement of the Pumpernickel Pup- schedule our own Michael Rosenblum
pets. Pumpernickel Puppet shows are to share his experiences as a private
presented with a cast of colorful pup- pilot volunteering time for Angel
pet characters, audience participation, Flights of New England. Look for
live voices and sound effects and fast more information on this breakfast
paced scripts that not only entertain, in the March bulletin.
but stimulate children’s imagination We look forward to seeing you at
and creativity. A demonstration pe- an upcoming event. For more inforriod follows every performance giving mation on the Southern NH Men’s
the audience some insight into what Club or any of these events visit www.
happens behind the scenes. So gather snhjmc.org or join our group on face
up your kids/grandkids and join us book.

Organizations

The February Chill Is Here And Passover Is Just Around The
Corner !
The Sisterhood program year has
been filled with wonderful and
enriching programs. Starting with
our well attended (and decadently
delicious) Paid-Up Dinner to our
trip to the Mayyim Hayyim Mikvah
in Boston and continuing with the
strong volunteer effort at the Nashua
Soup Kitchen in December, Sisterhood is proud to offer programs that
are both entertaining and serve to
fill the mitzvah of Tikkun Olam.
February will open with Movie
Night! Please join us on Saturday,
February 1st as we show the film,
“Making Trouble: Three Generations Of Funny Jewish Women”
tells the story of six of the greatest
female comic performers of the last
century — Molly Picon, Fanny
Brice, Sophie Tucker, Joan Rivers,
Gilda Radner, and Wendy Wasserstein. The cost is $10 per person
and babysitting will be provided.
We will enjoy snacks, drinks, popcorn, and Hors D’oeuvres. All are

welcome to join us so bring yourself, your spouse, your partner, and
your friends. Please RSVP to Carol
Mann-Cohen at carolmanncohen@
gmail.com or 603 – 216-2849.
Also BABKA, the Sisterhood sponsored book discussion group, meets
on a monthly basis and continues to
read intriguing and thought provoking books. At an upcoming meeting
we will be discussing The Incredible
Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca
Skloots. Join us as we delve into the
medical science behind this story
looking at it through a Jewish lens.
Passover is right around the corner and, once again, Sisterhood
will be sponsoring several Passover
workshops. While the final plans
are not in place (stay tuned!), the
workshops will be held on March
25th so Save The Date. Rabbi Jon
and Heidi Lovitz will be running a
workshop and we are excited to offer
a smorgasbord on “Charoset Recipes

Around the World.” We will all have
the opportunity to sample and go
home with recipes! Other cooking
tips and recipes will be provided as
well. We are open to ideas so feel
free to contact either Carol MannCohen carolmanncohen@gmail.
com or Carol Kaplan cakaplan@
hotmail.com.
Finally, we have collected over 20
warm winter coats to donate to the
Nashua Soup Kitchen. There is still
a great deal of winter ahead and we
ask that you continue to donate if
you have gently used coats that need
a new home!
Stay warm and we look forward to
seeing you soon!
Carol and Carol

Gan Katan • 2013 – 2014

Introducing Young Children to Jewish Culture and Learning
Parents and Students Participate Together ✡ Connect to New Families and Friends
A Fun and Engaging Cooperative Jewish Education Program For Parents and Preschoolers (ages 3 & 4
years old)
Classes Meet Two Times a Month from 10:00 – 11:30 a.m.
Curriculum Includes
Music, Jewish Values, Holidays, Crafts, Games, Symbols
Parent Education with Heidi Lovitz, Director of Education and Programming
Next Classes Meet on February 2 and February 9
Temple Beth Abraham • 4 Raymond St., Nashua, NH 03064
Tuition: $125 (first child), $100 (additional children)
Tuition will be prorated for registration after January 2014
For more information and Registration Form please contact Heidi Lovitz at (603)883-9844 or
director@tbanashua.org

Education and Programming
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Education and Programming in February
Introducing... e-Magid

Subscribe to receive a short pre-Shabbat e-mail every week, drawn from
the classic spiritual writings of the Chasidim on the Torah reading, prayer,
or upcoming holiday. From now to April, the e-Magid will focus in depth on
Pesach and the Exodus narrative. E-mail Rabbi Jon to subscribe.

Torah Study with Rabbi Jon -- The Book of Kings
Thursdays, Feb. 6, 13, and 20 from 10:30 AM - 12:30 PM (not meeting Feb. 27)
We are studying the biblical books of Kings and the latter prophets. Join us
any week or every week.

Kabbalah with Eitan Zeira
Saturday date to be announced
Study the Zohar, the classic medieval work of Jewish mysticism and spirituality.

Rabbi Jon’s Tish
Every Saturday Morning at 9:00 AM
Singing and discussion before services

Coming soon… Temple Beth Abraham Reads!
Beginning in March, our first-ever community read will be the novel Hope: A
Tragedy, by Shalom Auslander. Stay tuned for more details in the weeks to come.
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Community

Keter Shem Tov Award
‘Crown of a Good Name’
Its that time of year again. Let’s hear from you!
For that special person that you have noticed working tirelessly around the
synagogue.
Our annual recognition of members of the community who have devoted time and
effort to improve the life of their synagogue and community.
This prestigious acknowledgement is not given out every year, but every year we ask our
congregants who they think is most deserving, which active member really stands out as
working tirelessly and devoting time and effort to improve the life of our synagogue and
community. This award is only given out once in a members lifetime. The nominee must be an
active member in good standing with a long list of accomplishments, and not currently a
member of the Board of Directors or an employee of the synagogue.
Please send an email (office@tbanashua.org with Keter Shem Tov Committee in the subject
line) or write a note (Temple Beth Abraham, 4 Raymond Street, Nashua, NH 03064-2317, Attn:
Keter Shem Tov Committee) with the name of your recommendation and a description of your
rationale and a list of their accomplishments.
To be considered nominations should be submitted to the committee no later than March 11,
2014.
This award will be presented at Temple Beth Abraham at services in the spring.
The awardee will also be honored at the Jewish Federation of New Hampshire’s annual meeting in June.
The form below may be used to submit your nomination along with a brief description of your rationale
for the nomination.

Nomination Form
Nominee: _________________________________________________________________
Letter/Rationale or List of Accomplishments:

Community

The
Southern NH Jewish Men’s Club

Proudly Presents
Pumpernickel Puppets

For over thirty five years the Pumpernickel Puppets have captivated
audiences of all ages. John McDonough and his puppets present over
two hundred fifty shows a year at schools, libraries and
private parties throughout the New England area.
The Pumpernickel Puppets have had the honor of appearing at
The Smithsonian Institution, Washington, DC, The Center for Puppetry
Arts, Atlanta, GA and the prestigious International Festival of Puppetry
sponsored by the Jim Henson Foundation in New York.
Pumpernickel Puppet shows are presented with a cast of colorful puppet
characters, audience participation, live voices and sound effects and fast paced
scripts that not only entertain, but stimulate children's imagination and
creativity. A demonstration period follows every performance giving the
audience some insight into what happens behind the scenes.

Enjoy a Pancake Breakfast (free for kids and $5 for members, and $10 for
nonmembers) and meet John McDonough and the Pumpernickel Puppets at the
Men’s Club Breakfast at the end of school vacation:

Sunday March 2nd, at 9:30
Temple Beth Abraham
4 Raymond Street
Nashua NH
RSVP strongly suggested-to Adam Wolff awolff@volt.com or Don Gorelick gorewolf@aol.com

Education and Programming

Celebrating our 5th Birthday with 5 weeks of music,
February 23-March 28, 2014.
Featuring Theodore Bikel, Peter Himmelman, Heartbeat,
The Mama Doni Band, Symphony by the Sea, Dudu Tassa and more.

With a special New Hampshire concert
by Malachei Mambo with Cantor Gaston Bogomolni
Saturday, March 8th at 8:00 PM
at Temple Beth Abraham in Nashua.
The music of Jewish Latin America presented by an all-star band of Latin and Jewish musicians from
Cuba, Argentina, and Brazil led by the inimitable Argentinian Cantor Gaston Bogomolni.

www.bostonjewishmusicfestival.org
Reservations can be made online by clicking the link above.
For questions or more information please contact
Heidi Lovitz, Director of Education and Programming
(603) 883-9844 or email director@tbanashua.org.

Education and Programming

Save The Dates

The New Hampshire Jewish Film Festival
March 27th - April 6th 2014
Temple Beth Abraham
The Jewish Federation of New Hampshire And The Jewish Book Council

Present

Author, Eric A. Goldman
The American Jewish Story through Cinema
March 30, 2014
The New Hampshire Jewish Film Festival is an annual
cultural event and signature program created and
presented by the Jewish Federation of New Hampshire.
The 6th Annual Festival will take place in venues
throughout the state from March 27th through April 6th
2014. The mission is to continue to build, expand, and
grow the NH Jewish Film Festival audience for both the
Jewish Community at large and the general public.
The Festival is funded through the generous financial
support of its attendees, Friends of the Festival,
Corporate and In-Kind Sponsors.
Temple Beth Abraham is excited to partner with the
Film Festival and the Jewish Book Council to bring
author, Eric Goldman to New Hampshire. Goldman will
speak on Sunday afternoon, March 30th at Cinemagic in
Merrimack, NH following the screening of the afternoon
film. He will also be available to sign copies of his book!
In his book on Jewish American identity and film,
Eric A. Goldman offers his readers a sampling of
important films from the course of the twentieth
century that reflect the ways Jews generally
perceived themselves, and were perceived by others,
in American society at the time.

Presented by

www.jewishnh.org
Visit us on Facebook

SAVE
the
DATE
Coming soon to a
theater near you

Manchester
Merrimack
Concord
Keene
Portsmouth

Porter Fund Recipient of Major Bequest
The Porter Awards/Scholarship
fund has been the recipient of an
extremely generous bequest from
the estate of Arlene Levenson, a
long time member and daughter
of the Porter family who generously donated the land on which the
synagogue and the Religious School
stand. The fund, which Arlene set
up with her sister Sylvia over 30
years ago, has been the financial
source of the Porter Scholarships
that have been given to generations
of students from the Temple Beth
Abraham Religious School.
The Porter Scholarship awards are a
unique type of award. Each teacher
in grades 3 – 7 makes a decision
selecting the recipient for the one

student per grade level who best
meets the criteria. The award isn’t
only for the student with the best
scholarship in the subject matter,
or for the student with greatest
improvement, or for the most artistically talented, or even for the student
representing tikun olam. It can be
for any of the aforementioned or for
the student who for one reason or
another stood out from the others
and deserves special recognition. A
student can only be the recipient
one time in his or her career in the
religious school. The awards are
presented annually at the Shavuot/
School Awards service.
The $110,000 bequest has been
invested in the Temple Beth Abra-

ham investment fund, which in
addition to the restricted funds,
includes funds from the Temple
Beth Abraham Endowment and
the Temple Beth Abraham Cemetery Fund. Due to the very large
increase in the size of the fund, the
sponsors have decided to add to the
purposes for which the income from
the fund can be used. In addition
to providing for the Porter Scholarships of $100 for a student from
each grade level, the proceeds of the
investment can now also be used to
help fund continuing education for
the faculty of the Religious School
and/or providing tuition assistance
for families in need.

It’s time for
Temple Beth Abraham’s

Annual Purim Carnival
Sunday, March 16, 2014
immediately following the
10AM Family Megillah Reading
And Purim Shpiel
Play Games! Win Prizes!
Pie throwing booth! Come in costume!
Popcorn! Snacks! Cold Drinks!
Hamantashen! Fun for all ages!

(603) 883-9844
Questions? Contact Heidi Lovitz, director@tbanashua.org
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Fundraising

Mishlo'ah Manot
Temple Beth Abraham Religious School continues the “Mishlo’ah
Manot” tradition, which means “sending gifts.” This Purim custom
expresses joy over the victory of Esther, who frustrated Haman’s plot to
annihilate the Persian Jewish community in the 5th century. Send a gift
basket of homemade Hamantashen, sweets, treats and a few new
surprises to your friends and family in the
congregation. (Baskets for noncongregants may be picked up and
delivered by the purchaser).
Please note that each family will receive only one basket, with
a card listing all those thoughtful individuals who made a
donation on their behalf. It is a mitzvah, and a wonderful way
to support the religious school! With online ordering through
TBA Religious School, it is easier than ever!

The baskets will be delivered on March 16 th.
1 – 6 Baskets are $9 each
7 – 12 Baskets are $8 each
13+ Baskets are $7 each.
OR
For $136 (up to 20 names specified), your name will be listed on the cards to all
congregants receiving a basket. Any additional names will be charged at $7
per basket.
For $180 (up to 30 names specified), your name will be listed on the cards to all
congregants receiving a basket.

ON LINE ORDERS CAN BE COMPLETED AT
WWW.HAPPYPURIM.COM
If you prefer a paper order form, please use the attached form. Checks
are payable to Temple Beth Abraham Religious School. Please return
the completed form found on the reverse side of this flyer by March 6th .
Otherwise you will be receiving a LOGIN CODE in the mail soon so you
can order all your baskets on line! For more information, call 883-9844.
ALL BASKET ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED BY MARCH 6th
(We cannot guarantee delivery for late orders)

Fundraising

Order Form for Purim Baskets
Ordering options:

1 - 6 Baskets for $9.00 each _____ 7 -12 Baskets for $8 each

_____13 + Baskets for $7 each _____Card(s) (no basket) to out of town $3/each = _

OR
_________For $136.00 your name will be listed on the cards to any congregants who will
be receiving a basket (20 baskets).
_________For $180 your name will be listed on the cards to any congregants who will be
receiving a basket (30 baskets)
_________ # of additional Non-Congregant Baskets at $9 each = _________

Names and complete addresses must accompany all orders
Name and address:

Name and address:

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

Name and address:

Name and address:

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

Name and address:

Name and address:

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

Name and address:

Name and address:

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

Name and address:

Name and address:

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________
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Jewish Reader’s Corner
Author Yascha Mounk

Stranger in My Own Country: A Jewish Family in Modern Germany
The revival of
Jewish life in Germany may perhaps be one of the
most remarkable
occurrences in
the post-WorldWar-II Jewish world—outside of
the founding of Israel. The Jewish
population in contemporary Germany is the third largest in Europe
and, fed by post-Soviet immigration, one of the fastest growing
Jewish populations in the world. It
has not been an unmixed blessing.
Yascha Mounk uses his experiences
growing up in Germany to provide
a unique insider’s look at the often
fraught status of the Jews who live
there. Despite employing a memoirlike title, Mounk provides less of a
family memoir than a provocative
account of the changing nature of
the position of the Jews: both the
remainders of the Holocaust who
managed to survive and decided to
remain in Germany and those who
have, especially since the reunification of Germany, migrated there.
Born in 1982, the son of an émigré
woman from Poland who migrated
with her parents in 1969 after they

were allowed to leave following the
purge of Jews from positions in
the Communist apparatus, Mounk
grew up in various small cities in
Germany. There, the young Yascha
was subjected to a variety of treatment, from blatant Jew-baiting by
fellow students to—what for him is
the more insidious behavior—the
often-awkward philo-Semitism
that many Germans adopted in the
1980s, and, in more recent years, the
more veiled forms of anti-Semitism
(including anti-Israel agitation) expressing a desire of many Germans
to put an end to Holocaust guilt—
described somewhat awkwardly as
“putting a finish line” under the past.
For Mounk, the shifting attitude
of the larger German population
toward post-war and post-unification Jews reflects the struggle of
the populace with the legacy of the
Holocaust. This struggle played itself
out in treating Jews as if they weren’t
there, smothering them with a philoSemitic embrace, and wishing they
would fade into the background
or worse: expressing alternatively
feelings of denial, acceptance, and
finally impatience with the legacy
of the past. The cumulative effect
of his experience, Mounk relates,

was to make him feel an alien in the
country of his birth. No matter that
he was born in Germany and spoke
German as his native language, he
never felt that he was regarded by
his German peers and elders as truly
German.
Now a Ph.D. candidate in political thought at Harvard, Mounk has
worked as a political journalist,
blogger, and editor, and writes
with self-assurance and command
of the historical record. He quotes
amply from contemporary German
media and literature to substantiate
his analysis. The final irony for him
is that although born to a Jewish
mother (he says little about his father), he was raised without much
connection to a Jewish heritage but
nonetheless was reminded in Germany of his identity at every turn.
It is only in New York, the city with
the largest Jewish population, that
he can actually escape from that
identity. Mounk’s account, one of
the first on this subject addressed to
a general English-speaking readership, is an intriguing and sometimes
disturbing glimpse into an aspect of
Jewish life of which most American
Jews may not be aware.
			

Book Review by

			

Martin Green

Special events in the
spiritual journeys
of your family members
Capture the
moment!

(603) 397-0378
www.peterpowellphotography.com
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Brought to you by the Lifelong Learning Committee – By Linda S Trapasso

Avlo Ladino?

Ashkenazi Jews have their own language – Yiddish. And Sephardi Jews have their own language – Ladino or JudeoSpanish. Ladino, known by many names (see My Jewish Learning and Wikipedia), is not being taught to younger
generations. In fact, Israel declared Ladino an endangered language. According to an article on the Chabad web site:
“The question is whether Ladino will become extinct. It is the language of Maimonides, the poet Yehuda Halevi,
and the entire tradition of Kaballah, the Zohar, and the Code of Jewish Law by the Sephardic rabbi Joseph Caro.”
The number of persons who speak Ladino is low, perhaps 200,000 in the world. But you can’t keep a good
language down – Ladino is having a resurgence through music and writings. According to My Jewish Learning:
“The rewards for the student of Ladino include the ability to read the classic Me’am Loez in
the original. Me’am Loez, the 18th- and 19th-century commentary on the Bible, is the major
work of Ladino writing. The Ladino reader can also enjoy the many collections of proverbs
and folk tales that are wise, funny, and very Jewish. Efforts to collect these treasures are making them more widely available than ever, and English translations are also being prepared.”
Autoridad Nasionala del Ladino is a national Israeli organization created in 1997 with the
goal of preserving and safeguarding Judeo-Spanish or Ladino (see here). It publishes a magazine in Ladino called
Aki Yerushalayim. eSefarad is an online magazine with articles in Ladino and English. To learn about present and past
Sephardic culture, go to Sephardic Horizons.
Two women who have made a difference to Ladino are Matilda Koén-Sarano and Gloria
Ascher, Read their story at The Jewish Daily Forward. They are among the few who teach
Ladino in Israel, the U.S., and Europe. The Jewish Languages Research Website includes a
bibliography on Ladino. It also provides samples of texts and sounds.
To learn Ladino, you can check out videos on www.YouTube.com – do a search on Ladino
to find the lessons. Ladinokomunita, started by Rachel Amado Bortnick in 1999, is a web site
where you can chat with others using Ladino and learn about the language. The Endangered Languages Project has a section on Ladino that includes audio and video files.
The Judeo-Spanish (Ladino) Language site displays a map showing where Sephardi Jews
traveled throughout the world. The site includes information on grammar and a short
vocabulary list. Byki has a flash card system (visual and audio) for learning Ladino words.
Temple Beth Abraham supports the Ladino music revival. As a venue for the Boston
Jewish Music Festival, this year TBA presents Cantor Gaston, who hails from Argentina
and has a decidedly Hispanic twist to his music. Check out his web site and listen to
some music samples. Then come and join TBA when it presents Cantor Gaston on March 8 (see details elsewhere
in the bulletin).
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We Gratefully Acknowledge
Your Contributions

• Do you stay late at night at the
temple?
• Are you here alone?
• Are you the last one
to leave?
• Offer to stay with the member
locking the temple
• Always lock the doors with a
BUDDY!
• Keep one another safe and secure!

General Fund

Donors	

In Honor of

Donors	

In Memory of

Debra & Gary Freedman
Eileen & Ben Freedman

Merle & Steve Carrus
Abner Taub & Liliane 		
Sznycer granddaughter, Vera
Eileen & Ben Freedman
Bette & Elliot Lasky
granddaughter, Sadie
Judy & Steven Goldstein
Karen Herman
Shirley Lelchuk
Bette & Elliot Lasky
granddaughter, Sadie
Shirley Lelchuk
Abner Taub & Liliane
Sznycer 		
granddaughter, Vera
Al Shamash
Jonathan Shamash
Laura Landerman & Ben Garber
Laura Landerman & Ben Garber
Mara & Gary Friedman
Marlene & Jason Gallant
Judy & Steven Goldstein
Shelley Goren
Deb & Lew Snapper
Deb & Lew Snapper
Diane Toth

Leonora Kovler
Florence Eisman
Leonora Kovler
Leonora Kovler
Leonora Kovler
Frances Lewis
Harriet Kimmel
Frances Lewis
Leonora Kovler

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

Henrietta Freedman

in appreciation

Marlene & Jason Gallant
Carol & Don Gorelick
Debbie & Marty Rothberg
Deb & Lew Snapper
Judy & Steven Goldstein
Henrietta Freedman
Lisa Bonneau & family

Eileen & Ben Freedman
Esther & David Kosofsky
Ann & Marty Fabian		
Carol & Phil Levy		
Diane Toth
Shirley Lelchuk			

Donations in Memory of Beverly
Thibeault, Beloved Mother of
Carol Gorelick			





Jason Schenker Library Fund
Ilana & Neil Plain
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February 21 & 22
During Friday evening and Saturday morning services,
Memorial prayers will be recited for the following:
February 7 & 8
Louis Brooks, grandfather of Mark Ferman
Dolly Fischman, mother of Susan Schiff
Sumner Foster, father of Joseph Foster
Estelle Kahn, mother of Laura Kahn
Albert M. Kaplan, father of Cheryl Franchi
Jerome Kaplan, husband of Carol Kaplan
Abe Malin, father of Howard Malin
Walter Mildenberg, father of Les Mildenberg
Bernard Rosen, brother of Marilyn Rosen
Rae Roth, mother of David Roth
Myra Sack, mother of Barry Sack
Klara Schmatnik, mother-in-law of Rina Scharf
Samuel Silver, father of Israel Silver
Max Snapper, father of Lew Snapper
Edith Stanger, mother of Ida Stanger Mildenberg
Sumner Stern, father of David Stern
John Thibeault, brother of Carol Gorelick
Sandra Wolpert Trapasso, sister-in-law of Linda Trapasso
David Davis Samuel Froum Sumner Gladstone
Edith Marcks Feiga Zubritskaya

Hyman Andler, father of Dotty Silber
Dorothy Franks, mother of Paul Franks
Miriam Gross, mother of Deni Oven
Ida Hamburger, mother of Harry Haymes
Gerald Paisner, father of Eliot Paisner
Morris Rothberg, father of Martin Rothberg
Audrey Rubenstein, sister of Roz Price
Lillian Sidransky, grandmother of Daniel Becker
Margaret Treitel, grandmother of Robert Treitel,
Nancy Moore & Deb Noiseux
Rebecca Cushing Rebecca Kates Leonard Levenson
Boris Rosenbaum Max Sapsowitz
February 28 & March 1
Philip Ackerman, husband of Ann Ackerman
Patricia Holt Carlson, sister of David Holt
Lena Farrer, grandmother of Abner Taub
Bruce Retchin, late husband of Jan Shapiro
Bertha Savett, great-aunt of Rabbi Jonathan Spira-Savett
Dora Yezersky, aunt of Shirley Lelchuk
Bernard Berkowitz Samuel Davis Sabina Weisberg
Lillian Isaacson
Jacob Mandelson
Minyona Dubrovinski

February 14 & 15
Reva Arnold, mother of Tammy Devine
Sam Deifik, uncle of David Deifik
Betty Goldstein, mother of Steven Goldstein
Mae Golub, mother of Larry Golub
Rosario Grasso, father of Betsy Franks
Rudolph Hamburger, father of Harry Haymes
Beatrice Lasky, mother of Elliot Lasky
Jere LaVine, father of Jeanne Gerard
Gerry Phillips, mother of Terry Phillips
Elcy Poskanzer, mother of Elaine Brody
Jeannette Rappaport, mother of Bette Lasky
Rita Yelgin, mother of Louis Yelgin
Rebecca Delinsky Abraham Goodman
Benjamin Kahn Herbert Miller Dora Shaber
Jerome Silverstein Louis Weisberg

Early appointments available for
Bar/Bat-Mitzvah’s or Weddings.
Offering Color, Cutting, Styling, Keritan
Smoothing Treatments, Facials,
Face & Body Waxing, Eye Brow
Threading, Pedicures and Manicures.
Bring this ad to receive 10% off any
service.

Community

Yahrzeit Donations

Nancy Katz for brother, Howard Ehrlich
Marcia Weiss for father, Dr. Franklin Kessler &
brother, Dr. William Kessler
Sandie Leonard for mother, Ruth Teague
Mark Levine for father, Theodore Levine & aunt,
Rae Levine
Shari Zedeck for grandfather, Israel Lederfajn
Steven Zedeck for grandmother, Esther Bernstein
Levinsky & mother, Sandra Zedeck
Ronald Bruckman for father, Norbert Bruckman
Marilyn Greenspan for father, Nathan Silverman
David Freedman for mother, Hannah Freedman
Bernard Brody for mother, Florence Brody & brother,
Neil Brody
George Ginsburg for parents, Benjamin & Elsie Ginsburg
Ruth Ginsburg for parents, Lifscha & Jacob Schachter
Leon Goldstein for father, Benjamin Goldstein &
brother, Rudy Goldstein
George Kessler for mother, Jessie Kessler
Eileen Kates for father, Maurice Pozanek
Harris Greenstone for father, Julius Greenstone
Steven Goldstein for father, Morris Goldstein
Gorelick & Wolff children for grandmother,
Lillian Schwartz
Stan Juda for mother, Esther Juda
Marty Fabian for father, John Fabian
Ann Fabian for mother, Helen Kraus
Lillian Kessler for father, Harry Gordon
Evelyn Sheffres for husband, Ezra Sheffres
Karl Schenker for mother, Herta Schenker &
grandfather, Avrom Schenker
Lynn & Karl Schenker for son, Jason Schenker
Harold Weisman for parents, Minnie & Charles Weisman
Jill Harkaway for mother, Ada Harkaway
Elliot Lasky for father, Jerome Lasky
Bruce Dorner for mother, Sybil Dorner
Deb Waldman for brother, Steven Goodman
Fern Getto for mother, Lucille Matzkin
Amy Manheim for mother, Beatrice Zimmerman
Anita Hazard for father, Jacob Nhaisi
Stan Pollack for father, Max Pollack
Diane Toth for father, Morris Kozak
Jeff Levine for father, Theodore Levine
Sharon Sevigny for father, Edward Richards
Stephen Schuster for mother, Janet Schuster
Henrietta Freedman for husband, Joseph Freedman
& parents, Regina & Benjamin Little
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Celebrate a Simcha
Purchase a Leaf on our Tree of Life

• Bar and Bat Mitzvahs • Births • Graduations • Weddings •
Anniversaries • Honors
• Special Birthdays • Best Wishes & Congratulations

The cost to purchase a leaf is $225.
Leaves may be inscribed in English, Hebrew or both.
For more information, or to purchase a leaf, please
call 883-8184 or office@tba.mv.com

